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"SMASH YER BAGGAGE, MUM?" 

The above picture is taken from Ben the Luggage Boy by Horatio 
Alger Jr. which was deposited for copyright on May 11, 1870.by 
Loring. 
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HORATIO ALGER SOCIETY 

To further the philosophy of Horatio 
Alger Jr. and to encourage the spirit 
of Strive and Succeed that for half 
a century guided Alger's undaunted 
heroes - lads whose struggles epit 
omized the Great American Dream and 
flamed hero ideals in countless 
millions of young Americans. 
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The NEWSBOY, the official organ 
of the Horatio Alger Society is 
published monthly except January 
and July, and is distributed free 
to Society member. Membership 
fee for any twelve month period 
is $5.00. 

NEWSBOY recognizes Ralph D. 
Gardner's HORATIO ALGER, or the 
American Hero Era, published by 
Wayside Press, 1964, as the lead 
in~ authority on the subject. 

Please use membership roster for 
mailing address of our officers. 
*********************************** 
Notes from members ..... 

Otto Wilt, PF-132 found an auto 
graphed copy of Horatio Alger Jr. 
THE $500 CHECK. It was autograph 
ed as follows: 

To my young friend Karl W. 
Perkins of Chicopee, Mass. With 
the best wished of Horatio Alger Jr. 
223 West 34th. 81 New York April 15, 
1892. 

Just below in different hand writ 
ing is: And with best wishes of his 
Cousin Walter. 
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The book is in good condition 
and a real find. 
********************************* 

Frank Eisenberg, PF-229 had 8 
of his jokes accepted by the 
Laugh In people and won prizes 
worth $450.00. Frank is leaving 
for Europe soon and will be away 
for three weeks. On his last 
trip Frank bought a copy - 1st. 
Ed. - of Nuggett Finders, printed 
in England, from Ned Hall, PF-245. 
Frank now has 106 titles. 
********************************* 

Frank Eisenberg, PF-229, has 
written an Alger type story using 
all of Alger's titles. It is 
very interesting and if you would 
like a copy drop Frank a line. 
Frank also reports he now has 103 
Alger titles. 
********************************* 

Gladys Judson, PF-063 reports 
that at the college in Chestnut 
Hill, Montaque, Mass. they are 
using two Alger titles in one 
English novel course. They repre 
sent turn of the century novels. 
********************************* 
Welcome to New Members 

PF-303 Edward W. Edwards 
9 Jefferson Rd. 
Scarsdale, N.Y. 10583 
(Jean) T-37 

Ed heard of us thru Ralph 
Gardnew and is interested in 
collecting and reading all titles. 
********************************* 

PF-304 Charles Schneider 
359 Beldon Ave. 
Chicago, Illinois 
T-2 

60614 

Charles was a visitor at Ken 
Butler's "Time Was Museum" when 
he learned about the HAS. His 
interest in Alger is reading and 
collecting. Charles also collects 

CON'T ON PAGE 8 
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MORE ALGEH PHILOSOPHY JlND FA'-i:ILHE t:AMFS 

Let us not forr,et t.hat, Horatio 1 $ des 
tiny W&S gui de d ar.d Cirected into the 
field of the ministry by his father, s nd 
so it should not be surprising that he 
emer'ged as a teacher instec.d of a 
preacher. He preferrec to teach the 
younger generation as opposed to his 
elders, and he preferred to reach them 
in large numbers by way of the written 
word instead of by the way of a cap 
tive audf.ence and the spoken word, 

It is not surprising that he injected 
n gems of vlisdom" into his stories right 
at the proper place when the young 
reader want.ed to do everything in his 
power to be like the "heron he was 
reading about. 

Perh~ps one of the most potent gems 
of wi.sdom designed for his young reader's 
is his nhilosophy on compassion. The 
following quote can be found in the story 
of Fame_§: Fortune, chapter ?3: 

11'Ihere are many boys, and men 'boo, 
yrho, like Micky Maguire, have never 
h ad a. fair chance in life. Let us 
r ernember- that, when we judge them, 
snd not be too hasty to condemn. 
Let us consider also whether it is 
not in our power to give someone the 
chance that may redeem him. 11 

Just imagine the power of the Alger 
influence on the young readers who have 
been set-up with a situation where it 
would be only human to condemn, but man 
f'u] ly to forgive. There are sever-aL 
situations of this kind to be found in 
the Alger stories, and the Alger hero 
s.Lway s forei ves , 

It must be remembered that Micky 
Mat;uire was a street vagabond wi t.hout 
any principles what.soever , and .it was a 
natural thing for him to try to outsmart 
eve~7one he could. ~1ow Ragged Dick had 
t11is to say of his par-t.Lc+Ls.r friend 
'.;Ucky in an earlier chapter (fi'20) of the 
sa-ne st.ory , 

"I haven't s.ny ill will agaf.ns t 
Micky. If I ever can do him a good 
turn I wi.Ll , I've been luckier than 
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he and most of my ale companions. I'm 
going to do all I can to help them 
along. There's good in them if you 
can only br i.ng it out. n 

And when our hero made it clear to 
Micky that he he.rbor ed no ill will 
against him, Micky experienced a desire 
to improve his character, and this lead 
to his eventual reforms.tion. 

.Hger was·telling his readers that if 
a little compassion could create lli.r8cles, 
the reader also could do likewise. 

It doesn't take an alliteration of 
names to have the qualifications of an 
Alger hero according to his foraula. In 
f'ac t I am of the opinion that Alger real 
ized the fallacy of identifying nis heroes 
with alliterative names for fear that he 
might give the impression thvt. unless you 
had such a name you could never hope to 
be fin Alger hero. 

Take for example the name of Micky 
Maguire. It suggests that it takes Jrore 
than an alliterative name to be hero 
materiel. In order to become one of the 
"good guys" all that Miclcy had going for 
him was an alliterative name, otherYiise 
he had to start building character from 
scratch. The name didn't help much. It 
didn't keep him froa being detained on 
Elackwell's Island on several occasions. 

Py the same token Alger had to be ex 
tremely careful in assigning names to the 
"bad guys" such as out.Laws , tramps and 
other persons of low·character for fear 
of offending living persons, end the best 
he could do for these characters was to 
assign them an e,lliter&tive name on 
occasions. 

I believe that 1'.lger himself liked to 
be identified with·his stories arrl had 
assd gn ... ed certain char-act.er's Ywith remes 
v-h i.ch had his own ini t.i.e.Ls , such as Horace 
J,nies, s storekeeper .,.,ho lives 20 miles 
from Boston. See The Young Bank Messenger, 
chapt.er- ';.7. 

The c.ue ry regarding ;.,>,argaret J. Preston 
has no connection with Alger pseudonyms, 
since she was a living per son, (PF-ca:J) 

Copyright, Forrest Carnpbe LL, 1970 
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SH LAST WORDS. 

LAST WORDS. 

UY BOHATIO ALGER, JR. 

D l~A It Chm·lic," breathed a soldier; - 
- " 0, comrade, true and tried, 
\\'ho in the heat of battle 
Prcssc1I closely to my side; 

I feel that I am stricken, 
..\ly life is ebbinrr fast· 

I fain would have ~·ou ~ith me, 
Dear Charlie, till the last. 

"It seems so sudden, Charlie; 
To think to-morrow's sun 

Will look upon me lifeless, 
And I not twenty-one I 

I little dreamed this moruin o 
'T would brin~ my last ea~paign; 

Go.J's ways arc not as our ways, 
And I will not complain. 

" There's one at home, dear Charlie, 
'Vil! mourn for me, when dead, 

Whose heart - it is a mother's - 
Can scarce be comforted. 

316 LAST IVOJlliS. 

And if, in that far country 
\\""liid1 I ain goi11g to, 

Our earthly tics niay enter, 
I 'JI there my !01·e renew, 

" Come nearer, closer, Charlie ; 
My head I fain would rest, 

It must lie for the last time, 
Upon your foitl1ful breast. 

D,•ar friend, I cannot tell you 
How in rny heart I feel 

The 1h•pth of your devotion, - 
Your friendship strong as steel. 

" 'Ve 've watched and campod together 
In sunshine and in rain ; 

\\' c 've share ii the toils and perils 
Of more than one carnpai"n · 

A111I when rny tired feet 1;i11~retl 
Beneath the noontide heat, 

Your words sust aincd 1ny courage, 
Gave new strength to my feet. 

" And once, - 'twas at Antietam, - 
Pressed hard by tl1ronging foes, 

I almost sank exhausted 
Beneath their cruel blows,-. 
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LA Ii 1' JV U JUJ:i. 

Yon 'II write .uul r-n lnr, Charlie, 
\\'ith 111y drar love, that I 

1<'011.,ht bravely as a soluicr should, 
~ .. I <lic1l as he should die. 

" A111l you will tell her, Charlie, 
l:)hl! must not ~ri<\l'C! too much ; 

Our country claims our young lives, 
For she has n ecrl of such. 

And where is lie would falter, 
Or turn ignobly back, 

When Duty's voice cries 'Forward I' 
And Honor lights the track? 

" And there's another, Charlie, 
(His voice became more low.) 

When thoughts of her come o'er me, 
It makes it hard to go. 

This locket in my bosom, 
She gave me just before 

I left my native villa;;c, 
For the fearful scenes of war. 

"Give her this message, Charlie, 
Sent with my dying breath : 

To her and to my banner,· 
I'm ' faithful unto death.' 

J,,tST 1110/Ui.'i. 

'Vhcn yon, d<'ar fri~nd, undaunted, 
\Vit.h hcadlr>11g •·our;i.~c threw 

Yo111· heart into t.lu. ('Olllest, 
Am] safely brought me through. 

"l\ly words arc weak, dear Chrulic, 
J\[y breath i~ ~rowi11~ scant; 

Your ha11d upon 111y lu-art - tl1cre, 
C;u1 you 11ot hca1· me pa11t? 

Yonr tho11~l1ls l know will warnkr 
:Somcti1ncs to where 1 Ii": 

How dark it grow' I Trnc comra<le 
AtHl fait11rul friend, ;;ouil-by ! " 

A moment, an<l he lay there 
A ~tatue pale arnl c;d111, 

lli' youthful hca<l reclining 
Upon his comra<lc's arm. 

Ilis liml1s upon tlie µ:recnswanl 
. \\'ere strctclic<l in careless grace, 

And by the fiifol mnnn was seen 
A smile upon hi" faee. 

FROM THE COLLECTION OF EDWARD G. LEVY PF-004 
-6- 

315 

:n 1 



NEWSBOY 
By Jack Bales 

NEW YORK CITY DURING THE TIME OF 
HORATIO ALGER, JR. 

THE GREAT BLIZZARD OF 1888 

It was Sunday, March 11, 1888. 
The weather had been mild the last 
few days, and everyone in New York 
City was looking forward to spring. 
Therefore, when the weather report 
said that the day would be rainy, 
everyone expected it to be just a 
normal, light, spring rain. How 
wrong they were. 

The rain was not just a "spring 
shower" by any means. As the day 
wore on, the rain worsened, and 
streets and sidewalks were flood 
ed. Then it began to freeze, and 
by 5:00 p.m., a layer of ice cover 
ed everything. 

Late that night the rain turned 
to sleet, and finally, the sleet 
changed to snow. The Great Bliz 
zard had begun. 

The snowfall was heaviest in west 
ern Massachusetts (twenty feet of 
it covered the town of Pitt~field). 
But the storm was most devastating 
in New .York City, even though re 
cord falls did not occur. On March 
12 and 13, the total was only about 
twenty inches. However, the snow 
drifts reached to the second story 
of houses, and in some places the 
snow was higher. 

When New Yorkers arose Monday 
morning, most of them were just 
annoyed at the snow falling out 
side their window. Few were alarm 
ed. After all, they figured, bliz 
zards occurred in the western 
states, not in New York City. 
Therefore, the day began as it 
usually did. Besides, there was 
a depression in 1888, a~d all who 
had jobs did not want to miss work. 

But the people's apathy soon 
vanished when the realized the 
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greatness of the storm. Trains 
ceased to run, and some people 
froze to death in the blizzard. 
Other people were kille~ or in 
jured by toppling chimneys and 
cornices. 

When·children reached school, 
they were almost immediately sent 
back home. Since the teachers 
sent them forth in groups that 
were organized in order of the 
children's proximity to each other, 
no deaths occurred, as the child 
ren helped one another trudge the 
way home. It was not so with 
some adults however. Some city 
employees that were dismissed 
early fell under the weather's 
fierceness. 

Scalpers were out in full force 
during the blizzard. Over shoes 
that usually cost $3.00 sold for 
$10.00. Sandwiches went for $5.00 
and coffee for $1.00. Hotel keep 
ers also took advantage of the 
situation. By 5:00 p.m. a room 
which normally rented for $2.50 
a night (including breakfast) rose 
to $6.00 a night (no breakfast). 

Monday night found pickpockets 
ply~ng their trade. Police had 
assigned men to watch in hotels 
for known "dips," and when they 
were caught, were kicked out into 
the storm, which was a worse pun 
ishment than arresting the thief 
and letting him sleep in a warm 
cell. 

As might be imagined, the cify's 
firemen had a terrible ordeal 
when it came to putting out fires 
in the snow. Many fire alarm box 
es were out of order, and when the 
men were notified of a fire, the 
equipment occasionally had to be 
dragged partway to the blaze. 
Fire hydrants had to h~ve the ice 
chopped away, and usually, the 
building could seldom be saved. 

-7- CON'T PAGE 8 
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COLLECTOR'S CROSSWORD 
BY HERB i.. RISTEEN 

ACROSS 

1 "Frank Merriwell's 
5 Juvenile fiction hero (with 31 down) 

10 American Indians 
12 Bird's abode 
13 Creator of 5 across 
15 Hebrew measure 
16 Imperial domain 
20 11---te and Waste" (Optic) 
23 Horatio Alger title: 2 wds. 
26 Blackbird 
27 Not uniform 
28 Celebes ox 
30 G.A. Henry title: 2 wds. 
37 French painter 
38 Singer Ford 
39 Accumulate 
40 Jerry --- Series 

DOWN 

1 Miserables" 
2 "Herbert c---er Is Legacy" (Alger) 
3 "Tom Swift and his Big ---igible" 
4 "Lost of---" (Alger) 
5 Identical 
6 Smaller 
7 Wrathful 

-8- 
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8 "Frank Merriwell's Sports 
A---ld" 

9 Dave Por--- Series 
11 "The --- Boy" (Alger) 
14 Novelist Hough ("The Covered 

Wagon") 
16 "---m Storm, the Wolfer" 

(Castlemon) 
17 "Little---" (Alcott) 
18 Greek letter 
19 "Wa--- and Hope" (Alger) 
20 Humble abode 
21 Behave 
22 "Tom Swift and his Racer" 
24 Room 
25 "S---w and sure" 
28 Periods 
29 Insect eggs 
30 Candle-nut tree 
31 See 5 across 
32 "From C---1 Boy to President" 

(Alger) 
33 "A Struggle for a F---une" 

(Castlemon) 

34 ---animo (with one mind) 
35 The Pony ---er Boys 
36 Man's nickname 

CON'T FROM PAGE 7 
The poor especially suffered 

during the blizzard. Free coal 
was given to them by P. M. Wilson, 
a New York City millionaire real 
tor. 

(To be concluded next issue) 

SOURCE: Werstein, Irving. The 
Blizzard of '88. 

NEXT: The storm wanes on Tues 
day, March 13, and a phenomenal 
event occurs. 

CON'T FROM PAGE 2 
antique toys. He is 10 years old 
and a student in Chicago. 
********************************** 
Change of address: 

PF-296 Dr. William Kenworthy Jr. 
High Street 
Atglen, Pa. 19310 

********************************** 
"What one knows is, in youth, of little moment· 

they know enough who know how to learn." ' 

Henry Brooks Adams (1838-1918) 


