
1832 - 1899

TIE lOBI 10 I GEl SOCIETY
OFFICIAL PUBLICATION

A magazIne devoted to the study or Horatio Alaer, Jr.,
hIS life, works, and influence on the culture or Americll.

VOLUME XXXV MARCH-APRIL 1997 NUMBER 2

1997 ~./I.S.e~ e¢dau
-- See Page 5

..... _,,,,, .. _ P"',.. J-', ~
...................... y.., ~oM __._

THE PL TFOR

CHOOL'* 01 L E.

0. AU8ue\A Ch n ;y

...........,
HENRY J. WEHMAN,

HEW YOflK ... CHICACO

A new Alger title!

Welcome to our home page

-- See Page 3

-- See Pages 6-7

Horatio Alger and the American Union - Part V -- See Page 9



Page 2 NEWSBOY March-April 1997

HORATIO ALGER SOCIETY

President's co{umn To furtller tire pllliosopiry ofHoratIO Alger, Jr. and to encourage
tire spirit ofStrive and Sl/cceed 11101 for Iralfa cenlury guided Alger's
l/ndaunled Ireroe - lads wlrose slruggles epItomized tire great
American dream and flamed lIero Ideal in countless milllolls of
young AmericQlls.

(19 7) DIRE TOR
(1997) DIRECTOR
(19 7) DIRECTOR
(19 ) DIRECTOR
(1998) DIRE TOR
(19 8) DIRECTOR
(1999) DIRECTOR
(199 ) DIRECTOR
(1999) DIRECTOR

EMERITU
EMERITUS

PRESIDE T
VICE PRESIDENT

TREA URER (A ling)
EXE UTIVE SE RETARY

OFFICERS

ewsboy, the om ial n will r of the Horalio Alger
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-Horatio Alg r. Jr.. A Comprehen iue Bibliography. by Bob
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-HoratioAlg ror. Th AmericanH roEra. by Ralph D. Gardn r
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-TIle Fictional Republic: Horatio Alg r and American Political

Discourse. by arol k no1T(PF-921).
-Publication Format oj til 5 tories by Horatio Alg r. Jr a

Reprinted by til John C. Winston Co.. by Bob Sawy r (PF-455)
and Jim Thorp (PF-574).

-Horatio Alg r Book PubllSll d by A.L. Burt. by Bradford .
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-Horatio Alger Books Publish d by M.A. Donohue 0 .• by
Bradford S. Cha (PF-412).

-HoratioAlg r Books Publish d by Whitman Publishing Co.. by
Bradford . ha e (PF-412).

-Th Lo t Life ojHoratio Alger. Jr.. by Gary hamhor t With
Jack Bale (PF-258).
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page. 900: per column 10 h (lIn h d ep byapprox. 3 1/210 h wtde).
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books for sale. However. It Is th policy of the Iloratio A1g r Socl ly to
promote th exchange of A1g books and r lated Alger malrnals by
provtdlng pace Cree of charge to our m mbcrs for th sale only of u h
matertal.Scnd u hadsor"LetterstotheEcUtor"to e...boycdltorWllllam
R. Gowen (PF-706) at 23726 . OverhUl Dr.. Lake Zurl h.IL 0047.
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you r ad thi , anoth r convention i ju t wee
away.W waitally ar, and then-ina twinkling-it'

n nti n tim again. I hop t e you all in orth
nwa, .H. on May 15-18.
B n w many f you know that ne of our mo t

h n red m mb r , dir ct r emeritu and pa t pr ident
B b B nn tt, r ntl uff r d a h art attack. Following
trcatm nt at w Y rk H pitall omell Medical C n
t r, B b i h m . PI a drop him and Luciana a note;
I'm rtain th will appr ciat hearing from their many
Parti 'IarFriend .Th addr is B b Benn tt, 14Tr mont

.Y.1O 20.
u an n rag 6-7 f thi i ue, our Horatio

Iger ociety home page n th World Wide W b i
now onlin f r your u.. ike (PF-934) and Janice (PF-

7) orl d. rv our inc re thanks for tting up
our w b It . It i ab olut lye clint, with tr m ndou
p t ntial as w c ntinuc to add to it re ource in th
m nth ah ad.

It cur t m that for man of u , the language of
omput r nd th lnt m t is a trang one. Ev nth ugh

) did thi a f w i u. ba k, I thought I might d vote a
f w minut in thi me ag to e pand on a few term
that u will b h aring a th world of "cyber-Alger"
c ntinu to unf Id:

Internet: w rid-wid interconnection of comput r
y t m. tart d riginallya a way for defen organi

zati n t tay in touch, th lnt m t ha volv d to
in Iud irtuall v ry com r of th earth. Anyon with
a comput r and a ommunications d ice call d a mo
d m an a the lnt m t and ommunicat with
an n I who i quipp d.

Modem: n acronym for ffiQdu1ator-~odulator, a
m d m i u d t onn ct a c mput r t a telephone lin
and p rform the nary translation 0 that electronic
data an b tran mitt d and r c iv d by your comput r.

World Wide Web: r lati ely r cent addition to th
Int met, th World ide Web (or WWW i it is oft n
abbr iat d), i a t of graphical program located in
th mput r whi h mpri th lnt m t. The WWW
ha b orne the mo t p pular part of th Int met. It
all w d niz n f th lnt m tto "publi h" pag of t t

nd raphi whi h pro id v ry rich and valuable
inf rmation urc . An amazing number f individu
al , c mpani and organization have publi hed page
on th WWW, whi hallow oth r u r to "log on" and

(Continued on Page 6)
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The front cover and title page of The Platform School Dialogues, by Horatio Alger and O. Augusta Cheney.

A new Alger title is discovered
By rthur P. Young (PF-941)

Sv ral m nlh ag I wa xamining th I ngthy li t of
H rati Aig r tit! which are r pr nt d in th

n-lin atalog, a r ource which now ha 35
milli n tit! ,wh n I n ount r d a th roughly unfamil
iar titl - The Platform School Dialoglle , by Horatio

19 rand .Augu ta h n y.Myfir tthoughtwa that
Aig r' name might have app ared in on or mor of the
dialo u ,and that m n I ng ago mi takenly cred
it d Aig r with tit! pag tatu a an author.

Th r wa nly on appr ach t r 01 ing th tru
natur of th publi ati n, and that I d to curing the
it m n int rlibrary I n fr m the 01 holding library in
th nati n. Fortunat Iy, the it m wa in the library'
g n ral II lion and wa d Ii r d to my h m library
within 10 day .

R ipt of th b k imm diat ly confirm d it au-
th nticity a a n w Alger titl . It i a pap rback b ok,

publi hed in 1895 by H nry J. W hman of w Y rk, a
De Witt' School Dialogues No. 22. The b k i 94 pag in
length and contain 11 additi nal page of ad rti 
ment . Th r ar no other appar nt Alg r or h ne
tit! li t d in th ad rti m nt . Th b ok ad ntain
title uch as 'Skating and am s on the Ice,"" h mical
Wonder for Hom xhibition," "Pr cott' tandard
Recitation" and "De Witt' American he Annual,"
a wid array of educational and how-to-do-it tit! .

perienced Alger coll ctor will recogniz that
Augu ta h n y wa Horatio Alg r' iter and hi
author of the 1875 A.K. Loring publication, Seeking His
Fortune, a very rare tit! . The Platform chool Dialo, lie.
reprint the fir t i dialogu that are found in th
original eekill Hi Fortulle. The dialogu ar" k
ing His Fortune," "One Week an ditor,""K ping

nt el Boarder ," "Mr. kinflint' Bargain ,"" r.
(Continued all Page 4)
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t£tfitor's note6oo{

B liev it or not, you till have time to ign up for the
1 7 con ntion, which i ju t a couple of weeks away.
In ca you mi plac d it, another copy of the pink
r gi tration f rm i ncIo ed. Hurry and mail it to our
ho t, Angelo Sylve ter, at P.O. Box 53, Tamworth, .H.
03886, b caus h ' in th final planning tage. If you
n d information n the Mt. Wa hington Valley Motor
L dg in rth onway, it' all on Page 5. The fa te t
way to r rve a room i t call the hotel dire tly and
gi e a credit ard number.

Thi c nv ntion promi e to b one of the be t
cv r, in the heart of Horatio Alger' native w

ngland. Thi i an ar a I vi it at lea t once each year
becau m family came from ew England, and it i

n f th mo t b autiful in th country. I wish we
ould h e had ur c n ention in October, during

"I af an," wh n the Mt. Wa hington Valley sc n
ry i it mo t dramatic.

What about bo k-hunting in ew England? Though
n t a fertile an area a it wa 20 or 30 years ago (what
p rt of th country i t day?), it r main one of the b t
r gion in which to hunt down tho e much-needed

lum to add to your collecti n. That' becau e more
b ks w r originally old in the ew York- ew En

land ar a than anyplac I ,which hould mean that
mor c pie arc found in u ed-book tores today.

nf rtunat ly, many out-of-ar a colle t rand deal-
r have been weeping through the orthea t with

m r and more diligen c in rent y ar , cutting th
supply f book dra ti ally. Yet, if you know where to
look, y u can till di cov r a "find."

I r m mber a tory from our la t ew England
n nti n, " talgia in a hua," ho ted by Mary

Jan and Jim Thorp in 19 4.5 veral member nt red
th h P of a n toriou ly na ty dealer, who aid
"H rati Alger? You won't teal any bargain here. I
kn w what th e book are worth!" Whereupon one
Partic'lar Fri nd found a pri tin Hurst miniatur of
Bertha's Christma Vi ion for ju t a f w buck. Th
d al r had talk d a good game but his knowledge of
Alg r wa minimal, 0 a bargain was had that day.

All th w England tat 'used-book eller a 0-

ciation publi h Ire brochur ,which list day and
h ur f a h hop. 0 d hunting!

Thi pa t month ha be n a bu y one for conference
f int r t to us collector. ne of our newe t members,

(Continued on Page 14)

A new Alger title
(Continued from Page 3)

Grundy' Tyranny" and "Aunt Hannah' Val ntine."
Alger, in a lightly rew rded pr fac than found in th
original edition, indicat that only the fir t dialogue
belonged to him, and that a far a the remaind rare
concerned, " ... my parthas been really that of an ditor."

Th ix dialogue are print d dir ctly from the origi
nal Loring plate . An in p ction of th pag indicates
the pagination and t xt po ition ar identical in this
reprinting with the original publication. The Platform
School Dialogues, in fact, represent the econd printing
of the Seeking Hi Fortune volume, the first r printing
b ing that i sued by Ward & Drummond ( w York,
1882). For the ake of bibliographic completene ,it
hould be noted that the fir t printing of Seeking Hi

Fortune dialogu by Alg r appeared in Student and
Schoolmate, MarchiApril 1866.

More re earch i warrant d about the circum tance
of publication, but we can ay at thi tim that The
Platform Sc1700l Dialogue i a new Alger titl and may b
properly cIa sified a an abbr via ted reprint edition.
One can p culat that since the fir t ix dialogue w re
reprinted, perhap th remaining 16 dialogue may
have appeared in other Henry J. Wehman publication,
or pos ibly is ued bystill another publish r. R.H. Ru ell,
a ew York publi h rand th opyright own r of thi
titl , might b a cont nder.

Th s dial gue by Alg r and hi iter m to hav
enjoyed a more protract d r ader hip than p rhap fir t
b Ii ved with the i uance of the 1875 original and the
qually rar 1882 reprint.

The discov ry of a n w Alger title wa b th cltmg
and instructive - citing becau e every n w title in an
author' can n i a moment for el bration, and in truc
tive becau e we have learned, nce again, that the canon
i rarely complet and that till an th r h r tof re un
known title and contribution may bout th re awaiting
it Diogen .

Complete copies of the following issues
of Boys' Life: November 1930, February
1931, March 1931

Bart ]. Nyberg (PF-879)
20W450 Rutgers Dr.
Downers Grove, Il 60516
Tel: 1-630-910-0542
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Do and Dare in New Hampshire
By Angelo ylvester (PF-928)

W ar ag rly 10 king forward to ho ting "Do and
Darein wHamp hir "onMay15-18in orthConway.

W h P t mak thi a m morabl exp ri nce in
r capturing th no tal ia of Alg r her . Many of tho
f und in hi no I fl d from a very p or ru tic ew
England to the glitter of old w York town with it
pr mi of f m and fortun only for tho willing to
"0 and Dar ." A id fr m th bri k touri t trad ,
curr ntly n uri h d by w ll-to-do from B ton and

anada, little ha chan d in our part of w England.
Farm till bar ly ur ive on a b low-pov rty 1 v I and

pportuniti for young te n-ager are virtually nil. Th
lur of the ky raper, m gabuc and fabl d illu ion
of the big city ar a r ality that relat to what Alger
young t r f It th Y mu t do to urvive.

v rth I , th natural b auty and implistic way
of life in th pictur qu town that urround our
c n nti n it ar aliv. n can ea ily fanta ize ill in
Alg r' 1 0 "t bacc road" mall t wn and agricul
tural acr ag d v id f crim , TV i I nc and com
puter gam I and find that thing are till pr tty much
the am. Th walth town quir a f und in the
col niall770 ar i ibl today, r pr nting Ie than

ne-half p r nt f th P rty- trick n townfolk. Hop -
fully, you will appr ciate why th few p ople who
r main h r fr m an v r- hrinking population (du to
emigration t gr n r pa tur ) ub i t by adopting
Horati Alg r' th m f hard work, hone ty and
r sp ct f r th ir f Uow n i hb r.

ow, n t th c n nti n it If. Within th fir t f ur
w ks aft r th mailing of regi tration form in th la t
i su f ew boy, m r than thr d z n arly r gi tra
tion ha e com in, and th t. Wa hington Vall y

t r L g rid it 25th room r rvati non pril
15. 11 thing hopefully p int tar cord attendance.

H r ar am la t-minut it ms of information:
• Includ d at no tra co t in Friday' dinner at the

Park id R staurant ar choic of oup r alad, a
cracker & che app tizer plat , unlimited coff e and
tea, plu a fan y d ert.

• Th r will b liv entertainm nt during Friday'
lun h at my h u . Durmg int rmi i n, tape of music
from th 1920 to WWII, plu vintag cia ic rock, will be
play d. I , th pr d fr m th al f any Aig r
boo at my h u Friday aftem on will includ a 15
p rcent mmi ion to th i ty.

• Th r will al 0 b live ntertainment at Friday'

What your $50 convention
registration fee will include:

Entree for Thursday night Italian dinner
• Friday lunch at the Sylvesters' home* Friday night dinner and entertainment
• Saturday night HAS. banquet and entertainment

Sunday morning continental breakfast
• Hospitality room (snack foods, coffee, soft drinks)

Meeting room, for auction, book sale, etc.
• Convention souvenir package

dinner by local mall-town mu ician .
• Hour for the Thursday "welcom dinner" at

Mario' Italian R taurant have b en xpand d to 4: 0
to 9:30 p.m. for the convenience of memb r , wh are
fre to go indi idually or in mall group any tim
during thi time. A noted on the regi tration f rm, th
m al include only the ntr , along with mplim n
tary bread and butter, coff e, tea or oft drin .

• After aturday' banquet at th a t m lop Inn,
ther will b a ho t of live ntertainment available in
nearby re taurant and club . For tho wi hing to ta ,
dancing is welcome without having to pay th Ea t m

lop Inn' u tomary $5 cover charg .
• For tho e taying over Sunday or Monda , the

garden f hi toric Port mouth ar br athtakingl
lovely in mid-May, and in Portland, lob ter abound,
and they're ch ap, too. Ju t m anytime during th
can ention if you want to make ne of th trip and
n d dir cti n r tran portati n.

I will be in Arizona through th end of April and will
r tum to Tamworth, .H. n May 1. My phon number
ther i (603) 323-7193 if you hav any que tion .

In case y u mi placed your pink conv ntion r gi tra
tion form, another copy is enclo ed.

Hotel regi tration information
If you ha en't made your hotel r TVati n, you an

call the Mt. Wa hingt n Valley Motor L dg right awa
at 1-800-634-2383. They will type your re ration di
rectly into th ir comput r. B ur to ha y ur cr dit
card numb r handy. Th p cial r m rat for ur
conv ntion ar : 3 ingl (1 qu n b d, 1-2 P pi); 2
double (two doubl b d , 1-2 P ople); $47 tripl (two
doubl b d , 3 P opl ); $52 quad (two double b d , 4
P opl ). Plea e add perc nt ta .
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Welcome to the H.A.S. home page!
By ike Morley (PF-934)

Th Horati Alg r oci ty web it (a reproduction
f ur coy r pag . at right) ha officially been op n to

th public inc Mar h 23, 1997, when Janie and I
r gi t r d ur UR ( ote: URL stand for "Uniform Re
source Locator," and i all addre for adowment on the web)
with th major intern t arch engin .

ur URL i : HTTP://www.ihot.com/-has/
W in it all H.A.. m mber with intern t acces to

ha a I k; pI a end all ugge tion and comment
t ha @ihot.com, which i the-mail addre a ociated
with th H. . . w bite.

The curr nt cant nt of the web ite are fairly imple:
a ti n ab ut th H rati Alger i ty, alit of th
b k ab ut Alger and hi work that the H.A. . recom-

Presitfent's co{umn
( olltmued from Page 2)

1 am ab ut th m.
Home Page: Thi i a graphical publication tor don

th W rid Wid W b. h m page (or "w b it") i
imilar to an ele tronk v r ion of the co r and content

of rna azine. h m pag contains all th informati n
that th author wi h t nvey to read r .

E-mail: Ie tronic mail, or E-mail, i a mod m r-
sion f lett r writing. B for ace to lectronic net-
works u h a the Int rn t, writt n communication
w r ac ompli h d by typing or writing word on a
pi of pap r. Th pap r wa th n put into a tamped,
addre d n el p and mail d, d liv r d to it de ig
nati n b the p t offic . Thi tim -honored proce ,
still in u t day, tak anywher from one to 10 day by
fir t- la po tage, d p nding upon di tanc the lett r i
t g . Th t I raph wa an early m thod of el tronic
mail tran mi ion, but the printed tel gram till had to
b hand-d Ii r d to it final d tination.

E-mail i imilar c pt that no paper or n elop
ar r qur d. Th I tt r i t P d and tor del ctronically
in id th omput r. Wh n you ar r ady to nd it, you

nn t t an Ie tr nic n twork ( uch as th Int rn t)
and nd it ia am d m to your friend' computer. Your
fri nd r i e it wh n he or h log on and calls up th
I tter on the omput r ere n. The whole proce may
tak ani a f w nd .

Browser: Thi i th oftware program mounted on
our mputer u d to a and obtain information

from th W rid Wid Web. The two rna t popular

mends to the public, an on-lin bibliography, and a
ection till under can tru tion that d crib th life

and work of Alger through pictur of Alger, th place
he li d, and coy r of hi boo and du t jacket. There
ar al a links to the Horatio Alg r A ociation home
page, to Bill Roach' fin Alg r R ourc h me page,
and to many other page on the w b that have Alger
relat d information. By th tim of th c nv ntion, we
al 0 plan to have an additional ection that will offer
elect d articl from ew boy.

W plan to have a pr entation about the w bite at
th can ention. Pr ident John adick is bringing hi
laptop comput r which will allow us to our h me
pag Ii e and in p r on. Janie and I will b happy to
an wer any que tion you might have.

brow er ar etscape avigatorand Micro oft Internet
Explorer.

Internet Service Provider: An Int rn t rvic Pro
vider (ISP) i a company that allow u r to conn t to
th Internet. Beau of th natur f th Int m t, dir ct
conn ction i rather exp nsive, much like placing a long
di tan phon call. ISP all w many u r to conn t
and thu reduce ach individual' a t. Some f the rna t
w ll-kno n ISP are America Online, ompu erve
and pry-net.

Th re are al 0 many I al and r gionalIntemet r
Provid rs that ha com nlin, off ring fa t r 

pan time and very camp titve pric s. xp ct to pay
anywh r b twe n $10 and $25 p r month f r Int rn t
acce from a national or local pro id r.

a what do you n d t join th fun, end E-mail and
log onto the Horatio Alg r oci ty hom pag? c m
puter quipped with a brow r program, am dem, and
an account with an Int rn t S rvice Provid r. If you ar
int r t d in joining the fun, c ntact a fri nd who i
air ady activ and a k for help, or go to y ur local
library, many of which are equipp d with comput r
with Int rn t ace

Ala, you can vi it the comput r ction of any large
b okstor like B rd r , Bam s & obI or rown, and
you will find numer us "hand -on" book n how t u
the Int met and World Wid W b.

Your Partic'lar fri nd,
John adick
P.O. B 495678

arland, TX 75049-5578
E-mail: j.cadick@i e .org
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Welcome to the Horatio Alger Society

Our purpo e: To further the philosophy ofHoratio Alger, Jr. and to encourage the spirit of Strive
and ucceed that for half of a century guided Alger's undaunted heroes - lads whose struggles
epitomized the great American dream and inspired hero ideals in countless millions ofyoung
Americans.

The Horatio Alger ociety (HA ) was founded in 1961 by Forrest Campbell and Kenneth B. Butler
The HAS was incorporated at Mendota, lllinois in 1965 as a non-profit organization.

• Find out more about the Horatio Alger Society
• Books recommended by the Horatio Alger Society
• Bibliography of the works of Horatio Alger, Jr.
· Find out more about Horatio Al er Jr. on the eb
· Alger's books: bindings, illustrations, and dust jackets

Last Update: 03/08/9':'
Web Author: Janice and Michael Morley
'opyright lYY7 by 1he Horatio Alger Society - ALL l<1(jH 1 'lffi J:.J<.VP.,L)
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Horatio Alger Society repository library news
By amuel T. Huang

Rare Book and Special Collections
orthem Illinois University Libraries

A 1 t ha b n taking plac at th H.A.S. Repo itory
r the pa t f w month . W have completed the face

lift and pan ion of ur faciliti . ot only do we have
m r pa to h u the Alger and Stratemeyer collec
ti n, but the natural light we now rec iv really adds a
pial e nc to th area.

I want to p r onally thank Mr. Rob rt Routhier (PF
9) for hi r cent donation of 110 Alger books to the

r p it ry. b half f rthem lllinoi Univer ity, I
wi h t thank B b f r hi g nerou upport.

haY al 0 r c i ed donation f r the Horatio
Ig r i ty Repo it ry Endowment from th follow-

ing indi idual :
ary nn Ditch (PF-861), Milton Ehlert (PF-702),

B erly . Krenek (P -968), James J. Lowe (PF-668),
.R. Royar (PF-300), Jeanette and Robert Routhier

(P - 9), John B. chnell, and Carl E. Wulff (PF-900).
W ha e b n a k d about th procedures for making

d nati n t th nd wm nt. It' ry imp1 . h cks
hould b mad payabl to orthem Illinois Univer ity,

with a n tati n that th y ar int nd d for th Horatio

MEMBERSHIP

New members
D u la Van Kampen (PF-571)

11 W t Litchfi Id R ad
Litchfi Id, MI 49252
(517) 542-3513

ug fir t j in d th H rati Ig r 0 iety in 1979,
at whi h tim h had around 60 Alg r titl in his

II cti n. n th u h h ub qu ntly left th oci-
t , hi colle tion ontinued to grow until h now ha
b ut 250 Ig r . "I th ught it would b fun t catch up
n an chan e and perhap make a find or two of ome

titl that I d n't hay ," h ay. Welcom back!

Change of address

lyd illi (PF-119)
P.. B 1424
W trill, OH 430 6-1424
( ew po t office bo number and ZIP code).

Alger ociety R po itory Endowm nt. PI a mail your
check to:

orthern lIIinoi niver ity Foundation
Lowden Hall
DeKalb, IL 60115

In order for us to r ach our $10,000 goal for th full
establi hment of th Horatio Alg r oci ty ndowm nt
by the year 1999, the r po itory is eeking additional
contributions.

II you decide to give, ch ck with th p r onn 1office
of your mploy rto ifyour company off r a "match
ing gifts" program which, in effect, doubl th donation
to th r po itory. Y ur upport i gr ally appr ciat d.
All donations ar tax-deductible.

Th Stratem y r coli lion t whi h I r f r arli r in
this article is th fir t-edition collection of th lat Arthur
Sherman (PF-910), which w acquir d la t fall. Thi i
one of our most ignificant acquisition in r nt year ,
which ideally complem nt our growing Alg r c II 
tion. The Sherman collection include approximat ly
275 volumes, including fir t dition and variations. W
will hay a more detailed report on thi coil ction in a
future i ue of ewsboy.

Let us know!
Moving? New phone number? If so,
please let us know immediately all
changes in your address. Please note
that the Horatio Alger Society has a
new official address:

Horatio Alger Society
P.O. Box 70361
Richmond, VA 23255

Please send yourchanges to the above
address. They will then be forwarded to
the editor for publication in Newsboy.
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Horatio Alger and the Anterican Union
Part V

by Peter C. Walther (PF-548)
"Th Humpback d ontributor" i an unu uallov

tory which would initially app ar t bill-fat d for our
erstwhile Romeo but nd quit happily for him and his
"Jull t."

Iger ca t hi tale in th natur of a practical joke, a
rather cru I on ,it em to m . Although w can
comfortably pr dict th outc m ,war w pt along by
th author' ngaging tyl and hi way with de cribing
country ne, v n though hi p n doe not carry the
con iction of a Whitti r or a Hawthorn .

The HUIIlpbacked
Contributor

By Carl Cantab

CHAPTER I
Willi m P tt r wa not on of tho who think

I di hay no bu in to cultivat lit ratur .
Althou h h had no p ialliking for th haracter
of a pro~ d blu ,h b How d that th ultivation
of lit rary tal nt, wh n it i not arri d 0 far a to

Iud v rything I ,I nd an additional grac
to th ~ mal h ra t r.

"Wh n I marry." h would fr quently ay, "I hall
not I t a worn n who i good cook and nothing
el ,nor, on th oth r hand, on who ha an
abundan ofb k knowl d ,but i una quainted
with th pra ti al d tail of v ry day li~ . I want
om thing m r th n ith r. My hoi will r ton

on , if I am fortunat nou h to di COy r uch a
p r on, who know how to ombin with th
qualifi tion without ith r ntr nching th 1-
itimat provin of th oth r."

Such wa th r olution whi h Mr. Pott r had
form d, nd u h th rul by which h pro~ d
that h hould b gUid d in th hoice of a wi~ .

As might b exp t d from hi lit rary ta te, h

Edito~ note: Ihi' IS Ihe fiJlh ill our ongoillg eries oj /I,e shari
lone writlen by Horalio Al er, Jr. Jar Ihe Bosloll American
nion in Ihe early 18505. Alger (usually ullder 11/ "Carl Call1ab''

pell lIallle) wrole lIille knowlI slorie Jar tIllS pllbllcalion, oj which
evell hatle beell localed 10 dale. "The Humpbacked COlllribulor,"

published ill Ihe American nion all Dec. 17, 1853, was firsl
reprillied by ew boy ill Ihe is lie oj ovembcr-December 1983.

f P cial inter tar th c ne drawn of an ditor'
offic of a w ekly literary paper. Who know? Mayb
Aig rwa drawinguponhisownexp ri n eandlimning
editor Rob rt Fitt and his American Union op ration.
This fa cinating topic i tr ated mor in d pth in J.T.
Trowbridg' "Martin M rrivale," to which you ar
earn stly r ferr d. However we may regard thi 10
tory by Horatio Alger, w mu t be thankful that it ha

indeed com down to u .
Th e early sk tche certainly how th author in a

whol n w dr ,don't they?

wa a ub rib r to v ral lit rary paper and
magazin . In v ral of th h ob rv d po m of
gr at beauty and implicity, ign d Juli t. Th at
fir t h admir d ca ually, but by and by h b gan to
tak a mor than ordinary int r t in th pa ing
produ lion . and to not with curio ity th gradual
improvem nt in tyl and expr s ion. and th fr r
utt ran of thought which th y manlfi t d. II
b gan n to ~ I a per onal int r t in th un-
known Juli t, and to long for h r a quaintan .
Ev ry w k or month. h glanced ov r th w ll-fill d
olumn ofth paper or magazin ,to ifh ould

di ov r anything over th w ll-known i natur .
Gradually hi longing rip n d into a purpo .
"I mu t thi Juli t," h aid to him If. "I

must b om acquaint d with h r, and if on a -
quaintan h fulfill th exp tation 1 hay
form d of h r, he hall b om Mr. Pott r, if my
p r ua ion an avail anything."

He a ordlngly mad a all at on ofth n w pa
p r offic to which "Juli tOO wa In th habit of

nding ontribution . Th ditor wa at fir t un
willing to r v al h r r al nam , all glng that h
wi h d to r main unknown. Thl only tren th

n d William' d ir to I arn it, for aid h to
himself, "sh I mode t, and that I an exc 11 nt
quality in a woman."

He finally prevail d on th ditor to forward to
Juli t' addr a letter whi h he hould writ . and
I t her d cid whether to notic it or not a h ho .

H w nt home and oon r tum d with th
following I tter. of whi h 1 am glad for th r ad r'
ak that I haY ur d a opy.

DEAR JULIET: - 1would that 1w r able to addr
you by your r al nam , but of that I am till in

(Continued on Page 10)
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th a y t
. W hast n

The Hwnpbacked
Contributor
(Colltil/ued from Pa e 9)
i n ran . Pardon th pr umptlon ofa trang r in
addr ing you thu uncer moniou Iy. I an only
pi d in ext nuatlon that I do not on id r you a
lran r. I hay for month been in th habit of

r ding th b autiful po m which you haY con
tribut d to th p riodi al ofth day; I have Ii It that
in th m I aw th r 0 x ofyour mind and h art, and
I ould not vi w you a a trang r.

I h v a favor to a k - I t m tru t not in valn.
Will you onfid to m your r a] name, and allow m
th pi a ur of apr on J a quaintan . Without
pr in my r qu t furth r, I Ieav it to you to
d id upon it. b gging you to b li v that it i
di t t d by a in r admiration for your tal nt .

Wi th d P t r p t,
William Pott r.

It i high tim that w introdu
unknown "JuH t" to th r ad r' noti
to d in th n xt chapt r.

CHAPTER II
.. an It b po Ibl? I thi
Th fair divinity that ha for month
Po d my waking mom nt ,
Wov n it If into my dr am
And fill d m with it pr s n ?

01 no! it i all a dr am,
Evok d by frUitful fan y." ANON.

Th po tman' kno k wa hard at th door of
Dr. Ri hmond' r id n e in thevillag ofPlainvill ,
itu t d within 50 mil of w York.

" I tt r for Mary, and in a g ntl man' hand,"
. id little Effi , who w nt to th door."Whi h of
our b aux i it from?"

M Ri hm nd ha tily took th I tt r from th
h nd of h r i r. I n d not ay it wa th
id nti I on whi h th r ad r has had th pi a
ure f p ru ing, a Ii w lin above. She blu h d

d ply - did Y u v r noti how mu h a blu h
b om a b autiful girl of ight en. and th n,.

fter mom nt' pau e, with a miling fa hand d
it to h r ( th r.

I I look d 0 r it and at th nd laugh d h art-
ily.

"Wh tar you oing to do about it?" h a k d.
"( hardly know," aid h .
''I'll t 11 you what," aid litU Effi ,who had b en

poring ov r th I tt r, "t 11 him to om , and th n
you can dr your If up lik an old woman, and

how h will b a toni h d."
"I b liev 1 will do omething of th kind," aid

May mi chi v u Iy. "It will b a ood jok ."
"And," continu d Effi , "you will haY to change

your nam th n, for May would n v r do for an old
woman."

"I b Ii v I will all my If B t y," ald May,
laughing.

The next mall arried to Mr. Pott r a I tt r ign d
B t ey Ri hmond, granting the p rmi ion h had
r que ted, and appointing a day wh n he would
b willing to re iv him. She wrot in on lu ion,
"I c rtainly hould not h v grant d you r qu t
had I not di ov r d, or felt from th tone of your
I tt r, an vid n of r fin m nt nd in rity that

p ak to the inn rmo t mind, and not to th
outwardly vi ibl evid n of th p ron."

Wh n th I tt r amv d, William Pott r wa
ov rj0Y d to find hi xp ctation had not b n in
vain. though he rath r tumbl d at th pleb ian
nam Be y. "But of our h I not to blam for
that," h argu d.

H w nt to th tailor' and had a n w uil mad
in anti ipation ofth appoint d day, for thou h not
a valn man, h wa blind to th advantag ofdr
to on who w d irou of making a favorabl fir t
impr s ion.

A w k mu t elap b for th tim amv d. H
wa in a Ii v r of impati nc for it to pa away. At
I ngth it did pa . and h pi c d him If In th ar
having secur dati k t to Plalnvill .

H inquir d at th hot I for th r id nc of Dr.
Richmond. H wa dir ted to a pretty GothiC
ottag with a pi ant yard in front h d d by fruit

tr e b arin abundantly. It wa quit a b autiful
hom , a fit a k t, thou ht h . for u h a jew 1.

He wa u h r d into th parlor. and in a Ii w
minute a Ii mal form mad h r app aran ,But
ala ,for hi anti ipation I The unknown Juli thad
a hump b tw en her hould r ,and h r hair wa of
that olor whi h i th pial av r ion of both

ex - Oaring r d.
When h gained ourag to look at h r fa ,h

found that d pit th. r d hair it w r ally v ry
pr tty. But what fa an ount rbalan two uch
drawback a a hump and r d hair?

Mr. Pott r wa mu h t k n aba k that he mad
hi alutation v ry awkwardly. nd it wa with
gr at difficulty that h pok a Ii w word of aluta
tion and a knowl dgm nt of th kindne whi h
had grant d him thi favor.

"I am v ry mu hind bt d to you for your kind
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p rmi ion to vi it you. and I mu t b g you to
pardon what r of pr umption or boldn you
may hay n in my r qu t."

He ca t hi Y on h floor, that h might b
r li v d from th ight of th hump and r d hair.

It wa a v ry pI a ant and w t voi which
a ur d him in r ply that he wa quite forgiven for
anypr umptionofwhi hh mighthav b nguilty.

William look d up half in doubt wh ther th
voi a tually pro d d him from th hump-ba k d
B t y, but th r wa no oth r in th room.

Soon th onv ration bran h d off upon oth r
topics. chi fly onne t d with lit ratur and book .
on whi h May xpr ed h r elf r adily and with
apparent fulln of information.

An hour p din thi mann r. wh n Mr. Pott r
aro to go.

May pr d him to r main to dinn r. a uring
him that h r par nt would we1com him. H
a pt d th invitation, ti ling a urio ity to
lh r t of th family. and r at d him If.

"You will x u m for a litU whil ." apologiz d
Ma. miling; a w hay but on dom tic, my

rvic will bid for in the kit h n."
When h wa 1 ft to him If. Mr. Pott r b gan to

r fl ct.
"Sh i rtainly a harmin ompanion," h

thought..., full of viva ity and information - but
that odiou hump and u h fi ry r d hair. Still, h
ha a pr tty fa . p ially wh n he mil . Sh
i u h a woman a 1 wi h d for a witi . Th r ar
but two imp dim nt ,but u h imp dim nt I"

At the dfnn r-tabl Mr. Pott r wa introdu d to
lh r maind r of th family, viz: Mr. and Mr .
Ri hmond and litU Em. Th latt r ould hardly
r train h r If from laughing outri ht wh n he
look d at h r i t r' r d wig, and had 0 ca ion to
a k.

"PI a p
v rth 1 th dinn r-party wa a v ry pI a -

ant on . Th do tor wa a man of int llig nc ,and
May hon with unu ual brillian y.

Mr. P tt r. proti in hi int ntion to p nd a
w k in town. wa invit d to all fr quently.

H avail d him If of thi invitation. At ach
vi it h b am more and mor charm d with May.
Gr dually th phy i al di advanta whi h at fir t
truck him 0 di agr bly oft n d down. Th y no

long r m d formidabl at fir t. Th r d hair
h cam oon to r gard a only "rath r a trong
had of uburn," and r d with int r t that in

Gr c it i on id r d a mark of fi mal b auty.
Th fa t wa William Pott r wa fa t falling in

loy .

Th w ek oon xpir d, but it wa not long
b for he mad hi appearan in Plainvill on
mor . He wa again oblig d to p nd a w ek at th
villag hotel, "for the b n fit of hi h alth." h aid.

Th vi it incr as d in frequ ncy till om ix
month had pa d inc th dat of hi fir t
acquaintanc with th unknown contributor.

On v ning h mad a d laration of loy to
May Ri hmond.

Sh look d incr dulou . and inqufr d.
"I it po ible, Mr. Pott r. that you would b

willing to marry a woman with a humpback and r d
hair?"

"I will not rupl to ay." h r pH d, "that th r
wa a time wh n the would have b n imp di
m nts to my loy . But, inc I hay known
hay had such an opportunity of vi wing th ra
and propri ty with whf h you d m an your If on
all occasion - th fulln of information and
harming onv rational pow r whi h you po 
e - that I no longer con id r th m of any w i ht

in he matt r."
"Frankly, th n. a you hay don , I will onti

that I too hay b n pI a d with you, and lh t I
a pt your propo al in th pirit in whi h it i
offi rd."

So ayin . and b for William ould xpr hi
thank. May 1 ft th room, and dir tlyaft rward
return d div ted of th hump and the r d Wig.

Mr. Potter ro in amaz m nt.
"I ." aid May. "you wi h for an explanation.

Know then. that in th fir t pIa . my nam i May.
not B t y. and that my r d hair nd hump wer
not the creation of atur but of a Ie kilful
artifi r. Will you pardon m th d ption?"

"Pardon you. my dart May," wa th r ply of
the d light d lover. a h fold d h r-

But our tory end hr.

Previous installments in this serie

Old Simon, the Miser
(Vol XXXII. o. 6: ov rob r-D c mb r 1 4)

Aunt Dorothy's Visit!
(Vol. XXXIII. o. 2; March-April 1995)

Mrs. Brown Stout!
(Vol. XXXIII. o. 4; July-Augu t 1 5)

Mrs. Smith's Soiree
(Vol. XXXIV, o. 2; Mar h-April. 1996)

opies of the e back i sues are available for 3 each. To
order, write: Horatio Alger ociety, P.O. 80 70361,
Richmond, VA 23255.
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The Library and the Librarian
A election of Article from the Boston

Evening Tran ript and other

Sources

By
Edmund L~.I .. Pur n

The Librarian '3 S~rie3

£d/lttl by
John Col/on Dona and H.llfY W. K.nl

umbt"UIO

P.blnh.d by

In. Elm T,te Pre Wood ock Vtrmonl

1910

At right is an excerpt from "An Amateur's Notions of
Boys' Books" by Edmund Lester Pearson, included
in The Library and the Librarian, above.

Horatio Alger banned, 1910
By George W. May (PF-121)

An arti I , "An mateur' otion of By' B 0 ,"

in a 1910 bo k The Library and the Librariall, by dmund
c t r P ar on, di u ed th tatu of boy' boo

am ng librarie and librarians. Banned, c nored, con
d ron d, pr hibit d, r moved fr m many library helve

r b k b Horati Alger, Jr., Ii er ptic, Mayne
Rid, . . H nty, Harry a tl mon and th r writ r ,
but p rti ularly que tioned wa the xclu ion of Tom
mvyer and Hllckleberry Fillll fr m Librari - real boy

vcr u H nt ' w d n her and Alg r' rep titious
th m . and pI t. ark Twain wa the cyno ur of th
librarian.

ditor' note: For a cOlI/prellell /Ve dl CIIS iOIl of the "boy' books
{IS. the /lbrariall "colltroversy, refer to Johll T. Dizer' om wift
& 0.: 80 s' 80 by Iral m y rand Oth r (McFar/alld,
1982), Willi specific referellce to the chapter titled"Boys' Books alld
the AIIlL'ricall Dream" alld "FortI/ill.' alld the Sylldicate."

AN AMATEUR'S NOTIONS OF BOYS' BOOKS 69

that Mayne Reid', Itatement, about Ihe wild landl that hi,
book. describe have never been found in any imporlant degree
inaccurate.

Do boy, read Jules Verne now) There has been more or
leu talk about hi being supplanted by Mr. H. G. Well. but
I cannot believe that boys would prefer the Engli hman. I used
to think Caplain Nemo the mo t magnificent of my,terious
heroet, Julea Verne had a gallery of wooden characters. but
their adventurI' were pa 'ng fine. I wu very proud of a note
which I once received from him. in reply to one which I
addressed to him in the French 01 Stralford-alle-Bowe, The
bOOb 01 Horatio Alger and his school do not. 1 believe. meet
the approval 01 Ihe modern chadren', librarian. I cannot shed
any tears over his 10... lor only one 01 his wu familiar to me.
I should be sorry to ee Harry Ca tlemon paclted off. however.
and it doe not eem that ihe librariana who bani h Alger and
Optic have a very slrong posilion. There are not many 10
take their places. Mr. Trowbridge is still in favor. as he cer
tainly ,hould be, with his two excellent stori s.-' Cudjo',
Cave' and 'The Three Scouh.'

The chief appeal that is made ror the works of the late Mr.
Henty is that certain things can be got' oul of' them. What I
1I0t out of the few I tried to read was wearine s of Ihe Resh.
With their everlasting prefacea beginning' My Dear Lad, ' and
their 'tereotyped heroe • they covered a period from Ihe dawn
of time down to yesterday afternoon. and they blazed a traa of
earnest mediocrity. Lowell y 01 Cooper', Indians that they
are only Nally Bumppo daubed over with red. Mr. Henly's
heroe are one youth with a variety of co tumea that might make
.he German Emperor enviou .

Th librarian ould not alway b blam d for Alger'
clu i n. Public pinion - th morali t, the pa tor or

Sunday chool teacher, mayhap - rt d pres ur in
many in tance . Alth ugh in uch a th boy ould
not withdraw th ir Alg rand H nty from th library,
th b w r voraciou ly r ad through pur ha , gift,
loan or trade, like the other dim no Is of the ra. Tho
bo ks w r not bann d in my rural s h I of th 1900
1920 era, for I r ad th m th r . It may b that the furor
ent r d in th lar r chool y t m and libr ri f th

nation.
It mu t b admitt d that Alg r, a tJ mon, H nty, et.

al. were in e lip through th 1920 and '30 or long r,
but the dormancy d finit Iy b gan t nd with th
Horatio Alger i ty' inc ption in 1961. J rome Brun r
(Har ard Uni ersity) ha aid that th playwrit r d -
tr yed th r mnants of th Horatio Alg r myth with the

imag of Arthur Mill r' al man. Mayb th y ha in
th economic dor, but Alg r lives on in th heart of u

Id ter and - who kn w ? - he may r turn a a moral
force and ignal a return to the older tho.
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BOOK REVIEWS

::'.",es
oks, and~ope backs

lorry E. SulliYo 0
lydlo Cushman Sch man, PhD
fd I

World War II ar a of inter t; and Da id K. Vaughan,
A i tant 0 an for Re arch and A ociate Prof r f
T chnical ommunication of th Air For In titut f
T chnology at Wright-Patt r on Air Force Sa in hio.

ar Holsing r di u W rid War II a d picted in ri
boo and Vaughan di cu and give e ample fr m
the gold n age of a iation ri b ks (1927-1932).

etting lightly away from main tr am ri b k,
o idre A. J hn on (W t h t r Uni er ity) gi an
illuminating look at the parallel b tw n "John ." and

ntleman Jack" a fund in th ew York Five Cent
Library and how contemporary v nt (th r alii e f
prize fighter John L. ulli an and" ntl man Jim"
Corb tt) h Ip d to influ nce dim n I during th ir
h yday.

Another int r ting ample f und in th bo k i a
dim novel det ctive tory ba d on th famou Lizzi
Bard n murd r trial, in a ca e tudy by Kathl n ham
berlain ( mary & Henry all ge).

Additional major nam s in the fi Id f literary r -
. Paul ar h and library i nce al a contribute mightily to

thi v lume, including: Mad 1 in B. t en, H. Alan
(Continued 0/1 Page 14)

Pioneers. Passionate Ladies and Private Eyes; Dime
ovel. erles Book and Paperback. o-edited by Larry
. ulli an, Ph. D., and Lydia u hman hurman, Ph. D.

I B : 0-7890-0016-4. e York and London, 1997: The
Haworth Pre s, Inc. 306 pages, hardcover. Price, $39.95,
but for a 20 percent di count if ordered no ($3 I.96). To
order, \ rite Ila orth Pre ,Inc., 10 Alice I., Binghamton,

.Y. 13904-1580. FAX: 1-800-895-0582 (include check
or credit card information). all 1-800-429-6784 \! eek
da s between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m. eastern time to place order
and to obtain information on hipping charges.

To order by -mail, include credit card information and
end to: getinfolalhaworth.com
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BOOK REVIEWS
( ontinued from Page 13)

Pi kr H, L ona Ro t nb rg, Jean arwile Mast Her, E.M.
anch z-Saav dra, ancy Tillman Romalov, Ali on
ott, lark Evan and Angela J. Farka .
Drawn fr m th ympo ium of the arne title pon

or d and h t d in June 1995 by the Library of on
gr ,Pioneer, Pa sionate Ladies and Private Eyes: Dime

ovel ,Serie Books and Paperbacks is a "must read" for
r ar h r and fans alik .

A ol/ec/or's Guide /0 Hardcover Boys' Serie Books,
by . hri tian Mattson and Thomas B. Davis. Newark
Delaware, 1997: MAD Book Company' second printing.
$54.9 plus $3.75 hipping and handling. Available from
Mattson Enterprises, . ( d) hristian Mattson, Antiquar
ian Book eller, Four Turtlerock Court, Baltimore MD
21234. Tel.: 1-410-668-4730' FAX: 1-410-882-9137.

Reviewed by Arthur P. Young (PF-941)

An th r edition of A Collector's Guide to Hardcover
Boy , Series Books has arrived, and there is every reason

t£tfitor's note6ooJ(
(Continued from Page 4)

Kar n Plunk tt-PoweJl (PF-982), on April 12 ho ted
"Book -by-the- ea" in ew Jer y. Among the special
gu t w r Harri t tratem yer Adams' daughter,

amilla dams Witman, and Harriet's grand on, Karl
Harr, who ff r d a rar howing of a 25-minute t I vi
ion documentary of the tratemeyer family titled "The
rtf an y Dr w." Karen i preparing a featur

arti Ie n thi f r ew boy. "B oks-by-th -Sea" drew
mor than 150 p r on to a Bright, .J., it wa a
wond rful day for book collectors and cholar.

Th annual j int coru r nce of the Popular Cultur
S5 ciati nlAmeri an ulture As ociation took plac

March 26-29 at th Marriott River enter Hotel in San
ntoni ,T a, with ur traditionally larg contingent
fPc rti 'Iar Fri nd on hand.

Pr cnt r f pap rs who ar al memb r of th
H ratio Alg r Sod ty indud d Eddi LeBlanc, John
T. Diz r, J. Randolph oX,D idr Johnson, Kathleen

hamb dain, R co Mu em che, Henri Ach e, Jarne
K lin, Alan Pickr II and your editor.

I aU nd d raloth r pr ntation in uch diver
ar (. a ports, film and World War II, and found that
our Dime ovel, Pulps and Series Books panel wer
the b . t-attcnd d of the bunch. We all agreed that thi
was nc four mo t ucce ful P AIA A meeting in

to applaud the effort of the primary ditor and con
tributors in making the volume ven more valuable to
the book collector. Mor than 900 chang are incorpo
rated in this new edition, including the identification of
additional s ries and more detail d bibliographic de-
criptions and information about dust jack t .

The Guide i now packed with information on 754
different series, encompa ing 5,032 bo ks, 547 author,
536 artist, 184 publish rand 116 subj ct .

Th format ha chang d from a piral-bound vol
urn to a book print d on high-quality pap r with clear
and readable type and a tough high-glo ,trade paper
back cover which op n and Ii flat, all 578 page .

There i new commentary on Altemu eri book,
a complete listing of Whitman "2300" eri books,
information on non- ries bo ks written by variou
popular erie -book authors, a new li t of "phantom"
titles, and expanded li t of hard-to-find eri books a
identified by s veraI top coll ctor .

Thi econd edition further enhance the Guide, al
ready the tandard for eries book collector and the
entire collecting community.

Good hunting to everyone!

recent y ar . A full report (hop fully, with photo) i
forthcoming in a future is ue, and everal of the presen
tation will wind up a articl s in Newsboy, including
pieces on Alger, Alb rtu T. Dudley and P rcy Kee e
Fitzhugh's P -Wee Harri .

Sp aking of P e-W Harri, ewsboy will be offer
ing a p cial tr at in upcoming' ue, with Ro 0

Mu emeche' delightful P AIA A paper, "Miniatures
on Diminutive Pe -We Harris," f llowed by th b ok
length tory"Pe -W Harris: Warrior Bold." Thi tory
appar ntly wa lat d to be orne the 14th volum in th
Pee-Wee Harris Series at th tim Gro et & Dunlap
di continu d the rie in 1930. Thi tory (with illu tra
tion by Bert alg) will appear ov r everal i u b gin
ning later thi year. As far a w an determin ,thi will
be th fir t time thi tory ha app ared ince it wa
publi h d a a Boys' Life erial 66 year ago.

As you can e on Pag 6-7, ur official Horatio Alger
Soci ty web site is n-line. What we have at the moment
i pretty ba ic, so we plan t expand it r ourc in th
months ahead, including articl s from ew boy, con
vention new and other item of inter t to all H.A. .
member, or w b-surf r who may b come memb r .

In this is ue: Arthur Young r veal a new Alger
title on Pag 3, and the fifth installment in our erie
of the Alger ("Carl Cantab") tori originally appear
ing in th Bo ton American Union i found on Pag 9.

Coming in May-June: ur annual onv ntion i su ,
with torie, auction re ults and a lot mor !
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Triple Play

I~~"'I...~~

Taking another look
at that old ball game
Edito~ note: The following excerpt from £verett T. Tom
lin on' Th P nnant wa. ubmitted by J. Delbert Brandt
(PF-494) III re pOllse to our article titled U trikillg out: The
Stratemeyer Sy"dicate alld boys' •port book, U appearing ill
tile January-February i 'sue of ew boy.

B Everett T. Tomlin on
rack! Th batter hit the ball with a force that sent it

kipping between hort-stop and third ba e, and the runner
wa afe at fir t, with the second afe hit the Benson
pia er had secured. The following batter was gi en his
ba e on ball, and the runner on fir t slowl made his way
to econd. Two on
ba e and n ne out!
Had Dan' hand 10 t
it cunning?" tead
Dan," called Walter,
tri ing to peak encouragingl . The) ung pitcher, how

e er, did not e en glance in the direction of his hort-stop.
ith increa ed deliberation he dre.. back hi arm and sent

it in a I \-~ in-curve.
rack! Dan' heart ank an in tant at the ound and

then he wa aware that the ball a coming wiftly toward
him. He put up his hands almo tin tinctivelyand scarcely
realizing what he wa doing, caught the ball. Instantly
winging about he threw the ball to econd and the player

\- a out. 'Fir t! First! Throw it to first!" shouted Dan
almo t be ide himselfin the e citemenl. "Throw it! Throw
it! 'he elled frantically, going through the motion of
throwing the ball him elf in hi eagerne .

The econd ba eman, at the harp call, wheeled and
ent th ball .. ith all hi might to the first-baseman, who

had ad anced everal feet fr m the ba e and was tanding
with out tretched hand awaiting the com ing ofthe sphere.
The Ben on runner who, at the ound of the bat when it
truck the ball, had heedle sly tarted at full peed for
econd, n w wa franticall endea oring to regain first

base. A the ba eman caught the ball the runner do e head
foremo t, and the t\! 0 came down in a heap about six feet
from the c veted bag.

Dan wa diml aware ofa mighty shout that went up from
the excited spectators, but he instantly ran to the place where
the two player were lying. The Rodman player had been
truck in the pit of the tomach by the head of the Benson

player and wa g ping for breath, hi face being colorless.
"Mark his feet, Dan," called Walter as he himself

The pitcher was tall and wiry and handled him elf well.
The Pennant, Page 265

began to move the arms of the player much after the
manner in which the handle of a pump is manipulated.
There were expressions of anger to be een on the faces of
the people that instantly rushed upon the field, and for a
moment there were signs of seriou trouble. Fortunately
the Rodman first-baseman quickl recovered and aro e,
although he stood for a brief time pale and trembling. With
his recovery the threatening peril of a conflict was a oided
and lowly the assembly began to depart from the field.

"Dan, that was a wonderful catch you made,' aid
Walter quietly a he joined his friend.

"Was it?" laughed Dan, elated by the word of prai e.
"Yes; though the best thing ou did was when ou sent

the ball like a shot to second," said Walter.
at arey wasn't asleep. He got the ball to fir t in

time to catch the runner. at played a good game to-da
at econd."

, That was the first time leer saw a triple pIa .'
, Is it?"
"Yes. It was great."

Fr m The Pennant Philadelphia, 1912: rimth & Rowland Pre..



Page 16 NEWSBOY March-April 1997

A Collector's Guide to Hardcover Boys' Series Books
by E. Christian Mattson and Thomas B. Davis

2nd Printing - Contains Over 900 Changes Since the 1st Printing
AVAILABLE NOW

Cross Indexed by:
Author - Series - Artist - Publisher

Subject Matter (camping, sports, school, mystery, etc.)
Illustration (book and dust jacket formats)

Includes:
History of Boys' Series Books

Lists of Rare Series and Rare Series Books by the Top Collectors
New Research on Altemus Series Books (never published before)

Complete Listing for Whitman "2300" Series Books
Miscellaneous Series Listings - (The Alert Series, Christian Heroes, Famous Leaders, etc.)

Non-series Book Listing by Various Popular Authors (Stratemeyer, Garis, etc.)
Complete Listing of Phantom Titles (Several never reported before)

Complete Listing of Stratemeyer Syndicate House Names (Several never reported before)
Bibliographic and Format Information on 754 Different Series by Name and Number
Information on 5032 Books, 547 Authors, 536 Artists, 184 Publishers & 116 Subjects

The Book Measures 8-1/2" x 11" x a whopping / / " hi k - the size of a small city phone book.
578 Pages - High Quality Paper - Clear and Readable Type - Tough Cover Stock
Opens and Lays Flat - Good Fidelity Illustrations - Completely Indexed by MAD#

Arthur P. Young's Review in Newsboy said, "The compilers deserve the respect and appreciation of the collecting
community for this extraordinary contribution to the bibliographic control of boys series literature."

Gil Q'Gara reported in the Yellowback Library. "The darned thing is the size of the Des Moines area phone book... Each
series has a checklist format so that the collector can keep a handy inventory."

Antique Trader's Collector Magazine stated, "Mattson and Davis collaborated to produce the most noteworthy book on
series book collecting since 1977. Readers can learn tons of new things about their hobby."

Chunk Jacobs (a lifelong collector) states, ·What a wonderful book and splendid reference. I learned more in one hour
than in my previous 20 years of collecting. Well done.·

Bill Black (a Canadian collector) wrote, "Well Done!! Well Done!! Well Done!! Did I mention it liked the book??"

PRICE only

$54.95
plus 3.75 Shipping

and Handling
in US - 48

Alaska - Hawaii or
Foreign - Please Call

Contact:

MATISON ENTERPRISES
E. (Ed) Christian Mattson - Antiquarian Bookseller

Four Turtlerock Court
Baltimore, MD 21234

DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED - Discounts Available for Multiple Quantity Orders
Our 1st Printing Was Bought Out Within 16 Weeks

YES - We take Visa, Master Card, American Express
IMMEDIATE SHIPMENT FROM STOCK while supplies last

Phone: (410) 668-4730 FAX: (410) 882-9137


