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R;ND0M THOUGKTi: FROM ALGFRLi^NI 
"Jlex Goldberg, President 

A M e d i t a t i o n On the r i g h t hand side of 
the Kevtsboy i s i n s c r i b e d - "The V.onderful 
World of Alger". I n r e t r o s p e c t , the cur
t a i n s of the Past open and reveals the 
"V.'onderfTil World of H o r a t i o Alger, J r . " 

Monday; Fash cay: - L i f t i n g a 10 g a l l o n 
container of water on the black stove, 
heating i t , soaking the c l o t h e s i n i t . 
I t takes two persons t o l i f t i t . A f t e r 
wards using the scrubbing board. N a i l s 
crack, here manicures are useless. The 
house i s heated by the P a r l o r and K i t 
chen stoves. Three f l i g h t s down t o the 
c e l l a r f o r a p a i l o f coal and t h r e e 
f l i g h t s down apain t o empty the ashes. 
The p r i v y i s i n the center of the h a l l -
f i r s t come f i r s t served. Baths, take 
your t u r n or use a round wash t u b . 

V'elbach mantles or a l e r g e bulb t i p i s 
used f o r gas l i g h t . V i s i t o r s s i t t i n g i n 
the p a r l o r c h a t t i n g , when behold the 
l i g h t goes out l e a v i n g a l l i n darkness. 
The b a t t l e cry of the Republic i s heard -
"?(ho's got a q u a r t e r ? " . Everj-^one scur
r i e s f o r a q u a r t e r , put i t i n the gas 
meter and l i g h t appears again. 

S a n i t a t i o n S a n i t a t i o n i s only found i n 
the d i c t i o n a r y . T.E. clsims a d u l t s and 
D i p h t h e r i a c l E i m s c h i l d r e n . The t o l l i s 
great and the s t r e e t s are d i r t y and f i l 
t h y . On Fourth L t r e e t between 1 s t and 
2nd Ave., New York - a swollen dead horse 
i s r o t t i n g away and t h a t opposite a 
school where c h i l d r e n congregate. Rats 
i n f e s t a l l houses as saualid c o n d i t i o n s 
occur everywhere. 

Poverty i s p r e v a l e n t . Tenements are 
crowded and happy are those who do not 
have t o take i n boarders i n a f o u r room 
apartment. Jobs are hard t o f i n d , pay 
low and hours are long - 10 t o 12 hours a 
day - 6 days a week. No Unemployment 
Compensation, no S o c i a l S e c u r i t y , ho 
Government A i d , because i t was the period 
of Leissez-Faire. Most persons work i n 
the cloak and s u i t Business. I t was the 
easiest job t o o b t a i n and t o l e a r n , but 
i t was seasonal. V.hen t h a t was over, the 
iob vas done and one had t o w a i t f o r the 

next season. Meanwhile, using up one 
p i t t a n c e of r e s e r v e , there were no 
unions t o a i d the workers. The same 
c o n d i t i o n s e x i s t e d i n the m i l l s . Upton 
S i n c l a i r ' s The Jungle , was a s a t i r e 
upon the Chicago stock yard. Examples 
of these periods can go on ad i n f i n i t u m . 
T h i s i s but a synopsit; of the synarome 
of those times. C e r t a i n l y NOT the Woi>-
d e r f u l World, BUT "The World of Alger^ 
as i t was, w i t h the pendulvun of broken 
promises, dreams, despair and desola
t i o n , swinging t o and f r o . ^ 

i l t r a n g e , i s n ' t i t . A word or a song v 
w i l l open up the unconscious mind and 
unlock the archives of the b r a i n t o sub
j e c t s and scenes t h a t we thought were 
f o r g o t t e n or dead. But they were not 
dead, they were only dormant r,nd the 
thought or v i b r a t i o n brought them back 
t o remind us t h a t they are s t i l l t h e r e . 

ALGFRFiSQUF I t i s r a t h e r a coinciaence 
t h a t the concern f o r which my w i f e Ida! 
worked f o r many years, i s now moving t o 
a s t r e e t named - Alger S t r e e t i n South 
Boston. 

This advertisement appeared i n the 
Boston Globe "The Harvtrd Square Thea
t e r presents "Moments of T r u t h " a 
b u l l f i g h t i n g f i l m s t a r r i n g the famoiis 
M i g u e l i n , A H o r a t i o Alger t b o u t the r i s e 
of a poor boy i n the r i n g " . 

Robin Low e l l Moore, the author of The 
Green Beret, i s w r i t i n g a new novel. 
Asked t b o u t i t , he s t a t e d " I ' v e always 
wanted to do a metaphysical novel end 
t h a t ' s what I am doing now. The hero? 
Sure I can describe him. He i s a com
b i n a t i o n o f Faust, King Lear and Horatio 
Alger". 

Author Mr. Hackner t u r n s t o Carnegie 
as h i s p a r t i c u l a r example. S t a t i n g h i s 
success i s based upon hard work, concen
t r a t i o n of mind, luck and e x p l o i t a t i o n 
of o p p o r t u n i t i e s , was l a r g e l y a s e l f 
educated man i n keeping w i t h other 
aspects of the Horatio Alger t r a d i t i o n " . 

Boston Globe 3/8/68. 

I n the heading of "A Modern Horatio 
Alger" a newspaper a r t i c l e reviev.s the 
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eventt; of the l i f e of John Fr a n c i s 
"Conf.hsn. He was orphaned e a r l y i n l i f e . 
He was a.drop out who served i n the 95th 
(""hio r i v i s i o n . At 7:1 he discovered a 
t h i n g cf-illed education. He took an ey-
p-pination at U. WiFmh anci oas.sed. He ran 
an elevRtor anc washed ootr. rnd pans. At 
?S he became the Vice President of the 
/ I s o n e t t chain of h o t e l s . Today he t e l l s 
h i s 3 c h i l d r e n a^out the v i r t u e s of 
•nakinp '^verj'thing the hard way. At pres
ent he i s Vice President of the l i n e r s 
Club t n d Executive Vice President of 
Diner - Fugazy T r a v e l . 

Past President, Jack Row has informed 
me of the passing of V,r. Harlan M i l l e r , 
PF-170 on August 7, 1968. I t i s always 
s o r r o T j f u l t o lose any- member, but one 
w i t h the a t t r i b u t e s of Mr. M i l l e r , leaves 
8 great void indeed. For 40 years he has 
v; r i t t e n e column "Over the Coffee" and 
worked f o r the New York and V.ashington, 
D.C. nevispapers. He wrote a monthly c o l 
umn f o r Better Homes and Gardens - "The 
Men Next Door" and one f o r the Ladies 
Home Journal, "There's a Man i n the 
House". He vas a member o f the C h u r c h i l l 
Club of London and v/as on Ike's s t a f f 
d u r i n g World 7.'ar I I . Mr. M i l l e r was a n 
avid book and a r t c o l l e c t o r end he loved 
s p o r t s . Tennis res h i s f a v o r i t e s p o r t 
and he was a member of the American a n d 
Forest H i l l s Lawn Tennis A.^sociation. 

I t i s a t r i b u t e t o the H o r a t i o Alger 
Society when i t a t t r a c t s as members men 
of the c a l i b e r o f 5/ir. V i l l e r . 

TUl OF 1968 MFViORIAi FULOGY ADDRESS 

I n the past we have eulogi?ed Horatio 
Alger J r . , as an author, we praised h i s 
teachings t o the youth of h i s day; we 
have devotedly followed h i s formule t o 
climb the l a d d e r of success; but today, I 
speak of Horatio Alger, J r . , t h e man. 

rie was a k i n d l y and sympathetic person 
who poRsessed the elements of an impres
sive character, i n s p i r i n g t r u s t , admira
t i o n e n d i n t e g r i t y . This combination, 
w i t h h i s love of mankind, i s indeed a 
r&re commodity i n a h o s t i l e i c o n o c l e s t i c 
vrcrld. 

I t i s said t h a t he was a timici man. 
Dut he did not l a c k the s t r e n g t h of w i l l 
or courage t o oppose the r u t h l e s s Pad
rone system which was i n s t r u m e n t a l i n 
the enactment o f the 1874 Nev, York s t a t e 
law f o r the p r e v e n t i o n of c i u e l t y t o 
c h i l d r e n . 

L i k e Robert Burns, he was a l o v e r of 
hiiraanity and the green f i e l o s and 
fl o v i e r s . L i k e Golcsmith, he was heed
l e s s i n money a f f a i r s and gave gener
ously t o those who needed i t . L i k e 
Thackery, he loved c h i l o r e n and c o n t i n 
ue i l y gave them presents. 

iJloney t o him meant only a means of 
he l p i n g others. There were oth e r pas
t u r e s t o graze anc areas t o expana one's 
f a i t h i n mankind, l o v e , f r i e n d s h i p and 
extending a h e l p i n g hand t o the needy. 

K-5ndneES t o e n r i c n the l i v e s o l tne 
l o n e l y . I n a l e t t e r t o a f r i e n d he 
stated t h a t "You w i l l best promote your 
ovi'n happiness by t r y i n g t o make others 
happy." He asked us t o do noble t h i n g s , 
not dream them a l l day lon g . 

I n s t e a d o f being a censor he looked 
f o r the best i n o t h e r s . He advocated 
F a i t h , Hope and C h a r i t y . F a i t h i n the 
brotherhood of Man. Hope f o r the o b l i 
v i o n o f b i g o t r y and ha t r e d , and C h a r i t y 
f o r the f r a i l t i e s of human beings. He 
gave us the precepts and i n g r e d i e n t s t o 
produce happiness and bind us i n u n i t y 
and peace. What a goal t o achieve I 

Few people are aware t h a t he wrote 
poe t r y . They ere few but are r i c h i n 
expression and metaphors. He loved 
nature and humanity. V»here others b u i l d 
"Castles i n Spain" and mortgagee them, 
he b u i l t c a s t l e s i n the gardent; of na
t u r e . He was no L o w e l l , Poe or Long
f e l l o w , but he was the poet t h a t Long
f e l l o w meant when he wrote i n "Ihe Day 
i i ^ l o n e " ( q u o t a t i o n s o m i t i e d ) . 

V.any who have read h i s poetry, r e 
marked t h a t they are d u l l and un i n 
s p i r i n g . I do not t h i n k s o . . . l leave 
you w i t h something t o meditate upon: 
Vhat a wonderful worlc t h i t would be, 
i f A l ger's teaching and philosophy n e l d 
a l l men bound! (E.N. Cut and edited) 
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Steve Press 

V I C E PRESIDJ;NT'E C O L U M N 

"I l i k e t h i s book £ l o t . 
I would Rive i t t o my 
f r i e n d s t o reed i t because 
i t ' s very n i c e . At f i r s t I 
didn't l i k e i t but now I 
l i k e i t . I f I had time I 
wnulc l i k e t o read t h i s 
book over and over. Mr. 
Press w t f r i g h t — t h i s 
book v.-ac verj" nice. This 
book WFE i n t e r e s t i n g cause 
i t t e l l s you a l l about lOM 
THE BOOTBLACK. Horatio 
Alger, J r . makes e x c e l l e n t 
books. I would l i k e t o 
another book t h a t he has 
w r i t t e n . I l i k e my book 
very much." 

I n a sense, what more can I say? 
There, i n a n u t s h e l l , i s my whole r e p o r t 
on what haopened when I introduced 
Horatio Alger t o 8th graders i n I.S. 52, 
a s p e c i a l ser^nLce school i n the Bron>;. 
The students r e s i s t e d a t f i r s t — as 
they r e s i s t ary book w i t h o u t p i c t u r e s ( I 
quote: " I l i k e t h i s book by Hor a t i o 
Alger becFuse i t ' s very i n t e r e s t i n g — 
even though i t doesn't have any p i c t u r e s 
i t ' s s t i l l i n t e r e s t i n g . " ) ; but when they 
f i n a l l y read them they loved them. I 
coulc f i l l UD t h i s whole e d i t i o n o f the 
Newsbov j u s t n u o t i n g state'mtnts l i k e the 
above on how much the boys and g i r l s i n 
my classes l i k e d — loved! — Alger. 

I have j u s t coraoleted the 
f i n f l study and review o f 
a l l the papers I received 
from my students. I t took 
me a l l summer. There were 
hundreds. For the moet i m 

p o r t a n t lessons I had double and t r i p l e 
work because I had several other 
teachers teach the same lessonc t o c h i l 
dren t h a t had never read Alger. I d i d 
t h i s so t h a t I would have a c o n t r o l l e d 
comparison t o prove my r e s u l t s . V\hat I 
was l o o k i n g f o r was t h i s : I s t h e r e a 
d i f f e r e n c e between the c h i l d who reads 
Alper and the one who doesn't? Of 
course I wanted t o prove there i s but I 
was prepared t o o b j e c t i v e l y accept any 
r e s u l t s I came up w i t h . 

Alger d i d not l e t us down! The a i f f e r -
ence was amazing! I s t i l l caniKDt q u i t e 
b elieve i t n^'self. I f my r e s u l t s are any 
i n d i c a t i o n , every slum scnool i n the 
country shoulc inamediately introQuce 
Alger i n t o t h e i r reacing program. 

The books a c t u a l l y ctia nged t h e outlook 
of the stuaents. Ihey seeraec t o suoaen-
l y ])eccme m e n t t l l y ana morally h e a i t n i e r . 
I l i e y setmed t o sudcerJ.y see tnings i n a 
v,ay they haa never seen ti.em before. 

The papers cone by tne stuueuts WHO had 
not read or hearc of Alger were t l m o s t 
a i l completely c i f f e r e i x t . i j c t me snow 
you what I mean by two p a r a l l e l papers. 
The assignment wt s t o take tr.e f o l l o w i n g 
part graph and aevelop a t t o r y from i t : 

A BOY OF U ANl till iJiTEK, iGL 13, 
COME TO NE'., YORK CITY. HilY hhl /,LL 
AJ.ONE. THEY HAVE NO i.iONEY. -iiS 
NAMt i s JOE. HER l.ki^i IS hOSE. Hr. 
IS STRONG, Bf:;A'E AM GO0L-i.00KiNG. 
SHE Ih PRETTY, ANL lt-JJuV.L OF A rii^PY 
L I } F . V.RITE A STORY ABOUT JGF ANL 
HOSE. 

Notice t h a t l o t h boys develop t r a d i 
t i o n a l Aleer story l i n e s but one of tnera 
has t t e r r i b l e ending. 

This i s Louis O's paper ( b - 7 ) . He 
never read Alger. 

"Joe crme to New York C i t y a t tne ere 
of 14. He founo t job i n a store s e l l i n g 
nev.'spepers. Loon ue got olc. enougn t o 
get a b e t t e r job; ne founc t b e t t e r job 
ana h i s s i t t e r t o o . i;oon r.it s i t t e r £ot 
marry, ^no went away t o l i v e i n Hawaii. 
Joe earn money anc saved i t up. t o o n he 
had enough money t o go t o college. He 
went to col l e g e , got a oegree and then ne 
ran f o r Mayor, rie was electee Mayor wnen 
he was 29. .^oon ut the £ ge ol jO ne was 
shot and k i l l e o . Joe's t i f c t e r heara of 
t h i s and came t o Nev; York C i t y . A f t e r 
t h a t Joe's t i s t e r d i e d too. And t h a t was 
the enc of both of them." 

This next paper i s Donnie T*'E (S-b). 
He read and loved A l g e r . 

"Joe got a job h e l p i n g i n a candy s t o r e 
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mekinp: 7 d o l l a r s ? week. Roee wtt, e 
b&by s i t t e r on Saturday n i p h t s , making 
two and a h a l f d o l l a r s each n i g h t . They 
was l i v i n g i n h e l l ways. Rut they were 
savinp money evei-y week anc then a f t e r a 
month J o e found a apartment w i t h 2 
rooms. A year v^ent by, he wf s 15. Then 
he ov.t h i s s i F t e r i n a t c h c o l ana he 
Lc? rned off of her, but when lie was s i x -
+ i-f-n hp " e r t 1̂ ' r i "'ht school r-nd r o t a 
•<'<"-T7. rood ednrf.-tion. '̂ hc t f f c b c r l i k e f . 
'iim ver-.' Tunh. Iho -teachert r o t him i n 
fH c o l i e r e F nd he roi ;•. vc-r^/ rooc job and 
v.; very r i c h It.ter i n l i f e . " 

A rain, I coulc shov: you do7C-r,£ of 
oart l l e l uaoert l i k e tr.cre. /-nazirg 
n r o o f t h a t r'orr + i o i l i ' c r , J r . v£>s a 
reniu: Ft w r i t i n g f o r youne people whose 
Live? were beset w i t h d i i ' f i c u l t i e s . 

I n the /ugust 'IJibOY l o r r e s t Campbell 
vrote ?;hout the Deoole vho c a l l Alger a 
"hack w r i t e r . " I guess ?e've a l l gone 
through t h i s . I n F l e t t e r I once wrote 
t o f e n P u t l e r I saic, "The success i n 
i n t e n t t h a t hf s made the name of H o r a t i o 
I r e r ri comi-ion, immediately understood 

r,GJect,ive i n our language f a r , f a r c u t -
weirhs the weakness i n Vr. Alger's nen. 
And nerhaps i t is t h i s very a r t l e s s n e s s , 
t h i s simple ir.renuoutness i n s t y l e t h a t 
r i v e r the books t h e i r great nower (which 
iroeed t h e y have I) ? nd ^ r i n r s the char-
;r-+f>rs so a l i v e , so h e a r t i l y , t e n d e r l y , 
^nd honestly F l i v e . " V e i l , [ s t i l l 
.--cree w i t h the oert about the "c!iur-
actf.rs" but I completely dii-aprec v i t h 
•^yrelf about there being any weakness i n 
' i r . A l r e r ' s oen. I've seen t h a t pen 
work • n i r f c l e s . ''es, m l r f c l e s ! L i s t e n 
to t';is s t o r y : 

I n one of my classes V F S a boy by the 
name of L u i s . Luis w?.s a s t o l i d y e t 
^\nck temnereri young man ;.f 1 5 . V,e got 
alone f a i T - l y w e l l except th? t he selcom 
did any work i n my classes. He was an 
imnigrant from Puerto Pico ?nd s t i l l had 
a good deal of d i f f i c u l t y w i t h F n g l i s h . 
He could read but i t was a s t r u g g l e . 

Purine the time I s t a r t e d on the Alger 
o r o j e c t , L uis began doing less work than 
usual. As a matter of f a c t , he would 
come i n t o my class, go t o h i s desk i n 

the f r o n t of the room, and promptly go t o 
sleep. I at f i r s t berated him but i t aid 
no good. He v.ould j u s t get angry and 
storm out of the c l a s s . I've learned 
t h i t t h a t i s not an answer t o tne probxem. 
The t h i n g t o do i s Keep the student i n 
the room i f he i s not d i s r u p t i v e ana work 
w i t h him. 

One day a f t e r class I took Luis aside 
pno ve t a l k e d . He reveaiea the problem. 
His l a t h e r had l e f t the f a m i l y . Tne 
small grocer;y s t o r e which the f a m i l y 
owned was l e f t l o r Luis ( t h e o l d e s t son) 
End h i s mother t o run. H i t mother 
stayed there d u r i n g the day ana Luis 
wjrked i n the s t o r e o i l n i g h t . Thus ' 
he s l e p t i n school. 

An impossible s i t u a t i o n . I t o l a Luis 
t i i a t I understooG anc t n t t he coulc 
bleep i n my c l a s s . But 1 iir.pressed upon 
him the importance of l e a r n i n g t o read 
ana w r i t e I n g l i t i h . He agreed. The very 
f a c t t h a t he came to school shoved there 
v.;;̂  i n u n d e r l y i n g c e s i r e on n i s (,ana n i s 
mother's) p t r t t h a t he snoulc get an 
education. Ana i t i s m.y f e e l i n g t a a t 
reaoinp i s education: To read i s t o 
l e a r n . 

I beren my " a t t a c k . " I t o l d Luis I 
knew of a s t o r y t h a t was s i m i l a r t o i i i s . 
h'e vas c u r i o u s . I asked him i f he woula 
read i t i f I gave i t t o nim. He said he 
would. Thus an i-lger was placed i n 
Luis' hands. I put no time l i m i t on the 
reading of the book, askea f o r no r e p o r t 
on i t anc d i a not mention i t t o him 
again. A v.eek and E hi I f l a t e r uuis 
came t o me before class. The Alger wts 
held t i g h t l y i n h i s hanas. He was verj' 
e x c i t e d . 

"This i s the greatest book I've ever 
sceni" he s£io. "I've never known ariy-
t i i i n g l i k e t n i t before! l o you have 
more?" I d i a . Arid I gave them to him. 
Luis was sudaenly a completely changed 
boy. He began working i n class. He was 
suddenly always laughing and k i a o i n g 
around. His l i f e , h i s a t t i t u d e a c t v i a l l y 
changed. His work i n the s t o r e , and 
school work and l i v i n g w i t h people now 
seemed not h i n g more than a j o y f i a l 
cbiallenge. (continued on page s i x ) 



6 N E W S B O Y 

The NF7SB0Y, the o f f i c i a l organ of the 
Horatio Alger Society i s o u b l i E h e d m o n t h 
l y e x c e p t J a n u a r y a nd J u l y , e n d i s d i s 
t r i b u t e d f r e e t o Society members. Member-
F.hip fee f o r a n y t w e l v e m o n t h p e r i o d , t 5 . 

NEV'SBOY r e c o g n i z e s Ralph D. Gardner's 
HORATIO tdjGFR, o r The American Hero Era, 
D u b l i s h e d by V'ayside Press, 196^, as t h e 
l e a d i n g a u t h o r i t y o n tne s u b j e c t . 

The e d i t o r reserves the r i 
and/or c o n t r o l the q u a l i t y a 
of mt.terial submitted and do 
I n g l y or v d l l f u l l y accept or 
a l l y use copyrighted materia 
perniosion. M a t e r i a l subnit 
sumed t o be o r i g i n a l composi 
authorized c o n t r i b u t o r s , and 
do not n e c e s s a r i l y r e f l e c t t 
of the e d i t o r and/or the Soc 

O F F I C E R S 

ght t o r e j e c t 
nd q u a n t i t y 
es not know-
i n t e n t i o n -

1 w i t h o u t 
ted i s pre-
t i o n of our 
t h e i r views 

he o p i n i o n 
i e t y . 

Max Goldberg, 
Steve Press, 
C a r l T. Hartraenn, 
Dan F u l l e r , 
Kenneth B. P u t l e r , 
Ralph D. Gardner, 
Forrest Campbell, 

President 
Vice-President 

Executive Secretary 
Treasurer 
D i r e c t o r 
D i r e c t o r 

E d i t o r 

Please use membership r o s t e r f o r m a i l 
i n g address of our members and o f f i c e r s . 
*'.H'r<-li-^'X-'i-»•»• a-s-x- rni-* A- )tr*»s-* x- «• 

VICE PRESIDENT'S COLUMN (continued) 

This i s j u s t one example of marry of 
what these books by Horatio Alger, J r . 
d i d ! And are c o n t i n u i n g t o do — f o r 
they are seeds t h a t , when watered w i t h 
reading, blossom i n t o h e a l t h y , happy 
human beings. 

I n the f o l l o w i n g columns I w i l l take 
the p r o j e c t apart day by day, week by 
week and show e x a c t l y how i t worked. 

(Steve Press, PF-I64) 
-* !Hes-»-a-* »• !t ^ it X--*-;;-;t>^ 
(E.N. Steve's n r o j e c t was s t a r t e d on the 
l a s t anniversary of Horatio Alger's b i r t h 
date. NEFSPOY was proud t o lend support 
to t h i s worthy p r o j e c t w i t h a s p e c i a l 
e d i t i o n (December r967) i n an appeal f o r 
Alger books t o be used i n the p r o j e c t . 
Your response has made t h i s p r o j e c t pos
s i b l e , and the end r e s a l t worth while) 

OTHER PUBLICATlOr^ 

Jacqueline S t e e l e , PE-199, e c i t o r of ^ 
the BOOKWORM, announces t a a t her b i 
monthly p u b l i c a t i o n w i l l nov; be issued 
on ^ monthly basis w i t h the numlinr of 
pages increased from 24 t o 32. Ihe 
s u b s c r i p t i o n fee has bten increased too, 
but I'm sure i t w i l l be worth i t . t o r 
Alger c o l l e c t o r s , the B0OK'.\ORM devotea 
an e n t i r e i s f u e t o [ i o r a t i o Alger i n the 
February 1968 e d i t i o n . V.hen you sub
s c r i b e , ask f o r a f r e e copy of t a i s e a i -
t i o n f o r your Alger c o l l e c t i o n . 

Russell Dock, PF-235 (announced as a 
new member i n the June issue) i s e a i t o r 
and p u b l i s h e r of InE PATENT EXCHANGE 
NEV'S & REPORTER. I n the c u r r e n t July 
issue, Russell began i n s e r i a l form the 
s t o r y of RAGGED DICK, w i t h h i t . own i n 
t r o d u c t i o n e n t i t l e d The Great American 
Dream, i n which our Society ana publica
t i o n are honorably mentioned. A l t i o u g h 
F.usselL's p u b l i c a t i o n i s w r i t t e n l o r u 
s e l e c t group, I am sure v.e w i l l p r o f i t 
from t h i s medium of p u b l i c i t y . 

ANOTHER ;,ORTHY PROJECT TO BE Li.UNCH;';D 

As e d i t o r of NEV.SDOY, I re c e n t l y r e 
ceived an i n v i t a t i o n t o attend A COtA-
MUNICATIONi. FORUM t o be held i n New 
York C i t y , September l 6 t h ^ 17th. I n r -
v i t a t i o n s were d i r e c t e a e s p e c i a l l y t o 
people i n the f i e l a o f Raaio, T e l e v i 
s i o n , Newspapers, Magazines, P u b l i s h i n g , 
Drama, Motion P i c t u r e s ana I n d u s t r y . I 
was h i g h l y honored t o be consiaered. 

The committee, representing The 
Center of American L i v i n g . I n c . i s com
p r i z e d of some 40 prominent Americans 
such as the w e l l known personages o f 
Vincent P r i c e and Peggy I'.ood. The 
Forum w i l l consirier "The I n f l u e n c e of 
the Communications 'Jledia on the C a l i b e r 
of American C i v i l i z a t i o n " anc among 
seven selected t o p i c s f o r diEcus;;ion 
i s one t h a t should be aear to the 
h e a r t s of every Society member, "Where 
are the heroes of today?" 

The purpose of the For'jm, which was 
presented i n lengthy d e t a i l , m i ^ h t be 
summed up i n these selected quotes: The 
Center seeks t o Locate anc c u l t i v a t e 
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excellence i n wide-sprecd f i e l d s , as op-
oosed t o trends of negative or d e s t r u c t 
ive nature." The Communications Media., 
" i n d e l i b l y mold the goals, ambitions, 
c r i t e r i a and general a t t i t u d e s of a major
i t y of the American people." " S i m i l a r l y , 
...those who wield such great pov/er over 
the minds and outlook not only of our 
c h i l d r e n and young people, but o f the 
n a t i o n as a whole." "As a result....we 
hope to...encourage those programs which 
p o r t r a y the highest standards of human 
>>ehavior...." 

Unfo r t u n a t e l y , your e d i t o r was f o r c e d 
to d e c l i n e the i n v i t a t i o n , but d i d send 
i n an answer to the t o p i c f o r d i s c u s s i o n : 

Fhere are the heroes o f today? They 
can s t i l l be found i n your community and 
mine. They are not the p u b l i c i t y seeking 
type, and u n l i k e " b i r d s of a f e a t h e r " 
they do not f l o c k together. I f you t h i n k 
you have discovered one, he would q u i t e 
n a t u r a l l y deny i t . You w i l l not f i n d him 
by h i s own admission, or by the cut o f 
h i s c l o t hes, f o r he wears no i d e n t i f y i n g 
costume, or seeks o r a i s e and compensation 
*'or what he f e e l s i s h i s moral duty t o 
perform. You may f i n d him i n the midst 
of any unorganized group, i f you know how 
to recognize good character, f o r he 
stands out, morally, head and shoulders 
above the crowd. I s he then the best 
c u a l i f i e d i n any a c t i v i t y or emergency? 
Not ne c e s s a r i l y , but i n an obvious ques
t i o n of r i g h t or wrong, he can be de-
oenced upon to defend h i s c o n v i c t i o n s , 
and usually wins out a g a i n s t over-power
ing odds. 

- I f we were t o a d v e r t i s e f o r one, we 
would no doubt, get many a p p l i c a n t s , 
o h y s i c a l l y eouipped, or those who have 
been s o - l a b e l l e d and have c l i p p i n g s t o 
nrove endurance records, gone f a r t h e r , 
won more, e t . , but i n the f i n a l screening 
of ao'.licants we would not f i n d what we 
were l o o k i n g f o r . 

How then s h a l l we f i n d a hero today? 
How s h a l l we be able t o i d e n t i f y him? I f 
there ever v.as an a u t h o r i t y on t h i s sub-
j p c t , we, of thp Horotio Alger Society, 
believe t h a t H i r a t i o Alger, J r . , was the 
best c T i a l i f i e d , since he described lO'J or 
more i n h i s day during the past century. 

U r s t , we w e r e t a u g h t t h a t a h e r o i s 
not b o r n w i t h any a a c i t i o n t l acvantages 
o v e r the r e s t o f us. He i s molded dur-
i ng h i s childhood. VJhen the Alger hero 
i s f i r s t i n troduced t o the reader, o f t e n 
h e i s already 16 y e a r s of age. The 
f i r s t i m p l i e d i n g r e d i e n t i n the molding 
of a hero, was p a r e n t a l l o v e , f o r which 
he learned t o r e t u r n w i t h equal generos
i t y . He was taught t n a t t h e r e was a 
Greater Love which he learned t o appre
c i a t e and respect. He was taught a t an 
e a r l y age t o d e t e c t r i g h t from wrong, 
and t h a t i t was h i s moral duty t o de
fend i t w i t h a l l h i s might. 

He was taught t h a t h i s conduct should 
always be commendable and above r e 
proach. And so, a t the beginning of 
each Alger s t o r y , we f i n d "our hero" 
m o r a l l y equipped t o make h i s way i n the 
w o r l d , honorably and r e s p e c t f u l l y , how
ever, h i s education was o f t e n delayed 
due t o f i n a n c i a l d i f f i c u l t i e s a t home. 
The t r u e Alger hero, when able t o do so, 
always completed h i s education event
u a l l y , and even encouraged and assisted 
o t h e r less f o r t u n a t e boys t o do the same. 

U n f o r t u n a t e l y , every home cannot pro
duce a hero, due t o the l a c k of p a r e n t a l 
l o v e and quidance. Today's w o r l d pre
sents new problems f o r s o c i e t y t o con
quer i f we are t o " T r a i n up a c h i l d i n 
the way he should go," but the i n g r e d 
i e n t s remain the same. Perhaps i f t o 
day's c h i l d cannot be molded i n the pro
per environment, by h i s parents i n h i s 
ovni home, s o c i e t y must make an attempt 
t o reach him, and communicate w i t h him 
through our modern day Communications 
Media. ( c u t and e d i t e d ) 

**)«• 

I n the o p i n i o n of your e d i t o r , the 
committee sponsoring the forum encour
ages the Communications Media t o take a 
new look, and encourage a f r e s h approach 
i n d e a l i n g w i t h t h e c h i l d r e n of our 
generation. Newsboy i s proud t o sup
p o r t such a program, and i t i s our 
f e r v e n t prayer t h a t the youth of our 
day w i l l lend an a t t e n t i v e ear t o the 
p r i n c i p l e s of H o r a t i o A l g e r , J r . , who 
d i d much i n h i s day t o b u i l d good char
a c t e r i n the youth o f h i s d a y , and 
w h i c h i s our h e r i t a g e . 



"THAT WONDERFUL WORLD OF HORATIO ALGER 

Steve Press, champion 
of the present generation 
of New York street-boys, 
and a defender o f the old> 
hopes t h a t I I n t e n d t o 
give equal time t o boys 
l i k e Ragged Dick, and 
even suggests what Dick, 
himself might have said: 

"We too i s Alger boys, 
Mr. Campbell; and i t sure a i n ' t easy t o 
be so neat and clean when yer F i f t h Ave-
noo manshun i s a box i n a a l l e y , and I'm 
a rough customer but I wouldn't s t e a l and 
I a i n ' t mean and I earn my own way." 

I'm w i t h you, Dick, and I stand shoul
der t o shoulder w i t h Mr. Press i n defend
i n g you, however, there are two sidea to 
every coin. Your "country" cousin had the 
b e n e f i t o f a good home, meager as i t may 
have been, and parental love and guidance. 
He was molded a t an e a r l y age and pre
pared f o r the p i t f a l l s o f an a d u l t world. 

Your problem, r i g h t from t h e very s t a r t 
and as f a r back as you can remember, was 
one of s u r v i v a l , and you d i d s u r v i v e , de
s p i t e the greatest of handicaps. My hat 
comes o f f t o you! 

I n a l e t t e r to Mr. Press, I have com
pared you and your "country" cousin w i t h 
two flower seeds. The seed o f your 
"country" cousin was planted i n a f l o w e r 
bed, nourished and cared f o r , and when he 
was ready to be t r a n s p l a n t e d , he was able 
to stand alone. 

Your seed, Dick, f e l l by the wayside, 
you were f o r c e d t o survive and grow, i f 
possible under the most impossible condi
t i o n s . Your associates were a sturdy l o t , 
yet noxious and a nuisance t o s o c i e t y . 

You knew what you were. You knew t h a t 
you were d i f f e r e n t somehow, f o r you had 

p r i n c i p l e s . The bloom i n your cheeks 
was pale. You may have been annoyed a t 
the sturdy c o n s t i t u t i o n of your asso
c i a t e s , and perhaps a l i t t l e o f t n e i r 
c u l t u r e rubbed o f f on you. At l e a s t , « 
there was a t e m p t a t i o n t o deny your ^ 
h e r i t a g e . Occasionally, your asso
c i a t e s were cut down and hauled o f f ( t o 
the i s l a n d ) , l e a v i n g you standing, but 
they returned, and rose again. 

Why were you l e f t standing? Because 
you were d i f f e r e n t ? Because you had 
p r i n c i p l e s ? Because you had done no 
harm? Because you were not noxio\is, 
and a nuisance t o s o c i e t y . Yes, f o r 
someone had observed the d i f f e r e n c e be-
tv?een you and your associates and de
s i r e d t o give you a chance. 

No one i s supposed t o be able t o l i f t 
h i m s e l f up by h i s own bootstraps, and 
you, i n your predicament, were no ex
c e p t i o n . You needed a h e l p i n g hand. 

The f r i e n d who l e f t you standing, a l s o 
l i f t e d you out and transplanted you i n t o 
a d i f f e r e n t environment. The r e s u l t was 
t h a t w i t h your p r i n c i p l e s , and w i t h the 
care and guidance of a he l p i n g hand, you 
developed i n t o what you vjere supposed t o 
be, and what you r e a l l y wantea t o be, 

I s h a l l never f o r g e t your thanks, and 
the promise you made t o the one who gave ' 
you a h e l p i n g hand: "whenever I have an 
o p p o r t u n i t y of h e l p i n g along a boy who 
i s s t r u g g l i n g upward as I once had t o 
s t r u g g l e , I w i l l do i t . " 

To me, these words which came from Mr. 
Alger's pen, and a c t i n g a s your mouth
piece, are immortal, a n a a foundation 
upon which our H o r a t i o Alger Society was 
b u i l t . 

V*e are indeed g r a t e f u l f o r these words 
of wisaom, whi^h i s our he r i t a g e . (PF-OOD; 
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