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GOING TO MILVAUKEE? VE ARE: 

PF-000 
PF-001 
PF-006 
PF-008 
PF-034 
PF-053 
PF-093 
PF-101 
PF-135 
PF-147 

Forrest & _Rachel Campbell 
!/tax Friedman 
Kenneth B. J?utler 
t~ax & Ida Goldberg 
nrs. Blanche Lloyd & lady frd. 
Ralph D. Gardner 
Les & .9ertie Langlois 
JAc~< & Beth Row 
Irving & Thelma Poznan 
Charlie & L.ois Gebhc.rd 

~~ay v:e e:dd your names to this list? It 
may help others to decide. Enclosed is a 
registrati.on card for the SANDS 1:'lotel, if 
you wish to stay with our group. V·Je 
shall e:sk t.het our rooms be grouped to
gether as ~uch as possible. Some members 
v:i th official duties may arrive on Thurs
day, but tne seheculed registration time 
is Friday morning, May 20th. Indivitlual 
c~ group escorted -tours of the city, 
( c·t'-:-.ional) Friday afternoon. Ladies in-
r' .. L8r; -~o arrange non s.cheduled tours of 
·:..!-eL:· own liking. 6:00 P.f\L Dinner at 
-r·aders (a German P.estau-.-ant) . Friday 
Fvening, Visitation and book displays in 
~'otel rooms. Se>turday Morning, Business 
sec-sion. Satu'!'day Noon, Picnic at the 
Lahglois home (free), follov:ed by enter
tainment, ancl games '\'~ith prizes, plus 
Tvlilv:aukee Journal photographs. .£:00 P.M. 
Pannuet at 2.ANI:-S ~:otel, Committee re
ports, presentation of Av·ards, more photo
p.-rephs. f-unday 1".~orning, Farewell B-reak
fest, check out. Les. & Bertie ere plan
ning some unexpected surprises too. Fur
ther details on our program will be pub
lished ne:xt month. To guarantee your 
motel room to be grouped ~ith the rest of 
us, please identify yourself as a mf'mber 
of The Horl3t.io Alger Society on your 
registration card. Please mail before 
May 1st. 

THE HORATIO ALGER ME;~ORIAL OBSERVANCE 
will be held July leth at Glenwood Ceme
tery, South Natick, iVIassachusetts. Max 
Goldberg is already at work making plans 
for the occasion. This vlill be our Third 
Annual Memorial Observance, and VJa, 

(F'ur rest & Rachel CPmpbell) f~re making 
definite nlans to attend. Please inform 
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iAax of your intentions as soon as poss
ible. The area is rich with Alger lore. 
His birthplace in Revere. His church in 
BL·er~ster (on the care), and the Alger 
h'=i•s~ n~"~r the cemetery in South Nutick. 
\ r; ll v.e see you there? 

PRESIDENTIAL PONDERINGS 

DUES POLICY - As VJe run down the home 
stretch on our fiscal year, it has been 
deemed prudent to do as many organiza
tions do ~ith new memberships filed in 
the closing months -- to set up a dues re
duction. There are strong and vaiid rea
sons for billing all members for dues for 
each new year at one time. Nev1 members 
-received during March and April will be 
c:.t reduced dues of ~'3• New members re
ceived during May and June v.'ill p;-" Y at $5 
but t.'lis will pay their dues in full for 
the next year. This arrangement is sub
ject to discussion and ratific&tion by 
the membership c.t the iViilv•aukee conven
tion. If you secure new members now, 
bear the nev: policy in mind. V e stress 
that annual dues remain at :~~. 5. The re
duction is only for late-ye~;:~r Nlmiss.:..oitS. 

FINE PUBLICITY --- .This month v.e have 
hc:.d tvm splendid assists from _9ublications. 
Antiguari an Bookman had a brief mention 
of the progress of our Society and the 
existence of our monthly ner.sletter. The 
i'liarch issue of Collectors News contained 
a feature story V!i th illustrations, the 
first of tv:o installments on .Alger and 
his stories, Alger collecting, and the 
activities of our Society . . Our thanks to 
Member Ralph VY. Anderson, the publisher; 
to Jack Row VlhO SUJ.Jplied material and 
photographs; and to staff writer ft.G. 
Cranston. It was a splendidly v;ritten 
article. Thanks to Ralph also for his 
generosity in Sending a copy to each mem
ber of our organization. 

r.m· 'BERSHIP --- Several inquiries came 
in as a resQlt of the AB item, and we 
gained one new member already and hope to 
have more, es a result of it. The story 
in Collectors News without question \-rill 
bring a lively flurry of inquiries, ,,hich 
will be follov.ed up by your editor and 
your president, to spread the word about 
H.A.S. and to swell our ranks. as we go 
to press we are almost at the SO-member 
point. Can v1e exterrl it to 100 by time 
of the l>1ilwaukoc Event in 1'-Aay? 

PARTIC'LAR FRIEND--- Forrest Campbell's 
invention of the Ragged Dick phrase "Your 
Partic'lar Friend" for our letter closings, 
club badges, etc. is catching on. Most of 
our new members use this close in the 
letters they write. 

(continued on page three) 
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PF-145 Mr. Victor A. filbro T-025 

2622 15th Avenue, 
Forest Grove, Oregon 97116 

PF-11..6 Mr. millard D. Thompson T-000 
835 So. V'est 14th 
Portl8nd, Oregon 97205 

PF-147 Mr. Charlie Gebhard 
P.O. Box No. 343 
V'averly, Iov•a 5C677 

T-025 

PF-148 Mr. Paul J. Fisper T-016 
18 Ritchie Road, 
Blnghamton, New York 13901 

PF-149 Mr. flilliam H ~ Petrecca T-010 
2026 Delancey Street, 
Philace~phia, Pa. 19103 

PF-150 Mr. Peter J. Boers T-000 
2419 Ca.rlyie · 
Kalamc: zoo, i;1ichigan 49001 

Il~RODUCTION OF NEW M~1BERS 
. . 

In_retirement, Victor and wife Julia 
are sett1ng up in the book susiness, 
VJhich is called BQOK SEARCHERS of the 
same address. They have Gf rdner' s 
book, and 25 Alger books in stock for 
resale. Their interest in our Society 
is to l e-? rll all they can about Alger 
and his boo:Ks. 

niL1ar.d's introduction was made pre
maturely .:;.nst month. I have had no fur
ther information from him. 

Charlie's membership comes by way of 
Ralph Ande~son, ?F-144, a close friend 
and area neighcor. Charlie is atout 45, 
m~rried (wife's name is Lois), their 
ndy child, John is a junior in high 
school. Charlie modestly cl~ims to be 
a "rriter, but it is his current status 
of a long and colorful career. Charlie 
recently bought a bushel of Alger books 
at an auction for pennies, but now, since 
his ne\"!ly . acquired interE;lst in our So
ciety, he can find only eight of them. 
Sadly enough, he suspects they were un
intentionally burned (and V!e suspect 
Charlie is burning too). Charlie and 
Lois have visited all 48 states, not 
only one~, but twice, and recently to 
Alaske.. They collect plates as souve
nirs 9f their travels. In Charlie's 
colorful past, he has served a hitch 
with the Marine Corp, {rW-2), Managed 
V.'hi te S9x Farm Team at' Superior, V'isc. 
Has conducted recent Iowa Gubernatorial 
Campaigns, served as editor of the 
l"averly twin vTeeldy papers, but for the 
past 18 years has written a weekly col
umn. Son John is a splen0id photographer 
arrl wife Lois paints. They live five 
miles east of vraverly in a bright red 
house, and rre will see. them all in 
Mil'''aukee. 

?:wl comes to us by v.•ay of Ralph Gard
- ~ . r. Prul and his vtife Flor~nce have 

• the Gardner book .::.r:l rlees~d 'd th it. 
Paul was born in 1915, does not remember 
the Alger books but did r ead t he Tom 
Swift books, He is chief chem5_st f or a 
drug manufacturer in binghamton. He i s in
terested in Nei'r York State Post al History, 
collects stamps and coins. He a nd 
Florence enjoy traveling and camping out. 
They belong to an hirstream Travel 
Trailer Club. Hopes to find some Al ger 
books in their travels. (You vrill find 
some in JJ1ilw8ukee Paul) Flore:1ce en joys 
them also, says Pa ul. 

~illiam saw our advertisement in AB and 
:inquired of Ken Butler. Bill is Ass't 
to \'ice President for Engineering Affa irs 
of University of Pennsylvania. Col l ects 
juYenile books of late 19th and. early 
20th 0er.turJ, especially interested in 
magezine appearances. Also interested in 
information on the Ragged Dick Series . 
You may be interested in our comments on 
the Ragged Dick series, Bill, in t his 
issue, and last month's issue. Possibly 
Stanley Pechon's article in this issue 
may also be of interest to you. 

Peter comes to us by way of Max Fried
man, PF-001. Peter has just retired (age 
65) as en employee of the local Kc:.l arnazoo 
Gazette (a daily nev.sp&per}. He served 
them for 47 years as a full time empl oyee. 
He began his nev;spaper career as a sub
sti tute carrier in 1914. He went to our 
local high school and was a classmate of 
Kenneth Butler, our Society President. 
Max Fri edman himself has known "Pete" 
for many ~rears, and as a f ormer n'"msboy 
(Max included), Max presentsd Pet~ v;_; t h 
a gift merr.bershi p in our ~oc.i.cc.y . O'.ll' 

thanks to Max, . a "ld a war m vv-:::lcome to 
Pete, and we hope you 1 J~ fi nd time t o 
join tis in Nl ih7aukee. 

FHO!A THE PfiESIDENT 'S DES:tC comes this 
news item: Dr. David J. Thompson, nev._rly 
appointed Pacific Coast Regional Director, 
became interested in Alger in the 40's 
and has been an avid collector since that 
time, having 109 titles at the present 
time, including a nice first edition of 
Victor Vane just picked up in Denver in 
mid-February. He confesses that the col
lection of his brother, Keith Thompson, 
of Bellport, Long Island, is supe~ior to 
his. Dr. Thompson is research director 
for the Ferry-Morse Seed Company, sta
tioned at San Juun Bantista, California. 
He received his B.S. and ['IJ.S. degree 
from Cornell University in 1960 • .hmong 
other honors and memberships, he is a 
Phi Beta K~ ppa. In addition to Alger he 
collects Castleman, E .• R. Burroughs, John 
Buchan, rr.ax Brand, I;.anning Coles, Lon 
Marquis, Eugene Lanlove Rhodes ••• his in
terests include polar e:xploration, ~est
ern Americana, traditional jrzz records 
and, he adds v:ith tongue in cheek, air
line stev;ardesses. (EDITOR'S NOTE~ \ •e 
suspect that it is Mrs. Thompson to 
which he refers). 

Musing about Alger's characters and 
stcr~' 1'\Etteri:U., a couple of ;_nteresti.r•g 
quest )ortc ec:ne to mir ·i. 

(c-on-t:Lmc.J 0.1 p:.1p:e t.h:-eF,) 
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B 0 0 K M A R T 

PF-Oo6 Kenneth B. Butler, 1325 Burlinton 
Road, Mendota, Illinois 61342 offers: 

SLor· AND SURE ~inston good 
THE STORE BOY Chatterton-Peck exc. 
THE TEI,EGRAPH BOY Wtne.ton good 
TRY AND TRUST Hurst exc. 
THE YOUNG ACROBAT Hurst good 
'IHE YOUNG iiHNER Hurst good 
THE YQUNG OUTLAW Donohue exc. 

(EDITOR 'S NOTE: vThen only a few books are 
offered, we can allov: space for actual 
titles). 
~~"Yf*-*"-X-***~~HE-***-:H~~ 

FROM THE PRESIDENT'S DESK continued 

¥ere there any negro characters in the 
J' l~er novels? If so, v:hat were their 
n;:;mes and relation to the main cheracters, 
au;'! in \'Jhat stories did t~ey appear? \. e 
knov• there was a negro boy in the early 
chapters of Frank's Campaign. His name 
is "Little Pomp". Can e.ny of our members 
fill us in on this interest; ':lg topical 
e.S')~ct of Alger? The Tov:n f:'qui re in the 
typ1rel Alger story is a "meanie11 , a man 
of not too high principles generally, and 
al' 'E<Ys gleefully contemplating a mortgage 
foreclosure on the home of our hero. But 
Tere there ar.y ~quires in Alger stories 
i'·bo were good guys? Did any of them 
prove friendly or helpful? If so, it 
might be interesting to print in Ne,·.rsboy 
the names, deeds, and stories in which a 
"white-hatted" squire held the stege. 

The collecting interest of Willard D. 
Thompson, of Portland, Oregon, is cen
tered around editions of Alger printed in 
foreign languages. V;e knave thet his 
stories were published in foreigh lan
guages (anyone know .. ,hich languages'?) and 
it would be interesting to try to collect 
these rare items. Opens up a new facet 
of the hohby. 

Dear Fdi tor: I got lots of answers to 
my hook mart offers in the newsletter but 
eve~ybody wanted the same book (E21ALB). 

During my recent vacation at Miami 
Reach I attended an antique show and 
pic1(ed up a .catalog of books published by 
:Aontgomery Pc::rd in 1901-02. \'hat author 
do you suppose leads ell the rest; . 
Horatio, v:ith one vhole paee and scat-.. 
tered listings on five other pages. Tony 
the Hero is the only one pictured and the 
price is listed at 42¢ in the Burt, three 
roses cover, (hendsome cloth binding). 
Thi~ is a 356 page catalog; must list 
everything 1n print at that time. About 
80 Plger titles are listed. 

Sincerely Yours, Milton Salls, PF-020 

Dear F~itor: I have 21 Alger books now, 
TIOt anything exciting, bnt I do l1ave 
somE>. I D 1 :-=o C.(' lle~1. ~>tepnt=>n V'. f;• F:ader 
1:-o::o~~s. I'ocs f'.Ylycn~ hav~ t'I\Yr? J;ld rer:r-y. 

• 
PRESIDENTIAL PCNDFRINGS--continued 

It's a fine trademark, and the type of 
creative thinking which will add zest to 
our organization and help make it memo~
able. 

Af.APLS --- Some of us have been working 
on name changes in our Society a~ards, de
fining more clearly the categories and 
t.he basis of selection. For example, the 
P.agged Dick AvJard, a notable name to Alger 
enthusiasts, does not sit well v;ith the 
pu~lic at'large because it is not under
stood. After more refinement and thought, 
the ne?r slate of awards will '!::le presented 
later in these columns. V,e are thinking 
of adding two very deserving ar.ards, 
giving us a total of four. 

MIL'f!AUKEE EVEN'l' - There are indica
tions we rill have an enthusiastic turn
out for the annual affair, being held at 
the Sands Motel on the outskirts of r:~il
vmukee May 20,21,22, under the planning 
~nd guidance of our vice-president, Leslie 
Langlois. Now is the time to set your 
plans and to send in your reservations for 
accomodations. Your president will bring 
his bootblack box and hopes to make the 
trip in his 1932 Chrysler open phaeton, 
and to give attendants rides in it. Com
plete details of our program will be an
nounced soon. 

MEMBERSHIP PLA~UE Jack Row and your 
president, with counsel of Forrest, are 
working up a design for a ceramic tile 
v1all plaque to signify Society membership. 
\:e hope to have a sample for examination 
and consideration at iVtilwaukee. The prob
lem is not what to put .£!! it ••• but v1hat 
to leave off! 

HASSLE - VJe are in a good-natured de
bete with the V:orld Almanac which has 
carried the incorrect 1834 birth date of 
our he-ro. I wrote Andrev1 Fisher, the ed
itor, asking for correction in the next 
edition, citing the biographies by fvJayes, 
Gardner, Gruber, and Tebbel. l~1r. Fisher 
denied our evidence, citing Dictionary of 
American Biography, Encyclopedia ~ritan
nica, Columbia Viking Desk Encyclopedia, 
New Century Cyclopedia of Names, and Amer
ican Authors 1600-1900. We turned our 
rebuttal of his rebuttal over to Forrest 
Cam,bell and to Ralph Gardner. Forrest 
replied citing Alger's records at Harvard 
College, the dates on the graveside monu
ment at South Natick, and the fact that 
Horatio, the first born, could scarcely 
have been born less than two months after 
his younger sister, Olive Augusta, whose 
birth date is Nov. 19, 1833. We're sure 
Ralph Gardner V<ill give ;,4r. Fisher an 
equally hard time ••• especially since 
Ralph h~s the advantage of being located 
in the same town as the Vlorld 11-lmanac of
ficas. v:e avi<li t reports of his joust, 
\"ith keen anticipation. 1\itaybe the Horatio 
Alger Society can clear ~:.t.v;ay this miscon
ception once and for all. You .can just 
bet th1.tt \re will unleash our battalions 
on the aforesaid encyclopedjas just as 
pOOn as v:orld Almnnac is brought to heel. 
Your Partic 1lr,r Friend, Ken Bu::.ler, Pre.-;. 
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THE HORP.TIO ALGER, JR. REPRINTS IN 
THE NICKEL \""EEKLY PUBLICATIONS. 

••••••••• By Stanley A. Pachon, PF-087 

Of the many reprints of Horatio Alger, 
Jr. stories none are as colorful as 
those reissued in the Nickel Novel for
mat, a type of reading material so pop
ular with the youth of Amer,ica between 

" 1896 and 1915. 

BRAVE PND BOLD ~EE:KLY where first 
these Horatio Alger, Jr. reprints ap
peared in such a format W6S a Street and 
Smith publication. The first issue 
which aupeared on Dec. 27, 1902 and ran 
for 429 consecutive issues ending Merch 
11, 1911. This V1eekly v:ith colorful 
covers 'contained 32 pages of fine print 
and 1"185 8 by 11 inches in size. The 429 
issues contained every type of imagina
tive story. from Vledern to Stories of 
the seg. Historical and success stories 
vied cJit.h stories of adventure in every 
corner of the world. Fourteen sto~ies 
by Horatio Alger, Jr. appeared here and 
are as follov:s: 

#39 The Ce.sh Boy; or, From Prison 
to Fortune Sept •. 19, 1903 

#45 .Adrift in New Y.ork; or, Dodger 
end Florence Breving the Y.:orld 

Oc-t; • .31, 1903 

f54 Dean ' Dunham; or, The raterford 
Mystery Jan. 2, 1904 

f/57 Ned Nevrton; or, The Fortunes of 
· a ~ew York Bootblack 

Jan. 23, 1904 

1'58 The Erie Train Boy Jan. 30, 1904 

1.!59 Paul the Peddler; or, The 
Fort't~nes of a Young Street 
Merchant Feb. 6, 1904 

#60 The Five Hundred Dollar Check; 
or, Jacob Marlo~e's Secret 

Feb. 13, 1904. 

(63 Phil, the Fiddler; or, The Story 
of a Young Street Musician 

Mar. 5, 1904 

#65 Slow end Sure; or, From the 
Side~alk to the Shop 

Mar. 19, 1904 

#68 The Young ftcrobat; or, The Great 
North American Circus 

Apr. 9, 1904 

#88 Only an Irish Boy; or, Andy 
Burke's Fortunes Aug. 27, 1904 

1!94 The Young Outlaw; or, Adrift 
in the Streets Oct. 8, 1904 

#J00 JuliuR, the Street Boy; or, 
A , •. a if's Rise From Poverty 

Nov. 19, 1904 

f/]_Oj oE'n r~.·:-r."...Jy 1 ;.; C.:>11!'a.{!e; o:-, The 
Fortunes cf a Store Boy 

Dec. 24, 19CV.. 

Mr. G£~dner in his bibliography (-*) 
credits the two part supplement in 
Comfort ~Jlagazine as the first edition of 
ADRIFT IN NE\ YORK. I do not agree with 
him on this as all the evidence to date 
points to the Brave and Bold printing as 
being the first edition of this title. 
(EDITOH'S NOTE - 1Jlr. Pachon here refers 
to HORATIO JU.GER, or The American Hero 
Era--Wayside Press-1964) 

The second and only other ~ick3l Novel 
publisher who reprinted 11Algers 11 in this 
format was The Lrthur V estbrook Co. of 
Cleveland, Ohio. !his was primarily a 
reprint firm although for a short while 
they did pu~lish a number of original 
>7orks. Seeing how steadily the books of 
Horatio Alge~ were selling, they dP.cided 
to devote an entire library or vreekly to 
the works of .. Horatio Alger, Jr. ::,o on 
May l.?, 1911 they launched their BOYS 
HOIVJE n~KLY ~ This ran to 40 numbers and 
ended Feb. 21, 1912. It v,as the standard 
Bize for · this type of publication, con
taining 32 pages.and being n by 11 inches. 

The Boys Home V eekly did not have the 
colorful covers of the Street and ~mith 
publications or those published. by TJusey, 
being black and white against a tan baci\:
ground. The publisher's 11 bh:.rb11 on the 
bt.cl< coYer of 1;17 of this weekly vw.s u.s 
follows: 

11 THE BOY0 HOME WEEKLY with its first 
issue, leaped into the foremost place 
among publications for boys and girls, 
because of its ·radical deoarture from 
all others which are now on the market. 
Each week a cpmplete story by the most 
famous of all writers for boys and 
girls, Horatio Alger, Jr. is issued. 
More than fifty million copies of Mr. 
Alger's books have been sold and ere 
still selling at the nate of tvro mil
lion copies per year, but they are 
bound in cloth and are expensive, this 
preventing countless thousands of boys 
and girls from reading these most de
ligttful, fascinating stories. 

The Arthur 'f!estbrook Co. in line 
with its fixed policy of giving the 
public the best possible stories at 
the very lowest price has arrbnged to 
print these stories with a paper cover 
in THE .BOYS HO:vlE \:E.EKLY. The price of 
'I'HE ECYS H0:.1E n.EKLY is only five 
cents." 

As v:ill be noted the publisher gives 
some concrete figures about the output 
of Horatio Alger books in 1911. If the 
publisher's fieures are any ?•here ac
curate, v•here are all those millions of 
"Algers" today? r,l though it v;as origin
ally planned to devote the publication 
to Alger stories exclusively, tt>is v:a s 
not scrupulously adhered to as a. fovr 
Oliver On tic bond one Geor5e h. 11 en:~.ov 
stor-l.cs ~:ere in~ lt:Jed t0wm d.::, ttlf c. ~rl 0f 
t:'\") ~u::-1 . .i.c""vi"ta. { CO~.t.~.: t:.'JC} o:: ot 5J 
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NICKEL \"iEFKLY PUBLICATIONS continued: 

#1 Driven Fnom Home; or, Carl 
Crawford's Experience May 17, 1911 

2 Jack's ~ard; or, The Boy 
Guardian M&y 24, 1911 

J The Store Boy; or, T~e Fortunes of 
Ben Barclay May 31, 1911 

4 Sam's Chance and H.ow He Improved It 
June 7, 1911 

5 Grit, The Young Boatman of Pine 
Point June 14, 1911 

6 Shifting For Himself June 21, 1911 

7 Facing The '!"'orld June 28, 1911 

8 Prave P. nd Bold July 5, 1911 

q Tom, The Bootblack July 12, 1911 

10 Do And D<n·e July 19, 1)11 

11 The Cafh Boy July 26' 1911 

12 Hector's I n.."leri tance Aug 2, 1911 

13 The Young Adventurer; or, Tom's 
Tri_p Across The Plcdns Aug 9, 1911 

l4 The Young s~lesman Aug 16, 1911 

15 Tony, The Tramp; ar, Right is 
'lignt Aug 23, 1911 

16 Adrift In New York Aug .30, 1911 

17 Paul, The Peddler; or, The Fortunes 
Of A Young Street Merchant 

Sept 6, 1911 

18 Phil, The Fiddler; or, The Story of 
A Young Street Musician 

Sept 13, 1911 

19 Slow P. nd Sure; or, From The Street 
To The Shop Sept 20, 1911 

20 .Julius, The Street Boy; or, 
0ut v·est Se::>t ?7, 1911 

21 In A New V'orld; or, Among The Gold 
Fields of Australia Oct. 4, 1911 

22 Bound To Rise; or, Up The LrdJer 
Oct 11, 1911 

2.3 Risen rrom The Ranks; or, Harry 
~alton's Success Oct 18, 1911 

24 Herbert Carter's Legacy; or, The 
Inventor's Son Oct 25, 1911 

26 Struggling Upward Nov 8, 1911 

28 Luke relton; or, The Chicago 
Newsboy Nov 22, 1911 

.30 The Tin Box Dec 13, 1911 

Dec 'Zl, 1911 

• 34 Andy Gordon Jan. 10, 1912 

,36 Joe 1 s Luck; or, AlVJays 
Wide Av;ake Jan. 24, 1912 

.37 The Young Outlaw; or, Adrift In 
The ~treets Jan • .31, 1912 

.38 Strive 1 nd Succeed; or, The Progress 
Of : 'alter Conrad Feb. 7, 1912 

40 Making His Vl&y; or, F:·&nk Courtney 1 s 
btruggle Upv:ard } eb. 21, 1912 

( ELITOR 1 S NOTE: Our thanks to St~ nley 
f~r this complete and accurate informa
tion) 

*'-~~-;l-h'(,..)k~~~+:.HHf-**'""~~--}(-~-'*-~~L,r.-;r~A-;f-*'-~-~~,H~-~(-~->~-~~-if-

COMMENTS ON READING ALGER - (Editor) 

I rnede an error in my comments on page 
4, paragraph 2, (February Issue) r1he:-e I 
credit Ragged Dick' s re\'tard of a thousand 
dollars for saving the life of a child. 
Actually the rev:ard was for identifying 
Nark, the r,,atch Doy as the long lost 
grandson of i·,1r. Bates. No one corrected 
me, so I hereby correct myself. 

Of the maey Alger stories that he.ve 
beel"l re-issued in book form v:i th an en
tirely different title or at least a 
title variation, I believe that none of 
the Bix stories in the Ragged Dick Series 
have been re-issued with a different 
title. 

I have noticed that, except for 1\en 
York, and passing references to other 
lc.rg8 cities, the home-tov:ns of our many 
heroes, are alv1ays fictitious. Horatio 
never pin-pointed a New York street loca
tion cy number. The cnstomary reference 
Vi&S No. -- BroadVIay, etc. But in spite 
of this I still say that when the setting 
is in New York City, the Alger stor·ies 
contain a treasury of historical knovJ
ledge. Certain things I cannot conceive, 
and "mud on Broadv:ay" is one of them. 

I have just read Ben, The Luge;a.ge Boy, 
for the third time, seeking historical 
references. I find that Horatio did have 
a sense of humor, though dry, it was, and 
seldom used. Ben was small in size, and 
I ~uote an incident from Chapter .3 in 
r·hich he is applying for a store-job: 

"If you don't Vlant to hire me, I'll go," 
said Ben, independently. 

11 \'ell, young man, I'm afraid you'll 
hvve to go. The fact is, v.e should have 
to higher you before we could hire you;" 
and the clerk laughed at his witticism. 

The language of the street-boys is 
often a:nusing. Reference: Chapter one: 
"'lhat don't go down!" is nn expression 
often used v·hen in doubt, or in dis
belief. Alger VIaS a Mt, ster in his por
trayal of tr.e street-boys. You just can't 
help seeing them through his eyes. 
You just can't help loving them in 
your own heart. Horatio tells a story 
that has lusted a hundred years. Hooray 
for Horatio. 

Your Pc.rtic 1lar F'~"iend, (t"'e f.ni+,or) 



OBITER DICTA AEOUT THE PRAIRIE REGION 

Ken Butler f'.nd Doris Sihigtroth of 
f'end0ta, Illinois, r:ere in Clarion last 
week--end (February 13th). 'fe enjoyed 
very much heving them here. The air was 
thick ~ith Pl~er talk the r.hole time. 
Ken and I· vTo-::-1.<ed on the pictorial fea
ture fo-::' the res Moines Sunday Register 
(circuletion about 560,000). Picked out 
~ number of books for their color pic
tures, and Ken r:rote 11 cut-lines" for 
thesP- v:hile I v:orked on story material ... 

~y the time you read this, you should 
have received a free copy of Collectors 
Nev·s -- CO!Jipliments of Ralph J.nderscn, 
PF-144 (publi~her). Ralph decided to 
continue tr.e feature in the April issue 
in order to do justice to the volu~e of 
material available. 

Have you r:ede your reservations for 
;.l.iblat.lkec yet? Hcpe thc:.t those of you 
'1-: 5_-.ring ':;ill bring some of your best 
: '·, r material. Each uf us can then 
l' i ~·:Jay same in our room at the motel. 
' . .:. ~ r1n't it be of interest to see what 
the other guy collects? I'm sure that 
th~re are ma~r kinds of collectors and 
C'c-llections. ,.. hnt is YOUR S?ecial ty? 
Fi:st editicns? Old, well-read copies? 
I'o you fP for matched sets, or mix them 
·pp? Ho;·: <::Lout the small Hurst (4 X 6 11 ) 

editions? I no<;· have 12 titles in this 
size, and I <'onder ho;'l meny more n~re 
published": tim' many publishers printed 
th~ common t~ t les? For example, I now 
hsve 10, diffen:mt editions of Phil The 
FidC:ler -- a!'::;l it's probably just a 
start. 

Just heard from Charles Bragin of 
Brook Ly:-, ~;. Y. , ~··ho has the G-::-uber Llger 
biop.:r:..tnhy for sale. He commented that 
Gruber had sold his entir~ collection, 
and that the purchaser had sent his pri
vate !Jlane to pick up the books. lfuo 
was the buyer? \'e shoulo ask him to 
join the H.A.S. 

I 1 m inclined to disagree v·i th my 
friend Carl Hartmann's statement that, 
HJir.ybody v ith enough money can have a 
cv~lete collection of Algers just by 
ndvertising." I think the pickJ.ngs are 
mighty slim vhen it comes to the better 
/.lgers. I've written over 200 letters 
to more than 30 states in the last year 
--to deflers, collectors, etc., and 
have seldom been offered more than Dono~ 
hues, Hursts anrl.other common publ~shers 
and titles. I don't think llg€r books 
ere in the same category as coins and 
stamps. ]\nyone wonting a complete col
lection of Indian Head pennies, for ex
ample, can buy them ~t most any coin 
~hop. Start making your plans for :~il
waukeel It's only about 10 weeks away! 

-30- Jack r. Row, PF-101 T-1~6 
(EDITOR'S N~TE: Jack hastens to add that 
the Des Moines Sunday Reeiste~ feature 
story on Alger and our Society will be 
oubiifhed eorly in r~ay in o-::-cE-lr t.o pub
li.·:l?<} •) 1•· ~~il"'r,u'-:ee Ev<mt) 

Dear Editor: I v:as particularly in
trigued by your mention of Jack R.orr 1 s ef
forts to collect as many editions of 
11Phil the Fiddler" as v.ell as a complete 
set of sm~:.ll size Hursts. Jack has the 
right idea!!! Even though it's my 
opinion that any member v;ho puts in 
enough time and effort can get an aloost 
~omplete set of Algers, this definitely 
is a long term project (it took me more 
than 25 years), any of us can have lots 
of fun along the way by doing what J~ck 
sugeests. Like Jack, I've for many years 
been tr~ying to get as many different eai
tions as posf:ible o: 3 Alger titles: "The 
;"500 Check" (especially intere::,ting be
cause of the many title variations under 
wh~_ch it VIc s published); "The erie Train 
Roy 11 (simoly becc:use it's among my fa.vor
i te r.lger stories); and "Tony the Hero11

• 

A friend of mine collects all the l~. Y. 
Book Co. editions he can find, saying 
that when he v•as a kid and these \"IE:>re 
sold for a dime in ~.oolworth 1 s, he never 
could spare the dime. Today, collecting 
those i~sues gives him pleasure. 

It has al·:;ays been my feeling that the 
main purpose of collecting (or any hobby) 
is pleasu-::-e. And Algers is one hobby 
\7here one who loves the stories, as I as
S,\1le most PF 1 s do, can get as much enjoy
ment from reprints ~s from first editions. 

I think a good set of \'.instons (some 
have nice color illustrations) beautifies 
any bookshelf. A long row of Hursts are 
attractive and those small size Hur~t~ 
that Jack seeks are]:9vely. I'm particu
larly fond of thosP- small Hursts as the 
first Alger I read -- 11The Cash Boy 11 is 
in that edition. I s~ill have it and it 
VJill alnays hold the Number One place of 
honor on my bookshelf. 

In April I've been invited to lecture 
on Horatio at the University of Wyoming 
at Laramie. I'll be at their School for 
American Studies v1here I understand, they 
h&ve a course that is greatly inte-::-ested 
in Horatio Alger, and the success litera
ture of the American Hero Era. Right up 
my alley. I 111 report on this at 1 )ihmu
kee if Ken desires. 

Regards --Cordially, Ralph D. Gardner 
·:(-:H*-lHHHt .. ~~.Hl-'.HI-***-l!-:1-:HH~~Ht-~:~HH!--~;'d~·~'*-:.HH*:I-

LATE BULLETINS:--

Vice President Langlois reports that 
the me:nagement of SANDS Motel have dis
counted the room rates as shown on the 
enclosed rese vation card especially for 
us. Single rooms, $8.50 up; Louble rooms, 
$13.00 up; Twin beds, ~14.50. 

President Butler reports another nev< 
member: 

PF-151 ~.1r. Raymond \ • Miottel T-000 
1845 ctarihope Road, (4d2J6) 
Grosse Pointe V:oods, i1ich. 

( !nt-odnction V'i 1_1 l)e ei·.~n next month) 


