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Newsboy, the o f f i c i a l organ o f t h e Hora
t i o A l g e r S o c i e t y , i s p u b l i s h e d m o n t h l y 
and i s d i s t r i b u t e d f r e e t o o u r members. 
Membership f e e f o r any t w e l v e month 
p e r i o d i s $ 1 0 . 0 0 . 

Newsboy r e c o g n i z e s Ralph D. Gardner's 
H o r a t i o A l g e r o r , t h e American Hero E r a , 
p u b l i s h e d by Wayside P r e s s , 1 9 6 4 , as t h e 
l e a d i n g a u t h o r i t y on t h e s u b j e c t . 

M a n u s c r i p t s r e l a t i n g t o H o r a t i o A l g e r ' s 
l i f e and works are s o l i c i t e d by t h e 
e d i t o r . 

* * * 
THE ALBERT JOHANNSEN 

COLLECTION OF DIME NOVELS 
by Jack Bales 

Ever hear o f Malaeska, o r t h e I n d i a n 
Wife of t h e White Hunter? I t was A m e r i 
ca's f i r s t dime n o v e l , p u b l i s h e d i n 1860 
by E r a s t u s Beadle, and i t s o l d over 
3 0 0 , 0 0 0 c o p i e s d u r i n g i t s p u b l i s h i n g 
h i s t o r y . However, a l t h o u g h a l l a f i c i o 
nados o f t h i s " v a n i s h e d l i t e r a t u r e " a r e 
undou b t e d l y a c q u a i n t e d w i t h A l b e r t 
Johannsen's superb s t u d y o f Beadle's 
book company and i t s p u b l i c a t i o n s . The 
House o f Beadle and Adams and I t s 
Dime and N i c k e l N o v e l s , p r o b a b l y few 
are aware o f t h e l o c a t i o n o f t h e 
m a t e r i a l Johannsen used i n t h e w r i t i n g 

o f h i s t h r e e volume h i s t o r y o f t h i s 
p u b l i s h i n g house. 

I am i n d e b t e d t o Miss Debbie O s t e r l o h 
o f t h e U n i v e r s i t y o f I l l i n o i s Graduate 
School o f L i b r a r y Science f o r s e n d i n g 
me t h e f o l l o w i n g i n f o r m a t i o n . E a r l i e r 
t h i s y e a r , R o b e r t B. Downs, i n t e r n a 
t i o n a l l y known l i b r a r i a n and s c h o l a r , 
w r o t e Guide t o I l l i n o i s L i b r a r y Re
s o u r c e s . P v i b l i s h e d i n Chicago by t h e 
American L i b r a r y A s s o c i a t i o n , t h i s book 
a l p h a b e t i c a l l y a r r a n g e s by s u b j e c t s t h e 
v a r i o u s t y p e s o f m a t e r i a l s t h a t a r e i n 
l i b r a r i e s t h r o u g h o u t I l l i n o i s . One o f 
th e h e a d i n g s i s "dime n o v e l s , " and 
q u o t i n g f r o m t h e passage under i t : 

" N o r t h e r n I l l i n o i s U n i v e r s i t y L i b r a r y 
has t h e Johannsen C o l l e c t i o n : A compre
h e n s i v e c o l l e c t i o n o f m a t e r i a l o r i g i n 
a l l y c o l l e c t e d by A l b e r t Johannsen, t h e 
a u t h o r o f The House o f Beadle and 
Adams.• . . I n summary, t h e r e a r e 6 , 5 9 3 
Beadle and Adams p u b l i c a t i o n s , 2 , 1 0 2 
o t h e r 'dime n o v e l s , ' 600 p e r i o d i c a l s 
and pamphlets on v a r i o u s s u b j e c t s r e 
l a t i n g i n t h e main t o 'dime n o v e l s ' and 
t h e i r w r i t e r s ; 560 m i s c e l l a n e o u s books 
i n c l u d i n g r e f e r e n c e works r e l a t i n g t o 
'dime n o v e l s , ' and o t h e r i t e m s f r o m t h e 
p e r s o n a l and p r o f e s s i o n a l l i b r a r y o f 
t h e l a t e A l b e r t Johannsen; 13 bound 
volumes o f m a n u s c r i p t m a t e r i a l r e l a t i n g 
t o t h e work The House o f Beadle and 
Adams and I t s Dime and N i c k e l N o v e l s ; 4 
boxes o f m i s c e l l a n e o u s m a n u s c r i p t mate
r i a l , p h o t o g r a p h s , n e g a t i v e s , scrapbook 
m a t e r i a l , e t c . , a l l r e l a t i n g t o Beadle 
and Adams p u b l i c a t i o n s and t h e s u b j e c t 
o f 'dime n o v e l s ' i n g e n e r a l . " 

* * ie 

Keeping on t h e s u b j e c t o f dime n o v e l s , 
i n t h e June, 1974 i s s u e o f PCAN (Popu
l a r C u l t u r e A s s o c i a t i o n N e w s l e t t e r ) , 
t h i s was w r i t t e n about t h e famous Hess 
C o l l e c t i o n a t t h e U n i v e r s i t y o f Minnes
o t a : "'Hess C o l l e c t i o n : Dime N o v e l s , 
S t o r y Papers, Boys & G i r l s S e r i e s 
Books, Paperbound L i b r a r i e s , ' a 20 page 
pamphlet i s a v a i l a b l e f r e e on r e q u e s t 
f r o m t h e C u r a t o r , Hess C o l l e c t i o n , 109 
W a l t e r L i b r a r y , U n i v e r s i t y L i b r a r i e s , 
U n i v e r s i t y o f M i n n e s o t a , M i n n e a p o l i s , 
M i n n e s o t a 5 5 4 5 5 . " 
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Horatio Alger and Profits 
B y I R V I N G K R I S T O L 

Ove r these pas t months, I h a v e been at 
tending m a n y conferences of b u s i n e s s m e n , 
and it a lmost always, happens that some 
one wi l l intervene lo inqui re , p l a i n t i v e l y : 
"What c an we do to m a k e the profit mo
tive respectable once a g a i n ? " O r : " W h y , 
in v iew of the genera l p rosper i ty w h i c h the 
free exerc ise of the profit mot ive h a s 
brought to our society, i s it held in s u c h 
low e s t e e m - i n d e e d , in con tempt—by inte l 
lectuals, a cademics , students, the m e d i a , 
politicians, even our v e r y own c h i l d r e n ? " 
O r : "Why is the prof it -seeking bus iness 
man , who c reates aff luence for eve ryone , 
a somewhat less than reputab le f igure i n 
A m e r i c a n society t o d a y ? " 

Whatever the p rec i s e word ing , i f s a 
fascinating and Important quest ion. I n 
some ways, it m a y be the most impor tan t 
question confronting our l i be ra l - cap i t a l i s t 
society. There c a n be no doubt that , if 
business a s an occupat ion a n d bus iness 
men as a c l a s s continue to drift in popular 
opinion from the center of r e spec tab i l i t y to 
its marg ins , then l i be ra l c a p i t a l i s m - a n d 
our l iberal pol it ical s y s t e m with i t — h a s 
precious little chance for s u r v i v a l . 

But, a s phrased , it i s a lso the wrong 
q u e s t i o n - i n the sense that it r e v e a l s how 
antibnsiness opinion ha s shaped the think
ing and the language of bu s ine s smen them
selves. F o r the idea that the b u s i n e s s m a n 
is ruled .solely by 'the profit m o t i v e , " that 
he i s s imply a n acquis i t ive c r e a t u r e lus t ing 
after the greatest possible ga in , and that 
l iberal -capital ist society i s noth ing m o r e 
than an "acqu i s i t i ve s o c i e t y , " w a s or ig i 
nal ly proposed a s an indictment of our so
cio-economic s y s t e m , and is st i l l t a k e n by 
m a n y to be exact ly that. 

Indeed, if the descr ipt ion i s t rue , the in 
dictment is inevitable . Who on ea r th w a n t s 
to l ive in a society in w h i c h a l l — o r even a 
m a j o r i t y - o f one 's fellow c i t i zens a r e fully 
engaged in the hot pursui t of money , the 
single-minded pursui t of m a t e r i a l se l f - in
terest? T o put it another w a y : Who w a n t s 
to l ive in a society in wh i ch se l f i shness and 
self-seeking are ce lebrated a s p r i m a r y v i r 
tues? Such a society is unfit for h u m a n 
habitation - t h u s s aye th the O ld T e s t a m e n t , 
the New Tes tament , the K o r a n , the G r e e k 
philosophers, the med i eva l theologians, a l l 
of modern mora l philosophy. So if c a p i t a l 
i s m is what this ind ic tment c l a i m s i t i s — i f 
it i s what so m a n y b u s i n e s s m e n today 
seem to think it i s — t h e n it i s doomed, and 
properly. 

But this is not wha t a l i be ra l - cap i t a l i s t 
society is supposed to be l ike , a n d it w a s 
only in recent decades that anyone thought 
it was supposed to be l ike that . A s a m a t 
ter of fact, if this h a d been the o r i g ina l 
idea of cap i ta l i sm, it could neve r have 
come into ex is tence—not i n a c i v i l i z a t i on 
sti l l powerfully pe rmea ted by C h r i s t i a n 
va lues and C h r i s t i a n beliefs. C e r t a i n l y c a p 
i ta l i sm did free the sp i r i t of c o m m e r c i a l 
enterprise f rom i ts feudal and m e r c a n t i l i s t 

fetters. I t did l eg i t imate the pu r su i t of 
s e l f i n t e r e s t - b u t the pursu i t of se l f - inter 
est rightly understood. And w h e n this c a p i 
ta l ist ic ethic i s itsel f rightly understood as 
an ethic, it turns out to be s ometh ing quite 
different from a m e r e un l ea sh ing of " the 
profit mot i ve . " 

Basinessmen as Heroes 
I f one wants to apprec i a te the m o r a l d i 

mensions of the l i be ra l - cap i ta l i s t pe r spec 
tive, there i s no better p lace to look than in 
the Horatio A lger nove l s—the only sub
stant ia l body of A m e r i c a n l i t e ra tu re whe r e 
bus inessmen a r e heroes r a t h e r t h a n v i l 
la ins. These novels, of course , a r e no longer 
r ead today. But pr ior to Wor ld W a r I I , 
they were sti l l in wide c i r cu l a t i on a n d 
were being av id ly r e ad by ado lescent boys. 
T h e y had by then been enormous ly popu lar 
for half a century , so p r e s u m a b l y they cor 
responded to c e r t a i n deep A m e r i c a n be
liefs. And what does one d i scove r w h e n one 
returns to a r ead ing of Horat io A l g e r ? 
Well , one d i scovers nothing l ike a c e l e b r a 
tion of " the profit m o t i v e , " pure a n d s i m 
ple. In.stcad, one finds a m o r a l concept ion 
of business as an honorable voca t i on for 
honorable .men. A profitable vocat ion , to 
be -sure. But profitable because honorable, 
not v ice ve r sa . 

T h e bas i c a s sumpt ion of Ho ra t i o A l g e r 
i s that the life of bus iness i s a good life be
cause it helps develop c e r t a i n a d m i r a b l e 
t ra i t s of c h a r a c t e r : probity, d i l i gence , 
thrift, se l f - re l iance, se l f - respect , candor , 
fa i r deal ing, and so o n - a l l those "bour 
geois v i r t u e s " w h i c h no one quite be l i eves 
in a n y more. A young m a n who en te r s the 
vocat ion of bus iness m u s t h a v e these v i r 
tues latent w i th in h i m , or e l se he cannot 
succeed honorably. A n d if he does succeed 
honorably, he w i l l r ep resent these v i r tue s 
in their fullest form. Horat io A l g e r ' s s u c 
ce s s stories are a l so full -blooded m o r a l i t y 
ta les . 

I t i s also important to notice w h a t H o r a 
tio A lger does not s a y . H e does not s a y you 
caimot succeed o t h e r w i s e — " s p e c u l a t o r s " 
and " f reebooters " (whee le r -dea l e r s , we 
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Today, businessmen des
perately try to defend their 
vocation as honorable be
cause profitable. Without 
realizing it, they are stand
ing Horatio Alger on his 
head. It toon't work. 

should say) may indeed become wealthy, 
but such types are not honorable business
men. They can become wealthy but are 
never "success stories," since they have 
only enriched but not "bettered" them

se lves , i.e.. their c h a r a c t e r s h a v e been in 
no w a y improved by their ac t ive l i ves . Nor 
does he s ay that s u c c e s s under c a p i t E d i s m 
i s an analogue to the " s u r v i v a l of the fit
t e s t " in nature : the l aw of the jung le i s n o 
suitable model for h u m a n assoc ia t ion i n 
society. Nor does he s ay that " p r i v a t e 
v i c e s " (e.g., se l f i shness , greed, a v a r i c e ) 
a r e justi f iable because they m a y result in 
" pub l i c l )enef its" (e.g., economic growth I ; 
he ins ists on a continuity between pr iva te 
e th ics and the soc ia l ethic of a good soci 
ety. A l l of these other apologia for l i bera l 
cap i t a l i sm, wh ich we a re f a m i l i a r with, 
a re curt ly d i smi s sed by h i m a s unaccept 
able to anyone with a more than r u d i m e n 
t a ry mora l sensib i l i ty . 

Now, it i s true that Horat io A l ge r wrote 
fiction, not fact. B u t it w i l l not do to dis 
m i s s h i m as a mere fanci f ier a n d myth -
m a k e r . To begin with , he would never 
have been so popular , for so long, if his 
conception of A m e r i c a n society had been 
utter ly fanciful. H i s r e ade r s understood 
that he w a s wr i t ing stories, not sociology 
—but they apparent ly pe rce i ved some 
connection between his stor ies and the 
rea l i ty of their socio -economic order. 
T h e r e w a s in fact such a connect ion, wh i ch 
even we c a n st i l l d im ly pe rce ive . Some of 
us are old enough to r e m e m b e r that there 
w a s a t ime when the only thing more r e 
prehensible than buy ing on the ins ta l lment 
p lan w a s sel l ing on the i n s t a l lment p l a n — i t 
encouraged " f e ck l e s snes s . ' And we st i l l 
have some bus iness inst itut ions wh ich 
could only have been founded in Horat io 
A l ge r ' s world. T h u s , on the floors of our 
va r ious stock and commodi ty exchanges , 
t ransact ions involv ing mi l l ions of do l la rs 
take place on the bas i s of nothing more 
than mutua l t rus t : there, a b u s i n e s s m a n ' s 
word is his bond. Imag ine t r y ing to set up 
such institutions today ! A thousand law
y e r s , to s ay nothing of the S E C , would be 
quick to tell you that such conf idence in 
the honor of bus ines smen i s inconsistent 
wi th soimd bus iness p rac t i ces . 

What the 20th Centu ry ha s w i tnessed is 
the degradation of the bourgeois -capi ta l i s t 
ethic into a parody of i t s e l f - i n d e e d , into 
something resem'bling what the c r i t i c s o f 
l ibera l cap i ta l i sm h a d a l w a y s a c c u s e d it of 
l ielng. These c r i t i c s , in te l l ec tua l s and 
men of letters above a l l , neve r did l ike 
m o d e m lil>eral soc iety because it w a s 
" v u l g a r " - i . e . , it pe rmi t ted o rd ina ry m e n 
and women. In the m a r k e t p l a c e , to deter
m ine the shape of th i s c i v i l i za t ion , a pre 
rogat ive that inte l l ectua l s and m e n of let
t e r s have a l w a y s c l a i m e d for themse l ve s . 
( Th i s is w h y so m a n y inte l l ectua l s and 

m e n of letters na tu r a l l y tend to favor some 
form of benevolent despot i sm. In our 
t ime ca l l ed " a p lanned s o c i e t y " ) B u t the i r 
c r i t i c i s m w a s r e l a t i v e l y Inef fectual so long 
a s l i bera l c a p i t a l i s m w a s conta ined wi th in 
a bourgeois w a y of l ife a n d sus ta ined by 
a bourg:eois ethos, the w a y of life and the 
ethos ce lebrated by Horat io A lger . T h e 
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r ommon m a n ha s a l w a y s p re fe r red bour-
gfois cap i ta l i sm to its inte l l ectua l c r i t i c s : 
in the United States he sti l l does, (or the 
most part 

But the trouble is that c a p i t a l i s m out-
jjrow. a.-: it were, its bourgeois o r ig ins and 
bpc:ime ,1 sys tem (or the i m p e r s o n a l l iber-
•ition and sat is fact ion o( appet i tes — a n en
gine for the creat ion of a t f l u e n c e . " a s we 
say . And such a s y s t e m , governed by 
purely mater ia l i s t i c concept ions and in-
(u.sefi with a purely a cqu i s i t i v e ethos, i s de
fenseless before the c r i t ique of its in te l l ec 
tuals. Ye s . it does provide more food, bet
ter housing, better health, to s a y nothing of 
a l l kinds of p leasant conven iences . On ly a 
saint or a snob would d i s m i s s these 
achievements l ightly. Bu t anyone who na 
ively believes that, in s u m . they suff ice to 
legitimize a socio-economic s y s t e m knows 
little of the human hear t and soul . People 
c an le;u-n to despise such a s y s t e m even 
while enjoying its benefits. 

Placid Acceptances 
Nothing more p la in ly r e v e a l s the m o r a l 

ana rchy that p reva i l s w i th in the bus ines s 
community today than the w a y in w h i c h it 
c an placidly a c c e p t - i n d e e d , pa r t i c i pa te in 
- t h e anti-bourgeois cu l ture that is now 
predominant. How m a n y b u s i n e s s m e n 

wa lked out ind ignant ly f rom a mov ie l i ke 
•The G r a d u a t e , " w h i c h d i s p l a y e d them 

land their w i ve s I a s hol low m e n and 
women, worthy of nothing but c o n t e m p f 
Not many , I would t h i n k - t h e c a p a c i t y for 
indignation w i thers a long with se l f - respect . 
How many bus ine s smen re fuse , a s a mat 
ter of honor and of p r inc ip le , to adve r t i s e 
in a publ ication such a s T h e R o l l i n g Stone 
or even P l a y b o y - p u b l i c a t i o n s w h i c h m a k e 
a mockery of the i r indust ry , the i r integ
rity, their fidelity, the v e r y qua l i ty of their 
l i v e s ? T h e question a n s w e r s itself . 

I f bus inessmen a r e nothing but m e r 
chants of aff luence, then their on ly c l a i m 
to their rights and p re roga t i ve s i s that 
they c an per form this task more ef f ic ient ly 
than the government c a n . T h i s a s se r t i on is 
unquest ionably true, but it r e a l l y i s i r r e l e 
vant . E f f i c i ency i s not a m o r a l v i r tue and 
by itself never l eg i t imizes anyth ing . I t i s 
the culture of a s o c i e t y - b y w h i c h I m e a n 
Its rel igion and its m o r a l t rad i t ions , a s 
we l l a s its speci f ic a r t s — w h i c h l e g i t im i ze s 
or i l l eg i t imizes i t s inst i tut ions . F o r dec 
ades now, l ibera ] c a p i t a l i s m h a s been l i v 
ing off the inher i ted cu l tu r a l c a p i t a l of the 
bourgeois e r a , h a s benefitted f rom a m o r a l 
semctlon it no longer e v e n c l a i m s . T h a t leg
a c y is now depleted, and the c u l t u r a l env i 
ronment ha s turned r a d i c a l l y host i le . 

Today , bus inessmen despera te ly t ry to 
defend their vocat ion a s honorable because 
profitable. Without r ea l i z ing it, they a re 
standing Horat io A lger on h i s head . It 
won't work. T h a t inverted m o r a l ethos 
m a k e s no m o r a l sense , a s our cu l ture 
keeps tel l ing us, f rom the most popular 
mov ie to the most avant -garde nove l . T h i s 
cu l ture i s not, a s it s omet imes pretends, 
offended by some bad things that some 
bus inessmen do, it i s offended by what 
bus inessmen a re or s eem to b e — e x e m 
p la r s of the naked "prof i t m o t i v e . " B u s i 
nessmen , of course, are unaccus tomed to 
t ak ing culture ser ious ly . T h e y didn't l i ave 
to, so long a s it w a s ma in l y a bourgeois 
culture , w i th anti-bourgeois sent iments 
concentrated on the marg in s . Today , un 
l ess they s ta r t t ry ing to figure out a w a y to 
cope with the new cu l tu ra l c l ima te , they 
a re l ike ly to c a t c h a deathly ch i l l . I t m a y 
be a bad t ime for bus ine s smen to se l l stock 
(or buy s tock ) but it would s eem to be a 
good t ime for t h e m to take stock. 

afr. Kristol is Henry Luce Professor of 
Urban Values at New York University and 
co-editor of the quarterly The Public Inter
est. He is also a member of the Journal's 
Board of Contributors, four distinguished 
professors who contribute periodic articles 
reflecting a broad range of views. 

The p r e c e d i n g p i e c e , " H o r a t i o A l g e r and 
P r o f i t s , " o r i g i n a l l y a p p e a r e d i n t h e 
J u l y 1 1 , 197A e d i t i o n o f T h e W a l l 
S t r e e t J o u r n a l . I t i s r e p r i n t e d w i t h 
p e r m i s s i o n o f T h e W a l l S t r e e t J o u r n a l (c) 
1974 Dow J o n e s & Company, I n c . A l l 
R i g h t s R e s e r v e d . T h e a u t h o r , I r v i n g 
K r i s t o l , h a s a l s o g i v e n p e r m i s s i o n f o r 
Net^rsboy t o r e p r i n t h i s a r t i c l e . 

K e n n e t h B . B u t l e r , c o - f o u n d e r o f t h e 
H o r a t i o A l g e r S o c i e t y , h a s w r i t t e n t h e s e 
r e m a r k s c o n c e r n i n g " l i r . K r i s t o l ' s e s s a y . 
N'ewsboy a l s o w e l c o m e s o t h e r ' s o p i n i o n s 
o f t h i s r a t h e r t h o u g h t p r o v o k i n g w o r k . 

A COMMENTARY ON 
"HORATIO ALGER AND P R O F I T S " 

b y K e n n e t h B . B u t l e r 

P o o r H o r a t i o A l g e r ' s c h a r a c t e r o r a b i l i 
t i e s a r e a l w a y s b e i n g a s s a s s i n a t e d . 
H e ' s a c c u s e d by one o f b e i n g a woman 
c h a s e r , by o t h e r s a s b e i n g a h a c k w r i t e r 
o f t he l o w e s t o r d e r , by some a s w r i t i n g 
e l o q u e n t l y a b o u t r i c h e s b u t h a v i n g h i m 
s e l f d i e d w i t h l i t t l e o f t h e w o r l d ' s 
goods . 

Now comes I r v i n g K r i s t o l , i n a w e l l -
w r i t t e n p i e c e p r o m i n e n t l y f e a t u r e d i n a 

r e c e n t i s s u e o f T h e W a l l S t r e e t J o u r n a l , 
s a y i n g t h a t t o d a y b u s i n e s s m e n d e s p e r 
a t e l y t r y t o d e f e n d t h e i r v o c a t i o n a s 
h o n o r a b l e , b e c a u s e i t i s p r o f i t a b l e . 
W i t h o u t r e a l i z i n g i t , w r i t e s Mr . K r i s t - -
o l , t h e y a r e s t a n d i n g H o r a t i o A l g e r on 
h i s h e a d . " I t w o n ' t w o r k , " s a y s t h i s 
p r o f e s s o r f rom New Y o r k U n i v e r s i t y . 

T o d a y ' s s o c i e t y , h e s a y s , h o l d s t h e 
p r o f i t m o t i v e i n c o n t e m p t . T h e y s c o r n 
A l g e r ' s t e n e t t h a t g e t t i n g a h e a d d e 
v e l o p s c h a r a c t e r , p r o b i t y , d i l i g e n c e , 
t h r i f t , s e l f - r e l i a n c e and f a i r - d e a l i n g . 
W h e e l e r - d e a l e r s and u n s c r u p u l o u s f r e e ^ 
h o o t e r s o f t e n go t r i c h i n A l g e r ' s 
s t o r i e s , b u t w e r e n e v e r s u c c e s s f u l , 
s i n c e t h e y o n l y e n r i c h e d t h e m s e l v e s and 
d i d n o t b e t t e r t h e m s e l v e s . 

W i t h o u t r e a l i z i n g i t , p e r h a p s . P r o f e s s o r 
K r i s t o l i s n o t s a y i n g t h a t A l g e r was 
m e r e l y a f a n c i f i e r . He i s s a y i n g t h a t 
A l g e r w r o t e f a c t u a l l y b u t t h a t t o d a y ' s 
- s o c i e t y h a s t u r n e d h o s t i l e and w a n t s 
n e i t h e r f a c t s n o r s e n t i m e n t . 

B u t I am u n i m p r e s s e d . I s t i l l b e l i e v e 
i n t h e B i b l e , t h e a d a g e s o f A l e x a n d e r 
P o p e , and t h e w h o l e s o m e n a i v e t y o f 
H o r a t i o A l g e r . 

October-Noveniber 
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B O O K M A R T 

The l i s t i n g o f A l g e r b o o k s i n t h i s d e 
p a r t m e n t i s f r e e t o o u r members . P l e a s e 
l i s t t i t l e , p u b l i s h e r , c o n d i t i o n and 
p r i c e . P = P o o r , F = F a i r , G = G o o d , 
VG = V e r y Good . 

O f f e r e d by E d w a r d T . L e B l a n c , 87 S c h o o l 
S t r e e t , F a l l R i v e r , M a s s . 0 2 7 2 0 . 
S a t i s f a c t i o n g u a r a n t e e d o r money r e 
f u n d e d . P o s t p a i d . 10% d i s c o u n t on n e t 
s a l e s o f $ 1 0 . 0 0 o r o v e r . 

Andy Gordon NYB G $ 1 , 5 0 
( d a t e d 1 9 1 0 ) 

Bob B u r t o n B u r t G 2 . 0 0 
( c a m p f i r e c o v e r ) 

Bob B u r t o n Dono . G 1 . 5 0 
( books and c a n d l e on o r a n g e c o v e r ) 

Bob B u r t o n Dono . G 2 . 0 0 
( books and c a n d l e on b l u e - g r e e n c o v e r ) 

Bound t o R i s e T r a d e G 1 . 5 0 
(RR S t a t i o n on c o v e r - no e n d p a p e r s ) 

Bound t o R i s e Dono . 
( boy r e a d i n g p a p e r on c o v e r ) 

Bound t o R i s e VG 

3 . 0 0 

1 .00 

1 . 5 0 

3 . 0 0 

2 . 5 0 

W o r l d S . 
( r e d c o v e r - t h i n e d i t i o n ) 

T h e C a s h Boy NYB G 
( d a t e d 1909 ) 

C . C o d m a n ' s C r u i s e W i n s t o n G 
(ADT m e s s e n g e r on c o v e r ) 

C h e s t e r Rand H u r s t G 
( p a s t e d - o n c o v e r - no f r o n t end p a p e r ) 

C o u s i n ' s C o n s p i r a c y H u r s t G 2 . 5 0 
( b l u e c o v e r - m i s s i n g f r o n t end p a p e r ) 

C o u s i n ' s C o n s p i r a c y H u r s t G 3 . 0 0 
( p a s t e d - o n r e d c o v e r ) 

D i g g i n g f o r G o l d W i n s t o n 
(ADT m e s s e n g e r on c o v e r ) 

Do and D a r e 
( d u s t j a c k e t a 

F a c i n g t h e W o r l d 
( w i t h d u s t j a c k e t ) 

F a c i n g t h e Wo r l d W o r l d S . VG 
( p u r p l e c o v e r - t h i c k e d i t i o n ) 

F a c i n g t h e W o r l d H u r s t F 
( p a s t e d - o n c o v e r ) 

F r a n k ' s Campa i gn W o r l d VG 1 . 0 0 
( r e d c o v e r - t h i n e d i t i o n ) 

F rom F a r m t o F o r t u n e G&D G 
F r a n k ' s Campa ign W o r l d S . VG 

( r e d c o v e r - t h i n e d i t i o n ) 
G r i t H u r s t G 

( p a s t e d - o n c o v e r ) 

W o r l d S . VG 
l i t t l e r a g g e d ) 

W o r l d S . VG 

3 . 0 0 

1 . 5 0 

1 .50 

2 . 0 0 

2 . 0 0 

1 0 . 0 0 
1 . 0 0 

3 . 0 0 

H u r s t G 
end papf-^ •••.i 
Wo r l d S . VG 

H e c t o r ' s I n h e r i t a n c e B u r t 
( a l i t t l e s h a k e n 

H e l p i n g H i m s e l f 
( p a s t e d - o n c o v e r -

H e l p i n g H i m s e l f 
( r e d c o v e r - t h i n e d i t i o n - w i t h 

H e l p i n g H i m s e l f Wo r l d P . VG 
( r e d c o v e r - t h i n e d i t i o n - w i t h 

H e l p i n g H i m s e l f S a a l . G 
( s m a l l t h i n e d i t i o n ) 

Dono . G 

NYB 

Mer shon G 

VG 

H e l p i n g H i m s e l f 
( t h i n e d i t i o n ) 

H . C a r t e r ' s L e g a c y 
( d a t e d 1 9 0 9 ) 

H . C a r t e r ' s L e g a c y 
( s h o w s a l i t t l e w e a r ) 

I n a New W o r l d H u r s t 
( boy w i t h k n a p s a c k on c o v e r ) 

I n a New W o r l d B u r t 
( boy a t c a m p f i r e on c o v e r ) 

J e d , t h e P o o r h o u s e B , B u r t 
( boy a t c a m p f i r e on c o v e r ) 

J o e ' s L u c k B u r t F 
( boy h u n t e r and dog on c o v e r ) 

J o e ' s L u c k W o r l d P . VG 
( w i t h d u s t j a c k e t ) 

J u l i u s t h e S t r e e t Boy H u r s t 
( s h a k e n - p a s t e d - o n c o v e r ) 

J u l i u s t h e S t r e e t Boy. NYB G 
( d a t e d 1 9 0 9 ) 

J u l i u s t h e S t r e e t Boy NYB G 
( d a t e d 1 9 1 0 ) 

L u k e W a l t o n NYB G 
( d a t e d 1910 ) 

P h i l t h e F i d d l e r Dono . G 
( p a s t e d - o n c o v e r ) 

R i s e n f r om t h e R a n k s H u r s t F 
(newsboy on c o v e r ) 

R i s e n f rom t h e R a n k s NY P u b . 
( r e d c o v e r - s l i g h t l y w a r p e d ) 

S h i f t i n g f o r H i m s e l f B u r t G 
(boy w i t h k n a p s a c k on c o v e r ) 

S h i f t i n g f o r H i m s e l f NYB G 
( d a t e d 1910 ) 

S l o w and S u r e W i n s t o n G 
(ADT m e s s e n g e r on c o v e r ) 

T h e S t o r e Boy W i n s t o n F 
( p a s t e d - o n c o v e r ) 

S t r o n g and S t e a d y B u r t G 
( boy a t c a m p f i r e on c o v e r ) 

S t r u g g l i n g Upward B u r t F 
( boy a t c a m p f i r e on c o v e r ) 

S t r u g g l i n g Upward H u r s t G 
( p a s t e d - o n c o v e r ) 

T h e T e l e g r a p h Boy B u r t G 

«;],--) 

1.50 
d j ) 

1 . 5 0 

d j ) 

1 .00 

1 .50 

1 .50 

2 . 5 0 

2 . 5 0 

2 . 0 0 

3 . 0 0 

2 . 0 0 

1 .50 

2 . 0 0 

1 .50 

1 .50 

1 .50 

2 . 0 0 

2 . 0 0 

2 . 0 0 

1 .50 

1 .50 

2 . 0 0 

2 . 0 0 

2 . 0 0 

2 . 0 0 

2 . 5 0 

2 . 5 0 
1974 



6 N E W S B O Y 

(boy at campfire on cover) 
Try and T r u s t Hurst 

(pasted-on cover) 
The Young Acrobat Burt 

(boy at campfire on cover) 
The Young Adventurer NYB 

(dated 1910) 
Young Bank Messenger Winston 

(ADT messenger on cover) 
The Young Miner Burt 

(boy hunter i n f o r e s t ) 
The Young Miner 

(badly shaken) 
The Young Musician 

HTC 

Hurst 

G 

G 

G 

F 

G 

P 

$2.50 

2.50 

1.50 

2.00 

2.50 

1.50 

(pasted-on cover - end paper 
The Young Musician Burt 

(shaken - pasted-on cover) 
The Young Salesman Burt 

(pasted-on cover) 

G 2.00 
m i s s i n g ) 
F 1.50 

G 2.00 

( E d i t o r ' s Note: Eddie L e B l a n c ' s method 
of d e s c r i b i n g a book's c o n d i t i o n i n a 
manner other than j u s t "poor," " f a i r , " 
"good," or "very good," i s an e x c e l l e n t 
i d e a l B e s i d e s g i v i n g the p o t e n t i a l 
buyer a c l e a r e r i d e a as to the volumes' 
c o n d i t i o n , i t a l s o enables him to d i f 
f e r e n t i a t e between e d i t i o n s . F o r ex
ample, there are many Burt e d i t i o n s , and 
j u s t the word " B u r t " b e s i d e the t i t l e 
does not t e l l the buyer a g r e a t d e a l . 
However, when "boy hunter and dog on 
cover" i s a l s o appended, he knows which 
e d i t i o n i s b e i n g r e f e r r e d t o . 

A f a c t which some of our newer members 
may not know i s t h a t Eddie i s e d i t o r of 
The Dime Novel Round-Up, an e x c e l l e n t 
p u b l i c a t i o n which many U.A.S. menijers 
s u b s c r i b e to. I t has f e a t u r e d some 
very good Alger a r t i c l e s i n the p a s t , 
and i t covers many boys' books b e s i d e s 
j u s t dime n o v e l s . S u b s c r i p t i o n p r i c e 
i s $5.00 per y e a r ) . 

* * * 
P r e s i d e n t ' s Column 

by Bob Bennett 
RAGGED DICK - THE FIRST ALGER SERIAL 

Ragged Dick, Horatio A l g e r ' s b e s t known 
work, i s o f t e n r e f e r r e d to as h i s f i r s t 
book. Alger b u f f s know t h a t i t was 
a c t u a l l y h i s eighth p u b l i s h e d volume; 
however, i t was the f i r s t A l g e r t a l e 
published as a book t h a t o r i g i n a l l y 

appeared i n s e r i a l form. 

Ragged Dick appeared during 1867 i n the 
twelve monthly i s s u e s of Student and 
Schoolmate. T h i s s u c c e s s f u l s t o r y 
paper was e d i t e d by W i l l i a m T a y l o r 
Adams, b e t t e r known by h i s pseudonym, 
O l i v e r O p t i c . 

You w i l l r e c a l l t h a t i t was Adams who 
aided A l g e r i n g e t t i n g h i s f i r s t book, 
Ber t h a ' s Christmas V i s i o n , p u b l i s h e d by 
Brown, B a z l n & Company i n 1856. 

Horatio had submitted s e v e r a l s h o r t 
s t o r i e s to the Adams p u b l i c a t i o n and 
Adams suggested t h a t i n s t e a d of w r i t i n g 
s h o r t s t o r i e s about s t r e e t u r c h i n s , 
A l g e r should expand the concept and 
prepare a f u l l - l e n g t h s t o r y to appear 
as a s e r i a l i z a t i o n . H o r a t i o ' s o r i g i n a l 
e f f o r t was e n t i t l e d "Among the Boot
b l a c k s , " and i t was Adams who c r e a t e d 
the t i t l e , "Ragged D i c k , " a f t e r the 
hero of the t a l e . Adams a l s o arranged 
w i t h Aaron L o r l n g to p u b l i s h the s t o r y 
i n book form f o l l o w i n g i t s s e r i a l run.* 

Ragged Dick became the f i r s t of s i x 
f u l l - l e n g t h s t o r i e s to appear i n Student 
and Schoolmate. Each s t o r y covered the 
twelve monthly i s s u e s f o r each y e a r , 
1867-72. 

The complete b i b l i o g r a p h y of A l g e r mate
r i a l appearing i n Student and Schoolmate 
f o l l o w s . 

F u l l - l e n g t h S t o r i e s : 

Ragged Dick - V o l . 19, No. 1 to V o l . 20, 
No. 6; J a n . to D e c , 1867. 
Fame and Fortune - V o l . 21, No. 1 to 
V o l . 22, No. 6; J a n . to D e c , 1868. 
Rough and Ready - V o l . 23, No. 1 to Vol. 
24, No. 6; J a n . to D e c , 1869. 
Rufus and Rose - V o l . 25, No. 1 to V o l . 
26, No. 6; J a n . to D e c , 1870. 
P a u l , the Peddler - V o l . 27, No. 1 to 
V o l . 28, No. 6; Jan. to D e c , 1871. 
Slow and Sure - V o l . 29, No. 1 to V o l . 
30, No. 6; J a n . to D e c , 1872. 

Short S t o r i e s : 

October-November 
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"Squire Pitman's Peaches" - V o l . 16, No. 
1; J u l y , 1865. 
"Deacon Baxter's Cow" - V o l . 16, No. 3; 
Sept., 1865. 
"The Worst Boy i n School" - V o l . 16, No. 
6; Dec., 1865. 
"Sam's Adventures" - V o l . 17, Nos. 1, 2, 
3; Jan., Feb., March, 1866. 
"Seeking His Fortune" - V o l . 17, Nos. 3, 
4; March, A p r i l , 1866. 
"The R i v a l s " - V o l . 17, Nos. 5, 6; May, 
June, 1866. 
"Harry Lynch's T r i p to Boston" - V o l . 
18, Nos. 1, 3, 4; J u l y , Sept., Oct., 
1866. 
"The King of the Play-Ground" - V o l . 18, 
Nos. 5, 6; Nov., D e c , 1866. 
"Giacomo's Good Luck" - Vol. 20, No. 4; 
Oct., 1867. 
" L i t t l e P h i l ' s Christmas Dinner" - V o l . 
20, No. 6; D e c , 1867. 
"How Pat Paid the Rent" - V o l . 21, No. 
3; March, 1868. 
"George Conant's T e r r i b l e Adventure" -
Vol. 23, Nos. 3, 4, 5; March, A p r i l , 
May, 1869. 

Poems: 

"Song of the Croaker" - V o l . 14, No. 4; 
Oct., 1864. 
"Where i s My Boy Tonight?" - V o l . 14, 
No. 5; Nov., 1864. 
"Int r o d u c t o r y Poem f o r a May F e s t i v a l " -
Vol. 19, No. 5; May, 1867. 
"John Maynard" - V o l . 21, No. 1; Jan., 
1868. 

Note t h a t each volume covered a s i x 
month period. Odd numbered volumes ran 
from January to June and even numbered 
volumes ran from J u l y to December. 

•Gardner, Ralph D. Horatio A l g e r o r, 
the American Hero E r a , Wayside P r e s s , 
Mendota, 111., 1964, pp. 189-189. 

* * * 
NEWSBOY BOOK REVIEW 

The Making of a Rebel. By Joseph Mayer. 
114 pages. Naylor Co. $4.95. 

by J a c k B a l e s 

As announced i n l a s t month's Newsboy, 
re s e a r c h e r and author Joseph Mayer sent 

me a complimentary copy of h i s auto
biography. The Making of a Rebel. I t 
was a t the height of the "Mayes-Alger" 
controversy when he wrote me, and he 
noted t h a t I might enjoy h i s book, as 
h i s l i f e i s s i m i l a r t o th a t of 
A l g e r ' s heroes. 

I've always l i k e d autobiographies - I 
suppose because there i s always a 
s p e c i a l f l a v o r - an abundance of anec
dotes - t h a t i s never present i n j u s t 
b i o g r a p h i e s . F o r those H.A.S. members 
who have read G i l b e r t Patten's auto
biography, Frank M e r r i w e l l ' s 'Father', 
y o u ' l l f i n d Mayer's book s i m i l a r to i t 
i n t h a t t h e r e i s a wealth of l i v e l y 
and i n t e r e s t i n g s t o r i e s connected w i t h 
the author's l i f e . 

The book begins w i t h Mayer's r e c o l 
l e c t i o n s of growing up i n New York 
during the Gay N i n e t i e s , and ends with 
h i s graduation from Southwestern Uni
v e r s i t y i n A u s t i n , Texas. The t i t l e 
i s r e f l e c t e d throughout h i s work, as 
Mayer r e l a t e s how he developed h i s 
nature of s e l f - r e l i a n c e and h i s h a b i t 
of not l e t t i n g anyone do h i s t h i n k i n g 
f o r him. F o r example, a t Southwestern 
one of the t r a d i t i o n s was s t a g i n g a 
mock debate on the s u b j e c t of woman 
s u f f r a g e . Quoting from the autobiog
raphy: "The spoof i n v o l v e d e l a b o r a t e 
h o r s e p l a y such as pounding the rostrtim 
and a l l e g e d l y quoting from a high 
s t a c k of law books - a l l i n fun, w i t h 
the audience c h e e r i n g l u s t i l y a t the 
w i s e c r a c k s . " However, a t the school's 
most important debate of the yea r , 
Mayer decided to t r e a t the matter s e r 
i o u s l y , and the contest ended " i n a ^ 
complete r o u t . The o p p o s i t i o n , the 
audience, the judges were aghast. 
Didn't know what had s t r u c k them, so 
deep a t the time was the p r e j u d i c e 
a g a i n s t woman s u f f r a g e . The judges 
(one chewing tobacco) shook t h e i r 
heads i n open h o s t i l i t y , _ b u t the d e c i 
s i o n was i n e s c a p a b l e . J_ The opposi-
t i o n _ / went down ignominiously." (pp. 
95-96). 

R e f r e s h i n g and l i g h t r e a d i n g . The 
Making of a Rebel i s a breezy account 
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Disagreeable Woman. 

C H A P T E R I . 

A SOCIAL MYSTERY. 

" If I l i v e t i l l next J u l y , I shal l be 
twenty-nine years o l d , " s i m p e r e d the 
y o u n g w i d o w , and she looked a r o u n d the 
table, as i f t o note the effect of such an 
incredib le statement. 

" Y o u look m u c h o l d e r , " said t h e Dis
agreeable W o m a n , l o o k i n g up f r o m her 
tea and b u t t e r e d toast. 

T h e r e was a general silence, a n d t h e 
boarders noted w i t h c u r i o s i t y t h e effect 
of th is somewhat u n c e r e m o n i o u s re
m a r k . 

M r s . W y m a n , t h e y o u n g w i d o w , flushed 
and d i r e c t e d an a n g r y and s c o r n f u l l o o k 
at the last speaker. 

" I a m sure I a m v e r y m u c h o b l i g e d t o 
y o u , " she said. 

" Y o u are q u i t e w e l c o m e , " said the 
Disagreeable W o m a n , c a l m l y . 

" V o u l o o k o l d e r than I d o , " said the 
w i d o w , sharply . 

" V e r y possibly ," said the Disagreeable 
W o m a n , n o t at a l l exc i ted . 

" D o y o u m i n d t e l l i n g us h o w o l d y o u 
are ?" 

" N o t at a l l ! I have reached the 
age—" 

A l l bent f o r w a r d t o l is ten. W h y is i t 
that we take so m u c h interest i n the ages 
of o u r acquaintances? T h e r e was e v i 
dent ly a s t r o n g desire t o learn the age 
of the Disagreeable W o m a n . B u t she 
disappointed the general e x p e c t a t i o n . 

" I have reached the age of d i s c r e t i o n , " 
she c o n t i n u e d , f i n i s h i n g the sentence. 

" W h o is t h a t w o m a n ?" I asked my 
next ne ighbor , f o r I was a n e w c o m e r at 
M r s . G r a y ' s table. 

" W a i t t i l l after breakfast and I w i l l t e l l 
y o u , " he answered. 

M r s . G r a y k e p t a large boarding-house 
o n W a v e r l e y Place. Some fifteen boarders 
were g a t h e r e d about the large table. I 
m a y have occasion t o refer t o some o f 
t h e m later. B u t f irst 1 w i l l speak of m y 
self. 

I was a y o u n g m e d i c a l p r a c t i t i o n e r , 
w h o after p r a c t i s i n g for a year i n a Jer
sey v i l lage had come t o N e w Y o r k i n 
quest of a m e t r o p o l i t a n pract ise and 
r e p u t a t i o n . I was not q u i t e penniless, 
h a v i n g five h u n d r e d dol lars left o v e r 
f r o m the legacy of an o l d aunt , the rest 
of w h i c h had been used t o defray the ex
penses of m y e d u c a t i o n . I had n o t y e t 
come to realize h o w s m a l l a sum t h i s was 

for a professional s tar t i n the c i t y . I h a d 
h i r e d an office, p r o v i d e d w i t h a cabinet 
bedstead, and t h u s saved r o o m r e n t . F o r 
table b o a r d I had been r e f e r r e d t o M r s . 
G r a y ' s boarding-house, on W a v e r l e y 
Place. 

" I b o a r d e d t h e r e once," said the f r i e n d 
w h o r e c o m m e n d e d me, " a n d f o u n d n o t 
o n l y a fa ir table b u t a v e r j ' social a n d en
t e r t a i n i n g f a m i l y of b o a r d e r s . T h e y 
were of a l l classes," he c o n t i n u e d , " f r o m 
l i t c r a t c i i r s t o d r y goods c l e r k s , school
teachers, actors , and b r o k e n - d o w n profes
sionals ." 

T h i s d e s c r i p t i o n p i q u e d m y c u r i o s i t y , 
a n d 1 e n r o l l e d myse l f as one of M r s . 
G r a y ' s boarders , f i n d i n g her t e r m s n o t 
b e y o n d n i y modest means. 

B u t in his l i s t of boarders he f o r g o t — 
t h e Disagreeable W o m a n , w h o must have 
come after his d e p a r t u r e . 

She was t a l l , i n c l i n e d t o be slender, 
w i t h a keen face and s i n g u l a r eyes. She 
never seemed to be e x c i t e d , b u t was 
a lways caltn and self-possessed. She 
seemed t o have keen i n s i g h t i n t o char
acter , a n d as m a y a l ready be i n f e r r e d , of 
r e m a r k a b l e a n d even perhaps r u d e p l a i n 
ness of speech. Y e t t h o u g h she said 
s h a r p t h i n g s she never seemed actuated 
by mal ice o r i l l - n a t u r e . She d i d n o t 
converse m u c h , b u t was a l w a y s r e a d y t o 
r e b u k e pretension and h u m b u g as i n the 
case of t h e y o u n g w i d o w . W h a t she 
said of her was q u i t e c o r r e c t . I j u d g e d 
f r o m her appearance t h a t M r s . W y m a n 
m u s t be at least t h i r t y - f i v e years o l d , a n d 
possibly m o r e . She e v i d e n t l y d i d n o t 
i n t e n d t o r e m a i n a w i d o w l o n g e r t h a n 
was absolute ly necessary. 

She p a i d a t t e n t i o n t o e v e r y male 
b o a r d e r at t h e table, n e g l e c t i n g none. 
She even made o v e r t u r e s to Prof . Poppen
d o r f , a learned G e r m a n , w i t h a deep bass 
v o i c e and a G e r m a n accent, whose g r e e n 
gogg les and shaggy ha ir , s o m e w h a t g r i z 
z l e d , made h i m a p ic turesque person
a l i t y . 

W e a l l enjoyed the rebuff w h i c h M r s . 
W y m a n r e c e i v e d f r o m the Disagreeable 
W o m a n , t h o u g h i t made us s l i g h t l y 
a f r a i d of her lest o u r t u r n s m i g h t come 
next. 

B u t I am k e e p i n g m y readers f r o m m y 
fr iend's p r o m i s e d account of the lady 
w h o had e x c i t e d m y c u r i o s i t y . 

C H A P T E R I I . 

THE MYSTERY DEEPENS. 

" T h e f i rs t t i m e I m e t the Dis.agreeable 
W o m a n , " said m y n e i g h b o r , w h o was a 
c o m m e r c i a l t r a v e l e r , " was on m y r e t u r n 
f r o m a business t r i p . L o o k i n g about the 
tab le t o see w h a t changes had o c c u r r e d 
i n the f a m i l y , I saw s i t t i n g opposi te t o 

me a w o m a n o l somewhat unusual ap
pearance, whose caustic speech made her 
feared by the rest of the boarders. T h i s 
was t h r e e m o n t h s since." 

" W h a t is her name ?" I asked. 
" U p o n m y w o r d , " he answered reflec

t i v e l y , " I a m so accustomed t o hear her 
spoken of as the Disagreeable W o m a n 
that I h a r d l y remember . L e t me see— 
yes, i t is B l a g d e n . " 

" A n d the f irst name ?" 
" Jane." 
" Is i t Miss or M r s . D U g d e n ? " 
" I d o n ' l k n o w . " 
" S l i o has boon here t l i r c o montha and 

y o u do not k n o w , " I saii l , ia surpr ise . 
" Prec ise ly . " 
" D i d i t never o c c u r t o any one to ask 

h e r ? " 
" Y e s , M r s . W y m a n asked her one 

day." 
" . '\nd w l i . i t d i d slic r e p l y ? " 
" W h i c h e v e r y o u p lease—it is q u i t e 

i i n i i i a t e r i a l . " 
" D o y o u t h i n k she has any reason t o 

n i a i i i t a i n secrecy on t h i s p o i n t ? " 
" 1 t h i n k not. She p r o b a b l y takes the 

g r o u n d t h a t i t is nobody 's iisincss b u t 
her o w n . " 

" H o w soon d i d she o b t a i n her desig
nation of l l i c ' Disngieeable V . ' on i an? ' " 

'• A l m o s t ini inecl iately I j u d g e . W h e n 
1 f irst met her she had been a m e m b e r of 
M r s . G r a y ' s household f o r a week, and 
a l ready t h i s was t h e w a y she was spoken 
of." 

" I suppose she does not l ive i n the 
house ?" 

" N o . " 
" V / h c r e t h e n ? " 
" N o one k n o w s . She comes t o her 

meals p u n c t u a l l y , t u r n i n g i n t o W a v e r l e y 
Place f r o i r B r o a d w a y . " 

" l i a s no one ever t h o u g h t of f o l l o w i n g 
her h o m e ?" 

" Yes. A y o u n g b r o k e r ' s c lerk, on a 
w a g e r , a t t e m p t e d t o t r a c k her t o her 
l o d g i n g place. She was sharp enough t o 
detect his purpose. W h e n they reached 
B r o a d w a y siic t u r n e d suddenly and con
f r o n t e d h i m . ' A r e y o u g o i n g up o r 
d o w n B r o a d w a y ? ' she asked. ' U p 
B r o a d w a y , ' he answered w i t h some hesi
t a t i o n , ' T h e n g o o d e v c n i l i g ! I g o i n the 
opposi te d i r o c t i o n . ' O f course there was 
n o t h i n g for h i m t o do b u t to accept 
the h i n t , w h i c h was certa inly p o i n t e d 
e n o u g h . " 

" She must be a w o m a n w i t h a h i s t o r y , " 
I said, t h o u g h t f u l l y . 

" M o s t w o m e n have h i s t o r i e s . " 
'• B u t n o t o u t of t h e c o m m o n . " 
" T r u e . W h a t n o w d o y o u conjecture 

as t o Miss B lagden 's h i s t o r y ?" 
" I a m u t t e r l y at a loss." 
" D o y o u t h i n k she has h a d 'a disap-



p o i i i t m e n t ? " 
" S l i e docs not look impressions.ble. 

One cannot conceive of her as h a v i n g an 
affair of the hear t . " 

" I don ' t k n o w . One cannot a lways 
j u d g e by the e x t e r i o r . " 

'• D o y o u t h i n k she has any employ
ment ?" 

" I f so, no one has been able to conjec
t u r e what i t is ." 

" T o me she seems l i k e an advocate of 
Woman's R i g h t s , perhaps a l e c t u r e r on 
that subject ." 

" Possibly, but I k n o w of n o t h i n g t o 
t l i r o w l i g h t on her business or her 
views." 

" D o y o u t h i n k she is a w o m a n of 
means ?" 

" A h , " said m y f r i e n d , s m i l i n g , " y o u 
are r e a l l y b e f . i n n i n g to show interest i n 
her. I bel ieve y o u are u n m a r r i e d ?" 

T h e suggestion was grotesque and I 
c o u l d not help s m i l i n g . 

" I s h o u l d p.'ty the man w h o m a r r i e d 
the ' D i s a g r e e a b l e W o m a n , ' " 1 made 
answer. 

" I d o n ' t know: She is n o t b e a u t i f u l , 
c e r t a i n l y , nor a t t r a c t i v e , b u t I d o n ' t t h i n k 
she is as i l l -natured as she appears." 

" I s th is conjecture on y o u r p a r t ? " 
" N o t w h o l l y . D i d y o u notice the 

y o u n g w o m a n ndio sat on her left ?" 
" Yes." 
" W e k n o w her as the y o u n g w o m a n 

f r o m Macy 's . W e l l , a m o n t h since she 
was sick for a week, and unable t o pay 
her board. She occupies a ha l l bed-room 
on the upper floor. Miss Blagden guessed 
her t r o u b l e , and as she left the table o u 
Saturday n i g h t p u t i n t o her hands au 
r n v e l o p e w i t h o u t a w o r d . W h e n i t was 
opened i t p r o v e d t o conta in ten d o l l a r s , 
sufficient to pay t w o weeks' b o a r d . " 

" Come, there seems t o be s o m e t h i n g 
human about (he Disagreeable W o m a n . " 

" Just so. T o us i t was a r e v e l a t i o n . 
B u t she w o u l d not a l l o w herself t o be 
t h a n k e d . " 

" T h a t last piece of i n f o r m a t i o n inter
ests me. M y office practise at present is 
v e r y l i m i t e d , and I find m y small cap i ta l 
g o i n g fast. I may need the g o o d oflfice 
of Miss B l a g d e n . " 

" I hope not, but I must leave y o u . 
M y employers have sent me an orchestra 
t i c k e t t o Palmer's theatre . " 

" I hope y o u w i l l enjoy y o u r s e l f . " 
So wc p a r t e d c o m p a n y . I w e n t t o m y 

ofFce, and spent a p a r t of the e v e n i n g i n 
searching a m o n g m y m e d i c a l books for 
some l i g h t on a case that had baffled me. 
B u t f.-om t i m e t o t i m e m y a t t e n t i o n was 
distracted by t h o u g h t s of the Disagreea
ble W o m a n . 

C H A P T E R I I I . 

PROF. POPPENDORF. 

Dinner was n e a r l y over . T h e dessert 
had been succeeded b y a d i s h of w i t h e r e d 
russet apples, w h e n M r s . G i a y , l eaning 
f o r w a r d a l i t t l e , sa id : " I f t h e boarders 
w i l l k i n d l y r e m a i n a s h o r t t i m e . P r o f . 
P o p p e n d o r f has an i n t e r e s t i n g c o m m u n i 
c a t i o n t o make. 

T h e learned professor c leared his 
t h r o a t , r e m o v e d his gogg les for an i n 
s tant , and after w i p i n g then> c a r e f u l l y 
w i t h a r e d s i lk handkerchie f , replaced 
t h e m o n a nose of larg"; p.-oportions. 

" M y fr iends," he said, " o n T h u r s d a y 
ne.xt I am to d e l i v e r a lec ture at S c h i l l e r 
H a l l , o n Second A v e n u e , and I hope I 
may have the h o n o r of seeing y o u a l l 
present. T h e t i c k e t s are f i f t y cents ." 

" M a y I ask the subject of y o u r l e c t u r e . 
Professor?" asked M r s . W y m a n , w i t h an 
appearance of interest . 

" 1 shal l l e c t u r e on ' T h e M a t e r i a l and 
the I m m a t e r i a l , ' " answered the Professor, 
i n a deep bass vo 'ce . 

T h e boarders l o o k e d puzzled. T h e an-
n o u n c e m c n t of the subject d i d n o t seem 
t o excite interest . 

" Shal l y o u t r e a t the subject i n a p o p u 
lar manner, Prof . P o p p e n d o r f ? " asked 
the Disagreeable W o m a n , in a tone t h a t 
d i d n<jt necessarily suggest sarcasm. 

Prof . P o p p e n d o r f seemed puzzled. 
" I do not k n o w I " he answered, " i f i t 

w i l l be p o p u h ' . r — I hope i t w i l l be i n 
s t r u c t i v e . " 

" W i l l there be any jokes i n i t , Profes
sor?" asked Sam L i n d s a y , a vocal is t f r o m 
an u p t o w n D i m e M u s e u m . 

" Jokes !" repeated the f-'rofessor, e v i 
d e n t l y scandalized. " I t w o u l d n o t be 
a p p r o p r i a t e . T h e subject is m e t a p h y s i 
cal . I f y o u w a n t j o k e s y o u m u s t g o t o 
t h e v a r i e t y theatre . " 

" T r u e , " said L i n d s a y , " o r to the D i m e 
Museums. W e ' v e g o t a man at o u r place 
w h o w i l l make y o u s p l i t y o u r sides 
l a u g h i n g . " 

" 1 have here some t i c k e t s , " c o n t i n u e d 
t h e Professor, " some t ickets w h i c h I shal l 
be g l a d t o dispose of i n advance," and he 
d r e w o u t a package of perhaps t w e n t y -
five. " Miss B l a g d e n , I hope y o u w i l l 
p a t r o n i z e m c . " 

" Y o u may g i v e me t w o , " said the D i s 
agreeable W o m a n , d r a w i n g a d o l l a r b i l l 
f r o m her pocket , and passing i t t o the 
Professor. 

" Y o u take t w o t i c k e t s ? " said M r s . 
W y m a n , w i t h a k n o w i n g smile. " I sup
pose t h e r e is a g e n t l e m a n in the case." 

" Y o u are m i s t a k e n , " said t i i c Disagree
able W o m a n , q u i e t l y . 

" Y o u d o n ' t w a n t b o t h t i ckets f o r y o u r 
self, s u r e l y ? " 

" N o , I s h a l l use n e i t h e r of t h e m . " 
" Y o u w i l l g i v e t h e m a w a y , t h e n ? " 
" I d o n o t t h i n k so." 
" W h y , t h e n — " 
" W h y t l i c n d o I b u y t h e m ? O u t o f 

c o m p l i m e n t t o o u r f r i e n d . P r o f . Poppen
dorf , w h o , I hope, w i l l w i n a success." 

" I t h a n k y o u , " said the Professor, •' b u t 
I should be g l a d t o have y o u h o n o r m y 
l e c t u r e w i t h y o u r presence." 

" f feel no p a r t i c u l a r interest i n ' T h e 
M a t e r i a l and t l i c I m m a t e r i a l , ' " said M r s . 
B l a g d e n . " Besides I am not sure w h e t h e r 
1 s h o u l d get any c learer ideas r e s p e c t i n g 
t h e m f r o m a t t e n d i n g y o u r l e c t u r e . " 

" V o u d o n o t f la t ter the Professor ," 
said .Mrs. W y m a n , a p p e a r i n g shocked. 

" N o , I never f lat ter any one. V / h y 
s h o u l d I ?" r e t u r n e d the Disagreeable 
W o m a n . 

'• 1 l ike t o be f l a t t e r e d , " s.iid the w i d o w , 
s i m p e r i n j ; . " I l i k e to be t o l d that I ai;j 
y o u n g and c h a r m i n g . " 

" Even if y o u arc n o t . " 
M r s . W y m a n • c o l o r e d , and l o o k e d 

a n n o y e d . She e v i d e n t l y d i d not care t o 
c o n t i n u e her conversat ion w i t h the D i s 
agreeable V/ Oman. 

" Professor P o p p c n d o i f , " she said, 
" w i l l y o u a l l o w mc t o suggest s o m e t h i n g 
w h i c h w i l l enable y o u t o sell a g o o d m a n y 
t i c k e t s ?" 

" I should be v e r y g l a d t o hear," said 
the Professor, eager ly . 

" G e t Chauncey M . D e p e w to preside, 
and i n t r o d u c e y o n to the audience." 

" I d i d ask h i m , b u t he c o u l d not come. 
H e is engaged t o preside at a d i n n e r 
g i v e n t o the Y a l e F o o t b a l l T e a m . " 

" D o e s M r . D e p e w k i c k f o o t b a l l ? " 
asked the y o u n g w o m a n l i o m Macy 's . 

" I t h i n k n o t , " I v e n t u r e d t o say. 
" G e n t l e m e n over f o r t y scldo.ni i n d u l g e 
i n athlet ics . 

" I a m so s o r r y y o u can't get M r . 
D e p e w , " said M . s . W y m a n . " I should 
so l i k e t o hear h i m . " 

" Y o u w i l l hear me," said Prof. Pop
pendorf , w i t h d i g n i t y , " i f y o u w i l l k i n d l y 
b u y a t i c k e t . " 

M r s . W y m a n l o o k e d embarrassed. 
She had a fa ir income, b u t c a r r i e d 
e c o n o m y t o a fine p o i n t . 

" Perhaps," she said, w i t h a hes i ta t ing 
glance at t h e person of w h o m she spoke, 
" Miss B l a g d e n w i l l g i v e me one of her 
t i c k e t s , as she does not i n t e n d t o use 
e i t h e r . " 

" T h a t w o u l d n ' t he lp the Professor," 
said Miss B l a g d e n , q u i e t l y . " V o u had 
bet ter b u y one of h i m . " 

T h e Professor e v i d e n t l y a p p r o v e d t h i s 
suggest ion. 

M r s . W y m a n r e l u c t a n t l y d r e w f r o m 
her p o c k e t f o r t y - f i v e cents i n change, and 
t e n d e r e d i t to t h e Professor. 



'• 1 w i l l owe y o u a n i c k e l , " she said. 
" Y o u can p a y . i t any t i m e , m y dear 

l a d y , " said the Professcr, p o l i t e l y , as he 
jjassed a t i c k e t t u the w i d o w . 

N e a r l y a l l at the table t o o k t i c k e t s , b u t 
the y o u n g w o m a n f r o m M a c y ' s was n o t 
of the n u m b e r . T h e pr ice was smal l , b u t 
she needed gloves, a n d c o u l d n o t spare 
even f i f ty cents. 

" Prof . Poppendorf , " said a y o u n g man, 
w h o was aftuched as a r e p o r t e r t o one o f 
the g r e a t m o r n i n g dail ies, " d i d l n o t 
hear y o u say once that y o u k n e w 
B i s m a r c k ?" 

" A h ! yes," said the Professor, " I was 
at the U n i v e r s i t y w i t h B i s m a r c k . " 

" H o w nice !" said M r s . W y m a n , w i t h 
g i r l i s h enthusiasm. " I t m u s t have been 
a great p r i v i l e g e . " 

" I d o n ' t k n o w , " said Prof. P o p p e n d o r l , 
de l iberate ly . " B i s m a r c k was n o t a g r e a t 
student. H e w o u l d not s tudy . B i s m a r c k 
was w i l d . " 

" D i d he d r i n k beer?" asked the w i d o w . 
" O f course," answered the Professor, 

surprised ; " w h y should he not ? I d r a n k 
beer mysel f ." 

" I s i t possible? I w o u l d not have be
l ieved i t . Fie, Professor!" 

" Beer is a v e r y g o o d t h i n g " said the 
Professor, g r a v e l y . " T h e r e w e r e n o t 
many of the students w h o c o u l d d r i n k as 
m u c h as B i s m a r c k . " 

" A n d d i d B i s m a r c k care for y o u n g 
ladies?" 

" I should t h i n k so. I had a d u e l w i t h 
B i s m a r c k mysel f about a y o u n g madchen." 

M o r e than one of the boarders s m i l e d . 
I t was so d i f f i c u l t t o associate t h e g r a y 
o l d Professor w i t h a n y t h i n g t h a t savored 
(jf g a l l a n t r y . 

" O h , yes," he c o n t i n u e d , " B i s m a r c k 
was t i ie d e v i l a m o n g the g i r l s . " 

" O h , Professor, I am shocked ! Y o u 
should not use such a w o r d as d e v i l at 
the table ." 

" W h a t , t h e n , do y o u ca l l h i m ?" asked 
Prof. Poppendorf . 

" H e is not m e n t i o n e d i n p o l i t e s o c i e t ) . 
B u t t e l l us a b o u t the d u e l — w e r e y o ' i 
w o u n d e d ?" 

" Y o u see that scar," said the Professor, 
p o i n t i n g t o a s l i g h t d i s f i g u r e m e n t of his 
left cheek. " T h a t was g i v e n me b y 
B i s m a r c k . " 

" O h , h o w i n t e r e s t i n g ! I t is a l m o s t 
l i k e seeing B i s m a r c k h i m s e l f . " 

" Prof . P o p p e n d o r f , " said t h e Dis
agreeable W o m a n , " w h y d o y o u n o t 
lecture on B i s m a r c k , instead of t h e dr^-
subject y o u have announced ?" 

" Y o u a d m i r e B i s m a r c k , t h e n , m y dear 
lady ?" 

" N o t at a l l . " 
" B u t I d o n ' t u n d e r s t a n d . " 
" T h e people are interested i n h i m . 

T h e y d o n ' t care for t h e ' M a t e r i a l and 
the I m m a t e r i a l . ' " 

" T h a t is a g o o d suggest ion. Professor," 
said the w i d o w . " I w o u l d m u c h r a t h e r 
hear about B i s m a r c k . / a d m i r e h i m . 
W h y d o y o u not . Miss B l a g d e n ?" 

" Because he w»js a second-hand auto
c r a t , " said the Disagreeable W o m a n . 

" A g a i n I d o n o t u n d e r s t a n d , " said t h e 
Professor. 

" H e was the servant of t h e E m p e r o r . 
H i s a u t h o r i t y d i d n o t come f r o m t h e peo
p l e . " 

T h e r e was some f u r t h e r c o n v e r s a t i o n , 
and Prof . P o p p e n d o r f p r o m i s e d t h a t his 
n e x t l e c t u r e s h o u l d be u p o n B i s m a r c k . 

C H A P T E R I V . 

P R O F . P O P P E N D O R F ' S L E C T U R E . 

W e a l l sat a t supper o n T h u r s d a y 
evening . T h e r e was a genera l a i r of ex
p e c t a t i o n . I t was o n t h i s e v e n i n g t h a t 
Prof . P o p p e n d o r f was t o g i v e his lec ture . 
W e a l l gazed a t h i m w i t h m o r e than o r d i n 
a r y interest . T h e o l d Professor, g r a y 
and g r i m - v i s a g e d , sat m o r e t h a n u s u a l l y 
erect, and his manner and b e a r i n g w e r e 
m a r k e d b y u n u s u a l d i g n i t y . H e fe l t h i m 
self t o be t h e h e r o of the h o u r . 

I have n e g l e c t e d t o say t h a t M r s . 
W y m a n had been t ransferred t o the seat 
a d j o i n i n g m i n e . A s she c o u l d n o t d o 
w i t h o u t mascul ine a t t e n t i o n I suspect t h a t 
t h i s a r r a n g e m e n t was p r o m p t e d b y her
self. H e n c e f o r t h I was f a v o r e d w i t h t h e 
g r e a t e r p a r t o f her conversat ion. 

" I a m q u i t e l o o k i n g f o r w a r d t o Prof . 
Poppendorf ' s l e c t u r e !" she said. " Y o u 
are g o i n g , are ) ' o u n o t ? " 

" I t h i n k so, b u t I can't say I a m l o o k , 
i n g f o r w . i r d t o i t . I fancy i t w i l l be d r y 
and dif lf icnlt t o u n d e r s t a n d . " 

" Y o u t h i n k he is a learned m a n , d o y o u 
not ?" 

" V e r y p r o b a b l y — i n c e r t a i n d i rec
t i o n s . " 

" D r . F e n w i c k , I am g o i n g t o ask a 
favor of y o u . " 

" I hope i t i sn ' t m o n e y , " t h o u g h t I , f o r 
I was b e g i n n i n g t o have some a n x i e t y 
about m y s teadi ly d w i n d l i n g b a n k ac
c o u n t . " 

" N a m e i t , M r s . W y m a n , " I said, some
w h a t n e r v o u s l y . 

" I am a lmost ashamed t o say i t , b u t I 
d o n ' t l i k e t o g o t o the l e c t u r e alone. 
W o u l d y o u m i n d g i v i n g me y o u r 
escort ?" 

" W i t h pleasure," I answered. 
" M y answer was n o t q u i t e t r u t h f u l , 

f o r I h a d i n t e n d e d t o ask t h e y o u n g 
w o m a n f r o m M a c y ' s t o t i c c o m p a n y me. 
She was n o t i n t e l l e c t u a l , b u t she h a d a 
fresh, c o u n t r y face and c o m p l e x i o n ; she 
came f r o m P o m f r e t , C o i n e c t i c u t , a n d 

was at least t e n years y o u n g e r than M r s . 
W y m a n . B u t w h a t c o u l d I say? I 
had n o t t h e m o r a l courage t o refuse a 
l a d y . 

" T h a n k y o u v e r y m u d i . N o w I shall 
l o o k f o r w a r d t o the e v e n i n g w i t h 
pleasure." 

" Y o u are c o m p l i m e n t a r y . D o y o u 
expect t o understand the l e c t u r e ? " 

" I d o n ' t k n o w . I never gave m u c h 
t h o u g h t t o the ' M a t e r i a l and I m m . v 
ter ia l . " " 

" Possibly we may understand as m u c h 
about the subject as the Professor h i m 
self." 

" O h , h o w severe y o u a r e ! N o w I have 
g r e a t f a i t h i n the Professor's l e a r n i n g . " 

" H e o u g h t t o be l e a r n e d . H e c e r t a i n l y 
has no p h y s i c a l b e a u t y . " 

M r s . W y m a n l a u g h e d . 
" I suppose few learned men are hand

some," she said. 
" T h e n perhaps I may console myse l f 

for h a v i n g so l i t t l e l e a r n i n g . D o y o u 
t h i n k t h e same r u l e holds g o o d w i t h 
ladies ?" 

" T o a c e r t a i n extent . I am sure the 
p r i n c i p a l of the s e m i n a r y I a t t e n d e d was 
f r i g h t f u l l y p l a i n ; b u t I am sure she was 
learned. Prof . P o p p e n d o r f , have y o u 
sold m a n y lecture t i c k e t s ? " 

" Q u i t e a few !" answered the Professor, 
v a g u e l y . 

" A r e y o u g o i n g t o a t t e n d the lec ture . 
Miss B l a g d e n ? " asked the w i d o w . 

" .Miss Canby and I have agreed to g o 
t o g e t h e r . " 

Miss C a n b y was the y o u n g w o m a n 
f r o m M a c y ' s . T h e Disagreeable W o m a n 
finding t h a t she wished t o a t tend the 
lecture , offered her a t i c k e t and her com
pany, b o t h b e i n g t h a n k f u l l y accepted. So 
t h a t af ter a l l m y escort was n o t needed 
b y t h e y o u n g w o m a n , a n d I lost n o t h i n g 
b y m y a t t e n t i o n t o the w i d o w . 

W e d i d n o t rise f r o m t h e table t i l l 
seven o 'c lock . M r s . W y m a n excused 
herself for a s h o r t t i m e . She wished t o 
dress f o r t h e l e c t u r e . T h e g e n t l e m e n 
w i t h d r e w t o t h e r e c e p t i o n r o o m , a s m a l l 
and v e r y n a r r o w r o o m on one side of t h e 
h a l l , a n d w a i t e d f o r t h e ladies t o . ippear. 
A m o n g those w h o seated themselves 
t h e r e was the Disagreeable W o m a n . She 
w a i t e d f o r the appearance of the y o u n g 
w o m a n f r o m M a c y ' s , w h o m she was t o 
a c c o m p a n y t o the l e c t u r e . S o m e h o w 
she d i d n o t seem o u t of place i n t h e as
semblage of men. 

" Y o u d i d not at f irst propose t o hear 
Prof . P o p p e n d o r f ?" I r e m a r k e d . 

" N o ; I shal l n o t enjoy i t . B u t I f o u n d 
M i s s C a n b y w i s h e d t o a t t e n d . " 

" W e shal l p r o b a b l y k n o w a g o o d deal 
m o r e a b o u t the M a t e r i a l a n d the I m m a 
t e r i a l when we r e t u r n . " 



" P o s s i b l y wc shall k n o w as m u c h as 
the Professor h imsel f , " she answered, 
q u i e t l y . 

" I am a f r a i d y o u are no hero wor
shiper, .Miss B l a g d e n . " 

" D o y o u refer t o the I^rofessor as a 
h e r o ?" 

•• I Ic is the hero of this e v e n i n g . " 
" P e r h a p s so. W c w i l l sec." 
Prof. P o p p e n d o r f looked i n t o the re

cept ion r o o m p r e v i o u s t o l e a v i n g the 
house. H e w o r e a l o n g coat, o r s u r t o n t , 
as i t used t o be c a l l e d — t i g h t l y b u t t o n e d 
a r o u n d his ?|>arc figure. T h e r e was a 
losc i n his b u t t o n h o l e . I had never seen 
one there belorc , unt then t l i i s was a 
special occasion. l i e seemed in g o o d 
s p i r i t s , as one on the eve of a t r i u m p h . 
H e was content w i t h one comprehensive 
glance. T h e n he oi iened the f r o n t d o o r , 
. i i id went out . 

Just then M r s . W y m a n t r i p p e d i n t o the 
room, closely f o l l o w e d by R u t h Canby . 
T h e w i d o w was q u i t e radiant . I can't 
undertake t o itemize her splendor. She 
looked l i k e a social b u t t c r f i y . 

Q u i t e i n contrast w i t h her was the 
y o u n g w o m a n f r o m Macy's , whose g a r b 
was almost Quaker- l ike in its s i m p l i c i t y . 
M r s . W y m a n surveyed her w i t h a con
temptuous glance, and no d o u b t m e n t a l l y 
contrasted her plainness w i t h her o w n 
showy apparel . B u t the Disagreeable 
Woman's eye seemed t o rest a p p r o v i n g l y 
on her y o u n g companion. T h c v s tar ted 
out ahead of the rest of us. 

" W h a t a v e r y p l a i n person Miss Canby 
is I " said the w i d o w , as we emerged i n t o 
the street, her a r m res t ing l i g h t l y i n 
mine. 

" D o y o u refer t o her dress o i her face 
and figure?" 

" W e l l , to b o t h . " 
" S h e dresses p l a i n l y ; b u t I suspect 

that is d ic tated by economy. She has a 
pleasant face." 

" I t is the face of a peasant." 
" I d i d n ' t k n o w there were any peasants 

i n A m e r i c a . " 
" W e l l , y o u understand w h a t I mean. 

She looks l ike a c o u n t r y g i r l . " 
" Perhaps so, but is t h a t an o b j e c t i o n ? " 
" Few c o u n t r y g i r l s arc s t y l i s h . " 
" 1 don ' t myself care so m u c h for s ty le 

as for g o o d health and a g o o d hear t . " 
" K c . i l l y , D r . F e n w i c k , y o u r ideas 

are very old-fashioned. I n t h a t rcr.pect 
y o u resemble m y dear, d e p a r t e d hus
band." 

" Is i t p e r m i t t e d t o ask w h e t h e r y o u r 
husband has l o n g been dead ?" 

" I have been a w i d o w six years ," said 
M r s . W y m a n , w i t h an ostentat ious s igh . 
" I was q u i t e a g i r l when m y dear hus
band d i e d . " 

A c c o r d i n g t o her o w n c h r o n o l o g y , she 

was t w e n t y - t h r e e . I n a l l p r o b a b i l i t y she 
became a widov,- at t w e n t y - n i n e o r t h i r t y . 
B u t of course 1 covdd not ins inuate any 
d o i i b t of a lady's w o r d . 

" A n d y o u have n e v e r been t e m p t e d t o 
m a r r y again ?" I essayed w i t h g r e a t l a c k 
of p r u d e n c e . 

" O h , D r . F e n w i c k , d o y o u t h i n k i t 
w o u l d be r i g h t ?" said t h e w i d o w , leaning 
m o r e h e a v i l y o n m y a r m . 

" I f y o u s h o u l d meet one w h o was con
genial t o y o u . I d o n ' t k n o w w h y n o t . " 

" I have a lways t h o u g h t t h a t i f I e v e r 
m a r r i e d again I w o u l d select a profes
sional g e n t l e m a n , " n a i r m u r c d the w i d o w . 

I began t o u n d e r s t a n d m y d a n g e r and 
t r i e d a d i v e r s i o n . 

" I d o n ' t k n o w if y o u w o u l d consider 
Prof. P o p p e n d o r f a " professional gent le
m a n , " I sa id. 

" O h , h o w h o r r i d ! W h o w o u l d m a r r y 
such an o l d fossil ?" 

" I t is w e l l t h a t the Professor docs n o t 
hear y o u . " 

Perhaps th is conversat ion is h a r d l y 
w o r t h r e c o r d i n g , b u t i t t h r o w s some l i g l . t 
on the character of the w i d o w . M o r e 
over i t satisfied mc t h a t should I desire 
t o m a r r y her t h e r e w o u l d be no v i o l e n t 
o p p o s i t i o n o n her p a r t . B u t , t r u t h t o 
t e l l , I w o u l d have p r e f e r r e d t h e y o u n g 
w o m a n f r o m M a c y ' s , despite the c r i t i 
cism of M r s . W y m a n . One was a r t i f i c i a l , 
the o t h e r was n a t u r a l . 

W e reached S c h i l l e r H a l l , after a l o n g 
w a l k . I t was a s m a l l h a l l , l o o k i n g some
t h i n g l i k e a co l lege r e c i t a t i o n r o o m . 

i ' r o f . P o p p e n d o r f t o o k his place b e h i n d 
a (Usk on the ] ) ! a t f o ! i i i and l o o k e d about 
l i i i i i . T h e r e were s c i r c c l j - a h u n d r e d per-
>-oiis, a l l t o l d , i n t h e audience. T h e m e n , 
as a g e n e i a l t i l i n g , were shabbi ly dressed, 
and e l d e r l y . T h e r e were perl ia j is t w e n t y 
w o m e n , w i t h w h o m tlress was a secoiid-
ai V i io i i s i iK-rat io i i . 

" Did y o u ever see such f r i g h t s . Doc
t o r ? " whis| iered the w i d o w . 

• V o u arc the o n l y s t y l i s h l y dressed 
w o i i i a n in l l i e h;-. l l ." 

M i s . W y m a n looked g r a t i f i e d 
The Professor c o m m e n c e t l a l o n g and 

l a t h e r i n c o n i p r e h e u a i b l e t a l k , i n w h i c h 
the w o r d s m a t e r i a l and i m m a t e r i a l 
o c c u r r e d at f r e q u e n t interva ls . T h e r e 
•nay have been some i n the audience w h o 
u n d e r s t o o d h i m , b u t I was n o t one of 
t h e m . 

" D o y o u understand h i m ?" I asked t h e 
w i d o w . 

" N o t w h o l l y , " she answered, g u a r d 
e d l y . 

I was l o r c e d t o smile, for she l o o k e d 
q u i t e b e w i l d e r e d . 

T h e Professor closed t h u s : " T h u s y o u 
w i l l see, m y f r icni l s , that m u c h t h a t we 
ca l l m a t e r i a l is i m m a t e r i a l , w h i l e />^r 
contra, t h a t w h i c h is usual ly ca l led i m 

m a t e r i a l is m a t e r i a l . " 
" A v e r y satisfactory c o n c l u s i o n , " 

I r e m a r k e d , t u r n i n g t o the w i d o w . 
" Q u i t e so," she answered, vaguely . 
" I t h a n k y o u for y o u r a t t e n t i o n , m y 

f r i e n d s , " said the Professor, w i t h a b o w . 
T h e r e was f a i n t applause, in w h i c h I 

assisted. 
T h e Professor l o o k e d g r a t i f i e d , and wo 

a l l rose a n d q u i e t l y l e f t the h a l l . I 
w a l k e d o u t b e h i n d Miss C a n b y and t h e 
Disagreeable W o m a n . 

" H o w d i d y o u l i k e the lec ture . Miss 
B l a g d e n ? " 1 i n q u i r e d . 

" P r o b a b l y as m u c h as y o u d i d , " she 
answered, d r y l y . 

" W h a t d o y o u t h i n k of the Professor, 
n o w ?" 

" l i e seems t o k n o w a g o o d deal t h a t 
isn ' t w o r t h k n o w i n g . " 

C H A P T E R V . 

A CONVERSATION WITH TIIE DISAGREE
ABLE WOMAN. 

O n e a f t e r n o o n between five and six 
o 'c lock I was passing the Star T h e a t r e , 
w h e n I o v e r t o o k the Disagreeable 
W o m a n . 

I had o n l y exchanged a few r e m a r k s 
w i t h her at the table, and scarcely fe l t 
acquainted. I greeted her, h o w e v e r , a n d 
w a i t e d w i t h sonic c u r i o s i t y t o see w h a t 
she w o u l d have t o say t o me. 

" D r . F e n w i c k , I be l ieve?" she said. 
" Y e s ; are y o u on y o u r way t o s u p p e r ? " 
" I a m . H a v e y o u hud a busy day ?" 
As she said this she looked at me 

sharp ly . 
" I have had t w o patients, .Miss B l a g 

den. I am a y o u n g p h y s i c i a n , and n o t 
w e l l k n o w n yet . I advance s l o w l y . " 

" Y o u have pract i sed i n the c o u n t r y ?" 
" Yes." 
" P a r d o n lue, b u t w o u l d i t not have 

been bet ter t o r e m a i n there , where y o u 
were k n o w n , t h a n t o come to a large c i t y 
where y o u .'irc as one of the sands of the 
sea r" 

" I sometimes ask myself that q u e s t i o n , 
but as vet l a i n u n p r e p a r e d w i t h an an
swer. I am a m b i t i o u s , and the c i l y offers 
a m u c h l a r g e r field." 

•• W i t h a p l e n t y (jf laborers already 

here." 
•• Ves." 
•• I suppose y o n have confidence in 

v o u i self ?" 
. X - a i i i she eyed mc s h a r p l y . 
• Ves and no. 1 have a f a i r profes

sional t r a i n i n g , and t h i s gives me some 
conl idei ice . B i l l sometimes, i t w o u l d be 
greater it 1 had an extensive practise, I 
feel baffled, and s h r i n k f r o m the responsi
b i l i t y t h a t a p h y s i c i a n a l w a y s assumes." 

" I a m g l a d t o hear y o u say so," she 



r e m a r k e d , a p p r o v i n g l y . M o d e s t y is be
c o m i n g i n any profession. D o y o u feel 
encouraged b y y o u r success thus f a r ? " 

" I am g a i n i n g , b u t m y progress seems 
slow. I have not y e t r e a d i e d the p o i n t 
when I am sel f -support ing. 

She looked at me t h o u g h t f u l l y . 
" O f course y o u w o u l d not have estab

lished yoursel f here i f y o u had not a re
serve fund to fa l l back u p o n ? B u t per
haps I am s h o w i n g too m u c h c u r i o s i t y . " 

" N o , I do not r e g a r d i t as c u r i o s i t y , 
o n l y as a k i n d interest i n m y w e l f a r e . " 

" Y o u j u d g e me r i g h t . " 
" I b r o u g h t w i t h me a few h u n d r e d 

dol lars . Miss B l a g d e n — w h a t was left t o 
me f r o m the legacy of a g o o d a u n t — b u t 
I have already used .1 q u a r t e r of i t , and 
every m o n t h i t g r o w s less. 

" I feel an interest i u y o u n g men — I a m 
free t o say t h i s w i t h o u t any fear o f b e i n g 
misunderstood, b e i n g an o l d w o m a n — " 

" A n o l d w o m a n ? " 
" W e l l , I am m o r e t h a n t w e n t y - n i n e . " 
W e b o t h s m i l e d , for t h i s was the age 

that .Mrs. W y m a n o w n e d u p t o . 
" A t any ra te , " she resumed, " I a m 

considerably o l d e r t h a n y o u . I w i l l ad
m i t , D r . I ' e n w i c k , t h a t I am n o t a b l i n d 
beliover i n the medical profession. T h e r e 
are some, even of those w h o have achieved 
a c e r f i i n measure of success, w h o m I l o o k 
upon as solemn p r e t e n d e r s . " 

" V e t if y o u were q u i t e i l l y o u w o u l d 
call in a- phys ic ian ?"' 

•' Ves. 1 am not q u i t e foo l i sh enough 
to undertake to d o c t o r mysel f i n a serious 
illness. B u t 1 w o u l d repose unquest ion
ing faith in no one, h o w e v e r e m i n e n t . " 

" 1 d o n ' t t h i n k we shall disagree o n 
that p o i n t . A p h y s i c i a n understands his 
o w n l i m i t a t i o n s better than any o u t 
sider." 

" Conic, 1 t h i n k y o u w i l l d o , " she said, 
pleasantly. " I f I am i l l a t any t i m e I 
shall p r o b a b l y cal l y o u i n . " 

" T h a n k y o u . " 
" A n d I should cr i t ic ise y o u r t r e a t m e n t . 

I f y o u gave me any bread p i l l s , I s h o u l d 
p r o b a b l y detect the i m p o s t u r e . " 

I should prefer, as a pat ient , bread p i l l s 
t o many t h a t are prescr ibed." 

" Y o u seem t o be a sensible m a n . D r . 
F e n w i c k . I shall hope t o have o t h e r op
portuni t ies of convers ing w i t h y o u . L e t 
me k n o w f r o m t i m e t o t i m e h o w y o u are 
succeeding." 

" T h a n k y o u . I am g l a d y o u are suf
f ic ient ly interested i n me t o make the 
request." 

B y th is t i m e we had reached t h e 
boarding-house. W e c o u l d see M r s . 
W y m a n at the w i n d o w of the r e c e p t i o n 
r o o m . She was e v i d e n t l y s u r p r i s e d a n d 
amused t o see us together . I was sure 
t h a t I should hear m o r e of i t , and I was 

n o t mistaken. 
" O t i , D r . F e n w i c k , " she said p l a y f u l l y , 

as she t o o k a seat beside me a t t h e t a b l e . 
" I c a u g h t y o u t h a t t i m e . " 

" I d o n ' t u n d e r s t a n d y o u , " I sa id, i n n o 
c e n t l y . 

" O h , yes, y o u do. D i d n ' t I see y o u 
a n d Miss B l a g d e n c o m i n g i n t o g e t h e r ?" 

" Ves." 
" 1 t l i o i i g h t y o u w o u l d confess. D i d 

y o u have a pleasant w a l k ? " 
•• I t was o n l y f r o m the Star T h e a t r e . " 
" 1 sec y o u arc b e g i n n i n g t o apologize . 

V o u c o u l d say a g o o d deal between 
W a v e r l e v Place and the Star T h e a t r e . " 

" W c c i i d . " 
" S o I t h o u g h t . I suppose y o u were 

discussing y o u r fe l low boarders , i n c l u d 
i n g p o o r me." 

" N o t at a l l . " 
•• T h e n niy name was n o t m e n t i o n e d ?" 
•' Ves, 1 believe y o u were r e f e r r e d 

t o " 
" W h a t d i d she say a b o u t m e ? " i n -

cpiired the w i d o w , e a g e r l y . 
" O n l y that she w.is o l d e r t h a n y o u . " 
" M e r c y , I s h o u l d t h i n k she was. W h y , 

she's f o r t y i f she's a day . D o n ' t y o u 
t h i n k so ?" 

" I a m no j u d g e of ladies' ages." 
" I a m g l a d y o u are not . N o t t h a t I 

am sensit ive about m y o w n . I am per
f e c t l y w i l l i n g t o o w n t h a t I am t w e n t y 
seven." 

" I t h o u g h t y o u said t w e n t y - n i n e , t h e 
o ther e v e n i n g ?" 

" T r u e , I am t w e n t y - n i n e , b u t I said 
twenty-seven t o see i f y o u w o u l d re
m e m b e r . I suppose g e n t l e m e n are 
never sensitive about t h e i r ages." 

" I d o n ' t k n o w . I am t w e n t y - s i x , and 
w i s h I were t h i r t y - s i x . " 

" M e r c y , w h a t a s trange w i s h ! H o w 
can y o u possibly w i s h t h a t y o u were 
o l d e r . " 

" Because I c o u l d make a l a r g e r i n 
come. I t is a l l v e r y w e l l t o be a y o u n g 
minis ter , b u t a y o u n g d o c t o r does n o t 
inspire confidence." 

" I a m sure I w o u l d r a t h e r ca l l i n a 
y o u n g d o c t o r unless I w e r e very s i c k . " 

" T h e r e i t i s ! Unless y o u w e r e v e r y 
s ick ." 

" B u t even t h e n , " said t h e w i d o w , 
c o q n e t t i s h l y , " I am sure I s h o u l d feel 
confidence i n y o u . D r . F e n w i c k . Y o u 
w o u k l n ' t prescr ibe v e r y nasty p i l l s , 
w o u l d y o u ?" 

" I w o u l d o r d e r bread p i l l s , i f I t h o u g h t 
t l i c y w o u l d answer the p u r p o s e . " 

'• That w o u l d be nice. B u t y o u haven' t 
answered m y quest ion. W h a t were y o u 
and Miss B l a g d e n t a l k i n g a b o u t ? " 

" A b o u t d o c t o r s ; she hasn't m u c h f a i t h 
i n men of m y profession." 

" O r of any other , I fancy. W h a t do 

y o u t h i n k of her ?" 
" T h a t is a l e a d i n g q u e s t i o n , M r s . 

W y m a n ; 1 haven ' t t h o u g h t v e r y m u c h 
about her so far, I have t h o u g h t more o f 
y e n . " 

•• t ) h , y o u n a u g h t y flatterer!" said the 
w i d o w , g r a c i o u s l y . N o t t h a t I bel ieve 
y o u . M e n are such deceivers ." 

" D o ladies never deceive ?" 
" Y o u o u g h t t o have been a l a w y e r , 

y o u ask such p o i n t e d questions. R e a l l y , 
D r . F e n w i c k , I am q u i t e a f r a i d of y o u . " 

" T h e r e ' s no occasion. I am q u i t e 
harmless, I d o assure y o u . T h e t i m e t o be 
a f r a i d of me is w h e n y o u ca l l me i n as a 
p h y s i c i a n . " 

" Excuse me, d o c t o r , b u t M r s . G r a y is 
about t o make an announcement ." 

W e b o t h t u r n e d o u r glances u p o n the 
l a n d l a d y . 

C H A P T E R V L 

COUNT I'KNELLI. 

.Mrs. G r . i y was a lady of the o l d school . 
Slie was t h e w i d o w of a m e r c h a n t sup
posed t o be r i c h , and i n the days of her 
magnif icence had l i v e d i n a large mansion 
on F o u r l c e n t h Street , and k e p t her car
r iage. W i i e i i I t e r husband died suddenly 
of a p o p l e x y his f o r t u n e m e l t e d away, a n d 
she f o u n d herself possessed of expensive 
ta'-tes, and a [ l i t t a i i c e of t-uo thousand 
dol lars . 

S!ic was p r a c t i c a l , h o w e v e r , and w i t h a 
ol l ier m o n e y b o u g h t an o l d estab-

l > ' i . : d boarding-house on W a v e r l e y Place. 
T ! i i ^ --he hail c o i K l u c l e d for ten years, a n d 
it y i e l d e d her a g o o d income. H e r t w o 
t h o u s a n d d o l l a r s h a d become t e n , a n d her 
f u t u r e was secure. 

M r s . G r a y d i d n o t class herself a m o n g 
boarding-house keepers. H e r boarders 
she r e g a r d e d as her f a m i l y , a n d she fe l t 
a personal interest i n each and a l l . W h e n 
t h e y became t o o deeply in arrears, t h e y 
rece ived a q u i e t h i n t , a n d d r o p p e d o u t of 
the pleasant h o m e c i r c l e . B u t th is d i d 
n o t happen v e r y o f ten . 

F r o m t i m e t o t i m e w h e n she had any
t h i n g w h i c h she t h o u g h t w o u l d interest 
her " f a m i l y , " she made what m i g h t be 
ca l led a " speech f r o m the t h r o n e . " 
U s u a l l y we c o u l d t e l l when th is was 
g o i n g t o take place. She moved about a 
l i t t l e rest lessly, and pushed back her 
c h a i r s l i g h t l y f r o m the table. T h e n a l l 
became s i lent a n d expectant. 

T h i s m o r n i n g M r s . W y m a n a u g u r e d 
r i g h t l y . M r s . G r a y was about t o make 
an a n n o u n c e m e n t . 

She c leared her t h r o a t , and said : " M y 
f r iends , I have a g r a t i f y i n g announce
m e n t t o make. W e are a b o u t t o have an 
accession t o o u r pleasant c i r c l e . " 

" W h o is i t ?" asked the w i d o w , eager ly . 



M r s . G r a y t u r n e d i i p o . i her a l o o k of 
silent r e p r o o f . 

" I t is a g e n t l e m a n of h i g h f a m i l y . 
Count A n t o n i o Pcnel l i , of I t a l y . " 

T h e r e was a buzz (jf exc i tement . W e 
liad never before had a t i t l e d f e l l o w 
ho.TitliM-, and democrat ic as wc were wc 
\vi re pleased to learn that we s h o u l d sit 
at t i n : same b o a r d w i t h a nobleman. 

I ' r o l w b l y no one was more pleasantly 
excited than M r s . W y m a n . E v e r y male 
hoarder she looked upon as her c o n s t i t u 
ent, if I may use t i i i s w o r d , and she 
always d i r e c t e d her earliest efforts t o 
capt ivate any new masculine a r r i v a l . 

" W h a t docs he l o o k l ike , .Mrs. G r a y ?" 
she asked, bi eathlcss. 

" l i e looks l i k e an I t a l i a n , " answered 
l!ic l andlady , in a pract ica l tone. " H o 
hus dark hair a m i a d a r k c o m p l e x i o n . 
H e has also a b l a c k moustache, b u t no 
side w h i s k e r s . " 

" Is he g o o d l o o k i n g ?" 
" Y o u w i l l have tj decide f o r y o u r 

selves w h e n y o u see h i m . " 
" W h e n shall we see h i m ?" 
" H e is to be here to-night at supper . " 
" T h e day w i l l seem v e r y l o n g , " m u r 

m u r e d the w i d o w . 
" Y o u seem t o r e g a r d h i m already as 

y o u r special p r o p e r t y . " 
T h i s of course came f r o m the l ips of 

the Disagreeable W o m a n . 
" I presume y o u arc as anxious t o see 

h i m as 1 a m , " snapped Mrs. W y m a n . 
" I once k n e w an I t a l i a n C o u n t , " said 

.Miss B l a g d e n ref lect ively . 
" D i d y o u ? H o w nice I " 
" I do not k n o w about that . 1 Ie t u r n e d 

o u t to be a barber ." 
" H o r r i b l e ! T h e n he was not a 

c o u n t . " 
" 1 t h i n k he was, but he was poor and 

chose t o earn a l i v i n g in the o n l y w a y 
open t o h i m . I respected h i m the more 
on that account ." 

M r s . W y m a n was e v i d e n t l y shocked. 
I t seemed t o dissipate the halo of 
romance w h i c h she had w o v e n a r o u n d 
the c o m i n g b o a r d e r . 

" Count F e n e l l i d i d not appear t o be i n 
;uiy business?" she asked, anx ious ly , of 
the landlady. 

1 Ic said he was a t o u r i s t , and w i s h e d t o 
sj'i nd a few months in -Vmerica. 

The w i d o w bri ,ghtened u p . T h i s 
seemed t o indicate t h a t he was a m a n of 
means. 

I ' ro f . Po[)pcndorf d i d not seem t o share 
i l l the interest felt in the C o u n t . 

•• 1 do not l ike I t a l i a n s , " he said. " T h e y 
arc- l i g h t , f r i v o l o u s ; they are not sol id l i k e 
the G e r m a n s . " 

" T h e Prolessor is so l id e n o u g h , " said 
. M I S . W y m a n , w i t h a t i t t e r . 

T h i s c o i iM not be gainsaid, for the 

learned G e r m a n c e r t a i n l y t i p p e d the 
scales at o v e r t w o h u n d r e d pounds . 
T h e r e was a s t r o n g suspicion t h a t he i m 
bibed copious potat ions of the l i q u i d so 
dear t o his c o u n t r y m e n , t h o u g h he never 
d r a n k i t at table. 

" T h e p o o r m a n is jealous," c o n t i n u e d 
M r s . W y m a u , m a k i n g the r e m a r k i n a 
l o w tone f o r m y p r i v a t e h e a r i n g . " H e 
t h i n k s we w o n ' t not ice h i m after the 
C o u n t comes." 

T h i s m i g h t be t r u e , for P r o f . Poppen
d o r f was o u r star boarder. H e was n o t 
sujiposcd t o be r i c h , b u t his t i t l e of Pro
fessor and his ancient i n t i m a c y w i t h 
B i s m a r c k , gave h i m a prest ige a m o n g us 
a l l . W h e n he f irst came M r s . W y m a n 
t r i e d her b landishments u p o n h i m , b u t 
w i t h indi f ferent success. N o t t h a t the 
g r i z z l e d v e t e r a n was l o o o ld f o r t h e ten
der passion, as we were soon t o learn, b u t 
because he d i d not appreciate the coquet
t i s h ways of the w i d o w , w h o m he con
sidered of t o o l i g h t ca l ibre f o r his taste. 

" D o n ' t y o u t h i n k the Professor v e r y 
h o m e l y ?" asked M r s . W y m a n , i n a confi
d e n t i a l w h i s p e r . 

" H e c e r t a i n l y is n o t h a n d s o m e , " I 
answered. " N e i t h e r is B i s m a r c k . " 

" T r u e , b u t he is a g r e a t m a n . " 
" W c s h o u l d respect h i m on a c c o u t t 

of his l e a r n i n g — p r o b a b l y i r i u c h more 
so than t h e C o u n t w h o m we are expect
i n g . " 

" T h a t mav be. W e d o n ' t expect 
noblemen t o be l e a r n e d , " said the w i d o w , 
d i s d a i n f u l l y . 

I m m e d i a t e l y af ter breakfast she began 
to sound M I S . G r a y about the C o u n t . 

" W h e n d i d he a p i i l y for b o a r d ?" she 
asked. 

" Y e s t e r d a y a f ternoon about f o u r 
o 'c lock ." 

" H a d he heard of y o u ? W h a t led 
h i m here ?" 

" I t h i n k he saw the s ign I had o u t . " 
" 1 should have sujiposed he w o u l d 

prefer a h o t e l . " 
" He's s t a y i n g at a hote l n o w . " 
" D i d he say a t w h a t hote l ? W a s i t 

t h e F i f t h A v e n u e ?" 
" H e d i d , n o t say. H e w i l l m o v e here 

ear ly t h i s a f t e r n o o n . " 
" A n d w h a t r o o m w i l l he have?" 
" T h e back r o o m on the t h i r d floor— 

the one M r . Bates h a d . " 
" I s h o u l d h a r d l y t h i n k t h a t r o o m 

w o u l d satisfy a n o b l e m a n . " 
" W h y not ? Is i t n o t clean and neat ?" 
" U n d o u b t e d l y , dear M r s . G r a y , b u t 

y o u m u s t a d m i t t h a t i t is not s t y l i s h , a n d 
i t is s m a l l . " 

" I t is of t h e same size as the Profess
or ' s . " 

" A h , the Professor ! H e is n o t a m a n 
of e legant tastes. I once looked i n t o his 

r o o m . I t smells so s t r o n g of tobacco, I 
c o u l d n o t stay i n t h e r e ten m i n u t e s w i t h 
o u t fee l ing sick." 

" I t h i n k the C o u n t smokes." 
" Perhaps he docs, b u t he w o u l d n ' t 

smoke a d i r t y c lay pipe. I can imagine 
h i m w i t h a d a i n t y c igaret te between his 
closed l ips. B u t , M r s . G r a y , I am g o i n g 
i o ask y o u a g r e a t f a v o r . " 

" W h a t is i t ? " 
" L e t me sit beside the C o u n t . I w i s h 

t o make his acquaintance . H e w i l l be 
rescrve i l and s i lent w i t h most of t h e 
boari lers . 1 w i l l t r y t o make h i m feel at 
h o m e . " 

" I t h o u g h t y o u wished t o s i t beside 
I ) i . I ' e i i w i c k . " 

• S o l d i d , b u t he and I arc fr iends, 
and he w o n ' t m i n d m y c h a n g i n g m y 
s j a t . " 

W l i e n 1 came t o supper t h a t e v e n i n g 
1 w.is not w h o l l y s u r p r i s e d t o find mysel f 
i c i i i o v e d to the opposi te side of the tabic , 
!)Ut t! i is 1 d i d not r e g r e t wdien I f o u n d 
t ' l a t 1 was now next n e i g h b o r t o the Dis-
.:'.;! ccable W o n i a i i . 

I l l inv o i l scat t h e r e was a slender 
N o u i i ; . ; man of m i d d l e l i c i g l i t , w i t h d a r k 
( y e s and hair . .Mis. W y m a n h . i d al-
1 c.idy established herself in conf ident ia l 
re lat ions w i t h h i m , a n d \v3s convers ing 
w i t h h i m i n a l o w tone. 

" I suppose t h a t is the C o u n t , " I re
m a r k e d . 

" A t any rate he calls himself so. H e 
has d e p r i v e d y o u of y o u r seat." 

" N o t o n l y that b u t M r s . W y m a n has 
t r a n s f e r r e d her attcnticnis to h i m . " 

" Doubt less t o \ 'our r e g r e t ?" 
" W e l l , I d o n ' t k n o w . " 
" S h e is scarcely off w i t h the o l d love 

before slie is on w i t h the new," q u o t e d 
Miss B l a g d e n , w i t h an a p p r o a c h t o a 
smile. 

" Perhaps y o u w i l l console me," 1 ven
t u r e d t o suggest. 

" I can' t compete w i t h M r s . W y m a n i n 
her special l i n e . " 

" I q u i t e believe t h a t , " 1 said, s m i l i n g . 
A f t e r supper the w i d o w fluttered up 

t o me. 
" T h e C o u n t is c h a r m i n g , " she said, 

w i t h enthusiasm. " H e has a large estate 
i n the S o u t h of I t a l y . H e has come here 
t o see t h e c o u n t r y and g e t acquainted 
w i t h t h e people, and he m a y w r i t e a 
b o o k . " 

" H e doesn't seem o v e r s t o c k e d w i t h 
bra ins , " observed the Disagreeable W o m -
: in . B a t .Mrs. W y m a n had fluttered 
away and d i d n o t hear her. 



C H A P T E R V n . 

MACY'S. 

O n e day I d r o p p e d i n a t Macy 's . I 
wished t o make some t r i f l i n g purchase. 
Possibly I c o u l d liave b o u g h t t o equal 
advantage elsewhere, b u t I was c u r i o u s 
t o see th is g r e a t e m p o r i u m . Years be
fore, I had heard of i t in m y c o u n t r y 
home, and even then I knew j u s t w h e r e 
i t was located, at the corner of F o u r 
teenth Street and S i x t h Avenue. 

C u r i o u s as I had been about the place, 
1 had a c t u a l l y spent three months i n N e w 
Y o r k and had not v is i ted i t . I t was 
s o m e t h i n g of a shock t o me w h e n I f irst 
learned there was no Macy , t h a t t h e 
o r i g i n a l p r o p r i e t o r had vanished f r o m 
the stage and left his famous shop i n 
charge of men of al ien race and name. 
.Macy had become noininis umbra—the 
shadow of a name. Y e t t h e name h a d 
been wisely re ta ined. U n d e r no o t h e r 
name c o u l d the great store have r e t a i n e d 
its ancient and well-earned p o p u l a r i t ) ' . 

I made m y p u r c h a s e — i t was t r i f l i n g 
and d i d not m a t e r i a l l y s w e l l the day's 
u - r e i p t s — a n d began to w a l k s l o w l y about 
the store, t a k i n g a le isure ly s u r v e y of the 
inl'niite v a r i e t y of goods w h i c h i t offered 
I . t i ie prospect ive purchaser. 

. \  1  was m a k i n g mj- l e i sure ly r o u n d , 
all at (jnce I heard m y name cal led i n a 
low but d i s t i n c t tone. 

'• D r . I ' e n w i c k I " 
I t u r n e d f p n c k l y , nnd b e h i n d the hand

kerchief counter I saw the y o u n g w o m a n 
from .^lacy's, whose pleasant face 1 h a d 
seen so often at o u r table. 

.She n o t l d c d ami smi led, and I i n s t a n t l y 
u r i l l u p to the counter . 

I was sensible that I must n o t take up 
t l ie l i m e (jf one of the sa les ladies—I be
lieve t h a t the genteel des ignat ion of this 
c l a s s — w i t h o u t some pretense o l business, 
so, after g r e e t i n g R u t h Canby, I said : 

" Y o u may show me some of y o u r 
handkerchiefs, please." 

" D o y o u w i s h s o m e t h i n g nice ?" she 
asked. 

" I wish s o m e t h i n g cheap," I answered. 
" I t doesn't matter m u c h what a f o r l o r n 
bachelor uses." 

" Y o u may not alw.ays be a bachelor, ' 
said R u t h , w i t h a suggestive smile. 

" I must get better established i n m y 
profession before I assume new responsi
b i l i t i e s . " 

" These handkerchiefs are t e n cents. 
D r . F e n w i c k , " said R u t h , s h o w i n g a fa ir 
a r t i c l e . 

" I t h i n k I can g o a l i t t l e h i g h e r . " 
" A n d these arc fifteen. T h e y are 

nearly al l l i n e n . " 
" I w i l l buy a couple t o i i y , " I said, by 

w.ty of excusing m y s m a l l purcha.se.'' 
•The y o u n g l a d y ca l led " Cash," a n d 

soon a s m a l l g i r l was c a r r y i n g t h e hand
kerchiefs and a f i f t y cent piece t o t h e 
cashier. T h i s left mc f ive m i n u t e s f o r 
c o n v e r s a t i o n , as no o t h e r c u s t o m e r was 
at hand. 

" So y o u are i n the h a n d k e r c h i e f 
d e p a r t m e n t ? " I r e m a r k e d , b y w a y of 
s t a r t i n g a c o n v e r s a t i o n . 

" Ves." 
" D o y o u l i k e i t ?" 
" I s h o u l d p r e f e r the b o o k d e p a r t m e n t . 

Thai is up-stairs, ou the second f loor. 
.^ly tastes are litcry!' 

I am sure t h i s was the w o r d R u t h 
used. I was n o t disposed t o c r i t i c i s e , 
however , o n l y I w o n d e r e d m i l d l y h o w i t 
hapi iened t h a t a y o u n g v/oman of l i t e r a r y 
tastes should make s'..ch a ndstakc. 

" I suppose y o u are f o n d of r e a d i n g ? " 
" O h , yes, I have l e a d cons iderable . " 
" W h a t , for instance ?" 
" 1 have r c a i l one of Cooper ' s novels , 

1 d i s r e m c i n l j c i the name, and the G u n -
maker of .MoscoNV, by S y l v a n u s C o b b , 
a n d Poe'i Tales , b u t I d i d n ' t l i k e t h e m 
m u c h , t h e y are so queer , a n d — a n d ever 
so m a n y o t h e r s . " 

" I see y o u are q u i t e a reader ." 
" I s h o u l d read m o r e a n d f i n d o u t m o r e 

a b o u t books i f I was i n t h e b o o k d e p a r t 
m e n t . A f r i e n d of m i n e — M a r y A m i 
T o n e r — i s u p t h e r e , and she k n o w s a l o t 
a b o u t books and a u t h o r s . " 

" D o any a u t h o r s ever come i n here , or 
r a t h e r t o the b o o k d e p a r t m e n t ? " 

" Yes ; M a r y A n n t o l d me t h a t t h e r e 
was a l a d y w i t h l o n g r i n g l e t s w h o w r o t e 
for the s t o r y papers w h o came i n o f t e n . 
She had h a d t w o books publ ished, and 
a lways i n q u i r e d h o w t h e y so ld . " 

" D o y o u r e m e m b e r her name ?" 
" N o , I d i s r e m e m b e r . " 
I s h o u l d l i k e t o have g i v e n h e r a 

h i n t that th is w o r d is h a r d l y accounted 
c o r r e c t , b u t I suspected that i f I u n d e r , 
t o o k t o c o r r e c t Miss Canby's E n g l i s h I 
s h o u l d have m y h.inds f u l l . " 

" D o y o u t h i n k y o u stand a chance t o 
get i n t o the b o o k d e p a r t m e n t ?" 

" M a r y A n n has agreed t o speak f o r mc 
when there is a vacancy. D o y o u of ten 
come i n t o M a c y ' s , D r . F e n w i c k ?" 

" T h i s is m y f irst v i s i t . " 
" V o u d o n ' t mean i t ? I t h o u g h t every

body came to M a c y ' s at least once a 
m o n t h . " 

" T r u l y i t looks l i k e i t , " said I , l o o k i n g 
about and n o t i n g the c r o w d s of cus-
lomers . 

" 1 hope y o u ' l l cume a g a i n soon," said 
K n t h , as she t u r n e d t o w a i t u p o n a l a d y . 

" I c e r t a i n l y w i l l . Miss C a n b y . -And i t 
w o n ' t be a l t o g e t h e r t o b u y g o o d s . " 

R u t h l o o k e d g r a t i f i e d and s m i l e d her 

a p p r e c i a t i o n of the c o m p l i m e n t . Cer-
I . d u l y she l o o k e d c o m e l y and a t t r a c t i v e 
w i t h her r a t h e r h i g h - c o l o r e d c o u n t r y 
lace, and I s h o u l d have been excusable, 
being a b. ichelor, in l e t t i n g m y eyes rest 
c o m p l a c e n t l y u p o n her r u s t i c charms. 
H u t 1 was h e a r t - p r o o f so far as R u t h was 
c o n c e r n e d , I c o u l d n o t t h i n k of seeking a 
litery w i f e . N o , she was meant f o r some 
honest b u t u n c u l t u r e d y o u n g m a n , whose 
tastes and e d u c a t i o n w e r e commensurate 
w i t h hers. A n d y e t , as I a f t e r w a r d s 
f o u n d , R u t h had made an impress ion i n 
a q u a r t e r q u i t e unexpected. 

I was not i n search of a wi fe . I t w o u l d 
have been the h e i g h t of i m p r u d e n c e for 
me, w i t h m y s m a l l income and precar i 
ous prospects, t o t h i n k of s e t t i n g up a 
h o m e and a f a m i l y i n this great , expen
sive c i t y . Y e t , had i t been o t h e r w i s e , 
perhaps R u t h w o u l d have made me a 
b e t t e r wi fe t h a n some g r a d u a t e of a fash
ionable y o u n g l a d i e s ' s e m i n a r y w i l h her 
s m a t t e r i n g of F r e n c h , and superf ic ia l 
k n o w l e d g e of the var ious ologies t a u g h t 
i n high-class schools. T h e y o u n g w o m a n 
f r o m Macy ' s , t h o u g h she p r o b a b l y k n e w 
n o t h i n g of p o l i t i c a l economy, was d o u b t 
less sk i l l ed i n household economy a n d 
able to cook a d i n n e r , as in a l l p r o b a b i l i t y 
m y wife w o u l d h n d i t necessary t o do . 

.•\ we e n t e r e d t h e r o o m at supper, 
Miss C a n b y s m i l e d u p o n mc pleasantly. 

•• I hope y o u are pleased w i t h y o u r 
handkerchiefs . D r . F e n w i c k . " 

" I have n o t h a d occasion t o use t h e m 
as yet , t h a n k y o u . " 

" .Mia, w h a t is t h a t ?" asked Pi of. Pop-
p c i i d o i f , w h o was j u s t b e h i n d us. 

•• D r . Fenwic 'k c a l l e d t o see me at 
M a c v ' s , " ans 'vered R u t h . 

I ' ro f . P o p p c n d o i f f r o w n e d a U t i l e , as i f 
n o t a p p r o v i n g the v i s i t . 

" D ( j y o n liavi^ g e n t l e m e n cal l u p o n 
y o u at Mac ) 's, .Mees R u t h ?" he asked. 

" O n l y w h e n they wish t o buy ar t ic les , " 
said K n t h , s m i l i n g a m i b l u s h i n g . 

" W h a t d o y o n sel l , .Mees R u t h ? " 
" H a n d k e r c h i e f s , I ' rofessor ." 
" D o y o u have any l ike t h i s ? " and he 

p u l l e d o u t a large red s i l k h a n d k e r c h i e f . 
" N o , 1 have o n l y w h i t e l inen handker

chiefs." 
'• I Iiaf never use any b u t red ones, b u t 

I m i g h t come in and see what y o u have," 
" I s h a l l be g l a d t o show y o u w h a t I 

have. Professor." 
P r o f . P o p p e n d o r f was soon engaged i n 

t h e discussion of d i n n e r . H e had a g o o d 
G e r m a n a p p e t i t e w h i c h n e v e r fa i led . 
H e se ldom t a l k e d m u c h d u r i n g a meal , 
as i t w o u l d i n t e r f e r e w i t h m o r e i m p o r t 
ant busines". 

N o w t h a t I had changed m y place at 
t h e table , I sat on one side of the Dis
agreeable W o m a n , and R u t h C a n b y on 
t h e o t h e r . N e x t t o R u t h sat the Profess-



or , b u t for t l i c reason already stated, he 
was not a social companion. 

Just opposi te sat M r s . W y m a n and 
C o u n t Penel l i . So far as I c o u l d j u d g e , 
he was a q u i e t y o u n g man, and had v e r y 
l i t t l e t o say for himself . M r s . W y m a n , 
however , kept p l y i n g h i m w i t h questions 
a n d remarks , and d i d her best t o appear 
on t e r m s of i n t i m a t e acquaintance w i t h 
h i m . Some fragments of her conversa
t i o n floated across the table. 

" Y o u have no idea. Count, , h o w I l o n g 
t o v i s i t I t a l y , y o u r dear c o u n t r y . " 

" I t is v e r ' n ice , " he said, v a g u e l y . 
" N i c e ? I t m u s t be l o v e l y . H a v e y o u 

ever seen the B a y of N a p l e s ?" 
" O h , si, s ignora, m a n y t i m e s . " 
" I t is c h a r m i n g , is i t n o t ?" 
" Si, s ignora, i t is b e a u t i f u l . " 
'• A n d the I t a l i a n ladies, I have h e a r d so 

m u c h of t h e m . " 
'• 1 l ike ze A m e r i c a n ladies b e t t e r . " 
" D o y o u , indeed, C o u n t ? H o w g r a t i 

f y i n g ! W h e n do y o u expect t o r e t u r n t o 
I t a l y ?" 

" 1 do not k n o w — s o m e t i m e . " 
" I hope i t w i l l not be f o r a l o n g t i m e . 

W e should miss y o u so m u c h . " 
" T h e s ignora is v e r y k i n d . " 
T h i s w i l l do for a sample of the conver-

s.Ttion between the C o u n t and the w i d o w . 
'1 hough several years his senior, i t l o o k e d 
a-, if she was bent on m a k i n g a conquest 
o l the y o u n g n o b i c m a n . 

C H A P T E R V I I I . 

THE PROFESSOR IX LOVE. 

I was s i t t i n g i n m } ' office one m o r n i n g 
w a i t i n g for patients, m u c h of m y t i m e 
was passed i n th is way , v e r y o f ten I 
w a i t e d in v a i n . T h e modest sign w h i c h 
I was a l l o w e d t o p u t on the outside of 
the house. 

DR. JAMES FENWICK 

d i d n ' t seem t o a t t r a c t a t t e n t i o n . O f t h e 
l i t t l e practise I had, at least a t h i r d 
was g r a t u i t o u s . Y e t I was expected t o 
pay m y b i l l s , and when m y l i t t l e stock of 
money was exh.-iusted there seemed a 
d o u b t as to w h e t h e r the b i l l s w o u l d be 
paid at a l l . 

One day I was s u m m o n e d t o a house 
where a c h i l d of t h r e e was s t r u g g l i n g 
w i t h c r o u p . I t was a serious case, a n d I 
gave up m y t i m e t o the case. A f t e r sev
eral hours I succeeded i n b r i n g i n g the 
c h i l d r o u n d and p r o n o u n c i n g h e r o u t of 
danger. 

W h e n I sent i n m y b i l l , the m o t h e r 
said : 

" D r . F e n w i c k , .Mary is b u t three year; 
o l d . " 

" Indeed !" I r e t u r n e d . 

I fa i led t o u n d e r s t a n d w h y I s h o u l d be 
i n f o r m e d of t h i s fact. 

" A n d , " c o n t i n u e d t h e m o t h e r , " I d o n ' t 
t h i n k any charge o u g h t t o be made for a 
c h i l d so y o u n g . " 

I was f a i r l y s t r u c k d u m b w i t h amaze 
m e n t at first. 

T h e n I said, " T h e age of t h e p a t i e n t 
has n o t h i n g t o d o v/i th a physici?.n's 
charges. W h e r e d i d y o u g e t such an 
e x t r a o r d i n a r y idea ?" 

" I d o n ' t have t o p a y f o r her o n the 
horse-cars." 

" M a d a m , " I said, p r o v o k e d , " I w i l l n o t 
a r g u e w i t h y o u . Y o u o u g h t t o k n o w 
t h a t n o p h y s i c i a n treats c h i l d r e n free. I f 
y o u were v e r y p o o r , and l i v e d i n a 
tenement house, I m i g h t make some 
discount , o r leave off the charge a l to
g e t h e r . " 

" B u t I d o n ' t l i v e i n a tenement house," 
objected the l a d y , a n g r i l y . 

" N o ; y o u have the appearance of be
i n g v e r y w e l l t o do . I m u s t d i s t i n c t l y 
dec l ine a b a t i n g m y charge ." 

" T h e n , D r . F e n w i c k , " said the m o t h e r , 
st i f f ly , " I shall n o t e m p l o y y o u a g a i n . " 

" T h a t is as y o u please, m a d a m . " 
T h i s seemed t o me except ional ly mean, 

b u t doctors see a g o o d deal of the mean 
side of h u m a n n a t u r e . R i c h men w i t h 
la!:;e incomes keep t h e m o u t of t h e i r p a y 
for a l o n g t i m e , sometimes where t h e i r 
l ives depended on the physician's s k i l l a n d 
fidelity. O f t e n t i m e s I have been so 
disgusted w i t h t h e meanness of m y 
patients , t h a t I have r e g r e t t e d not choos
i n g a d i f ferent profess ion. O f course 
t h e r e is a d i f ferent side t o the p i c t u r e , 
and g r a t i t u d e and a p p r e c i a t i o n are t o be 
found, as w e l l as the oppos i te q u a l i t i e s . 

1 had been w a i t i n g a l o n g t i m e w i t h o u t 
a pat ient , w h e n a shuff l ing sound was 
heard on the stairs, and a heavy step 
a p p r o a c h i n g the d o o r . 

N e x t came a k n o c k . 
Instead of c a l l i n g o u t , " C o m e i n !" I 

was so pleased at the prospect of a 
j i a t i c n t , t h a t I rose f r o m m y seat a n d 
opened the d o o r , mysel f . 

1 s tar ted back i n s u r p r i s e . F o r i n the 
heavy, l u m b e r i n g figure of the new 
a r r i v a l I recognized Prof . P o p p e n d o r f . 

" Prof . P o p p e n d o r f ! " I e x c l a i m e d . 
"Ja, d o c t o r , i t is I . M a y 1 come i n ? " 
" C c r t a i n I ) . " 
S u p p o s i n g that he had come t o consul t 

mc on the subject of his h e a l t h . I began 
to w o n d e r f r o i u w h a t disease he was 
suf fer ing. R e m e m b e r i n g his achieve
m e n t s at the table I fancied i t m i g h t be 
dyspepsia. 

T h e Professor entered t h e r o o m , a n d 
sank i n t o an a r m c h a i r , w h i c h he q u i t e 
t i l led f r o m side t o side. 

I suppose y o u are s u r p r i s e d to see me, 
H e r r Doctor, '^ began the Professor. 

" O h , no. I am never surpr ised t o sec 
a n y b o d y . I had n o t supposed y o u were 
s i c k . " 

" S i c k ! O h , no, I ' m a l l r i g h t . I eat 
w e l l and I sleep w e l l . W h a t should be 
t h e m a t t e r w i t h me ?" 

" I am g l a d t o hear such g o o d reports 
of y o u . " 

W a s I q u i t e sincere? I am a f r a i d i t 
was a d i s a p p o i n t m e n t t o learn t h a t m y 
supposed p a t i e n t was i n no need of 
advice . 

"fa, I am w e l l . I was never better, 
t h a n k G o d ! " 

T h e n I am t o consider t! i is a social 
c a l l , " I said w i t h affected cheerfulness. 
" Y o u are v e r y k i n d t o c a l l u p o n m e , 
Prof . P o p p e n d o r f . I appreciate i t as a 
f r i e n d l y a t t e n t i o n . " 

" N o , i t is not q u i t e d a t . " 
" Is t h e r e a n y t h i n g I can d o for y o u ?" 
" I come on a l i t t l e peezness." 
I was puzz led. I c o u l d not u n d e r s t a n d 

w h a t business t h e r e c o u l d be between 
the Professor and mysel f . 

" I shall be g l a d t o hear w h a t i t i s . " 
" V o u sec, I t h o u g h t 1 w o u l d ask y o u 

if y o u were c o u r t i n g Mees R u t h Canby , 
it y o u mean t o make her y o u r w i f e ? " 

I d r o i ' p c d i n t o the nearest c h a i r —1 had 
been s t a n d i n g — i n sheer amazement. 
T o be asked m y i n t e n t i o n s in r e g a r d t o 
the y o u n g w o m ; in f r o m M a c y ' s was most 
astonishing, and by Prof . Poppendorf , 
t o o ! 

" D i d .Miss Canby send y o u here t o 
speak t o m e ? " 1 asked, cons iderably 
a i m o y e d . 

" O h , n o ! she k n o w s n o t h i n g a b o u t i t . " 
" I can' t u n d e r s t a n d w h a t y o u have to 

d o i n t h e m a t t e r . P r o f . P o p p e n d o r f . Y o u 
are n e i t h e r her fa ther n o r h e r b r o t h e r . 

" O h , y a , y o u are q u i t e r i g h t . " 
" T h e n w h y d o y o u come t o me w i t h 

such a q u e s t i o n ?" 
" I t h o u g h t I w o u l d l i k e t o k n o w m y 

self." 
" I deny y o u r r i g h t toispeak t o me on 

t h e subjec t , " I said, s t i f f ly . " I f n o w y o u 
had a g o o d reason." 

" B u t I have a reason," protes ted the 
Professor, earnest ly . 

" W h a t is i t ? " 
" I lofe her mysel f . I w i s h t o make 

h e r m y I r a n . " 
T h i s was most astonishing. 
" Y o u love her y o u r s e l f ? " 
" J a , H e r r D o c t o r . " 
" A n d y o u w a n t t o m a r r y h e r ? " 
" J a . " 
" B u t y o u are an o l d m a n . " 
" N o t so o l d , " said he, jealously ; " I am 

o n l y a l i t t l e o v e r s i x t y . " 
" A n d I t h i n k she cannot be o v e r 

t w e n t y - o n e . " 
" B u t 1 am a g o o d man. I am s t r o n g . 

1 am w e l l . L o o k here !" and he s t r u c k 



Ilis massive chest a s t u r d y b l o w , as if t o 
show how sound he was. 

•• Yes, y o u seem t o be w e l l . " 
•• V o u have not t o l d me, I l c r r D o c t o r , 

if y o n lofo Mees R u t h , " h i sa id ,uneas i ly . 
•• N o , I d o n ' t love her ." 
•' IJut y o u cal led t o see h e r — a t 

.Macy's." 
" I called t o buy some socks a n d hand

kerchiefs." 
•' Was t h a t a l l ?" he asked, w i t h an a i r 

of rel ief . 
" I t was a l l . " 
" T h e n y o n do not w i s h to m a r r y .Mees 

R u t h :-" 
" I do i!ot wish t o t v t r r y any one. ! 

am not r i c h enough. A r e ) 'ou ?" 
" I liave j u s t engage t o teach phi los

o p h y at Mees .Smith's school on ^fadi-
son .-Xvenue. T h e n 1 have m y p r i v a t e 
pupi ls . Ah,j'a, I w i l l make q u i t e an in
come," he said, c o m p l a c e n t l y . " Besides, 
Mees R u t h , she is a g o o d housekeeper." 

" I do not k n o w . " 
" S h e w i l l n o t wish t o spend m o n e y , " 

he said, anxiously . 
" I t h i n k she was b r o u g h t up econom

i c a l l y . " 
/a, dat is g o o d . A l l the G e r m a n 

frauleins arc g o o d housekeepers. D e y 
can cook and keep house on a l i t t l e 
money." 

" W e r e y o u ever m a r r i e d , Prolessor?" 
"/a, l o n g ago, b u t m y fr . iu she n o t 

l ive v e r y l o n g . I t is many years ago." 
" I f y o u m a r r i e d Miss Canby w o u l d 

y o u s t i l l board here?" 
" N o , i t w o u l d cost too m u c h money. 

I w o u l d h ire an a p a r t m e n t — w a a t y o u 
call a fiat, and Mees R u t h w o u l d keep 
the house—she w o u l d v,ash, she w o u l d 
cook, a n d — " 

" Take care of the babies," I added, 
j o c u l a r l y . 

" D a t is as G o d w i l l s . " 
" H a v e y o u spoken t o Miss R u t h on 

the subject ?" 
" N o , n o t yet . I w i s h t o speak t o y o u 

first—1 t l i o u g h t y o u m i g h t w a n t to m a r r y 
her yoursel f . " 

" V o u need have no a n x i e t y on that 
subject ; 1 never t h o u g h t of such a t h i n g . " 

" Dat i j g o o d . 1 feel b e t t e r . " 
" H a v e y o u any idea t h a t Miss Canby 

w i l l agree t o m a r r y y o u ? " 
" I do not k n o w . I am a H e r r Pro

fessor," he sai i l , p r o u d l y . 
In G e r m a n y there is a h i g h respect 

felt for t i t les of every k i n d , and the Pro
fessor e v i d e n t l y t h o u g h t that his off icial 
d i g n i t y w o u l d impress the y o u n g w o m a n 
f r o m .Macy's. 

" S t i l l , y o u are so m u c h o l d e r than she, 
th.1t she may not at first l ike t h e idea." 

" V o u t h i n k s h j refuse m e — t h a t she 
gives me the m i t t e n ?" he said, uneasi ly . 

" I f y o u propose t o o q u i c k . W i l l y o u 
take m y advice ?" 

"/ajar 

" T h e n d o n ' t propose at once. L e t her 
g e t accustomed t o y o u r a t t e n t i o n s . " 

" W h a t shal l I d o f i r s t ? " he asked, 
a n x i o u s l y . 

" Suppose y o u i n v i t e her t o g o t o t h e 
t h e a t r e w i t h y o u ?" 

"/a, d a t is g o o d 1" 
" Perhaps y o u c o u l d take her t o hear 

P a t t i ?" 
" N o , no. I t cost t o o m u c h !" said he, 

s h a k i n g his head. 
" T h e n y o u m i g h t i n v i t e her t o t h e 

Star T h c n t r e t o se- C r a r c . " 
" So I w i l l . " 
H e rose a n d shuffled o u t of the office 

i n a v e r y pleasant h u m o r . H e f e l t t h a t 
t h e r e was no obstacle t o his sui t , n o w 
t h a t I had d i s c l a i m e d .̂ U i n t e n t i o n o f 
m a r r y i n g the y o u n g w o m a n f r o m M a c y ' s . 

C H A P T E R I X . 

.\ E V E N l N i ; AT V I I E BOARDING -HOUSE . 

T h e confidence w h i c h Prof . Poppen
d o r f had reposed i n me, n a t u r a l l y led me 
t o observe his b e h a v i o r at tab le t o the 
y o u n g w o m a n f r o m Macy 's . T h e r e was 
a d i f f i c u l t y as I had t o l o o k r o u n d the 
" Disagreeable W o m a n , " w'.io sat next t o 
me. T h e n 1 c o u l d not v e r y w e l l w a t c h 
the Professor's expression, as his large, 
green gogg les concealed so large a p a r t 
of his face. 

I l l - s t i l l c u n l i i i n c d t o devote the chie f 
p . i i t o f his t i m e t o the business of the 
hour, and his eyes were f o i the most p a r t 
fixed n [ ion his plate. Y e t n o w and then 
1 observed he of lcred her the salt o r the 
pepper, a pi'.ce of a t t e n t i o n q u i t e n e w t o 
h i m . I h a d some t h o u g h t of suggest ing 
t o M i s s C a n b y t h a t she had a w a k e n e d an 
i n t e r e s t i n the h e a r t of the g r a y o l d P r o 
fessor, b u t i t o c c u r r e d t o me t h a t th is 
w o u l d be h a r d l y fa ir t o the e l d e r l y s u i t o r , 
f t was o n l y r i g h t t o leave h i m a f a i r f i e l d , 
and le t h i m w i n if Fate o r d a i n e d i t . 

O n W e d n e s d a y evenings i t was gen
e r a l l y und,erstood t h a t t h e boarders, such 
at any rate as had no o t h e r engagements, 
w o u l d r e m a i n after supper a n d g a t h e r i n 
the l i t t l e recept ion-room, t i l l the d i n i n g -
r o o m was c leared, s p e n d i n g the e v e n i n g 
soc ia l ly . 

O n such occasions M r s . W y m a n w o u l d 
g e n e r a l l y v o l u n t e e r a song, accompany
i n g herself i f t h e r e was no one else t o 
p l a y . She had a t h i n , s t r i d e n t voice , 
such as one w o u l d n o t w i l l i n g l y hear a 
second t i m e , b u t o u t of c o u r t e s y we l ist
ened, and a p p l a u d e d . T h e w i d o w h a d 
one w h o f u l l y a p p r e c i a t e d her v o c a l 
efforts, a n d th is was herself. She a l w a y s 

l o o k e d pleased and c o m p b c e n t w h e n her 
w o r k was done. 

I t was on the first W e d n e s d a y after t h e 
Count ' s a r r i v a l t h a t she i n d u c e d h i m t o 
r e m a i n . 

" D o n ' t y o u s ing . C o u n t ?" she asked. 
" V e r y l i t t l e , m a d a m , " he said. 
" B u t y o u arc an I t a l i a n , and a l l I t a l 

ians a r c m u s i c a l . " 
l i e u t t e r e d a fa int d i s c l a i m e r , b u t she 

ins is ted . 
" D o mc a f a v o r — a g r e a t f a v o r , " she 

said, persuasively, " and s ing some sweet 
I t a l i a n a i r , such as y o u m u s t k n o w . " 

" N o , I d i ) n ' t s i n g I t a l i a n a i r s , " he 
said. 

" W h a t then ?" 
" I can s ing ' Sweet M a r i e . " " 
" I am sure we shall a l l be g l a d to hear 

i t . I sometimes s ing a l i t t l e m y s e l f — j u s t 
a t i n y b i t . " 

" ! s l ia l l l i k e m u c h t o hear y o u , 
s i j j n o r a . " 

" I shall feel v e r y bashful about s i n g i n g 
t o an I t a l i a n g e n t l e m a n . Y o u w i l l l a u g h 
a t m e . " 

" N o , no, I w o u l d n o t be so r u d e . " 
" T h e n perhaps I m a y . O u r fr iends 

a l w a y s insist u p o n h e a r i n g me." 
So at an ear ly p e r i o d i n the evening 

she sang one of her r o u t i n e songs. 
I w a t c h e d the Count 's face w h i l e she 

was s i n g i n g . I was amused. A t first his 
expression was one of surprise . T h e n of 
pa in , a n d i t seemed t o me of annoyance. 
W h e n M r s . W y m a n had c o m p l e t e d the 
song she t u r n e d t o h i m a look of com
placent i n q u i r y . She was l o o k i n g for a 
c o m p l i m e n t . 

" D i d n ' t I d o h o r r i b l y ?" she asked. 
" O h , no, n o , " answered the C o u n t , 

v a g u e l y . 
" I t m u s t have seemed v e r y bad t o 

y o u . " 
" N o , n o — " 
" D o y o u t h i n k i t was passable?" 
" O h , s ignora, I never heard a n y t h i n g 

l i k e i t . " 
" O h , y o u n a u g h t y f l a t t e r e r , " she said, 

s m i l i n g w i t h d e l i g n t . " I am sure y o u 
d o n ' t mean i t . " 

" I n d e e d 1 d o . " 
I was s i t t i n g next the Disagreeable 

W o m a n . 
" T h e C o u n t has m o r e brains than I 

t h o u g h t , " she said. " I q u i t e agree w i t h 
h i m . " 

" T h a t y o u never heard a n y t h i n g l ike 
i t ? ' 1 q u e r i e d , s m i l i n g . 

" Ves ." 
•' Miss R u t h , " I said t o the y o u n g w o m 

an f r o m Macy 's , " d o y o u never s i n g ? " 
" I used t o s ing a l i t t l e i n m y c o u n t r y 

h o m e , " she a d m i t t e d . 
•' W h a t , for instance?" 
" I can s i n g A n n i e L a u r i e . " 
" N o t h i n g c o u l d be bet ter . I t is a 



general fa\-orite. W o n ' t y o n s ing i t to
n i g h t ?" 

" B u t I cannot sing w i t h o u t an accom-
].ani inent," she said, s h y l y . 

" I am n o t m u c h o l a m u s i c i a n , b u t I 
can p lay t h a t . " 

W i t h a l i t t l e more persuasion I i n d u c e d 
her t o s ing. She had a pleasant voice , 
and w h i l e I cannot c l a i m for h e r a n y t h i n g 
o u t of the c o m m o n on the score of music
al ta lent , she rendered the song f a i r l y 
w e l l . A l l seemed t o enjoy i t , except M r s . 
W y m a n , w h o said, i n a sneering tone : 

" T h a t song is o l d as the h i l l s . " 
" I t may be so," I r e t o r t e d , " b u t the 

best songs are o l d . " 
" I t was v e r y g o o d , " said the C o u n t , 

w h o rea l ly seemed pleased. 
T h i s seemed to annoy the w i d o w . 
" Y o u are v e r y good-natured . C o u n t , t o 

c o m p l i m e n t such a rust ic p e r f o r m a n c e , " 
she said. 

" B u t , s ignora, I mean i t . " 
" W e l l , let i t pass ! She d i d her best, 

poor t h i n g !" 
" She is a nice g i r l . " 
" O h , C o u n t , she is o n l y a y o u n g w o m 

an f r o m Macy's. She was b o r n i n the 
c o u n t r y , and raised a m o n g cabbages and 
t u r n i p s . " 

H e seemed puzzled, b u t e v i d e n t l y re
garded R u t h w i t h favoi". 

Mear .whi le , I ' r o f . P o p p e n d o r f h a d l ist
ened a t t e n t i v e l y t o the song of the 
maiden on w h o m he had fixed his choice . 

" M e e s R u t h , y o u s ing b e a u t i f u l ! " he 
said. 

R u t h Canby s m i l e d . 
" Y o u arc v e r y k i n d . Prof . P o p p e n d o r f , " 

she said, g r a t e f u l l y . 
" I l i k e y o u r s i n g i n g m u c h b e t t e r t h a n 

M r s . W y m a n ' s . " 
" N o . Y o u m u s t n ' t say that . She 

sings airs f r o m the opera." 
" 1 l ike better y o u r leetle song." 
By this t i m e M r s . W y m a n had suc

ceeded i n e x t r a c t i n g a promise f r o m t h e 
C o u n t t o s ing. 

" D r . F e n w i c k , " she said, " can't y o u 
play the a c c o m p a n i m e n t for the C o u n t ? " 

" W h a t is the song ?" 
" Sweet M a r i e . " 
" I w i l l do m y best. I a m n o t proles-

s ional ." 
So I p l a y e d and the C o u n t sang. H e 

had a pleasant, s y m p a t h e t i c voice , and 
we were pleased w i t h his s i n g i n g . 

" O h , h o w c h a r m i n g . C o u n t ! " said 
M r s . W y m a n ; " I shal l never dare t o s ing 
before y o u again. 

" W h y not , s ignora ." 
" Because y o u are such a musica l 

a r t i s t . " 
" O h , no, no, signora !" he said, depre-

c a t i n g l y . 
H e was persuaded t o s i n g aga in , a n d 

again he pleased his small audience. 

" M i s s B l a g d e n , w o n ' t y o u f a v o r us 
w i t h a song ?" asked M r s . W y m a n , i n a 
tone of m o c k e r y . 

" T h a n k y o u , " said the Disagreeable 
W o m a n , d r y l y . " T h e r e is so m u c h 
m u s i c a l ta lent here, t h a t I w o n ' t under
take t o compete w i t h those w h o possess 
i t . " 

" Prof . P o p p e n d o r f , d o n ' t y o u ever 
s ing ?" asked the w i d o w , a u d a c i o u s l y . 

" I used t o s i n g w h e n I was y o u n g , " 
answered the Professor, u n e x p e c t e d l y . 

" T h e n do f a v o r us !" 
H e seated himsel f at the piano, and 

s.ing a G e r m a n d r i n k i n g song, such as i n 
days gone by he had s u n g w i t h B i s m a r c k 
and his o l d comrades at the u n i v e r s i t y . 

T h e r e was a r o u g h v i g o r i n his per
formance t h a t was not unpleasant. N o 
(.ne was more surpr ised t h a n M r s . 
W y m a n at the o u t c o m e of w h a t she had 
meant as a j o k e . 

" R e a l l y , Professor," said t h e D i s -
a,i;rceablc W o m a n , " y o u are m o r e ac
compl ished than I supposed. I l i k e y o u r 
s.aig b e t t e r than I d i d y o u r l e c t u r e . " 

I ' r o f . i ' o iJpendorf l e m o v e d his glasses, 
and wc saw i n his eyes a suspicious mois-
1 -ire. 

'• A h , " he said, not a p p e a r i n g t o l icar 
the c o m p l i m e n t , i f i t was a c o m p l i m e n t , 
" i t b r i n g s back the o l d days. I have n o t 
s i n g t h a t song since I was a t the u n i v e r 
s i t y w i t h B i s m a r c k . T h e r e w e r e t w e n t y 
of us, y o u n g students, w h o sang i t t o g e t h 
er , a n d n o w t h e y are almost a l l gone." 

T h i s ended the musical performances 
of the evening. .'Vfter this , there was 
c o n v e r s . i t i o n , and later M r s . G r a y p r o 
v i d e d ice-cream a n d cake. I t was H o r -
ton's ice-cream, and the plates were s m a l l , 
b u t we e n j o y e d i t . 

Be fore w e p a r t e d , t h e Professor f o u n d 
himsel f s i t t i n g next to R u t h C a n b y . 

" D o y o u ever g o t o the theatre , f rau 
le in ?" he asked. 

" N o t often, Professor. I cannoc g o 
alone, and there is no one t o take m e . " 

" I w i l l take y o u , Mees R u t h . " 
T h e y o u n g w o m a n f r o m Macy 's l o o k e d 

amazed. She had n o t dreamed of such 
an invi t ,a t ion f r o m h i m . Y e t she was 
v e r y fond of the stage, and she saw n o 
reason w h y she s h o u l d n o t accept. 

" Y o u are v e r y l ; i n d . Professor," she 
said. " I d i d n o t t h i n k y o u c a r e d f o r t h e 
t h e a t r e . " 

" I w o u l d l i k e t o g o — w i t h y o u , " he said, 
g a l l a n t l y . 

" T h e n I w i l l go. 
I t w i l l be l ike g o i n g w i t h m y g r a n d 

father , " she t h o u g h t . 

C H A P T E R X . 

A KUSTIC ADMIRER. 

S u n d a y was a l w a y s a l o n e l y day t o m e . 
I n the c o u n t r y v i l l a g e , w h e r e I k n e w 
e v e r y b o d y , I a lways looked f o r w a r d t o 
i t as t h e pleasantcst d a y of t h e w e e k . 
H e r e i n t h e c r o w d e d c i t y , I felt isolated 
f r o m h u m a n s y m p a t h y . I accustomed 
myse l f t o a t t e n d i n g c h u r c h in the fore
n o o n . I n the a f t e r n o o n I t o o k a w a l k o r 
an e x c u r s i o n . 

A t t h e boarding-house even ! t was d u l l 
and less social than usual . Such of the , 
boarders as had fr iends near the c i t y 
w e r e able t o absent themselves af ter 
breakfast . A m o n g the faces t h a t I 
missed was t h a t of the Disagreeable 
W o m a n . Sometimes she appeared at 

b r e a k f a s t ; b u t n e v e r a t d i n n e r o r tea. 
T h o u g h she never i n d u l g e d i n conver
sat ion t o any extent , I t h i n k we a l l missed 
her. 

One S u n d a y a f t e r n o o n , soon after the 
g a t h e r i n g descr ibed i n the last chapter , 
I w a l k e d n p F i f t h A v e n u e t o C e n t r a l 
Park. I t was a pleasant day and m a n y 
were o u t . T h r o u g h the magni f icent 
avenue 1 w a l k e d in a l e i s u r e l y wav , a n d 
wdud.ered i d l y h o w i t w o u l d seem to o w n 
a resi l ience i n t l i i s a r i s t o c r a t i c street. 1 
c o u l d not repress a fee l ing of envy w h e n 
1 t h o u g l i t of the f a v o r e d class w h o d w e l t 
in the l o n g line of palaces t h a t l ine the 
avenue. T h e i r l ives seemed far r e m o v e d 
f r o m t h a t of a s t r u g g l i n g p h y s i c i a n , w h o 
was i n d a i l y d o u b t h o w l o n g he c o u l d 
m a i n t a i n his modest style of l i v i n g i n the 
c r o w d e d m e t r o p o l i s . 

. \ r r i v e d at F i f t y - n i n t h street 1 saun
tered t o w a r d the menagerie. T h i s is 
l!:e f a v o r i t e r e s o r t of c h i l d r e n , a n d of 
y o u n g persons I r o m the c o u n t r y . Per
haps I , myself , m i g h t be classed a m o n g 
t h e l a t t e r . I d i d not care so m u c h , h o w 
ever , t o observe t h e .nnimals as the 
v i s i t o r s . I h a d a hope t h a t I m i g h t see 
some one w h o m I k n e w . 

A t first I c o u l d see no f a m i l i a r face. 
B u t present ly I s t a r t e d , as m y glance fel l 
o n t h e s h o r t a n d somewhat p l u m p figure 
of t h e y o u n g w o m a n f r o m Jfacy's . 

She was n o t alone. W i t h her w a l k e d 
a t a l l , sun-burned y o i m g man, w h o was 
e v i d e n t l y f r o m t h e c o u n t r y . She leaned 
c o n f i d i n g l y u p o n his a r m , and her face 
was r a d i a n t . H e was e v i d e n t l y an o l d 
f r i e n d , perhaps a l o v e i . H e , too , l o o k e d 
c o n t e n t e d and happy. V ere they lovers ? 
I t l o o k e d l i k e i t . I f so, the m a t i i m o n i a l 
plans of Prof . P o p p e n d o r f were d o o m e d 
t o d i s a p p o i . u m e n t . D e l i c a c y d i c t a t e d 
m y s i lent w i t h d r a w a l , but I confess t h a t 
m y c u r i o s i t y was aroused, and I resolved 
t o g r a t i f y i t . 

A c c o r d i n g l y I pressed f o r w a r d and 



o v e r t o o k the y o u n g w o m a n f r o m M a c y ' s 
and her escort. She l o o k e d u p casual ly , 
and a l i t t l e flush, overspread her face 
when she recognized me. 

" D r . F e n w i c k I " she said, i m p u l s i v e l y . 
I t u r n e d a n d l i f t e d m y hat. 
" I am g l a d t o meet y o u . Miss C a n b y !" 

I said. 
A t the same t i m e I l o o k e d i n q u i r i n g l y 

at her escort. 
'• S tephen," she snid, " t h i s is D r . 

F e n w i c k f r o m o u r boarding-house ." 
" P r o u d t o k n o w y o u , s i r , " said t h e 

y o u n g man, o f f e r i n g his hand. 
I shook i t h e a r t i l y . 
" Y o u have not m e n t i o n e d y o u r f r iend 's 

name. Miss C s n b y , " 1 said. 
" E x c u s e m e ! I am v e r y n e g l e c t f u l . 

T h i s is Stephen I l i g g i n s f r o m o u r t o w n . 
I used t o g o t o school w i t h h i m . " 

" I am g l a d t o make y o u r acquaintance, 
M r . I l i g g i n s . " 

" .Same t o y t n i , sir. ' 
" I suppose y o u are on a v i s i t t o t h e 

c i t y , M r . I l i g g i n s . " 
" Yes, s ir . I came here t o spend Sun

day, and see R u t h . " 
" I presume y o u have been in t h e c i t y 

before ?" 
" N o t for five years. I t ' s a p r e t t y 

smart place. I ' m so t u r n e d r o u n d t h a t I 
h a r d l y k . i o w w h i c h way to t u r n . " 

" Y o u w i l l have a g o o d g u i d e in Miss 
Canby." 

" I n R u t h , yes." 
" I wish I c o u l d go r o u n d w i t h h i m a l l 

the t i m e he is here. D r . F e n w i c k , b u t to
m o r r o w I shall have to go back t o m y 
w o r k at Macy's . 

She gave a l i t t l e s igh as she spoke. 
" D o y o u i n t e n d to stay l o n g , M r . 

H i g g i n s ?" 
" O n l y a day or t w o . I t ' s p r e t t y expen

sive s t a y i n ' i n Y o r k . " 
" I w a n t h i m to stay over t i l l Tuesday, 

D r . F e n w i c k . H e can't see m u c h i f he 
goes home t o - m o r r o w . " 

" I f y o u c o u l d be w i t h me, R u t h — " 
" B u t I can'f, so i t 's no use t a l k i n g 

about i t . " 
" W o u l d n ' t M r . M a c y g i v e v o u a day 

off ?" 
" I f I c o u l d find h i m perhaps he w o u l d , " 

she said, l a u g h i n g . 
" W h y can't y o u find h i m ? I s n ' t he at 

the store e v e r y day ?" 
" M r . M a c y is dead, Stephen." 
" T h e n h o w can he keep s tore?" asked 

Stephen, b e w i l d e r e d . 
" Somebody else runs i t i n his name ?" 
" D o n ' t let me inter fere w i t h y o u r 

plans," I said, fee l ing t h a t perhaps I 
m i g h t be i n the w.aj'. 

T h e y both u r g e d me t o stay, and so I 
d i d . 

B y th is t i m e a l l the a t t r a c t i o n s of the 
menagerie had been seen, and I proposed 

t o w a l k t o t h e lake. 
" H o w w o u l d y o u l i k e t o l i v e i n the 

c i t y , M r . I l i g g i n s ? " I asked. 
" F i r s t r a t e , i f I c o u l d find a n y t h i n g 

t o d o . " 
" W h a t is y o u r business at h o m e ? " 
" I w o r k o n father 's f a r m . N e x t y e a r , 

as f a t h e r ' s g e t t i n ' feeble, I m a y take i t o n 
shares." 

" T h a t w i l l be bet ter , perhaps, t h a n 
seeking a s i t u a t i o n i n the c i t y . " 

" I s h o u l d l i k e t o be here o n account 
of R u t h , " he said, w i s t f u l l y . 

She s m i l e d and shook her head. 
" T h e r e ' s n o t h i n g f o r me t o d o i n the 

c o u n t r y , " she said. 
" i m i g h t f i n d s o m e t h i n g for y o u t o 

d o , " he said, e a g e r l y . 
T h e n I saw h o w i t was, and fe l t 

i n c l i n e d t o help h i m . 
" D o y o u l i k e Macy 's so w e l l , t h e n ?" 

I asked. 
" I d o n ' t k n o w , " she answered, t h o u g h t 

f u l l y , " I l i k e t o feel t h a t I am e a r n i n g 
m y l i v i n g . " 

" Y o u w o u l d n ' t need," c o m m e n c e d 
S t e p h e n , b u t she checked h i m b y a l o o k . 

" Y o u m i g h t not l ike t o p a r t w i t h the 
Professor," said I , mischievous ly . 

S tephen t o o k instant a l a r m . 
" W h a t Professor?" he asked. 
" Professor P o p p e n d o r f . H e is a G e r 

man, a v e r y learned m a n . " 
" . \ n d w h a t have y o u g o t t o d o w i t h 

the Professor, R u t h ?" he asked, jea lous ly . 
" O h , y o u fool ish b o y ! " she said. 

" V o u o u g h t t o see h i m . " 
• 1 d o n ' t w a n t t o sec h i m . " 
" I I c is au o l d g e n t l e m a n , most seventy, 

a n d wears g r e e n glasses." 
Stephen l o o k e d r e l i e v e d . 
" B y the w a y , d i d y o u i iave a pleasant 

e v e n i n g w i t h the Professor at the t h e a t r e 
the o t h e r evening , Miss Canby ?" 

I t was v e r y reprehensib le of mc, I 
k n o w , b u t I felt a l i t t l e mischievous. 

" D i d y o u go t o the theatre w i t h h i m , 
R u t h ? " asketl Stephen, r e p r o a c h f u l l y . 

•• Ves, I am so f o n d of t h e theatre , y o u 
k n o w , 1 c o i d d n,) l resist the t e m p t a t i o n . " 

•• W h a t d i d y o u see ?" 
" 1 w e n t t o see Crane i n t h e .Senator, 

W h e r e d o y o u t h i n k w e sat?" a n d she 
l a u g h e d . 

" I d o n ' t k n o w . " 
" I n the u p p e r g a l l e r y . T h e idea o f 

a s k i n g a l a d y t o s i t i n the t o p of t h e 
house 1" 

" T h e Professor is a G e r m a n , and a l l 
G e r m a n s are f r u g a l I presume he 
t h o u g h t y o u w o u l d be p e r f e c t l y satisfied. 
D i d t h e Professor appear t o e n j o y the 
p l a y ?" 

" V e r y m u c h . H e d i d n o t a l w a y s 
u n d e r s t a n d i t , a n d asked m e t o e x p l a i n i t 
t o h i m . N o w a n d then he b u r s t i n t o such 

a l o u d l a u g h t h a t I felt q u i t e ashamed. 
T h e n I was g l a d t h a t w c were i n the 
t o p g a l l e r y . " 

" W h e n t h e pl.ny was o v e r d i d he i n v i t e 
y o u t o take a n ice-cream at De lmonico ' s 
o r M a i l l a r d ' s ? " 

" N o , b u t he i n v i t e d me i n t o a saloon 
t o take a glass of lager." 

H e r e she l a u g h e d again. 
" E v i d e n t l y the Professor is n o t a 

l a d i e s ' m a n . D i d y o u accept the b e e r ? " 
" A s i f I w o u l d !" 
" P o o r m a n ! y o u d e p r i v e d h i m of a 

p leasure ." 
" N o , I d i d not . H e lef t me on t h e 

s i d e w a l k w h i l e he w e n t i n and t o o k his 
beer." 

" I hope y o u w o n ' t g o t o the theatre 
w i t h h i m a g a i n , " said Stephen, i n a tone 
of dissat isfact ion. 

" V o u can rest q u i t e easy, Stephen, I 
w o n ' t . " 

" W h a t made h i m ask y o u t o g o ?" 
" V o u w i l l have t o ask h i m , Stephen. 

I f y o u w i l l come r o u n d t o supper t h i s 
evening , I w i l l i n t r o d u c e y o u t o h i m . 
T l i e r c w i l l be p l e n t y of r o o m , as some of 
>)ur boarders are a l w a y s away o n Sun
day. " 

S t e p h e n fel t a l i t t l e bashful at first, b u t 
finally y i e l d e d t o persuasion and t o o k his 
|)'ai.e at t h e t a b l e in the scat of the Dis
agreeable W o m a n . 

A f t e r seeing t h e Professor he g o t over 
his j e a l o u s j ' . T h e o l d G e r m a n scholar 
h a r d l y suggested a y o u n g L o t h a r i o , and 
his appearance was not calculated t o 
excite jea lousy . Prof . Poppendorf re
m o v e d his g o g g l e s the b e t t e r t o observe 
R u t h ' s f r i e n d , b u t d i d not appear t o be 
d i s t u r b e d . T h a t R u t h should prefer 
t h i s y o u n g r u s t i c t o a man of his p o s i t i o n 
and a t t a i n m e n t s , w o u l d have seemed t o 
h i m q u i t e o u t of the range of p r o b a b i l i t y . 

C H A P T E R X I . 

A P O O R P A T I E N T . 

I was accustoi . ied t o r e m a i n i n m y 
office t i l l a b o u t four o 'c lock i n the after
noon w a i t i n g for possible pat ients; I t 
was a l o n g a n d weary w a i t , and often
t i m e s n o t a ca l ler r e w a r d e d me. I sup
pose i t is t h e usual f o r t u n e of y o u n g 
m e d i c a l p r a c t i t i o n e r s w h o are compara
t i v e l y u n k n o w n . W h e n f o u r o 'c lock 
came 1 w e n t o u t for a w a l k . Genera l ly 
m y steps t e n d e d t o S i x t h A v e n u e where 
t h e r e was some l i te and bustle. 

1 was c o m p e l l e d t o pract ise t l i e most 
r i g i d e c o n o m y , b u t I c o u l d n o t d e n y m y 
self t h e l u x u r y of an e v e n i n g paper. I 
w o u l d b u y c i t h e r the Suit or ll'or/t/, each of 
w h i c h cost b u t a j i e i m y . One l i t t l e news
b o y came t o k n o w mc, a n d g e n e r a l l y lay 
i n w a i t f o r m e as I e m e r g e d f r o m a side 



s t r e e t H e was a b r i g h t , a t t r a c t i v e l i t t l e 
boy of ten , whose name I f o u n d t o be 
F r a n k M i l l s . H i s c l o t h i n g was w e l l -
w o r n but clean, and his w h o l e appear
ance was neat, so that I j u d g e d he h a d a 
g o o d m o t h e r . 

U s u a l l y Frank 's maimer was c h e e r f u l , 
but on the d.ay succeeding i n y v i s i t t o t h e 
Park I f o u n d he looked sober and his 
eyes l o o k e d r e d as i f he had been c r y i n g . 

" W h a t is t h e m a i l e r , F r a n k ? " I asked. 
" M y sister is s ick ," he said, sadly . 
" Is i t an o l d e r sister ?" 
" Yes ; she w o r k s at O ' N e i l ' s d r y goods 

store. She has been sick t w o days." 
" W h a t is the m a t t e r ? " 
" M o t h e r t h i n k s i t is a fever." 
" H a v e y o u cal led a d o c t o r ? " 
" N — n o , " answered F r a n k . 
" W h y not ?" 
" W e haven't any nuniey t o pay a doc

t o r . W e are v e r y poor, and n o w t h a t 
sister isn't w o r k i n g I d o n ' t k n o w h o w w e 
shall get a l o n g . T h e r e is no one t o e a r n 
money except me, and I d o n ' t make m o r e 
t l ian t h i r t y cents a d a y . " 

" I f I were r i c h , F r a n k , I w o u l d h e l p 
y o u . " 

'• I a m sure y o u w o u l d , sir, for y o u l o o k 
l ike a k i n d g e n t l e m a n . " 

T h i s s imple t r i b u t e w e n t t o m y heart . 
T h e boy felt t h a t I was a f r i e n d , a n d I 
d e t e r m i n e d that 1 w o u l d be one so far as 
1 was able. 

" S t i l l I can do s o m e t h i n g for y o u . I 
am a d o c t o r , a n d if y o u w i l l take me 
r u u n d to y o u r house I w i l l l o o k at y o u r 
sister and see i f I can do a n y t h i n g for her ." 

T h e boy's eyes l i g h t e d up w i t h j o y . 
' • W i l l y o n be so k i n d , s i r ? I w i l l g o 

w i l h y o u n o w . " 
" Yes, F r a n k , the sooner the b e t t e r . " 
I fcjl lowed h i m for perhaps a q u a r t e r of 

a m i l e t o a p o o r house s i t u a t e i l on one of 
the side streets leading d o w n t o the 
-N'orlh R i v e r . T h e street was shabby 
enough, a n d t h e c r o w d of y o u n g c h i l d r e n 
p l a y i n g about showed t h a t i t was ten
anted b y p o o r families, r i c h i n c h i l d r e n 
i f n o t h i n g else. 

F r a n k stopped at one of these houses 
and opened the d o o r i n t o a d i r t y h a l l . 

" W e l i v e on the t o p floor," he s a i d , " i f 
y o u w o n ' t m i n d g o i n g u p . " 

" I shall m i n d i t no m o r e t h a n y o u , 
F r a n k , " I said. " I am s t i l l a y o u n g 
man. ' ' 

W e c l i m b e d three staircases, a n d s tood 
o n the u p p e r l a n d i n g . 

" I ' l l g o i n and t e l l m o t h e r I have 
b r o u g h t a d o c t o r , " said F r a n k . " Just 
w a i t here a m i n u t e . " 

H e opened a d o o r and entered. H e 
came o u t again almost i m m e d h i t e l y . H e 
was f o l l o w e d b y a w o m a n of p.-rhaps 
f o r t y , w i t h a pleasant face, but l o o k i n g 
v e r y sad. 

" W e l c o m e , d o c t o r , " she said. " F r a n k 
te l l s me y o u were k i n d enough t o offer 
us y o u r services." 

" Yes, I a m g l a d t o d o w h a t I can f o r 
y o u . " 

" T h i s is m y d a u g h t e r . 1 feel v e r y 
m u c h w o r r i e d a b o u t h e r . " 

T h e d a u g h t e r lay o n a bed i n an i n n e r 
r o o m (there w e r e b u t t w o ) . She was pale 
and l o o k e d i l l - n o u r i s h e d , b u t i n spite of 
the del icacy of her appearance, she was 
p r e t t y . 

" A l i c e , t h i s is the d o c t o r , " said her 
m o t h e r . A l i c e opened her eyes lan
g u i d l y , and t r i e d t o smi le . 

" L e t me feel y o u r pulse ," I said. 
T h e pulsat ions were s low and feeble. 
T h e m o t h e r fixed her eyes u p o i i me 

anxious ly , and a w a i t e d m y v e r d i c t . 
" Y o u r d a u g h t e r is q u i t e r u n d o w n , " I 

said. " She has v e r y l i t t l e s l r e n g l h , b u t 
I d o n o t find any p o s i t i v e i n d i c a t i o n s of 
disease." 

" Y o u are r i g h t , no d o u b t , d o c t o r . " 
said the m o t h e r w i t h a s igh . " S ! i e is a 
del icate g i r l , and I am sure she was over
w o r k e d . " 

" She is e m p l o y e d i n a d r y goods store , 
F r a n k t e l l s m e . " 

" Y e s , she is at O ' N e i l ' s . T h e y are 
v e r y considerate there , b u t i t is h a r d t o 
be s t a n d i n g a l l d a y . " 

" I t w o u l d be h a r d f o r any one. I a m 
a m a n and s t r o n g , b u t I d o n ' t t h i n k I 
c o u l d endure i t . She o u g l i t to have t w o 
weeks ' rest, a t least, before r e t u r n i n g t o 
w o r k . " 

" I a m sure y o u are r i g h t , d o c t o r , " 
said M r s . M i l l s , " but h o w can i t be 
m a m i g e d ? W e have b u t t w o bread
w i n n e r s , F r a n k and A l i c e . F r a n k , p o o r 
boy , b r i n g s i n a l l he can, b u t A l i c e earns 
six d o l l a r s a week. I t is u p o n t h a t t h a t 
w e d e p e n d for o u r l i v i n g . I t is a h a r d 
t h i n g t o be poor , d o c t o r . " 

" I n d e e d i t is ," I answered. 
" Y o u speak as if y o u k n o w s o m e t h i n g 

a b o u t i t . " 
" I do. I am a y o u n g p h y s i c i a n , w i t h 

v e r y l i t t l e money, :md few patients. L i f e 
w i t h me is a s t r u g g l e , as i t is w i t h y o u . " 

I was w e l l d r e s s e d — t h a t is a necessity 
w i t h a profess ional m a n , w h o m u s t keep 
u p appearances—and t h i s perhaps made 
i t d i f f i c u l t f o r M r s . M i l l s to bel ieve t h a t I 
was r e a l l y ^oor. 

" W h a t d o y o u p r e s c r i b e , d o c t o r ? " 
" X o medicines are needed. W h a t 

j - o u r d a u g h t e r needs m o s t is s t r e n g t h e n 
i n g f o o d — t o b e g i n w i t h a l i t t l e beef tea." 

M r s . M i l l s l o o k e d embarrassed. I 
i n i d e r s t o o d her embarrassment . W h a t I 
o r d e r e d was s i m p l e e n o u g h ; b u t where 
was the m o n e y t o come f r o m , t o s u p p l y 
the sick g i r l ' s needs ? 

" I can m a k e some beef tea," she said. 

after a pause, " and some b r e a d . " 
" I t is j u s t t h e t h i n g , " I said, c h e e r f u l l y . 
" T h e n y o u d o n ' t t h i n k she needs any 

m e d i c i n e ?" 
" -No." 
T h e r e was s t i l l t h a t anxious l o o k on 

the m o t h e r ' s face. A l i c e was the bread
w i n n e r , a n d she was sick. H o w were 
i h e y t o l i v e ? 

A n idea came t o me. 
" I w i l l c a l l again t o - m o r r o w m o r n i n g , " 

I said, c h e e r f u l l y . 
" Y o u are v e r y k i n d , d o c t o r . I s h o u l d 

l i k e t o p a y y o u , b u t we are so m i s e r a b l y 
p o o r . " 

" D o n ' t l e t t h a t t r o u b l e y o u f o r a 
m o m e n t . I can g i v e y o u some of m y 
t i m e , for of t h a t I have p l e n t y . " 

C H - \ P T E R X H . 

T H E U I S A G K E E A l i L E WO.M.\ IN A N E W 
L I G H T . 

I have said t h a t I had an idea. T h e 
d e s t i t u t e c o n d i t i o n of this p o o r f a m i l y 
w e i g h e d u p o n me, a n d exc i ted m y s y m 
p a t h y . W i t h m y scanty means I c o u l d 
g i v e t h e m o n l y advice , b u t c o u l d I not 
secure help f i o m o thers . 

.Mrs. G r a y , m y l a n d l a d y , w o u l d per
haps f u r n i s h a s u p p l y of food , b u t 
t l u j i i g h a g o o d w o n i : i n i n the m a i n she 
was not i n c l i n e d t o be c h a r i t a b l e . She 
was i n c l i n e t l t o be suspicioi;s of those 
w i i o a p p l i e d t o her for help, and I d i d 
n o t w a n t t o subject M r s . M i l l s t o a n y 
new s o r r o w or m o r t i f i c a t i o n . A m o n g 
m y fe l low boarders , 1 c o u l d n o t t h i n k of 
one t o w h o m I c o u l d a p p l y , e x c e p t -
w e l l , yes, except the Disagreeable 
W o m a n . U n d e r her c y n i c a l e x t e r i o r I 
suspected t h e r e was a s y m p a t h e t i c h e a r t , 
t h o u g h I bel ieve t h a t I alone gave her 
c r e d i t for i t . I resolved t o speak t o her 
a b o u t m y p o o r p a t i e n t . 

A s the reader a l r e a d y k n o w s , I sat next 
t o Miss B l a g d e n at t h e table. T o w a r d 
the close of s u p p e r I said i n a l o w v o i c e : 
" I f y o u w i l l a l l o w me. Miss B l a g d e n , 
I w i l l w a l k w i t h y o u a short distance 
a f ter supper. I h a v c s o m c t h i n g t o say 
t o y o u . " 

She l o o k e d s u r p r i s e d , b u t answered 
p r o m p t l y , " I shall be g l a d of y o u r com
p a n y . " 

T h i s was t h e most agreeable speech I 
had heard f r o m her since o u r acquaint
ance c o m m e n c e d . 

N o t h i n g m o r e was said t i l l I f o u n d 
myse l f w a l k i n g b y her side t o w a r d 
B r o a d w a y . 

" N o w ?" she said, expectant ly . 
" I am g o i n g t o take a l i b e r t y , " I sa id. 

" I a m g o i n g t o t r y t o interest y o u i n a 
p o o r f a m i l y . I of course k n o w n o t h i n g 
of y o u r means, b u t m y o w n are so l i m i t e d 



that i n spite of my p r o f o u n d s y m p a t h y 
1 can o n l y g i v e m y m e d i c a l services, 
w h i l e more is needed." 

" G o o n , d o c t o r , " she said, and there 
was u n w o n t e d kindness i n her tone. 

I t o l d her t h e s t o r y i n b r i . f w o r d s , and 
she seemed interested. 

" Y o u r y o n n g pat ient has no o r g a n i c 
disease?" she i n q u i r e d . 

" N o n e whatever . .She is i l l - n o u r i s h e d , 
and w o r k s too iia'-d. T h a t is the w h o l e 
s t o r y . " 

" T h e y are v e r y p o o r . " 
" V o u can j u d g e . T h e i r i n c o m e can

not be more than seven dol lars and a halt , 
and of this the g i r l earns si.\. H e r 
sickncjs w i l l e n t a i l some o u t l a y , a n d 
there is o n l y the boy to earn mone)-
n o w . " 

" U is v e r y sad, d o c t o r . H o w l i t t l e w e 
whose wants are p r o v i d e d for k n o w of 
the sufferings of the p o o r ! B u t f o r t u 
nate ly , " she added, and a r a r e smile 
l i g h t e d up her features and made her 
pos i t ive ly a t t r a c t i v e , i n spite of her name, 
" f o r t u n a t e l y there is a r e m e d y . W h e n 
do y o u see th is p o o r f a m i l y aga in?" 

" I shall cal l t o - m o r r o w m o r n i n g after 
breakfast." 

" A n d in the m e a n t i m e d o y o u t h i n k 
they w i l l suffer for the lack of food ?" 

" I t may be so. I d o n ' t t h i n k t h e y have 
m u c h money in the house ?" 

" D o y o u t h i n k y o u c o u l d make i t con
venient t o cal l there this evening ?" 

" Y e s , I am sure I c o u l d . T h e i r p o o r 
home is less than halt a m i l e d i s t a n t f r o m 
o u r boarding-house." 

" T h e n , d o c t o r , be k i n d enough t o hand 
them t h i s . " 

She d r e w o u t her purse and handed 
me a five d o l l a r b i l l . 

I suppose I s h o w e d the j o y I fe l t . 
" M i s s B l a g d e n , " I said, " y o u c o u l d 

not g i v e me a m o r e agreeable commis
s ion." 

" 1 believe i t , d o c t o r . " 
T h e r e was an u n w o n t e d soltncss i n her 

lone, and her smile was p o s i t i v e l y at
t r a c t i v e . 

H o w c o u l d wc ca l l her the " Disagree
able W o m a n ? " 

C H A P T E R X I I I . 

MRS. WYMAN'S C U R I O S I T Y . 

I was passing o u r boarding-house on 
m y r e t u r n f r o m the w a l k w i t h M i s s B l a g 
den w h e n M r s . W y m a n t a p p e d o n the 
w i n d o w , and opened i t . 

" I saw y o u !" she said, i n a b a n t e r i n g 
tone. 

" A t supper ?" 
" N o , I saw y o u w a l k i n g a w a y w i t h 

Miss B l a g d e n . So y o u are s m i t t e n at 
l a s t ! " 

I smi led . 

'* I assure y o u , " I said, " t h e r e is n o t h 
i n g between us." 

" Y o u seem u n c o m m o n l y a t t e n t i v e , " 
a n d I t h o u g h t t h e r e was s o m e t h i n g of 
p i q u e i n her tone. 

" W h a t can I d o ?" I answered. " Y o u 
have forsaken me, a n d devote y o u r s e l f t o 
the C o u n t . " 

" .\ i f I c o u l d f o r g e t y o u !"she said, in 
a s e n t i m e n t a l tone. 

I f she h a d k n o w n h o w u t t e r l y indif fer
ent I was t o her f a v o r o r d is favor she 
w o u l d h a r d l y have been c o m p l i m e n t e d . 
Sue had t r a n s f e r r e d her a t tent ions t o 
C o u n t Penel l i , b u t slie s t i l l wished t o re-
l a i n her h o l d u p o n me. 

" B y the w a y , " she said, s u d d e n l y , " are 
yoa g o i n g t o l iear P a t t i d u r i n g her pres
ent engagement ?" 

" D o y o u take me f o r a m i l l i o n a i r e ? " 
" H e r prices are f r i g h t f u l ! " she said, 

t h o u g h t f u l l y . " O f course I cannot g o 
w i t h o u t an escort ." 

" I f y o u w i l l secure t w o t ickets , I w i l l 
a c c o m p a n y y o u . " 

" I hank y o n , b u t I am so poor . S t i l l 
1 dote on music, and 1 w o u l d b u y m y 
o w n t i c k e t . " 

I s h r u g g e d m y shoulders, and d e c l i n e d 
to t ake the h i n t . 

" V e r y p r o b a b l y the C o u n t w i l l w i s h 
t o go . H e is an I t a l i a n , y o u k n o w , and 
w o u l d have the advantage of u n d e r s t a n d 
i n g the language ." 

" T r u e . " 
" A s a n o b l e m a n he is doubtless above 

m o n e y cons iderat ions ." 
" Y o u are mistaken. H e is the h e i r t o 

g r e a t estates, b u t he is o u t of favor w i t h 
his father, a n d has t o l i v e on a v e r y s m a l l 
a l lowance. I t is a p i t y , i sn ' t i t ?" 

" H e m i g h t w o r k at some business, 
and replenish his purse . " 

" B u t y o u m u s t r e m e m b e r he is a 
nobleman. H i s r a n k debars h i m f r o m 
m a n y posi t ions t h a t w o u l d be open t o a 
c o m m o n m a n . " 

I a m g l a d t h a t I am not a nobleman, 
t h e n . " 

" A h , he m i g h t not object t o b e i n g a 
d o c t o r i f he were t r a i n e d to t h a t profcs-
i o n . I w i s h t h e r e were any way of 
g e t t i n g ia. t i c k e t t o P a t t i , w i t h o u t such a 
m o n s t r o u s o u t l a y . Can ' t y o u t h i n k of 
any w a y ?" 

" M r . B l a k e is connected w i t h a m o r n 
i n g paper. Perhaps he m a y be e n t i t l e d 
t o a Press t i c k e t . " 

" T h a n k y o u , D r . F e n w i c k . T h a t is an 
excel lent suggest ion. I w i l l speak t o h i m 
t o - m o r r o w m o r n i n g . W h e r e are y o u 
w a l k i n g , i f I m a y ask ?" 

" T o see a p o o r p a t i e n t . W i l l y o u 
a c c o m p a n y me ?" 

" N o , no, I s h o u l d be a f r a i d of c a t c h i n g 
some h o r r i d fever o r s o m e t h i n g . " 

" T h e f a m i l y is p o o r , and stands v e r y 
m u c n i n neei.l of assistance." 

" H o w w i l l t l i c y pay y o u , then ?" 
" T h e y w o n ' t pay me. I shall n o t ask 

a n y c o m p e n s a t i o n . " 
" I t h i n k y o u are fool ish t o waste y o u r 

t i m e o n such people. T h e y can't benefit 
y o u . " 

" I c.in h e l p t h e m . " 
•' V o u w i l l never g e l r i c h in t h a t w a y . " 

I d a n o t expect t o . I shall be satisfied 
i f I can make a l i v i n g . I f y o u feel 
i n c l i n e d t o be char i tab le , I can recom
m e n d M r s . M i l l s as deserv ing a l l the help 
y o u are i n c l i n e d t o bestow." 

" I p o s i t i v e l y haven't a cent t o spare. 
Besides i t w o u l d make i t a l l the more 
d i f f i c u l t t o hear P a t t i . " 

M r s . W y m a n closed the w i n d o w . T h e 
conversat ion h a d taken a t u r n which .she 
d i d not r e l i s h . 

C H A P T E R X I V . 

T H E g L ' A L I T Y OF M E R C Y . 

W h e n 1 k n o c k e d again at the d o o r of 
.Mrs. M i l l s , she opened i t and r e g a r d e d 
me i n some surpr ise . 

" D i d y o u t h i n k A l i c e w o u l d be 
worse ?" she asked. 

" N o , b i . r I am commiss ioned b y a 
c h a r i t a b l e l a d y , one of m y fe l low 
boarders , t o g i v e y o u t h i s . " 

She t o o k the b i l l w h i c h I olfered her, 
a n d her face l i g h t e d u p w i t h j o y . 

" I t is a g o d s e n d , " she said. " I was 
feel ing v e r y anxious. W e had b u t 
t w e n t y - f i v e cents in the house." 

" T h i s w i l l l iel[) a l o n g . " 
" I n d e e d i t w i l l . H o w k i n d y o u are, 

d o c t o r , " a n d her eyes filled w i t h g r a t e f u l 
tears. 

" I w o u l d l i k e t o be k i n d , b u t m y a b i l i t y 
is l i m i t e d . " 

" A n d w h o is th is l.ady t o w h o m I am 
i n d e b t e d ?" 

" W e cal l her the Disagreeable W o m 

a n . " 
She l o o k e d v e r y m u c h s u r p r i s e d . 
" S u r e l y y o u are j e s t i n g , d o c t o r . " 
" N o ; she is a social m y s t e r y . She is 

v e r y b l u n t and says many sharp t h i n g s . " 
" B u t she sends me th is money. She 

m u s t have a g o o d h e a r t . " 
" I b e g i n t o t h i n k so. I t w o u l d sur

prise a l l at the table i f they k n e w she 
h a d done t h i s . " 

" I shal l t h i n k of her as the Agreeable 

W o m a n . " 
" N o w , M r s . M i l l s , I am g o i n g t o g i v e 

y o u some advice . W h a t y o u r daughtcc 
needs is n o u r i s h i n g food. Use t h i s 
m o n e y t o p r o v i d e i t not o n l y for her b u t 
f o r y o u r s e l f . " 

" I w i l l — b u t w h e n th is is gone," she 
hesi tated. 



" W e w i l l appeal to the Disagreeable 
W o m a n . W h a t has y o u r d a u g h t e r 
taken ?" 

" I have g i v e n her some beef tea." 
" T h a t is g o o d as far as i t goes. D o 

y o u t h i n k she c o u l d eat a b i t of steak ?" 
" I w i l l ask h e r . " 
A l i c e seemed so pleased a t the sugges

t i o n t h a t F r a n k was d i s p a t c h e d t o t h e 
butcher 's for a p o u n d of s i r l o i n steak, and 
a few potatoes. Soon the r i c h and ap
p e t i z i n g f lavor of b r o i l e d steak p e r v a d e d 
the a p a r t m e n t , and a smi le of content
ment l i g h t e d up the face of the sick g i r l . 

" N o w m i n d t h a t y o u a n d F r a n k eat 
some t o o , " I said. " I w i l l sec y o u to
m o r r o w m o r r . i n g . 

I made a r e p o r t t o Miss B l a g d e n at 
breakfast. 

" I f y o u had seen h o w m u c h pleasure 
y o u r g i f t gave, y o u w o u l d feel a m p l y 
r e p a i d , " 1 said t o her. 

" D o c t o r , " she said, earnestly, " I t h a n k 
y o u f o r m e n t i o n i n g th is case t o me. W e 
are so a p t to l i v e f o r ourselves." 

" I also m e n t i o n e d the case t o M r s . 
W y m a n , " I added. 

" W e l l ?" she asked, c u r i o u s l y . 
" She said she was very p o o r , and 

wanted t o buy a t i c k e t t o Patt i ' s c o n c e r t . " 
Miss B l a g d e n smiled. 
" I am not s u r p r i s e d t o hear i t , " she 

said. " D i d y o u ever hear P a t t i , D r . 
F e n w i c k ?" 

" N o , Miss B lagden. I am new t o the 
c i t y , and I am c u t off f r o m expensive 
amusements by m y l i m i t e d means." 

" D o y o u l i k e music ?" 
" V e r y m u c h . W h e n P a t t i g ives a 

concert .at f i f ty cents, I may v e n t u r e t o 
go-" 

A t supper Miss Blagden placed some
t h i n g i n m y hand. 

I looked at i t , and found t h a t i t was 
a t i c k e t t o Patt i 's concert on the f o l l o w 
i n g evening. I t w o u l d g ive me a d m i s 
sion t o the most expensive p a r t of the 
house. 

" Y o u are v e r y k i n d . Miss B l a g d e n , " I 
said, i n g r a t e f u l surpr ise . 

" D o n ' t m e n t i o n where y o u g o t i t . 
V o u m a y consider i t in the l i g h t of a fee 
for attendance u[)0n y o t i r p o o r p a t i e n t . 
B y the w a y , h o w is she? H a v e y o u 
been there to-day ?" 

" Yes ; she is d o i n g w e l l , b u t is i n a 
great h u r r y to get w e l l . T h e r e n t comes 
due next week, a n d — " 

" H o w nuich is i t ?" asked Miss B l a g 
den, i n t e r r u p t i n g me. 

" Seven d o l l a r s . " 
She d r e w a ten d o l l a r b i l l f r o m her 

pocket-book and extended i t t o me. 
" G i v e t h a t to M r s . M i l l s , " she said. 
" V o u make mc v e r y happy as w e l l as 

her ; I am b e g i n n i n g t o f ind h o w k i n d a n d 

c h a r i t a b l e y o u arc . " 
" N o , n o , " she said g r a v e l y . " T h e r e 

are few o f us of w h o m t h a t m a y be said. 
" H o w soon d o y o u t h i n k y o u r p a t i e n t 
w i l l be able t o resume w o r k ?" 

" N e x t M o n d a y , I hope. She is g a i n i n g 
r a p i d l y . " 

" H o w t h i c k y o u are w i t h the D i s 
agreeable W o m a n !" said M r s . W y m a n , 
w h e n she n e x t m e t mc. " D o n ' t f a i l t o 
i n v i t e me t o the w e d d i n g . " 

" O n one c o n d i t i o n . " 
" W h a t is t h a t ? " 
" T h a t y o u i n v i t e me t o y o u r w e d d i n g 

w i t h the C o u n t . " 
She s m i l e d c o m p l a c e n t l y and ca l led me 

a n a u g h t y man. I w o n d e r i f she aspires 
t o become a Countess. 

C H A P T E R X V . 

THE PROFESSOR'S COURTSHIP. 

" W h a t a g u y I " 

T h e busy day at M a c y ' s was o v e r . 
T r o o p s of y o u n g w o m e n passed t h r o u g h 
the d o o r s , i n street costume, and laugh
i n g and c h a t t i n g , made t h e i r w a y u p o r 
d o w n S i x t h A v e n u e , o r t u r n e d i n t o 
T w e n t y - t h i r d street . A m o n g t h e m was 
R u t h Canby , and i t was t o her t h a t her 
f r i e n d M a r i a Stevenson addressed the 
above e x c l a m a t i o n . 

R u t h t u r n e d t o observe the f igure i n d i 
cated bv her f r i e n d , a n d was a lmost 
speechless w i t h surprise . 

A t the c o r n e r leaning against the l a m p 
post was a f igure she k n e w w e l l . T h e 
r u s t y o v e r c o a t w i t h its a m p l i t u d e of cape, 
t h e b r o w n crushed hat , t h e weather-
beaten face, a n d the g r e e n g o g g l e s were 
u n m i s t a k a b l e . I t was P r o f . P o p p e n d o r f . 
H e was p e e r i n g i n his short -s ighted w a y 
at the y o u n g w o m e n e m e r g i n g f r o m the 
g r e a t store w i t h an i n q u i r i n g gaze. S u d 
d e n l y his eyes b r i g h t e n e d . H e had 
f o u n d the object of his search. 

" Mees R u t h !" he e x c l a i m e d , s t e p p i n g 
f o r w a r d b r i s k l y , " I haf come t o w a l k 
h o m e w i l h y o u . " 

R u t h l o o k e d confused and a l m o s t dis
tressed. She w o u l d g l a d l y have f o u n d 
some excuse t o a v o i d the w a l k b u t c o u l d 
t h i n k of none. 

" M a r i a ! " s h e said, h u r r i e d l y , " i t is an 
o l d f r i e n d of the f a m i l y . I shal l have t o 
leave y o u . " 

H e r f r i e n d l o o k e d at the r u s t y f i g u r e i n 
amazement. 

" O h , w e l l , R u t h , " she said, " we w i l l 
meet t o - m o r r o w . So l o n g I ' 

T h i s was not perhaps the way i n w n i c h 
a F i f t h A v e n u e m a i d e n w o u l d have p a r t e d 
f r o m her f r i e n d , b u t M a r i a Stevenson 
was a free and easy y o u n g w o m a n , of 
excel lent heart a n d v a r i o u s g o o d qual
i t ies , b u t l a c k i n g the social v e n e e r i n g t o 
be m e t w i l h i n a d i f ferent class of soc iety . 

" H o w p r o v o k i n g ! " t h o u g h t R u t h , as 
she r e l u c t a n t l y t o o k her place beside 
the Professor, w h o , u n l i k e herself, seemed 
i n the best of s p i r i t s . 

" I haf w a i t e d here a q u a r t e r of an h o u r 
t o meet y o u , Mees R u t h , " he said. 

" I w i s h y o u h a d n ' t , " t h o u g h t R u t h , 
b u t she o n l y said, " I a m s o r r y t o have 
p u t y o u t o so m u c h t r o u b l e . " 

" I t was no t r o u b l e , I assure y o u , 
Mees R u t h , " said her e l d e r l y c o m p a n i o n 
i n as g e n i a l a t o n e as his bass voice c o u l d 
assume. 

" L e t us cross t h e street ," suggested 
R u t h . 

She w i s h e d as soon as possible to g e t 
o u t of s i g h t of her shop companions , w h o 
were sure t o tease her the next day. 

" W i t h a l l m y l i e a r t , " said the P r o 
fessor. " I s h o u l d w i s h t o be m o r e 
a l o n e . " 

T h e y crossed S i x t h A v e n u e , and 
w a l k e d d o w n on the west side. R u t h was 
w o n d e r i n g a l l the w h i l e w h a t o u e a r t h 
c o u l d have i n d u c e d the Professor t o take 
such pains t o offer her his escort. She 
d i d n o t have l o n g t o w a i t . 

" I haf s o m e t h i n g v e r y p a r t i c u l a r t o 
say t o y o u , Mees R u t h , " said the Pro
fessor, g a z i n g f o n d l y at her t h r o u g h his 
green goggles . 

" I n d e e d !" r e t u r n e d R u t h , i n great si ir-
prise . 

" Yes, Mees R u t h , I l ia l been feeUug 
v e r y l o n e l y . I a m t i r e d of l i v i n g at a 
boarding-house. I wish t o have a h o m e 
of m y o w n . W i l l y o u m a r r y me ? W i l l 
y o u be m y f r a u — I mean m y w i f e ? " 

R u t h Canby s topped short . She was 
" l i k e t o d r o p , " as she a f terwards ex
pressed i t . 

" M a r r y y o u ! ' she repeated, i n a d.azed 
w a y . 

" Yes, Mees R u t h , dear Mees R u t h , I 
w a n t y o u t o be m y w i f e . " 

" B u t , Professor, I c o u l d never t h i n k o f 
m a r r y i n g a m a n so " o l d she was 
a b o u t t o a d d , b u t she feared i t w o u l d 
h u r t the Professor's feel ings. 

" I k n o w w h a t y o u w o u l d say, Mees 
R u t h . V o u t h i n k I am too o l d . B u t I 
a m s t r o n g . Sec here !" and he smote his 
l a r g e breast v i g o r o u s l y . " I a m sound, 
and I shal l l i v e m a n y years. M y father 
l i v e d t i l l e i g h t y - f i v e , a n d I a m o n l y s i x t y -
l i v e . " 

" I am o n l y t w e n t y . " 
" T r u e ! y o u are m u c h y o u n g e r , b u t no 

y o u n g m a n w o u l d l o v e y o u so f o n d l y . " 
" I d o n ' t k n o w , " said R u t h . 
" Perhaps y o u t h i n k I am p o o r , b u t i t 

is not so. I haf a g o o d income, a n d I 
haf j u s t been a p p o i n t e d t o g i f lectures 
<jii p h i l o s o p h y i n Miss Green's school on 
M a d i s o n A v e n u e . W c w i l l take a nice 
flat. I w i l l f u r n i s h i t w e l l , a n d we w i l l 
haf a h a p p y h o m e . " 



" T h a n k y o u v e r y m u c h , P r o f . P o p p e n 
d o r f , " said R u t h , h u r r i e d l y . " I n d e e d I 
feel c o m p l i m e n t e d t h a t such a learned 
man and g r e a t scholar s h o u l d w i s h tc 
m a r r y me, b u t I a m o n l y a s i m p l e g i r l — 1 
have n o t m u c h e d u c a t i o n — a n d I s h o u l d 
not make a suitable w i f e for y o u . " 

" D o not t h i n k of that , Mees R u t h . I 
w i l l teach y o u myself . I w i l l teach y o u 
L a t i n and Greek , and Sanscrit , if y o u 
please. I w i l l read m y lectures o n p h i l -
osphy t o y o u , a n d I w i l l make y o u ' uiie 

feinme savantc' so that y o u can t a l k w i t h 
m y b r o t h e r Professors w h o rt'ill come t o 
see me. Y o u can cook, can y o u not , 
Mees R u t h ?" 

" Yes, I k n o w h o w to cook, b u t — 
" A h , t h a t is w e l l , " said the Professor, 

i n a tone of satisfaction. " A l l the 
G e r m a n ladies can cook. F r a u v o n 
B i s m a r c k , the wi fe of m y o l d f r i e n d , is an 
excel lent cook. I haf d ined at Bis
marck 's house." 

" B u t , " said R u t h , f i r m l y , " I can not 
t h i n k of b e c o m i n g y o u r w i f e . P r o f . 
P o p p e n d o r f . " 

" A c h , s o ! " said the Professor, i n a tone 
of d i sappointment . " D o not make such 
a mistake, m y dear Mees R u t h . Is i t 
n o t h i n g t o become M r s . Professor Pop-
pentlorf . V o u w i l l take a g o o d place i n 
society. F o r I assure y o u t h a t I a m w e l l 
k n o w n a m o n g scholars. I am n o w busy 
on a great w o r k on p h i l o s o p h y , w h i c h 
w i l l extend m y fame. I w i l l make y o u 
p r o u d of y o u r husband." 

" I n d e e d , Prof . Poppendorf , I d o n o t 
d o u b t y o u r l e a r n i n g o r y o u r fame, b u t I 
can not m a r r y a man o l d e n o u g h t o be 
m y g r a n d f a t h e r . " 

" So, I ain not so sure about t h a t . I 
am o l d e n i n i g h to be y o u r father , b u t — " 

" N e v e r m i n d ! W e w i l l not argue the 
point . I hope y o u w i l l say no m o r e . I 
can not m a r r y y o u . " 

" A h ! is there a n o t h e r ? H a f I a 
r i v a l ? " demanded the Professor, f r o w n 
i n g fiercely. " I t is that D r . F e n w i c k ? " 

" N o , i t is n o t . " 
" I do not t h i n k he w o u l d care t o m a n y 

y o u . " 
" A n d I d o n ' t want to m a r r y h i m , 

t h o u g h I t h i n k h i m a v e r y nice y o u n g 
gent leman." 

" W h o is i t , then ?" 
" I f y o u m u s t k n o w , " said R u t h , pet

t i s h l y , " i t is t h a t y o u n g man w h o t o o k 
supper w i t h us n o t l o n g ago." 

" T h e y o u n g m a n f r o m the c o u n t r y ?" 
" Yes." 
" B u t w h a t d o y o u see i n h i m , Mees 

R u t h . \ic \s !\yokel." 
" A w h a t ? " 
" H e is a v e r y w o r t h y y o u n g man, I d o 

not d o u b t , b u t w h a t does he k n o w ? H e 
is a farmer , is he n o t , w i t h no ideas 
b e y o n d his paternal acres?" 

" P r o t . Poppenaorf , I w i l l not have y o u 
speak so of m y S t e p h e n , " said R u t h , 
w h i l e a wave of anger passed o v e r her 
face. 

" A h , t h a t is his name. Stephen. 
P a r d o n , Mees R u t h ! I do n o t w i s h t o 
say a n y t h i n g against t h i s r u r a l y o u n g 
man, b u t he w i l l never g i v e y o u the 
p o s i t i o n w h i c h I offer y o u . " 

" Perhaps n o t , b u t I l i k e h i m b e t t e r . " 
" A c h , so. T h e n is m y d r e a m a t an 

end ; I d i d hope t o have y o u for m y f r a u , 
and haf a h a p p y h o m e a n d a l o v i n g 
c o m p a n i o n i n m y d e c l i n i n g years ." 

H i s tone seeivicd so m o u r n f u l t h : . t 
R u t h was t o u c l i c d w i t h p i t y and remorse . 

" Prof . P o p p e n d o r f , " she said, g e n t l y , 
" y o u m u s t n o t be t o o m u c h d i s a p p o i n t e d . 
T h e r e are m a n y w h o w o u l d apprec iate 
the h o n o r of m a r r y i n g y o u . W h y d o 
y o u n o t ask M r s . W y m a n ? " 

" She is a b u t t e r f l y — a flirt. I w o u l d 
n o t m a r r y her if there were no o t h e r 
w o m a n l i v i n g . " 

T h e y o u n g w o m a n f r o m M a c y ' s q u i t e 
agreed w i t h the Professor, and i t was n o t 
w i t h o u t satisfaction t h a t she heard h i m 
express himsel f in this manner. 

" W e l l , " she Continued, " t h e n t h e r e is 
M i s s B l a g d e n . She is of a m o r e suitable 
age." 

" T h e Disagreeable W o m a n . " W h a t 
do y o u take me for , Mees R u t h ? She is 
too s t r o n g - m i n d e d . " 

" Perhaps so, b u t I a m sure she has a 
k i n d hear t . " 

" I s h o u l d never be h a p p y w i t h h e r — 
n e v e r ! " said the Professor, d e c i d e d l y . 

" W e r e y o u ever m a r r i e d . Professor ?" 
asked R u t h w i t h sudden c u r i o s i t y . 

" Yes, I was m a r r i e d w h e n I w.as t h i r t y 
— b u t m y G r e t c h e n o n l y l i v e d t w o years. 
I haf m o u r n e d for her m o r e t h a n t h i r t y 
years ." 

" Y o u have w a i t e d a l o n g t i m e . Pro
fessor." 

" Y e s ; t i l l I saw y o u , Mees R u t h , I 
never haf seen the w o m a n I w a n t e d t o 
m a r r y . Perhaps," he added w i t h sudden 
hope, " this y o u n g man, Stephen, does n o t 
w i s h t o m a r r y you." 

" H e w i l l be o n l y too g l a d , " said R u t h , 
toss ing l^er head. " H e offered h i m s e l f 
to me a y e a r ago ." 

" T h e n t h e r e is no hope f o r me ?" 
" N o n e at a l l . Professor." 
T h e y had reached W a v e r l e y Place, a n d 

so there was no t i m e f o r f u r t h e r conversa
t i o n . A s t h e y came u p t h e s toop M r s . 
W y m a n saw t h e m t h r o u g h t h e w i n d o w . 
She was i n w a i t i n g i n the h a l l . 

" H a v e 3-ou had a nice w a l k together ?" 
she p u r r e d . 

" H o w I hate t h a t w o m a n !'" said R u t h 
t o herself. 

She ran u p stairs a n d p r e p a r e d f o r 
supper. 

C H A P T E R X V I . 

SITS THE WIND IN THAT QUARTER. 

O f course I a t t e n d e d the P a t t i concert . 
T h e seat g i v e n me was i n the best p a r t 
o f t h e house, and I fe l t somewhat bash
f u l w h e n I f o u n d t h a t a l l mj- neighbors 
w o r e dress suits . M y o w n s u i t — t h e 
best I h a d — w a s b e g i n n i n g t o show the 
m a r k s of wear, b u t I d i d not dare g o t o 
t h e expense of another . 

M y n e x t n e i g h b o r was an e lder l j -
g e n t l e m a n , b o r d e r i n g u p o n s i x t y . I n the 
t w e n t y m i n u t e s t h a t elapsed before the 
r ise of t h e c u r t a i n we fe l l i n t o a pleasant 
c o n v e r s a t i o n . I t was pleasant t o find 
t h a t he was b e c o m i n g interested i n me. 

" Y o u enjoy P a t t i ? " he said. " B u t 
t h e n I h a r d l y need ask t h a t . Y o u r pres-
sence here is suff icient e v i d e n c e . " 

" I have no d o u b t I shal l en joy P a t t i , " 
I answered. " I have n e v e r heard h e r . " 

" I n d e e d ? H o w does t h a t happen ?" 
" Because I have been o n l y three 

m o n t h s i n N e w Y o r k . I came here f r o m 
the c o u n t r y , and of course I h a d no 
chance t o hear her t h e r e . " 

" Excuse m y c u r i o s i t y , b u t y o u d o not 
l o o k l i k e a business m a n . " 

" I am not . I am a p r a c t i s i n g physi
c i a n . " 

" I n d e e d !" he r e p l i e d , w i t h interest . " I 
wish j - o u c o u l d c u r e m y r h e u m a t i s m . " 

" I should l i k e a chance to t r y . " 
T h i s was a l i t t l e audacious, as p r o b a b l y 

he had his o w n f a m i l y phys ic ian, b u t i t 
came n a t u r a l l y u p o n his r e m a r k . 

" Y o u shal l t r y , " he said, impulsive!}" . 
" M y f a m i l y p h y s i c i a n has failed to benefit 
me." 

" I t m a y be so w i t h me." 
" A t any rate I w i l l t r y y o u . Can y o u 

call at m y house t o - m o r r o w at eleven 
o ' c l o c k ? " 

" I w i l l d o so w i t h pleasure." 
H e gave me his c a r d . I f o u n d t h a t his 

name was G r e g o r y V i n c e n t , and t h a t he 
l i v e d i n one of t h e finest parts of M a d i s o n 
A v e n u e . I t o c c u r r e d t o me t h a t he was 
perhaps i m p r u d e n t i n t r u s t i n g an u n 
k n o w n y o u n g p h y s i c i a n , b u t I was n o t 
f o o l i s h e n o u g h t o t e l l h i m so. 

" I w i l l c a l l , " I said w i t h professional 
g r a v i t y , and I e n t e r e d the name and en
g a g e m e n t i n m y m e d i c a l note-book. 

H e r e the c u r t a i n rose, and o u r t h o u g h t s 
were soon o c c u p i e d b y the stage. 

W h e n the concer t was over, m y new 
f r i e n d as he shook m y hand, said, " I can 
r e l y u p o n y o u r c a l l i n g t o - m o r r o w . D r . 
F e n w i c k ?" 

" I w i l l not f a i l y o u . " 
" I d o n ' t k n o w h o w i t is ," he .said, " b u t 

t h o u g h we are s trangers I have a pro
p h e t i c i n s t i n c t t h a t y o u can h e l p m e . " 

" I w i l l d o m y best, M r . V i n c e n t . " 



C o n g r a t u l a t i n g mysel f o n m y n e w a n d 
p r o m i s i n g pat ient , I made n i y w a y i n t o 
t l i c l o b b y . T h e r e present ly I m e t M r s . 
W y m a n and C o u n t Penel l i . I l earned 
later that she had purchased t w o cheap 
seats and i n v i t e d the C o u n t t o accom
pany her. T h e y had n o t d i s t i n g u i s h e d 
mc in the audience, I was so far a w a y 
f r o m t h e m . 

" D r . F e n w i c k !" exc la imed M r s . W y 
man, i l l surprise. " I t h o u g h t y o u said 
y o u were not c o m i n g . " 

" I changed m y m i n d , " I answered, 
s m i l i n g . " O f course, y o u enjoyed the 
concert ?" 

" D i d I n o t ? B u t where w e r e y o u sit
t i n g ?" 

" I n the o r c h e s t r a . " 
" W h a t ! A m o n g the m i l l i o n a i r e s ?" 
" I d o n ' t k n o w if they were m i l l i o n a i r e s . 

I was ashamed of m y appearance. A l l 
wore dress suits except mysel f and the 
ladies." 

" I t seems t o me, d o c t o r , y o u were 
extravagant . " 

" I t does seem so." 
I d i d not propose t o e n l i g h t e n M r s . 

W y m a n as to the small expense I was at 
for a t icket . I c o u l d see w i t h secret 
amusenicnt t h a t her respect for me was 
increased by m y supposed l i b e r a l o u t l a y . 
I n th is respect I showed t o advantage 
beside her escort w h o had avai led himsel f 
of a t i c k e t purchased by her. She had 
represented t h a t the t ickets were sent her 
by the management. 

" T h e C o u n t had an advantage o v e r 
us," said the w i d o w . " H e c o u l d under
stand the language." 

S t , S i g n o r a , " said t l i e C o u n t , w i t h a 
smile. 

" I t wasn't the w o r d s I cared f o r , " said 
I . " I should enjoy P a t t i i f she sang i n 
A r a b i c . " 

" W e l l , perhaps so. W e r e y o u ever i n 
I t a l y , d o c t o r ? " 

" N o , the o n l y f o r e i g n c o u n t r y I ever 
v is i ted was N e w Jersey ." 

" Is N e w Jersey t h e n a f o r e i g n 
c o u n t r y ? " asked the C o u n t , puzzled. 

" I t is o n l y a j o k e , C o u n t , " said the 
w i d o w . 

" A n d a poor one, 1 a d m i t . " 
" T h e C o u n t had been t e l l i n g mc of his 

ancestral home, of the vine-clad h i l l s , and 
the o l ive trees, and the orange groves . 
O h , I am w i l d t o v i s i t t h a t c h a r m i n g 
I t a l y . " 

" Perhaps y o u m a y do so some day , 
m y dear M r s . W y m a n , " said the C o u n t , i n 
a soft tone. 

T h e w i d o w cast d o w n her eyes. 
" I t w o u l d be t o o l o v e l y , " she said. 
W h e n we reached the boarding-house, 

the Count asked, " M a y I come u p t o 
y o u r r o o m . D r . F e n w i c k ? " 

" C e r t a i n l y . I shall be g l a d t o have 
y o u d o so." M y r o o m was a s m a l l one. 
I s h o u l d have had t o pay a h i g h e r p r i c e 
for a l a r g e r one. H o w e v e r , I g a v e the 
C o u n t m y o n l y c h a i r , a n d sat o n the bed. 

" I s i t p e r m i t t e d ?" he asked, as he 
l i g h t e d a c i g a r e t t e . 

" O h , yes," I r e p l i e d , b u t I o n l y said so 
o u t of politeness. I t was d e c i d e d l y dis
agreeable t o have any one smoke i n m y 
chamber i n the e v e n i n g . I c o u l d , h o w 
ever, open the w i n d o w a f t e r w a r d s a n d 
g i v e i t an a i r i n g . 

" M r s . W y m a n is a v e r y fine w o m a n , " 
said the C o u n t , after a pause. 

" V e r } - , " I responded, b r i e f l y . 
" A n d she is r i c h , is she not ?" he asked, 

i n some a n x i e t y . 
" S i t s the w i n d i n t h a t q u a r t e r ? " I 

t h o u g h t . " W e l l , I w o n ' t s tand i n t h e 
w a y . " 

" She seems i n d e p e n d e n t . " 
" A h ! y o u m e a n — " 
" T h a t she has e n o u g h t o l i v e u p o n . 

She never seemed t o have any m o n e y 
troubles , I suppose i t is the same w i t h 
y o u , y o u no d o u b t d r a w a revenue f r o m 
y o u r estates i n I t a l y ?" 

" N o , no, y o u make a m i s t a k e . T h e y 
b e l o n g t o m y father, a n d he is displease 
w i t h me. H e w i l l send me no m o n e y . " 

" A r e y o u the oldest son ?" 
"S/, s i g n o r ! " b u t he answered hesitat

i n g l y . 
" T h e n y o u w i l l be a l l r i g h t some 

d a y . " 
" T r u e , d o c t o r , some day , b u t j u s t n o w 

l a m w h a t y o u cal l s h o r t . Y o u c o u l d d o 
me a great f a v o r . " 

" W h a t is i t ? " 
" I f y o u c o u l d lend me fifty d o l l a r ? " 
" M y dear C o u n t , i t w o u l d be q u i t e 

impossible . D o y o u t h i n k 1 am r i c h ?" 
" Y o u pay five—six d o l l a r for y o u r 

t i c k e t t o hear P a t t i . " 
" I t was i m p r u d e n t , b u t I wished t o 

hear h e r ; n o w 1 must be c a r e f u l . " 
" I w o u l d pay y o u w h e n I get m y next 

r e m i t t a n c e f r o m I t a l ) ' . " 
" I t w i l l not be possible," I answered, 

f i r m l y . " H a v e y o u asked P r o f . Poppen
d o r f ? " 

" N o I 'Has he g o t money ?" 
" I t h i n k he has m o r e than I . " 
" I have a special use for t h e m o n e y , " 

said t h e C o u n t , b u t I d i d not ask w h a t i t 
was. 

Present ly the C o u n t rose a n d lef t me. 
I t t o o k t w e n t y m i n u t e s t o c lear the r o o m 
of the v i l e smel l of c i g a r e t t e smoke. 

" A f t e r a l l , " t h o u g h t I , " t h e r e is a 
chance for M r s . W y m a n t o become a 
Countess, t h a t is i f lie is a rea l C o u n t . " 
U p o n th is p o i n t I d i d n o t feel c e r t a i n . 

" W e l l , d i d y o u enjoy P a t t i ? " asked 
Miss B l a g d e n at the breakfast table. 

" I m m e n s e l y . W h y d i d y o u n o t g o ?" 

" Because I have v e r y l i t t l e taste 
f o r m u s i c , " answered the Disagreeable 
W o m a n . 

" M r s . W y m a n was t h e r e . " 
" She sings," said Miss B l a g d e n , w i t h a 

s l i g h t smi le . 
" Yes, the C o u n t was w i t h her ." 
" H u m p h I w h e r e d i d t h e y s i t? ' ' 
" I n t h e u p p e r p a r t of t h e house some

w h e r e . I fe l t myse l f o u t of place a m o n g 
the F o u r H u n d r e d . B u t i t b r o u g h t me 
l u c k . " 

" H o w is t h a t ?" 
" I secured a p a t i e n t , a M r . G r e g o r y 

V i n c e n t of M a d i s o n A v e n u e . " 
" W a s G r e g o r y V i n c e n t there ? H o w 

d i d y o u make his acquaintance ?" 
" H e was m y next n e i g h b o r . H e 

seemed t o take a l i k i n g to me, conf ided to 
me t h a t he was a v i c t i m of r h e u m a t i s m , 
a n d 1 am t o assume charge of his case." 

" I a m v e r y g l a d , " said Miss B l a g d e n , 
h e a r t i l y . " D o y o u r best t o cure h i m . " 

" I w i l l . " 
" A n d d o n ' t be a f r a i d t o send h i m i n a 

g o o d b i l l . " 
" I a m sure he w i l l pay me l i b e r a l l y . " 
" I t may be y o u r s t e p p i n g stone t o suc

cess." 
" T h a n k y o u for you-- k i n d interest . " 
" A n d h o w is y o u r o o o r p a t i e n t — A l i c e 

M i l l s ?" 
" Q u i t e w e l l n o w , b u t I w i s h she were 

n o t o b l i g e d t o spend so m a n y hours i n a 
c r o w d e d s tore . " 

" W h e n d o y o u ca l l t h e r e again ?" 
" I m a y c a l l t h i s m o r n i n g . " 
" I w i l l g o w i t h y o u . I have a p lan f o r 

t h e m . " 
M i s s B l a g d e n accompanied me t o the 

p o o r house. She was so k i n d and 
g e n t l e t h a t I d i d not u n d e r s t a n d h o w 
any one c o u l d c a l l her the Disagreeable 
W o m a n . 

I n a few days, thanks t o her, M r s . 
M i l l s was insta l led as housekeeper t o a 
w e a l t h y w i d o w e r i i j F i f t y - s e v e n t h street . 
A l i c e was made governess t o t w o y o u n g 
c h i l d r e n , and F r a n k was p r o v i d e d w i t h a 
h o m e i n r e t u r n f o r some s l i g h t services. 

C H A P T E R X V I I . 

M Y R I C H P A T I E N T . 

W h e n I was a d m i t t e d t o the house of 
G r e g o r y V i n c e n t , I was s u r p r i s e d by i ts 
magnif icence. I t has been said t h a t there 
are few palaces i n E u r o p e t h a t c o m p a r e 
i n c o m f o r t a n d l u x u r y w i t h a first class 
N e w Y o r k mansion. I have never been 
i n a palace, and M r . V i n c e n t ' s house was 
t h e o n l y a r i s t o c r a t i c house w h i c h I had 
h a d an o p p o r t u n i t ) ' t o v i e w . B u t I am 
p r e p a r e d t o indorse the r e m a r k . 

I handed m y c a r d t o the l i v e r i e d 
servant w h o opened the d o o r . 



" D r . F e n w i c k , " lie repeated. " Yes, 
sir ; y o u are e x p e c t e d . " 

H e led me upstairs i n t o an elegant 
l i b r a r y , or s i t t i n g - r o o m and l i b r a r y c o m 
bined. H e r e sat m y acquaintance of t t ic 
evening before, w i t h his foot swathed i n 
bandages and r e s t i n g o n a chair , w h i l e he 
was seated i n a cosy arm-chair . 

" G o o d - m o r n i n g , d o c t o r , " he said. " I 
am g l a d t o see y o u . Y o u see t h a t I am 
i n the grasp of m y o l d enemj-." 

" W e w i l l t r y t o r o u t h i m , " I said, 
cheer fu l ly . 

" T h a t sounds w e l l , and encourages 
me. D o y o u k n o w . D r . F e n w i c k , t h a t 
w i t h o u t any special reason I feel great 
confidence i n y o u . Y o u are a y o u n g 
man, p r o b a b l y not more than half as o l d 
as m y regular phys ic ian , b u t he has not 
been able t o do me any g o o d . " 

" A n d I hope t o be able t o d o so." 
" I suppose y o u have had experience i n 

such cases?" 
" Y e s , I have an o l d aunt w h o had 

suffered u n t o l d t o r t u r e s f r o m r h e u m a t i s m . 
She p u t herself under m y charge, and for 
her sake I made an extensive s t u d y of 
r h e u m a t i c cases and remedies." 

" W e l l ?" he asked, eager ly . 
" I f inal ly c u r e d her. I t is n o w t h r e e 

years since she has had a t w i n g e . " 
" G o o d ! M y i n s t i n c t was c o r r e c t . 

T h a t gives me hopes of success u n d e r 
y o u r charge. D o n ' t be a f r a i d t o lose 
y o u r pat ient by effecting a speedy c u r e . 
I w i l l make y o u a promise . W h e n y o u 
have so tar cured me t h a t I am free f r o m 
r h e u m a t i c pains for three m o n t h s , I w i l l 
hand y o u a check for a thousand d o l l a r s . " 

" A thousand dol lars !" I repeated w i t h 
s p a r k l i n g eyes. " T h a t w i l l indeed be an 
i n d u c e m e n t . " 

" Of course I shal l pay y o u y o u r r e g u l a r 
fees besides." 

I c o u l d h a r d l y c r e d i t m y g o o d f o r t u n e . 
I was l ike one w h o had j u s t rece ived 
inte l l igence t h a t I had d r a w n a l a i g e sum 
in the l o t t e r y . I d e t e r m i n e d t o w i n t h e 
promised check if there was any chance. 

I began t o quest ion M r . V i n c e n t as t o 
l i s t r o u b l e . I f o u n d that i t was a case of 
rheumatic g o u t . A d i f f i c u l t case, b u t 
v e r y s i m i l a r t o that of m y aunt . I 
resolved t o t r y the same t r e a t m e n t w i t h 
h i m . 

I wished t o ask some questions, b u t he 
forestal led t h e m . 

" I have no w i f e , " he said. " I was lef t 
a w i d o w e r many years ago. M y niece 
and myself const i tute o u r w h o l e f a m i l y . " 

" D o n ' t y o u feel l o n e l y at t i m e s ? " I 
asked. 

" Yes. M y niece has her f r iends , su i ted 
t o one of her age, but l i t t l e c o m p a n y f o r 
me. I f I had a nephew n o w — l i k e y o u r 
s e l f — i t w o u l d cheer me up and g i v e me 
a new interest i n l i f e . " 

" 1 w i s h y o u were m y u n c l e , " I said t o 
myself . 

" I a m an o l d man, b u t I have g r e a t 
interest i n y o u n g c o m p a n y . I t h i n k i t 
was t h a t t h a t d r e w me t o w a r d y o u a t 
Patt i 's concert . W h e n I learned t h a t y o u 
were a phys ic ian I saw t h a t I c o u l d make 
i t w o r t h y o u r w h i l e t o c a l l on an o l d m a n . 
I hope y o u are n o t a v e r y busy m a n . " 

" N o t y e t , " I a n s w e r e d , g u a r d e d l y . " I 
f e l t t h a t i t w o u l d be unwise t o let h i m 
k n o w h o w far f r o m a busy m a n I v/as." 

" T h e n y o u w i l l be able t o ca l l u p o n 
me e v e r y d.ay." 

" I w i l l d o so g l a d l y , b u t i t w i l l n o t be 
n e c e s s a r y — f r o m a m e d i c a l p o i n t of 
v i e w . " 

" N o m a t t e r ! I shal l be g l a d to hr.ve 
y o u come, a n d of course I pay f o r yf,-:-
t i m e . I t w i l l be an advantage, no d c u b t , 
t o have y o u r p a t i e n t u n d e r c o n - t a n t 
o b s e r v a t i o n . " 

" T h a t is t r u e . " 
" N o w I w o n ' t p u t y o u t o the t r o i i l i L -

of k e e p i n g an account of y o u r v is i ts . I 
w i l l agree t o pay y o u t w e n t y - f i v e d o l l a r s 
a week i f t h a t w i l l be sat is factory ." 

T w e n t y - f i v e d o l l a r s a week ! W h y I 
scarcely made t h a t sum in fees i n a 
m o n t h . 

" I t is m o r e than I s h o u l d t h i n k of 
c h a r g i n g , " I said, f r a n k l y . 

" T h e n i t is sat is factory. Y o u r m o n e y 
w i l l be p a i d y o u a t t h e e n d of every 
week." 

W h e n 1 le f t t h e house I fe l t as i f I had 
s u d d e n l y come i n t o a f o r t u n e . N o w I 
c o u l d see m y w a y clear. T h e l i t t l e stock 
of m o n e y w h i c h s t i l l r e m a i n e d t o me 
w o u l d suffer no f u r t h e r d i m i n u t i o n . O n 
t h e c o n t r a r y , I should be able t o a d d 
t o i t . 

I t is said t h a t there comes t o e v e r y man 
once i n his l i fe a chance t o succeed. A p 
p a r e n t l y mine had come t o me, a n d this 
chance had come t o me t h r o u g h the 
Disagreeable W o m a n . 

C H A P T E R X V I I I . 

THE PROFESSOR'S BOOK. 

F o r some weeks m a t t e r s w e n t on 
q u i e t l y a t ' o u r boarding-house. P r o f . 
P o p p e n d o r f , i n spite of t h e f a i l u r e of his 
m a t r i m o n i a l schemes, ate, s m o k e d , a n d 
d r a n k as t r a n q u i l l y as ever. R u t h was 
g r a t e f u l t o h i m t h a t he h a d accepted her 
refusal as final, a n d d i s t u r b e d her no 
m o r e . T h e y s t i l l sat near each o t h e r at 
t h e table, b u t t h e r e was never a n y t h i n g 
i n his manner t o i n d i c a t e t h a t there had 
been any r o m a n t i c passages b e t w e e n 
t h e m . 

T h e Disagreeable W o m a n r e m a i n e d 
as g r e a t a m y s t e r y as ever. S o m e t i m e s 
she was absent f o r t h r e e o r f o u r days 

t o g e t h e r . T h e n she w o u l d suddenly 
reappear. N o one ever asked where she 
h a d been. I t w o u l d have taken rare 
courage t o d o t h a t . N o r d i d she ever 
v o l u n t e e r any explanat ion. 

W h e t h e r she possessed large means o r 
n o t no one c o u l d conjecture . She always 
p a i d her b o a r d b i l l , and w i t h u n f a i l i n g 
r e g u l a r i t y , at t h e end of every week. 
H e r dress was a l w a y s p l a i n , b u t often
t imes of cost ly m a t e r i a l . She seldom 
i n d u l g e d i n conversat ion , t h o u g h she was 
a l w a y s ready w i t h an answer when spoken 
to . Perhaps I m a y m e n t i o n as exceptions 
t o her general r u l e of reticence the y o u n g 
w o m a n f r o m Macy 's and myself . Slie 
seemed t o feel m o r e k i n d l y t o w a r d us 
than t o w a r d any of the others. 

T h e r e had been var ious a t tempts to 
find o u t w h e r e si e l i v e d . N o n e had suc
ceeded. One day M r s . W y m a n asked the 
quest ion d i r e c t l y . 

" W h e r e do y o u l i v e , -Miss Blagden, i f 
3'ou w i l l a l l o w me t o ask ?" 

" I w i l l a l l o w y o u t o ask," r e t u r n e d the 
Disagreeable W o m a n , c o o l l y . " D o y o u 
propose t o ca l l on me ?" 

" I f y o u w i l l p e r m i t m c . " 
" I t is h a r d l y necessary. W e meet at 

t h e table e v e r y day. I am a h e r m i t , " she 
added after a pause, " I do n o t care to 
receive v i s i t o r s . " 

" 1 once heard of a h e r m i t w h o l ived i n 
one of the cottages on the rocks near 
C e n t r a l P a r k , " said the w i d o w , r a t h e r 
i m [ i e r t i n e n t l y . 

" 1 d o n ' t l i v e l l i e r e I " said the Dis
agreeable W o m a n , composedly. 

" Of course not . 1 d i d not suppose y o u 
d i d . " 

" T h a n k 3'ou. Y o u an; r i g h t as 
usual . " 

I f Miss B l a g d e n meant t o be sarcastic, 
n o t h i n g in her tone revealed i t . She had 
w a r d c t l off the a t tack dict.-.ted by c u r i -
os i ty . 

W h e t h e r .Miss B l a g d e n was r i c h o r 
not, she was a lways reat ly t o c o n t r i b u t e 
t o any p u b l i c o r p r i v a t e cause. W h e n 
P r o f . P o p p e n d o r f announced t h a t ho was 
a b o u t t o p u b l i s h a book, en larged I r o m 
his l e c t u r e on " T h e M a t e r i a l and T h e 
I m m a t e r i a l . " Miss B l a g d e n subscribed 
f o r t w o copies. 

" O n e is for y o u . D r . F e n w i c k ! " she 
said, i n a l o w tone. 

" T h a n k y o u , .Miss B lagden. Y o u are 
v e r y k i n d . A m I expected to read i t ? " 

" I f y o u can," she responded w i t h a j ^ r i i n 
smile . 

T h e other boarders were asked, b u t 
each had some excuse. 

" I have just b o u g h t a new h a t , " said 
M r s . W y m a n . 

" I no unders tand E n g l i s h , " said the 

C o u n t . 
" D o y o u t h i n k I o u g h t t o subscribe. 



Miss Blagden ?" asked R u t l i . 
" N o , c h i l d . W h > s h o u l d y o u ? Y o u 

have a use for y o u r money. Besides, y o u 
w o u l d not understand i t . I f y o u w i s h , I 
w i l l buy one for y o u ?" 

" N o , t h a n k y o u , M i s s B l a g d e n . I t 
w o u l d be of no use t o me, b u t I t h o u g h t 
the Professor w o u l d t h i n k i t f r i e n d l y . " 

She c o u l d n o t expla in t h a t she w i s h e d 
t o make amends for re fus ing his su i t , f o r 
she had w i t h r a r e del icacy abstained f r o m 
m e n t i o n i n g the learned G e r n L m ' s u n c o u t h 
c o u r t s h i p . Perhaps Miss B i a g d e n , w h o 
was v e r y o b s e r v i n g , p e n e t r a t e d h e r 
m o t i v e , for she said : " T h e r e is some
t h i n g in that . Subscribe, and I w i l l p a y 
for the book." 

Up</n th is R u t h g e n t l y t o l d the Pro
fessor t l i a t slie w o u l d take a copy . 

H e was surpr ised and d e l i g h t e d . 
" B y a l l means Mees R u t h , but perhaps 

I should g i v e y o u one." 
" N o , no. Prof. Poppendorf . I w a n t t o 

show m y interest i n y o u — a n d y o u r 
book." 

" V o u are so g o o d . I w i l l g i v e y o u the 
first c o p y . " 

" T h a n k y o u , " said R u t h , s h y l y . 
" W h a t d o y o u want of t i c o l d fossil's 

b o o k ' " asked .Mrs. W y m a n later, w h e n 
the Prolessor was o u t of h e a r i n g . " I 
suspect t h a t y o u are i n l o v e w i t h t h e 
Professor." 

" N o , y o u d o n ' t suspect t h a t , " said R u t h , 
composedly . 

" A t any r a t e he seems s t r u c k w i t h 
y o u . " 

" I suppose I am e i ther n i a t e r i a l o r 
i m m a t e r i a l , " r e t u r n e d R u t h , l a u g h i n g . 

" Y o u w e n t t o w a l k w i t h h i m one even
i n g . " 

" I am afra id y o u are jealous, M r s . 
W y m a n . " 

"The w i d o w laughed a n d t h e conversa
t i o n ended. 

C H A P T E R X I X . 

A S P E E C H FROM T H E T H R O N E . 

I t was some t i m e since M r s . G r a y 
had made any c o m m u n i c a t i o n t o the 
boarders. 

B u t one e v e n i n g she seemed l a b o r i n g 
under suppressed exc i tement . 

" S o m e t h i n g is up,".said M r . B l a k e , the 
y o u n g r e p o r t e r w h o sat on m y le f t , t h e 
Disagreeable W o m a n b e i n g on m y r i g h t . 

" W e shall have i t after s u p p e r , " I 
answered. 

M r s . G r a y a lways w a i t e d t i l l the last 
boarder had finished his meal . I t was 
one of the u n w r i t t e n laws of the board
ing-house. 

T h e last boarder on th is occasion wr.r. 
Professor Poppendorf . H e was t ! ; : ; 
heartiest eater, a n d we u s u a l l y had t o 
w a i t for h i m . W h e n he had t a k e n t h e 

last s i p o f beer, for i n c o n s i d e r a t i o n o f his 
n a t i o n a l tastes he was a l w a y s s u p p l i e d 
w i t h a schooner of t h a t l i q u i d w h i c h is 
dear t o the T e u t o n i c heart , M r s . G r a y 
opened h e r m o u t h . 

" M y friend.s," she said, " I have a l e t t e r 
to read t o y o u . " 

She opened a p e r f u m e d b i l l e t , adjusted 
h e r spectacles, a n d r e a d . 

" I t is f r o m M r s . W y m a n , " she said, 
" and i t is at h e r request t h a t I read i t . " 

W e h a d a lready n o t i c e d t h a t n e i t h e r 
M r s . W y m a n n o r t h e C o u n t was present . 

M r s . G r a y b e g a n : 

" M Y DEAR MRS. GRAY : — F o r t h r e e 
years I have been an i n m a t e of y o u r 
h a p p y home. I have come t o feel a n 
i n t e r e s t i n i t a n d i n a l l whose acquaint
ance I have made here. I had no t h o u g h t 
of l e a v i n g y o u , b u t c i rcumstances make 
i t necessary. L e t m e say a t once t h a t I 
have consented t o m a r r y C o u n t d i PenelH. 
Y o u w h o are f a m i l i a r w i t h his f ine t r a i t s 
a n d a r i s t o c r a t i c b e a r i n g w i l l h a r d l y be 
s u r p r i s e d t h a t I have been unable t o resist 
his a r d e n t entreat ies . I had i n d e e d i n 
t e n d e d n e v e r t o m a r r y a g a i n , b u t i t was 
because I never expected t o find one v;ho 
c o u l d take the place of m y dear d e p a r t e d 
fiist husband. T h e C o u n t a n d I leave by 
an e a r l y t r a i n f o r P h i l a d e l p h i a w h e r e the 
c e r e m o n y w i l l be p e r f o r m e d . W e m a y 
r e m a i n t h e r e f o r a few days. B e y o n d t h a t 
o u r plans are n o t a r r a n g e d . W e w o u l d 
have h a d a p u b l i c w e d d i n g a n d i n v i t e d 
o u r f r iends, b u t as the C o u n t ' s f a m i l y 
are i n I t a l y a n d cannot be present , wc 
t h o u g h t i t best t o have a s i m p l e p r i v a t e 
c e r e m o n y . W h e n we g o t o I t a l y n e x t 
s u m m e r t h e r e m a y be a n o t h e r c e r e m o n y 
at t h e P c n e l l i Castle in S o u t h e r n I t a l y . 

" I cannot t e l l w h e n I shall r e t u r n t o 
N e w Y o r k . P r o b a b l y I shal l never a g a i n 
be an i n m a t e of y o u r h a p p y h o m e . T h e 
C o u n t and I m a y take a flat u p - t o w n — a 

w h o l e house w o u l d be too l a r g e f o r us. 
B u t I s h a l l — w e shal l c e r t a i n l y c a l l o n o u r 
o l d f r iends , a n d I t r u s t t h a t t h e ties t h a t 
b i n d us t o g e t h e r i n f r i e n d s h i p m a y never 
weaken. 

" I shal l soon be the Countess d i P e n e l l i . 
B u t once m o r e and f o r t h e last t i m e , I 
subscribe m y s e l f 

" Y o u r f a i t h f u l and d e v o t e d 
" LETITIA WYMAN." 

W e l istened t o t h e r e a d i n g o f t h e 
l e t t e r i n s i lent e x c i t e m e n t . T h e n t h e r e 
was a chorus of exc lamat ions . 

" D i d y o u e v e r ? " e jaculated the y o u n g 
w o m a n f r o m Macy 's . 

" I am n o t s u r p r i s e d , " said t h e D i s 
agreeable w o m a n , c a l m l y . " M r s . W y m a n 
has been c o u r t i n g the C o u n t ever since 
he came here ." 

" Y o u mean t h a t he has been p a y i n g 

his a t tent ions t o her ," suggested M r . 
B l a k e , the r e p o r t e r . 

" N o , I mean w h a t I say." 
" She says she h a d no t h o u g h t o f m a r r y 

i n g a g a i n . " 
" M r . B l a k e , y o u are a y o u n g m a n . 

Y o u d o n ' t u n d e r s t a n d w o m e n , a n d par
t i c u l a r l y w i d o w s . P r o b a b l y t h e r e is n o t 
a g e n t l e m a n a t the tab le w h o t n M r s . 
W y m a n h.is n o t t h o u g h t o f as a m a t r i -
m o n i a l subject , y o u r s e l f n o t e x c e p t e d . " 

M r . B l a k e was a v e r y y o u n g m a n , a n d 
he b l u s h e d . 

" She w o u l d n o t have m a r r i e d m e , " 
g r o w l e d the Professor. 

M o s t of us s m i l e d . 
" A r e y o u p ledged t o ce l ibacy . P r o 

fessor ?" asked t h e l a n d l a d y . 
" N o , m a d a m . I f a c e r t a i n y o u n g l a d y 

w o u l d m a r r y me I w o u l d m a r r r y t o 
m o r r o w . " 

R u t h Canby b lushed f u r i o u s l y , a n d was 
i n d i g n a n t w i t h herself f o r d o i n g so, es
p e c i a l l y as i t d r e w a l l glances t o her. 

" L e t us hope y o u m a y be successful i n 
y o u r sui t . Professor,' ' said .Mrs. G r a y . 

" T h a n k y o u , m y dear l a d y ; t i m e w i l l 
s h o w . " 

M i s s B l a g d e n t u r n e d her searching 
g lance u p o n t h e f l a m i n g cheeks of R u t h 
a n d s m i l e d k i n d l y . I f there was any one 
a t t h e tab le w h o m she l i k e d i t was the 
y o u n g w o m a n f r o m Macy 's . 

" I suppose there is no d o u b t about his 
b e i n g a C o u n t , " suggested M r . Blake . 

" I s h o u l d say there was a g o o d deal 
of d o u b t , " answered the Disagreeable 
W o m a n . 

" D o y o u r e a l l y t h i n k so?" 
" I t is m y c o n j e c t u r e . " 
" O h , I t h i n k there is n o d o u b t a b o u t 

i t , " said the l a n d l a d y , w h o p r i d e d herself 
o n h a v i n g had so a r i s t o c r a t i c a boarder . 

" I a m a loser by t h i s m a r r i a g e , " said 
M r s . G r a y . I have t w o r o o m s suddenly 
vacated." 

" A f r i e n d of m i n e w i l l take one of 
t h e m , " said M r . B l a k e , the r e p o r t e r . " H e 
has been w i s h i n g to get i n here for a 
m o n t h . " , , . M ' J 

" I shal l be g l a d t o receive h i m , said 
M r s . G r a y , g r a c i o u s l y . 

T h e o t h e r r o o m was also t a k e n w i t h i n 

a week. 

C H A P T E R X X . 

A STARTLING DISCOVERY. 

U s u a l l y I secured a m o r n i n g paper , 
a n d r a n o v e r t h e contents a t m y office 
w h i l e w a i t i n g f o r pat ients . 

I t was perhaps a week la ter t h a t I 
selected the H e r a l d — I d i d n o t confine 
m y s e l f e x c l u s i v e l y t o one p a p e r — a n d 
casual ly m y eye f e l l u p o n t h e a r r i v a l s a t 
t h e hotels . 



I s tarted i n surprise as I read a m o n g 
the guests at the B r e v o o r t H o u s e the 
name of C o u n t d i Penel l i . 

" W h a t ! " I e x c l a i m e d , " are o u r fr iends 
back again? W h y is not the Countess 
ment ioned ? Perhaps, however , the C o u n t 
has left his wi fe i n P h i U d e l p h i a , a n d 
come on here on business." 

I t chanced t h a t I h a d occasion t o pass 
t h e B r e v o o r t an h o u r later . 

I was p r o m p t e d t o c a l l a n d i n q u i r e f o r 
the C o u n t . 

" Yes, he is i n . W i l l y o u send u p y o u r 
card ?" 

I hast i ly inscr ibed m y name on a c a r d 
and sent i t u p t o his r o o m . 

T h e bell-boy soon r e t u r n e d . 
T h e C o u n t w i l l be g l a d t o see y o u , s i r , " 

he said. " W i l l y o u f o l l o w me ?" 
" H e is g e t t i n g ceremonious , " I re

flected. " . I t h o u g h t he w o u l d come d o w n 
t o sec me." 

I f o l l o w e d the bell-boy t o a r o o m on 
the second floor. 

" D r . F e n w i c k ? " he said, as the d o o r 
was opened. 

I saiv fac ing mc a t a l l , s lender, d a r k -
complex ioned man of about f o r t y - f i v e , a 
perfect s tranger t o me. 

" I wished to see C o u n t d i P e n e l l i , " I 
s tammered, in some confusion. 

" I am the C o u n t , " he answered, 
courteous ly . 

" B u t the C o u n t I k n o w is a y o u n g 
m a n . " 

" T h e r e is no o t h e r C o u n t d i P e n e l l i . " 
" P a r d o n me !" I said, " b u t a y o u n g 

man c a l l i n g himsel f by t h a t name was 
for t w o m o n t h s a fe l low boarder of m i n e . " 

" Descr ibe h i m , i f y o u please," said t h e 
C o u n t , eagerly. 

I d i d so. 
" A h , " said the C o u n t , w h e n I con

c l u d e d , " i t is doubtless m y valet , w h o 
has been masquerading u n d e r m y t i t l e . 
H e ran away f r o m me at the West , near ly 
three months since, c a r r y i n g w i t h h i m 
three h u n d r e d dol lars . I set detectives 
upon his t r a c k , b u t t h e y c o u l d f ind no 
clue. Is the fe l low s t i l l at y o u r b o a r d i n g -
house ?" 

" N o , Count, he eloped a week since 
w i t h a w i d o w , another of o u r boarders . 
I believe t h e y are i n Phi ladelphir . . " 

" T h e n he has deceived t h e p o o r 
w o m a n . H a s she g o t m o n e y ? " 

" A l i t t l e . I d o n ' t t h i n k she has m u c h . " 
" T h a t is w h a t he m a r r i e d h e r for . 

Doubt less he supposed her w e a l t h y . H e 
had p r o b a b l y spent a l l the m o n e y he t o o k 
f r o m me." 

" I hope. C o u n t , for the sake o f his 
wi fe , y o u w i l l n o t have h i m a r r e s t e d . " 

C o u n t d i Penel l i s h r u g g e d his shoul 
ders. 

" I w i l l let h i m g o at y o u r request, 

p o o r d e v i l , " he said. " W h y d i d she 
m a r r y h i m ?" 

" F o r his t i t l e . " 
" T h e n t h e heart is r o t c o n c e r n e d ?" 
" I never d i s c o v e r e d t h a t M r s . W y m a n 

h a d a h e a r t . " 
" P r o b a b l y b o t h w i l l be h e a r t i l y s ick of 

the m a r r i a g e , perhaps are so a l r e a d y . " 
" T h a n k y o u f o r y o u r i n f o r m a t i o n . 

C o u n t . " 
" .^nd I t h a n k y o u f o r y o u r s . G o o d -

m o r n i n g !" 
I said n o t h i n g a t t h e boarding-house o f 

t h e d i s c o v e r y I had m a d e . W h y s h o u l d 
I ? So far as the rest of the boarders 
k n e w M r s . W y m a n was a v e r i t a b l e 
Countess. 

C H A P T E R X X I . 

A F T E R T H R E E MONTHS. 

T h e c u r t a i n falls a n d rises a g a i n a f t e r 
an i n t e r v a l of three m o n t h s . 

T h e r e have been some changes i n o u r 
boarding-house. Prof . P o p p e n d o r f s t i l l 
occupies his accustomed place, a n d so 
does Miss B l a g d e n . T h e y o u n g r e p o r t e r 
s t i l l sits at m y left , and enterta ins me 
w i t h i n t e r e s t i n g gossip and i n f o r m a t i o n 
about p u b l i c affairs and p u b l i c men w i t h 
w h o m he has come i n c o n t a c t . 

B u t the y o u n g w o m a n f r o m M a c y ' s 
has left us. She has r e t u r n e d t o her 
c o u n t r y home a m i is n o w the wife of her 
r u s t i c a d m i r e r , Stej ihen I l i g g i n s . I t h i n k 
she has done wisely . L i f e in t h e g r e a t 
stores is a species of s lavery , and she 
c o u l d save n o t h i n g f r o m her salary. 
W h e n Prof . P o p p e n d o r f h e a r d o f her 
m a r r i a g e , he l o o k e d depressed, b u t I 
n o t i c e d t h a t h is a p p e t i t e was n o t affected. 
A t r u e T e u t o n se ldom a l l o w s a n y t h i n g 
t o i n t e r f e r e w i t h t h a t . 

M r s . G r a y has rece ived t w o o r t h r e e 
notes f r o m the Countess d i Penel l i . T h e y 
t r e a t e d of business mat ters sole ly . 
W h e t h e r she has d iscovered t h a t her 
husband's t i t l e is spur ious I cannot t e l l . 
I hear, h o w e v e r , f r o m a d r u m m e r w h o is 
w i t h us at in terva ls , t h a t she is k e e p i n g a 
boarding-house on S p r i n g G a r d e n street , 
a n d t h a t her t i t l e has been the m a g n e t 
t h a t has d r a w n to her house m a n y per
sons w h o are g l a d i n th is way t o o b t . i i n a 
t i t l e d acquaintance. 

A s for mysel f I am o n the h i g h r o a d t o 
a c o m f o r t a b l e i n c o m e . I was f o r t u n a t e 
e n o u g h t o g i v e m y r i c h p a t i e n t so m u c h 
rel ief that I have received the large 
check he p r o m i s e d mc, and have been 
r e c o m m e n d e d by h i m t o several of his 
f r iends. I have t h o u g h t ser ious ly o f r e . 
m o v i n g t o a m o r e fashionable n e i g h b o r -
I i o o d , b u t have r e f r a i n e d — w i l l i t be 
bel ieved ? — f r o m m y r e l u c t a n c e t o leave 
the Disagreeable W o m a n . I a m b e g i n 

n i n g t o u n d e r s t a n d her b e t t e r . U n d e r a 
b r u s q u e e x t e r i o r she c e r t a i n l y possesses 
a k i n d heart , and c o n s i d e r a t i o n f o r others . 
U p o n e v e r y t h i n g i n the shape of h u m 
b u g o r p r e t e n s i o n she is severe, b u t she 
can a p p r e c i a t e w o r t h and t r u e n o b i l i t y . 
I n m o r e t h a n one instance I have a p p l i e d 
t o h e r i n behalf o f a p o o r pat ient , and 
never i n v a i n . 

Y e t I am as m u c h i n t h e d a r k as ever 
as t o her c i r c u m s t a n c e s a n d residei^ce. 
U p o n these subjects i have ceased, not 
perhaps t o feel, b u t t o show any c u r i o s i t y . 
T h e t i m e was c o m i n g , however , w h e n I 
s h o u l d learn m o r e of her . 

O n e d a y a y o u n g g i r l came to m y 
office. H e r m o t h e r k e p t a modest l o d g 
i n g house on W e s t E l e v e n t h street, and 
she had been m y j j a t i e n t . 

" A n y one s ick a t home, S a r a h ? " I 
asked. 

" N o , d o c t o r , b u t w e have a l o d g e r w h o 
is v e r y l o w w i t h a fever. I t h i n k he is 
v e r y p o o r . I a m a f r a i d he cannot pay a 
d o c t o r , b u t m o t h e r t h o u g h t y o u w o u l d 
be w i l l i n g t o c a l l . " 

" T o be sure,'" I said, c h e e r f u l l y , " I w i l l 
be a t y o u r house i n an h o u r . " 

A n h o u r f o u n d me r i n g i n g a t t h e d o o r 
of M r s . G r a h a m ' s p l a i n l o d g i n g house. 

" I t h o u g h t y o u w o u l d come. D r . Fen
w i c k , " said the g o o d w o m a n , w h o person
a l l y answered t h e b e l l . " Y o u come i n 
g o o d t i m e , f o r p o o r M r . Douglas is v e r y 
s ick ." 

" I w i l l f o l l o w y o u t o his r o o m . " 
H e o c c u p i e d a s m a l l r o o m on the t h i r d 

floor. I t was furnished in p l a i n fashion. 
T h e pat ient , a m a n w h o was a p p a r e n t l y 
n e a r i n g f i f t y , was toss ing restlessly on his 
bed. P o o r l y s i tuated as he was, I c o u l d 
see t h a t i n h e a l t h he must have been a 
man of d i s t i n g u i s h e d b e a r i n g . P o v e r t y 
and he seemed i l l - r t a t e d . 

" M r . D o u g l a s , " said t h e landlady , 
" this is D r . F e n w i c k . I t o o k t h e l i b e r t y 
of c a l l i n g h i m , as y o u are so i l l . " 

T h e sick m a n t u r n e d u p o n me a glance 
f r o m a p a i r of f u l l , b lack eyes. 

" D r . F e n w i c k , " he said, sadly , " I thank 
y o u for c o m i n g , b u t I am almost a pauper, 
and I fear I cannot pay y o u for y o u r 
services. ' ' 

" T h a t m a t t e r s l i t t l e , " 1 r e p l i e d . " Y o u 
need me, t h a t is e n o u g h . L e t me feel 
y o u r p u l s e . " 

1 f o u n d t h a t he was i n a h i g h fever. 
H i s s y m p t o m s w e r e serious. H e looked 
l i k e a m a n w i t h a c o n s t i t u t i o n o r i g i n a l l y 
s t r o n g , b u t i t had been severely t r i e d . " 

" W e l l ?" he asked. 
" Y o u are ser iously i l l . I am not pre

p a r e d j u s t n o w w i t h m y diagnosis, b u t I 
can t e l l b e t t e r i n a day or t w o . " 

" S l i a l l I be l o n g i l l ? " he asked. 
" I t w i l l take t i m e to recover . " 
" S h a l l I r e c o v e r ? " he asked, p o i n t e d l y . 



'• W c w i l l hope for the best." 
" I u n d e r s t a n d . D o n ' t t h i n k I a m 

alarmed. L i f e has few charms f o r mc. 
M y chief t r o u b l e is t h a t I shall be a 
burden t o y o u and M r s . G. 'aham." 

" D o n ' t t h i n k of me, I have a f a i r prac
tise, but I have t i m e f o r y o u . " 

" T h a n k y o u , d o c t o r . Y o u are v e r y 
k i n d . " 

" L e t me p u t d o w n y o u r name," I said, 
t a k i n g d o w n m y tablets. 

" M y name is P h i l i p D o u g l a s . " 
I noted the name, and s h o r t l y lef t h i m . 
I felt that i n his c r i t i c a l c o n d i t i o n he 

o u g h t t o have a nurse, b u t where was t h e 
money t o come f r o m t o p.ay one ? 

" H e is no c o m m o n m a n , " I ref lected. 
" H e has 'oeen r i c h . H i s personal sur
r o u n d i n g s do not f i t h i m . " 

Somehow I had already come t o feel 
an interest i n m y pat ient . T h e r e was 
something in his appearance that set me 
w o n d e r i n g w h a t his past c o u l d have 
been. 

" I t must have been his m i s f o r t u n e , n o t 
his f a u l t , " I decided, for he bore no m a r k s 
of diss ipat ion. 

U n d e r favorable c ircumstances I f e l t 
t h a t I c o u l d p u l l h i m t h r o u g h , b u t w i t h 
o u t careful attendance and generous l i v 
i n g there was great d o u b t . W h a t s h o u l d 
I do? I decided t o speak of his case t o 

*^ie Disagreeable W o m a n . 

^ C H A P T E R X X I I . 

I APPEAL TO THE DISAGREEABLE WOMAN. 

" Miss B l a g d e n , " I said when t h e op
p o r t u n i t y came, " I w a n t t o interest y o u 
i n a pat ient of m i n e — a g e n t l e m a n t o 
w h o m I was called th is m o r n i n g . " 

" Speak free ly , d o c t o r . Is t h e r e any
t h i n g I can d o for h i m ?" 

" M u c h , f o r he requires m u c h . H e is 
l y i n g i n a p o o r lodging-house g r i e v o u s l y 
i l l w i t h a fever. H e has l i t t l e o r n o 
money, y e t he m u s t once have been i n 
affluent circumstances. W i t h o u t a t r a i n e d 
nurse, and the c o m f o r t s t h a t o n l y m o n e y 
can b u y , I fear he w i l l n o t l i v e . " 

" I t is a sad case. I a m w i l l i n g t o co
operate w i t h y o u . W h a t is y o u r pat ient 's 
name ?" 

" P h i l i p D o u g l a s . " 
" P h i l i p D o u g l a s I " she e x c l a i m e d , i n 

ev ident exc i tement . " T e l l me q u i c k l y , 
w h a t is his appearance ?" 

" H e is a large man, of s t r i k i n g appear
ance, w i t h f u l l , d a r k eyes, w h o m u s t i n 
ear l ier days have been s t r i k i n g l y hand
some." 

" A n d he is poor, a n d i l l ? " she said, 
>reathless. 

" V e r y poor and v e r y i l l . " 
H e r breath came q u i c k . She seemed 

deeply ag i ta ted . 

" A n d where is he l i v i n g ? " 
" I n N o . — W e s t E l e v e n t h S t r e e t . " 
" T a k e me t h e r e at once." 
I l o o k e d at her i n amazement . 
" D r . F e n w i c k , " she said, " y o u w o n d e r 

at m y e x c i t e m e n t . I w i l l e x p l a i n i t . T h i s 
man, P h i l i p D o u g l a s , a n d I were once 
engaged t o be m a r r i e d . T h e engage
m e n t was b r o k e n t h r o u g h m y f a u l t a n d 
m y f o l l y . 1 have r e g r e t t e d i t m a n y t imes. 
I have m u c h t o answer for . I fear t h a t I 
w r e c k e d his l i fo , a n d i t m a y be t o o late t o 
atone. B u t I w i l l t r y . L e a d m e t o 
h i m . " 

I b o w e d g r a v e l y , a n d w e set o u t . 
A r r i v e d at the lodging-house I t h o u g h t 

i t p r u d e n t t o g o u p alone. I feared t h a t 
exc i tement m i g h t be bad f o r m y p a t i e n t . 

H e was awake a n d r e s t i n g m o r e c o m 
f o r t a b l y . 

" H o w d o y o u feel ?" I asked. 
" B e t t e r , d o c t o r . T h a n k s t o y o u . " 
" H a v e y o u no re lat ives w h o m y o u 

w o u l d w i s h t o see—or f r i e n d s ? " 
" I have no re la t ives i n N e w Y o r k , " he 

said. 
" O r f r iends?" 
H e paused and l o o k e d t h o u g h t f u l . 
" I d o n ' t k n o w , " he answered, s l o w l y . 

" T i i e r e is o n e — I have n o t seen her for 
m a n y y e a r s — b u t i t is impossible , y e t I 
w o u l d g i v e m y l i fe t o see Jane B l a g d e n . " 

" W h y n o t send for her ?" 
" She w o u l d n o t come. W e were 

fr iends o n c e — v e r y dear f r i e n d s — I l i o p e d 
t o m a r r y her . N o w I a m p o o r a n d 
b r o k e n i n h e a l t h , I m u s t g i v e u p t h e 
t h o u g h t . " 

" C o u l d y o u bear t o see her ? W o u l d 
i t n o t m a k e y o u i l l ?" 

" W h a t d o y o u mean, d o c t o r ?" he 
asked, q u i c k l y . 

" I mean t h a t M i s s B l a g d e n is be low. 
She wishes t o see y o u . " 

" C a n i t be? A r e y o u a m a g i c i a n ? 
H o w c o u l d y o u k n o w of h e r . ' " 

" N e v e r m i n d t h a t . Sha l l I b r i n g her 
u p ?" 

" Yes." 
C H A P T E R X X I I L 

A T L A S T . 

Jane B l a g d e n paused a m o m e n t a t t h e 
entrance t o t h e r o o m , as i f t o g a t h e r 
s t r e n g t h f o r the i n t e r v i e w . I h a d never 
seen her so m o v e d . T h e n she opened 
t h e d o o r a n d e n t e r e d w i t h a f i r m step. 

H e l a y o n t h e bed w i t h his eyes fixed 
e a g e r l y o n t h e d o o r . A s she e n t e r e d he 
t r i e d t o raise his head. 

" Jane !" he e x c l a i m e d , eager ly . 
She placed her h a n d f o r a m o m e n t o n 

her heart , as i f t o s t i l l i ts t h r o b b i n g . 
T h e n she w a l k e d q u i c k l y t o the b e d . 

" P h i l i p ! " she said. 
" A t l a s t ! " he c r i e d , i n a l o w vo ice . 

" C a n y o u f o r g i v e me, P h i l i p , dear 
P h i l i p ?" 

" I f there is a n y t h i n g t o f o r g i v e . " 
" T h e r e i s — m u c h . I a m a f r a i d y o u 

have suffered." 
" I h a v e . " 
' A n d so have I . Since we p a r t e d I 

have been l o n e l y — d e s o l a t e . I l e t m y 
p r i d e a n d m y obst inacy come between 
u s — b u t I have been p u n i s h e d . " 

She had d r a w n a c h a i r t o t h e bed-side, 
and s i t t i n g d o w n t o o k his hand i n hers. 
I t was h o t , fever ish. 

" Y o u are v e r y i l l , I fear ." 
" I shal l be b e t t e r n o w , " he m u r m u r e d . 

" I t is w o r t h m u c h t o have y o u beside 
m e . " 

I l o o k e d at the face of the Disagreeable 
W o m a n . I saw u p o n i t an expression I 
had never seen b e f o r e — a n expression 
th.at made her l o o k ten y e r r s y o u n g e r . 
I c o u l d n o t have bel ieved i n the tender
ness, the h e a r t - w a r m t h w h i c h i t showed. 

« P h i l i p , " she said, " y o u m u s t g e t w e l l 
f o r m y sake." 

" A n d i f I d o ?" he asked, eager ly . 
" I t s h a l l be as y o u w i s h . " 
H e closed his eyes, and a l o o k of 

happiness and c o n t e n t l i g h t e d u p his 
features. B u t soon there was a change. 
I t was e v i d e n t t h a t the e x c i t e m e n t had 
been t o o m u c h f o r h i m . " 

" M i s s B l a g d e n , " I said, " I t h i n k y o u 
m u s t go . O u r p a t i e n t is t o o weak t o 
stand an) ' m o r e e x c i t e m e n t o r a g i t a t i o n . " 

" C a n I n o t stay here as his nurse ?" 
she p leaded. 

" I t w i l l be b e t t e r t o have a t r a i n e d 
n u r s e — o n e w h o w i l l not agi tate h i m . " 

" A s y o u t h i n k best, d o c t o r , " she said, 
m e e k l y , " b u t I w i l l stay i n the house. 
H o w soon can y o u send a nurse ?" 

" W i t h i n an hour . ' ' 
" D o so, and I w i l l stay here t i l l t h e n . 

I f he wakes I w i l l leave the r o o m . " 
W i t h i n an h o u r a t ra ined nurse was 

insta l led i n the s ick chamber . Miss 
B l a g d e n made an a r r a n g e m e n t w i t h M r s . 
G r a h a m t o o c c u p y a r o o m w h i c h h a d 
f o r t u n a t e l y been vacated t h e d a y pre
vious. I t was s m a l l a n d u n c o m f o r t a b l e , 
b u t she cared l i t t l e f o r t h i s . 

C H A P T E R X X I V . 

THE LIGHT OF HOPE. 

T h e n c o m m e n c e d t h e s t r u g g l e w i t h 
disease. P h i l i p D o u g l a s was v e r y i l l . I 
h a d n o t e x a g g e r a t e d the danger . H e 
was unconscious m o s t of the t i m e , b u t i n 
spite o f t h a t he seemed t o have a d i m 
consciousness t h a t t h e r e was some g o o d 
i n s t o r e f o r h i m . 

W h i l e he was unconscious M i s s B l a g 
d e n fe l t at l i b e r t y t o spend a p a r t o f her 
l i m e i n t h e r o o m . She assisted the nurse . 



and w a i t e d p a t i e n t l y f o r the pat ient 's 
amendment. 

F o r three days i t was a m a t t e r o f 
d o u b t whether he w o u l d l i v e o r d ie . I 
gave up a l l o t h e r patients f o r h i m . I had 
become almost as anxious as M i s s B l a g 
den. I w a t c h e d P h i l i p D o u g l a s n a r r o w l y 
t o note any change e i ther for t h e b e t t e r 

or worse. I t was a l o n g a n d w e a r i s o m e 
v i g i l . I was w a i t i n g f o r t h e cr is is . 

A t l e n g t h i t came. H e began t o 
breathe m o r e f r e e l y , t h o u g h s t i l l uncon
scious. I n o t i c e d a change f o r t h e b e t t e r 
i n his pulse. H e r eyes as w e l l as m i n e 
were f ixed u p o n the s ick m a n . F i n a l l y 
her eyes s o u g h t m y face w i t h eager 

q u e s t i o n i n g . 
" I s t h e r e a change ?" she asked. 
" Y e s , he w i l l l i v e . " 
" T h a n k G o d I " she breathed, f e r v e n t l y , 

a n d a l o o k of g r a t e f u l j o y l i g h t e d u p t h e 
face o f t h e Disagreeable W o m a n . 

THE END. 
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OUT FOR BUSINESS. 
C H A P T E R I. 

A G R E A T S U R P R I S E . 

RO B E R T FR O S T , w i t h his books undtr his arm, 
turned into the front yard of a handsome residence 
i n the village of Granville. H e was a boy of six
teen, strongly built , and w i t h a handsome, expres
sive face. 

" I wish mother were at home," he soliloquized. 
" I t seems very lonesome when she is away." 

H e opened the front door and let himself into 
the house. I t was a handsome and spacious hall. 
T w o paintings hung on the walls, and both were 
portraits. One represented a lady, w i t h a pretty, 
but rather weak face. She looked as if she had 
very l i t t le resolution, and migl i t easily be influ
enced by one w i t h stronger w i l l . The other 
picture was that of a man of near forty. I t was 
an attractive face. The strong resemblance which 
i t bore to the boy made it probable that it was his 
fatlier, and such was the case. Robert looked up 
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Ol" the a u t h o r ' s f o r m a t i v e y e a r s . Though 
Mayer was s t u d i o u s by n a t u r e , h i s memo
r i e s o f campus l i f e b e f o r e W o r l d War I I 
show t h a t he - l i k e any A l g e r H e r o -
was n o t above t h e u s u a l r o u g h h o u s e t h a t 
g o e s . a l o n g w i t h g r o w i n g u p . H o r a t i o 
wou ld h a v e b e e n p l e a s e d l 

* * * 
NOTES FROM RALPH 

by R a l p h D. G a r d n e r 

F i r s t o f a l l , c o n g r a t u l a t i o n s t o o u r new 
Newsboy E d i t o r , J ack . B a l e s , who h a s 
t a k e n on a v e r y demand ing a s s i g n m e n t . 
T h o s e o f us who know J a c k s i n c e h e 
j o i n e d HAS and h a v e s e e n how he h a s 
a l w a y s b e e n s o g e n e r o u s i n h e l p i n g o u t , 
know t h a t h e ' l l do a f i n e j o b . J a c k 
f o l l o w s i n t h e t r a d i t i o n o f C a r l T . 
Ha r tmann and C o - f o u n d e r - E d i t o r , F o r r e s t 
C a m p b e l l . A n d , o f c o u r s e , a s t a n d i n g 
o v a t i o n t o C a r l , who h a n d l e d t h e j o b s o 
a d m i r a b l y d u r i n g r e c e n t y e a r s . How
e v e r , I c a n ' t r e a l l y s a y t h a t b y s t a n d 
i n g down a s E d i t o r , C a r l w i l l h a v e a b i t 
more l e i s u r e - i t ' l l j u s t g i v e h i m more 
t i m e f o r h i s m i l l i o n - a n d - o n e o t h e r A l g e r 
S o c i e t y d u t i e s I 

A c o u p l e o f w e e k s ago I wa s i n L o n d o n 
and v i s i t e d w i t h Herb M a y e s . He i n v i t e d 
me t o l u n c h a t h i s W h i t e E l e p h a n t C l u b 
and I h a d a most e n j o y a b l e t i m e . H e r b , 
whose r e t i r e m e n t i s p o s s i b l y t h e most 
a c t i v e one I ' v e e v e r come a c r o s s , now i s 
p u b l i s h e r o f t h e L o n d o n - b a s e d T h e O v e r 
s e a s A m e r i c a n , a n e w s l e t t e r crammed f u l l 
o f v i t a l , i n t e r e s t i n g i n f o r m a t i o n f o r 
e v e r y A m e r i c a n who t r a v e l s a b r o a d . 
IvTiereas most n e w s l e t t e r s a r e o n l y f o u r 
pages and i s s u e d m o n t h l y . T h e O v e r s e a s 
A m e r i c a n ( w h i c h h a s c o r r e s p o n d e n t s 
a r o u n d t h e w o r l d ) h a s e i g h t p a g e s and i s 
i s s u e d t w i c e - m o n t h l y . T h e c u r r e n t 
i s s u e , f o r i n s t a n c e , d e s c r i b e s h o t e l s , 
b u s i n e s s p r a c t i c e s and o p p o r t u n i t i e s 
i n many c o u n t r i e s , s h o p p i n g b a r g a i n s , 
t a x e s , w h e r e t o d i n e o u t , r e n t i n g o r 
b u y i n g homes and a p a r t m e n t s o v e r s e a s , 
e t c . , e t c . 

F i r s t p i e c e o f m a i l I g r a b b e d upon ray 
r e t u r n home w a s , o f c o u r s e , t h e HAS 
n e w s l e t t e r , and I was d e l i g h t e d t o s e e 
the names o f two new members . Bob 

B i c k e l , o f G e n e s e o , New Y o r k , and K a r e n 
S l o a n , a s t u d e n t a t M i d d l e b u r y C o l l e g e 
i n V e r m o n t . I ' v e known B o b , a c o r r e s 
ponden t o f T h e R o c h e s t e r D e m o c r a t , f o r a 
c o u p l e o f y e a r s , d u r i n g w h i c h t i m e I ' v e 
a v i d l y r e a d h i s many news s t o r i e s on 
H o r a t i o A l g e r . Members w i l l l o o k f o r 
w a r d t o m e e t i n g Bob i n p e r s o n a t t h e 
G e n e s e o C o n v e n t i o n n e x t May. 

I h a d t h e o p p o r t u n i t y t o meet K a r e n 
b r i e f l y l a s t w e e k e n d , when I wen t up t o 
M i d d l e b u r y t o v i s i t two o f my s o n s who 
a l s o a r e s t u d e n t s t h e r e . A f t e r t r y i n g 
t o l o c a t e h e r f o r two d a y s , s h e got my 
m e s s a g e and came o u t i n a p o u r i n g r a i n 
t o f i n d me j u s t a s I was l e a v i n g . We 
a l l w e l c o m e Bob a n d K a r e n a n d a l l o t h e r 
new members . 

C o l . L e s P o s t e , who h a s done a s much a s 
A . K . L o r i n g t o s p r e a d t h e good w o r d 
a bou t H o r a t i o , c o n d u c t e d a n o t h e r A l g e r 
c e l e b r a t i o n l a s t J u l y 1 8 t h , c o m p l e t e 
w i t h a g i a n t A l g e r c a k e a n d e v e n an 
empty c h a i r a t t h e t a b l e f o r H o r a t i o , 
h i m s e l f . I t h i n k t h i s H o r a t i o c h a i r i s 
a w o n d e r f u l i n n o v a t i o n t h a t we s h o u l d 
c o n t i n u e a t a l l o u r e v e n t s . T h e n H o r a 
t i o w i l l a l w a y s b e p r e s e n t , i n s p i r i t . 
N e e d l e s s t o s a y , L e s ' e v e n t was w e l l 
c o v e r e d by a l l m e d i a - n e w s p a p e r s , TV 
and r a d i o . 

T h e New Y o r k T i m e s l a s t J u l y 2 6 t h gave a 
w o n d e r f u l r e v i e w t o C a s t Upon t h e B r e a k 
e r s and i t w a s s y n d i c a t e d t o h u n d r e d s o f 
n e w s p a p e r s a l l o v e r t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s , 
C a n a d a and e l s e w h e r e . I t w a s e v e n f e a 
t u r e d i n t h e P a r i s H e r a l d - T r i b u n e . The 
book was r e v i e w e d by W i l l i a m M. F r e e m a n , 
a T i m e s e d i t o r and p r o m i n e n t j o u r n a l i s t . 
My t h a n k s t o a l l HAS menfcers who s e n t 
me c o p i e s o f t h e r e v i e w t h a t a p p e a r e d i n 
n e w s p a p e r s i n t h e i r a r e a s . 

T h i s p a s t summer a new m u s i c a l , " H o r a 
t i o " , opened a t t h e A r e n a S t a g e i n W a s h 
i n g t o n . T h e p l a y and l y r i c s w e r e 
w r i t t e n b y Ron Whyte and t h e m u s i c by 
M e l M a r v i n . I r e a d f i n e comments and 
r e v i e w s i n t h e W a s h i n g t o n n e w s p a p e r s . 
T h e N a t i o n a l O b s e r v e r and t h e r e was an 
i m p r e s s i v e f e a t u r e a r t i c l e i n t h e Sunday 
Drama S e c t i o n o f T h e New Y o r k T i m e s . 

O c t o b e r - N o v e m b e r 



N E W S B O Y 31 

T h i s i s a pla y t h a t should make i t to 
Broadway and other t h e a t e r s throughout 
the country. I was lu c k y enough to get 
a copy of the program, which I c o n s i d e r 
a v a l u a b l e a s s o c i a t i o n a d d i t i o n to any 
Alger c o l l e c t i o n . 

Did any of you see the double page c o l o r 
spread, "Heroes", i n the Septenher i s s u e 
of Playboy? I t shows some f i f t y - e i g h t 
a l l - t i m e heroes, from Teddy R o o s e v e l t , 
C h a r l e s Lindbergh, Joe Dimaggio and 
E v e l K n i e v e l , to John Wayne, E r n e s t 
Hemingway, Tarzan and Superman. Natur
a l l y , Horatio Alger i s a l s o p resent 
(alongside Huckleberry F i n n and Tom 
Mix) , but i n s t e a d of us i n g a p i c t u r e of 
Horatio, they use the i l l u s t r a t i o n of 
P h i l the F i d d l e r ( i n c o r r e c t l y l i s t i n g 
him as "Horatio A l g e r " ) . Too bad t h a t 
they didn't caption the p i c t u r e proper
l y . I t proves t h a t t h e r e s t i l l are 
many - who should know b e t t e r - who 
don't r e a l i z e Horatio was a r e a l person, 
and s t i l l i d e n t i f y him as one of h i s 
own f i c t i o n a l c h a r a c t e r s ! 

* * * 
^ B O O K M A R T 

Offered by Robert E. W a l t e r s , 961 
McClain Road, Colunibus, Ohio 43212. 

J u l i u s and The Store Boy, being two s t o 
r i e s i n one. Hol t , R i n e h a r t , & Winston, 
1967, w i t h dust j a c k e t , very good. $2.50 
S t r i v e and Succeed Dono. G 2.00 

(standard format) 
Tom the Bootblack C h a t t e r . G 2.00 
Tom the Bootblack Hurst 1.00 

(binding good, but some pages are 
crayon marked) 

S i l a s Snobden's 0. B. Double. Mint 5.50 
(with dust j a c k e t ) 

* * * 
The p i c t u r e a t r i g h t shows HAS mentoer 
G i l b e r t Kl Westgard I I of Des P l a i n e s , 
111., r i d i n g h i s high-wheeler b i c y c l e . 
G i l f i r s t rode one at the 1965 HAS Con
vention i n Mendota, 111., and l i k e d Con
vention Host Ken B u t l e r ' s b i k e so much 
he bought one f o r h i m s e l f . The b i c y c l e 
has wheel diameters of 52" and 20" and 
i s capable of speeds of up to 35 m.p.h. 

^ ' P h o t o from Des P l a i n e s and N i l e s - G o l f 
M i l l J o u r n a l , June 27, 1974). 

1974 
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Books of The Times 

Alger Still Hard at Work 
By W I L L I A M M. F R E E M A N 

Horatio Alger J r . 

CAST Vl'OS THE BREAKERS. By Horatio 
Aiger Jr. .̂̂S pages. Doubleday. 56.9.5 

While I t is probably not an i tem for 
the f ront page, i t most certa in ly is news 
that a new Horat io Alger Jr. novel has 
been found. Alger, w h o died in 1899 at 
the age of 67, might reasonably enough 
be assumed to be quite through as an 
author by now, three-quarters of a cen
tury later. Yet, after his death no fewer 

than 11 books ap
peared under the 
name of Horat io 
Alger Jr., w r i t t e n 
by Edward Strate 
meyer, who called 
himself "Alger ' s 
l i terarv executor." 
.sun later, F. Scott 
Fitzgerald wrote 
an Alger - type 
story in The Sat
urday Evening 
Post in 1929 and 
even borrowed an 
Alger t i t l e , " F o r g 
ing Ahead." 

Compl icat ing i t 
al l is the fact that 
Alger used several 
pen names, among 

them A r t h u r H a m i l t o n , Jul ian Starr and 
A r t h u r Lee Putnam, the last of w h i c h was 
used^on the " l a t e s t " novel when i t o r i g i n 
a l ly appeared as a magazine serial . 

The latest volume, undeniably f r o m the 
w e l l - w o r n Alger pen, is "Cast Upon the 
Breakers." published in Argosy magazine 
in M a y through August of 1893. The rea
son for the dodge was that another Alger 
story, " V i c t o r Vane; or. The Young Secre
t a r y , " was appearing under Alger 's name 
in the same magazine at the" same t ime . 

Use o f Pseudonyms 
I t was " l o s t " for m a n y years after the 

serial ization p a r t l y because of the ephem
eral nature of a m o n t h l y magazine and t o 
some extent because there was n o t h i n g 
other than the style to l i n k i t to Alger, 
a l though i t was w e l l k n o w n t h a t A lger 
used many names. Frank A. Munsey, the 
business-minded publisher, encouraged the 
use of the Alger pseudonyms to get as 
much w o r k out o f the w r i t e r as he could. 

Alger, a businessman as we l l as a hack 
wr i ter . -was more than w i l l i n g to cooperate, 
and stepped up his product ion to that o f 
a factory . He d id everyth ing , apparent ly , 
but hire w r i t e r s , as Dumas p6re et f i ls are 
k n o w n to have done. 

As i m p o r t a n t a l i t e r a r y f i n d as the book 
itself is the f oreword by Ralph D. Gardner, 
an advert is ing executive and m i l i t a r y his 
t o r ian w h o owns the wor ld ' s largest co l 
lect ion of Alger novels. 

M r . Gardner, the author of a b iography 
of Alger, discloses that a fami l iar phrase 
used by press agents, " a regular H o r a t i o 
A lger s t o r y , " to describe a cl ient 's rise 
f r o m ragged newsboy to double-r ich t y 
coon, presumably the standard require
ment for a " p e r s o n a l i t y " s tory in a Sunday 
feature section, is a canard, fabr icated, no 
doubt , by a non-Alger reader. 

Fin-de-Sieclc Salary 
In not one of Alger 's more than 100 

novels, w h i c h sold more than 400 m i l l i o n 
copies, d i d a hero become a m i l l i ona i re , 
M r . Gardner notes. 

Alger heroes paid of f a mortgage, 
achieved Shavian-style respectabi l i ty or 
graduated f r o m street salesman of f ive -
cent prize packages to necktie v e n d e r to 
shopkeeper or perhaps t o a post as office 
manager. 

W e e k l y salaries general ly were four or 
f ive dol lars , and when the f inancier 's chi ld 
was saved f r o m d r o w n i n g or a r u n a w a y 
horse, the reward was never a job as vice 
president in charge of the Paris office 
but an increase t o $10 a week, a rather 
good fin-de-si6cle salary. 

N o r is there much in the way of r o 
mance in Alger 's w o r k s . N o t once i n more 
t h a n 100 books is sex permi t ted to rear 
its head, ug ly or not , and on ly once—in 
" S i n k or S w i m " — i s there a kiss. I t is 
tendered t o the hero by a 13-year-old g i r l , 
and he responds, despite embarrassment, 
because he fears i t w o u l d be " i m p o l i t e " 
not t o do so. 

A year or so ago, another Alger novel , 
"Silas Snobden's Office Boy , " made i ts 
f i r s t appearance i n book f o r m . The vo lume, 
the f i r s t book b y Alger since 1910, 11 
years after his death, w e n t i n t o a second 
edit ion and even made a best-seller l i s t . 

The latest vo lume, presumably the last 
t o come f r o m an author l ong gone, is 
standard and de l ight fu l v intage Alger, de
t a i l i n g the explo i ts of one Rodney Ropes. 

I t is f u l l of enough excitement f o r a 
13-week televis ion series, t a k i n g i n a t r a i n 
derai lment , a robbery, a chase, a ship
board sequence, saving the old homestead, 
l i fe in a boarding school—you name i t , 
i t ' s there. 

W i t h 1984 fast approaching, i t ' s a 
pleasure to v i s i t awhi le w i t h an o ld f r i end 
of a pleasanter era. 

^ ) 197A by The New York Times Company, 
permission. 

R e p r i n t e d by 

AN INTERESTING 
ALGER ITEM 

by Dick Seddon 

( E d i t o r ' s Note: I n a 
re c e n t l e t t e r to me, HAS 
member Dick Seddon de
t a i l e d the f i n d i n g of an 
unusual A l g e r volume. 
The f o l l o w i n g a r t i c l e i s 
taken from t h i s l e t t e r ) . 

I was p a s s i n g through 
Newburyport, Massachu
s e t t s and n o t i c e d a new 
bookstore w i t h a s i g n 
p r o c l a i m i n g t h a t the 
owners d e a l t i n "Old and 
Rare Books." With the 
true s p i r i t of an Alger 
c o l l e c t o r I stopped and 
made my I n t e r e s t s known. 
At the mention of Hora
t i o A l g e r I was Informed 
t h a t they had a very 
r a r e and v a l u a b l e item. 
The young man I was 
t a l k i n g to explained tgjg^ 
me t h a t A l g e r was an or 
dalned m i n i s t e r . I t o l d 
him t h a t I knew t h i s . 
He went to h i s f i l e s and 
brought out a n i c e paper 
bound booklet (41 pages) 
e n t i t l e d , "Addresses De
l i v e r e d by Rev. J . P. 
Sheafe J r . and Horatio 
A l g e r at the Semi
c e n t e n n i a l C e l e b r a t i o n 
of the D e d i c a t i o n of the 
F i r s t U n i t a r i a n Church 
of South N a t l c k , Novem
be r 20, 1878." He ex
p l a i n e d t h a t t h i s was 
the only p r i n t e d copy of 
a sermon by Alger and 
was worth $50.00. 

I had the advantage of 
many co n v e r s a t i o n s w i t h 
Max Goldberg of Natlck 
( a t r u e A l g e r h i s t o r 
i a n ) , and a l s o vaguely 
remembered reading I n 
Gardner's Horatio Alger -' 

October-November 



o r , t h e A m e r i c a n He ro E r a o f t h i s o c c a 
s i o n ( s e e page 256 ) and I e n l i g h t e n e d 
t h e book d e a l e r . I t o l d h i m t h a t t h e 
sermon was b y A l g e r ' s f a t h e r and t h a t a s 
a c o l l e c t o r I was n o t a l l t h a t i n t e r 
e s t e d . Howeve r , s i n c e i t d i d h a v e a 
hymn ( a poem) by H o r a t i o J r . , w r i t t e n 
f o r t h e o c c a s i o n (on page 3 8 ) , I s a i d 
t h a t I w o u l d be w i l l i n g t o pay $ 1 0 . 0 0 
and add i t t o my c o l l e c t i o n . 

He demur red a t f i r s t , d o u b t i n g my k n o w l 
e d g e , b u t he a l l o w e d me t o l e a v e my c a r d 
w i t h h i m , and a g r e e d t o s e l l i t t o me 
i f he c o n f i r m e d my f a c t s . I n a few d a y s 
t h e b o o k l e t a r r i v e d i n my m a i l w i t h an 
i n v o i c e f o r $ 1 0 . 0 0 . 

T h i s i n c i d e n t h a r d l y p u t s me i n a c l a s s 
w i t h some o f t h e r e a l A l g e r r e s e a r c h e r s 
i n t h e S o c i e t y , b u t i t made me f e e l 
good t o know t h a t I am a t l a s t b e g i n n i n g 
to l e a r n my way a r o u n d . 

* * 4c 

RANDOM REPORTS FROM ALGERLAND 
by J a c k B a l e s 

I n a r e c e n t l e t t e r t o me, F o r r e s t Camp 
b e l l i n c l u d e d a c l i p p i n g s e n t t o h i m by 
H a l McCuen. T h e n e w s p a p e r a r t i c l e wa s a 
r e v i e w o f t h r e e p l a y s , one o f them b e i n g 
" H o r a t i o " , t h e p l a y R a l p h G a r d n e r w r i t e s 
a bou t on page 30 o f t h i s i s s u e o f N e w s 
b o y . T h e r e v i e w e r , C l i f f o r d A . R i d l e y , 
h a s t h i s t o s a y a bou t " H o r a t i o " : " ' H o r 
a t i o ' , p r e m i e r i n g a t t h e A r e n a S t a g e i n 
W a s h i n g t o n , i s i n i t s own way q u i t e a s 
odd an e n t e r t a i n m e n t - a p u r p o r t e d b i 
o g r aphy o f H o r a t i o A l g e r , J r . , p u r v e y o r 
o f t h e A m e r i c a n Dream t o m i l l i o n s upon 
m i l l i o n s o f i m p r e s s i o n a b l e b o y s . T h e 
b i o g r a p h y , h o w e v e r , i s n o t t r u e ; i t ' s 
b a s e d on a h o a x l i f e by H e r b e r t R . Mayes 
i n w h i c h A l g e r i s d e p i c t e d a s a r e f o r m e d 
b o o z i n g , w o m a n i z i n g w a s t r e l . T h e p o i n t 
a p p e a r s t o b e t h a t j u s t a s A l g e r ' s s t o 
r i e s a r e i m p o r t a n t t o u s n o t b e c a u s e 
t h e y w e r e t r u e , ( w h i c h t h e y w e r e n ' t ) b u t 
b e c a u s e we w a n t e d them t o b e t r u e , s o 
w h a t c o u n t s i n h i s l i f e i s n o t t h e t r u t h 
o f i t , b u t w h a t w e ' d l i k e t h e t r u t h t o 
be - P r o d i g a l Son F i n d s a C a l l i n g and 
so o n . " ( The name o f t h e n e w s p a p e r 
f rom w h i c h t h i s c l i p p i n g i s t a k e n i s 
unknown t o me a t t h i s t i m e ) . 

Ken B u t l e r i n f o r m s me t h a t VJays ide 
P r e s s h a s come i n t o p o s s e s s i o n o f t h r e e 
c o p i e s o f R a l p h G a r d n e r ' s H o r a t i o Alp.ijr 
o r , t h e A m e r i c a n H e r o E r a ( 1 9 6 4 ) , w h i c h 
w i l l be s o l d t o any i n t e r e s t e d p e r s o n s . 
E a c h h a s a d u s t j a c k e t , and t h e p r i c e 
i s $ 1 5 . 0 0 a p i e c e , s u b j e c t t o p r i o r s r . l e . 
W r i t e t o W a y s i d e P r e s s , M e n d o t a , I l l i 
n o i s 6 1 3 4 2 i f y o u w i s h to p u r c h a s e c n e . 

I ' v e r e c e i v e d a c o u p l e o f l e n g t h y l e t 
t e r s f rom HAS member J e r r y F r i e d l a n d i n 
H o n s e y , New Y o r k , and he w r o t e t h a t h e ' s 
managed t o o b t a i n a f i r s t e d i t i o n o f 
W a i t and W i n , a r e a l h a r d - t o - f i n d A l g e r . 
L i k e m y s e l f , J e r r y a l s o c o l l e c t s i l u r s t 
m i n i a t u r e s and h a s f i v e o f t h o s e and 
one C a l d w e l l m i n i a t u r e . 

Roh ima W a l t e r w r o t e to a s k me when t h e 
news m e d i a f i r s t s t a r t e d p u b l i c i z i n g the 
f a c t t h a t H e r b e r t R . M a y e s ' A l g e r : A 
B i o g r a p h y W i t h o u t a H e r o was i n t e n d e d to 
be a h o a x . To my k n o w l e d g e . T i m e Maga 
z i n e p i c k e d up t h e s t o r y b e f o r e AP and 
U P I p r i n t e d p i e c e s c o n c e r n i n g A l g e r . 
T i m e ' s a r t i c l e , " H o l y H o r a t i o 1" a p p e a r e d 
i n t h e J u n e 1 0 , 1974 i s s u e , w i t h a f o l 
low up l e t t e r t o t h e - e d i t o r b e i n g p r i n t 
e d i n t h e J u l y 1 T i m e . Of c o u r s e , A l g e r 
s c h o l a r s h a v e known t h e t r u t h f o r many 
y e a r s , w i t h M a l c o l m C o w l e y p r o b a b l y 
b e i n g t h e f i r s t t o doubt t h e b o o k ' s 
a u t h e n t i c i t y , w h i c h h e d i d on page 319 
o f t h e S e p t e m b e r 1 0 , 1945 i s s u e o f ' lew 
R e p u b l i c . 

As t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s w i l l s o o n be c e l e 
b r a t i n g i t s b i c e n t e n n i a l , numerous books 
a r e b e i n g r e l e a s e d w h i c h s t r i v e t o t e l l 
A m e r i c a ' s c o m p l e t e h i s t o r y . I ' v e b e e n 
w o n d e r i n g how many o f t h e s e m e n t i o n 
A l g e r , and h a v e j u s t d i s c o v e r e d t h r o u g h 
my b r o t h e r , D i c k B a l e s , a h i s t o r y 
t e a c h e r , t h a t one o f t h e b e s t o f t h e s e 
h i s t o r i e s h a s a two page summary on H o r 
a t i o . T h e two vo lume 200 H u n d r e d Y e a r s 
A B i c e n t e n n i a l I l l u s t r a t e d H i s t o r y o f 
t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s , p u b l i s h e d i n 1973 by 
U . S . News and W o r l d R e p o r t , h a s i t s 
s h o r t p i e c e a l o n g s i d e b o t h a p h o t o g r a p h 
o f s i x n e w s b o y s a n d t h e c o v e r o f a 
S t r e e t & S m i t h e d i t i o n o f A New Y o r k 
B o y . T h i s A l g e r c o v e r a l s o a p p e a r s i n 
t h e v o l u m e s ' p r o m o t i o n a r y a d s . 
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G a r y S c h a r n h o r s t , a s t u d e n t a t P u r d u e 
U n i v e r s i t y , h a s r e c e n t l y s e n t me a n 
a r t i c l e f o r p u b l i c a t i o n i n a f u t u r e 
i s s u e o f Newsboy . T h i s v e r y e x c e l l e n t 
p i e c e d e a l s w i t h " s i g n i f i c a n t h i s t o r i 
c a l a l l u s i o n s i n A l g e r t h a t o f f e r i n 
s i g h t i n t o t h e a u t h o r ' s a t t i t u d e t o w a r d s 
e c o n o m i c e v e n t s o f h i s p e r i o d . " ( Q u o t e 
f rom a r t i c l e ) . I f ound t h i s t o b e 
h i g h l y i n t e r e s t i n g and i t w i l l b e 
p u b l i s h e d s o o n . 

G i l b e r t K. W e s t g a r d I I a n n o u n c e s t h a t a 
copy o f Hugo; T h e De fo rmed w a s b u r i e d i n 
a t i m e c a p s u l e i n P a r k R i d g e , I l l i n o i s . 
T h e c a p s u l e commemorates t h e c e n t e n n i a l 
o f P a r k R i d g e ( w h i c h w a s November 11, 
1973) and i t w i l l be opened i n t h e y e a r 
2073. Hugo was s e r i a l i z e d i n t h e P a r k 
R i d g e H e r a l d l a s t y e a r , and t h e m a t e r i a l 
w h i c h was b u r i e d w e r e t h e p a g e s f r o m t h e 
n e w s p a p e r . G i l b e r t a l s o d e s e r v e s c r e d i t 
f o r d e s i g n i n g t h e "Newsboy e n v e l o p e s " i n 
w h i c h e a c h i s s u e i s now s e n t , and i s 
r e s p o n s i b l e f o r t h e c o m p l e t e l a y o u t o f 
T h e D i s a g r e e a b l e Woman w h i c h a p p e a r s i n 
t h i s i s s u e o f Newsboy . Due t o t h e l a r g e 
number o f p a g e s i n v o l v e d , t h e c o s t 
deemed i t n e c e s s a r y t o make t h i s a 
d o u b l e i s s u e . 

And f i n a l l y , I a p o l o g i z e f o r the delay 
i n g e t t i n g the September i s s u e out to 
a l l members of HAS. Unavoidable prob
lems i n " e d i t o r s w i t c h o v e r " accounted 
f o r the l o s t time, but they have s i n c e 
been s o l v e d and from now on each i s s u e 
should be d e l i v e r e d on time. The dead
l i n e f o r a l l m a t e r i a l f o r each i s s u e i s 
the 15th of the preceding month. 

The p i c t u r e below of New York's Great 
B l i z z a r d of 1888 i s from an a d v e r t i s e 
ment f o r Mary B l a c k ' s Old New York i n 
E a r l y Photographs. T h i s book, published 
i n 1973 by Dover P u b l i s h i n g Company, i s 
a c o l l e c t i o n of 191 photographs (each 
w i t h commentary) taken of New York C i t y 
between the y e a r s 1853 and 1901. They 
are a l l from the New York H i s t o r i c a l 
S o c i e t y . 

The Great B l i z z a r d began on Sunday, 
March 11th and ended on the f o l l o w i n g 
Tuesday. Note i n the p i c t u r e the high 
p i l e s of snow and the c o l l a p s e d awning. 
T o t a l damage to New York was $2,650,000. 
For more i n f o r m a t i o n c o n s u l t the f o l l o w 
i n g i s s u e s of Newsboy: March, 1969, p. 
1; October, 1970, p. 7; and November, 
1970, p. 5. 



O R D E R O F E X E R C I S E S 
FOR 

C L A S S D A Y , 

AT 

I I A H V A R D C O L L E G E , 

F R I D A Y , J U N E 2 5 , 

1 8 5 2 . 

I. M U S I C . 

I I . P R A Y E R . B Y THE R E V . JAMES WALKER, D. D. 

I I I . O R A T I O N . B Y JAMES BRADLEY THAYER, NORTHAMPTON. 

I V . M U S I C . 

V . P O E M . B Y WILLIAM CROSS WILLIAMSON, BELFAST, ME. 

V I . O D E . B Y HORATIO ALGER, MARLBOROUGH. 

" F a i r H a r v a r d . " 

1 ' A I R I I A K V A R D ! the ties that have bound us so l o n g 

I n c h i l d l i k e uffection to thee, 

A r u severed at last, and as p i l g r i m s we stand 

O n the shore o f L i f e ' s peri lous sea ! 

Y e t ere we e m b a r k on its doubt fu l e.xpanse, 

A blessing f r o m H e a v e n we i m p l o r e 

F o r t h y m o t h e r l y care w h i c h has guided o u r stops 

I n the paths that s l ial l k n o w us no m o r e . 

A s we t u r n our last gaze on the t ime-honored courts 

T h a t have echoed our footsteps for years , 

T h a t have witnessed f u l l m a n y a scene i n the Past 

W h i c h fond I 'ccoUection endears, 

A shadow o f sadness wo cani iut dispel 

O'er tl ie prospect w i l l s i l e n t l y steal, 

A n d the sigh and the tear w h i c h u n b i d d e n es

cape 

T h e heart 's deep emot ions revea l . 

Once m o r e , A l m a M a t e r , o u r voices u n i t e . 

H a n d i n h a n d as w c c i r c l e t h y s h r i n e . 

A n d the song o f our f a r e w e l l we m o u r n f u l l y breathe 

T o the f r iends a n d the j o y s o f L a n g Syne . 

T o these scenes o f past pleasure w c n e ' e r m a y r e t u r n . 

B u t , t h o u g h g u i d e d b y D e s t i n y far . 

O u r hearts shal l be g laddened, our p a t h w a y be cheered , 

B y the pale l i g h t o f M e m o r y ' s star. 

O, soft be the s u n l i g h t that w a r m s this fa i r scene, 

W h e n the d r e a m o f our y o u t h shall have flown, 

W h e n the c o u n s e l l i n g voice and the a r m that sustained 

S h a l l have le f t us to s truggle alone. 

M a y the w r e a t h o f fresh flowers w h i c h o u r hands have 

e n t w i n e d 

A n d l o v i n g l y placed on t h y b r o w . 

W h e n the t w i l i g h t o f years d a r k l y shadows o u r l i f e . 

Be as fresh a n d u n f a d i n g as n o w . 



HoUU Bloughton H o l w o r t h y 

T H E Q U A D R A N G L E O F H A R V A R D C O L L E G E 

Th»yer 

During h i s four y e a r s a t Harvard C o l l e g e , H o r a t i o Alger, J r . , 
l i v e d i n three of the above r e s i d e n c e h a l l s . H i s f i r s t y ear 
was spent i n room l 8 of Holworthy, h i s sophomore year i n room 
5 of Stoughton, h i s J u n i o r y e a r i n room 2 9 of H o l l i s , and for 
h i s s e n i o r y e a r he re t u r n e d to Holworthy H a l l , room number 7 . 


