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HORATIO ALGER SOCIETY

To further the philosophy of Horatio Alger, Jr. and to encourage
the spirit ofStrive and SlIcceed thai for haifa century guided Alger's
undaunted heroes - lad whose slrug les epilomized the great
American dream and flamed hero ideals in countless millions of
YOllng Americans.

Newsboy, the offiCial n witt r of th Iloratio Alger
So lety. Is published bl-monthly (six I ue pry ar). M m
ber hlp ~ e for any 12-month p nod i $20, with in 1
Is ue ofNewsboy costing $3.00. PI as make all remittance
payable to the Horatio Alger So i ty.

Membership applications. renewal ,chang of addre
and other corr pondenc hould be nt to Horatio Alger
Society, P.O. Box 70361, Richmond, VA 23255.

Newsboy I indexed In th Modem Languag As 0 iation'
International Bibliography.

BOOKS RECOMMENDED BY H.A.S.
-Horatio Alger, Jr.. A Compreh nsiue Bibliography. by Bob

Bennett (PF-265).
-HoratioAIg ror, TIleAm rican H mEm. by Ralph D. ardn r

(PF-053).
-TIle Fictional R public: Horatio Alg r and Am rican Political

Discourse, by ami NackenolT (PF-921).
-Publication Formats ojth 59 Storie by Horatio Alg r. Jr. as

Reprinted by the John C. Winston Co.. b Bob a.....y r (PF-455)
and Jim Thorp (PF-574).

-Horatio Alg r Book Publish d by AL. Burt. by Bradford S.
Chase (PF-412).

-Horatio Alger Books Publish d by M.A. Donohu' & Co.. by
Bradford S. Cha e (PF-412).

-Horatio Alger Books Published by Whitman Publishing Co.. by
Bradford S. ha e (PF-412).

-The Lost Uje ojHoratio AIg r. Jr.. by Gary hamhorst with
Jack Bales (PF-258).
NeWllboy ad rate : Full page. $32.00: one-half pag . $ t7.00: one

quarter page. $9.00: per otumn Inch 11 In h d P by approx. 3 1/2 In h
wtde). $2.00. nd ads, wtth che k payable to IloraUo Alger SocIety. P.O.
Box 70361. RI hmond. VA 23255.

The above rate apply to all want ad . alongwtth ad offering non-Alger
books for ale. t 10weveT. It I the polley of the Ii0raUo A1g r Society to
promote the exchange of Alger book and related Alger materials by
providing pa e free of charge to our members for th ule only of uch
mat rial. nd ad or -Letters to the Editor" to New boy editor WUUarn R.
Gowen IPI"-70 ) at 23726 . OverhlII Dr.. Lake Zurich. IL 60047.

OFFICERS

President's cofumn

A guest column by our Vice President
It i my privilege to write a Vice President's olumn

for thi i u of ewsboy. Whil this has b n a tre ful
m ter for me at work, things have been terrific on the

c 11 cting front. I finally own a fir t dition of Nothing to
Do and, thank to th work of David Collier (PF-943) and

il W tgard (PF-024), I have a hand ome copy of Seek
ing His Fortune, th final two title that have eluded me.

Thi a n bring n w that Mary Ann Ditch (PF-861)
ha open d her new book tore in maha, currently
nam d Adv nture in Book lling, fulfilling a lifelong
dream of her. The 4,000 quare foot hop ha about
10,000 u d bo k li t d on ABE and about 9,000 on
BibLiofind. h ell about half her book through the
lnt rn t (h r addr i maditch@aol.com).

Mary Ann r port th hop i paying th bills, and he
an finally r port h i thrilled to get. up in the morning

to go to work (the in urance company for which he
work d cL d its maha offic ). She njoys th live
cu tom r and the books p ople bring to her door tep.

Pr id nt arlHartmannhasaskedJerryFri dlandto
chair the H.A.5. nominating committee, and ha a ked
am Huang and John Juvinall to erve as well. We will

n d thr n w dir ctor at th convention next May. If
ou hav any ugg tion for the nominating commit

t ,thi i a go d time to pa th m along.
I wa d ply add ned by the death ofHank ravbell

in ptemb r. H wa a remarkable coli etor and a warm
Partic'lar Fri nd who faced hi illnes and progno i
with trength and gr at courage. I am extr mely pleased
that laine ha decided to join th oci ty, and we Look
forward to ing her in DeKalb. As some of you know,
Hank' Alger collection will be auctioned in DeKalb. It

nit f ab ut 500 b ok , including 40 fir t edition,
manydu t-jack t d volume ,andqualityreprints.Sounds
Lik anoth r r a on you hould c m to 0 Kalb!

p aking of DeKalb, remember to mark your calen
dar for May 13-16, 1999, when am Huang and Arthur
Young ar our ho ts at orth rn Illinois Univer ity. Th
t ntativ ag nda include a book re toration workshop,
a talk by J. Randolph Cox (editor of Dime ovel Round
Up) titl d "The LiJ and Time of ick arter," an Alger
talk by Arthur Young, another by Brad Chase on the New
Y rk B ok ompany Alg r , along with vi it to th
H.A.S. Repo itory, video presentations, viewing of the
young p opLe's H.A.S. convention post r comp tition,

(Continued on Page 4)
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Part 2

B rthur P. Young (PF-941)

Thi mm1 ri c nclud with a Horatio Alg r
t ry which app ar in Shadow Comie, olum 1,
umb r 6, Augu t 1 40. Th titl of thi appear

anc i "R b rt 0 rdal' Pluck and Lu k," a variant
titl of "Rob rt ov rdal' truggl."

Th ight-pa e tal , r produc d in
thi is u tarting on Pag 5, i accom
pani d by th f II wing additi nal to
ri : "Th hadow," "Th Thr Mu

,"" adg t Man," "Av ng r,"
" ick art r,"" arri a hin," "Iron

onr "and "Bill Bam ."
Like th r hadow Ol1/1e f th

P ri d, lh v ria trikin r ndi-
tion f th hadow, an th c mic
ar drawn with vivid olor. Th

riginal tor, which app ar d in
tr t & mith' ew Medal Li

brary ri (#555) in 1910 a Robert
Coverdale' Strll~ Ie; or, all the Wave
of Stlcee ,now ha a mod rn t
ting with c ntemp rar dr , au
t m bil , furni hing and cloth
ing. Th am unt of dialog p r comic
fram i c n id rabl , and th tory lin i facilitated
by th u f non-dial g tran ition at trat gic point.

Th Shadow olllie v r i n f Robert Coverdale'
trtlg Ie ry 10 Iy parall I the riginal tory. ur

ungh ro,Rob rt 0 rdal ,Ii withhi auntand
uncl , Jan and John Traft n. Robert overdal i a

Convention alert!
ow i th tim to mark your cal ndar for May 13-16,

1 9 - that' wh n "Da h t D Kalb," th centennial
H ratio Aig r i ty c nv ntion, will be h ld at orth
rn Illinoi Uni r ity. ur ho t, amu IT. Huang (PF

96 ) and Art Young (PF-941) ha e a mbl d a fa cinat
ing ag nda, whi h will b publi h d in th next i u of

ew boy Oanuary-February 19 9).
A few advan it m f int r t: th r gi tration fe of

65 per p r n will coy r on of the mo t compr h n iv
and fun-fill d ch dul of v nt ev r, th f including
a buff t lun h on Friday, dinner that night at a nearby

re ourceful and kind lad who wa br ught up in a
d prived tting with a loving aunt and al h Ii
uncle. When Robert acquire a f w dollar fr m a
good de d, hi conniving uncl trick him int taking
a boat ride out to an i land wher he could pr th
mon y from hi n ph w. Rob rt manag to ap,
but nearly drown befor being r cued by a ilb rt
Hu t, wh not only av d hi lif , but, in typi al Ig r

fa hion, become R b rt' n w ben 
fact r.

John Trafton d cid to pur u hi
n ph w again, p iall in light f
hi d t rmination that Hu t i a
walth man. i tak n f r a wat h
man, John Trafton i murd r d. Hu t
th n ngage Rob rt t h Ip him
r c r hi litt! n, who wa kid
napp dlOy ar arli r.R b rtlra -
I to th Badg r Farm in hi,

" here he find Hu t' kidnapp d
on and r turn him to hi fath r.

Hurt i grat ful that h ad pt
Rob rt ov rdal in th final fram
of the tor .

"R b rt v rdal' Pluck and
Luck" incorporat man familiar
Alg r th m : d priv d hildh d,
r ourc ful charact r ,triumph f

ju tic of villainy, th guiding hand fa aring and
often-wealthy friend and the ine itabl happ nd
ing. nth debit id , th r ar m r than a f w improb
able plot twist, together with a fair amount of ter and
unin pir d dialog. Ir nicall , the attribut mak it
a ier to conden e th tor for comic b ok format.

countr club, the annual H.A.S. banqu t n aturd and
br akfa ton unday.

R om at th Univ r ity u t R m H t Iar 4.40
(tax includ d) per night, multipl - cupancy. If
anxiou to r r your room at an ad dat, all th
hotel dir ctl at ( 15) 753-1444. Th hot Iwill al 0 h n r
the ab v H. . . convention rate if u d id t
a few da arly or ta a few additional da .

R m mb r, compl t informati n, including
tion regi tration form and agenda, will b n I
the January-F bruar ew boy!

For m r information, you can acce the c nvention
ch dul on th H. . . Rep itory Int m t it at:

http://libws66.lib.niu.edu/71999s.htm
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'Eaitors note6oot

nj d th h liday ea n. Thi
ju t a th al ndar

d fly r (which you

ur library and a k f r
n page 72 you will find

R.A.S. Repository news
The orth m Illinois Uni r ity Librari w uld lik

to thank th following individu I wh hay mad con
tribution to th H.A. . R P it ry ~ndowmentFund:

Mr. and Mr . B mard A. Bib rdorf
Mr. William w n

r. and Mr . Rob rt K r h
. arol ack n if

Mr. and Mr. rthur Y ung
If you want to mak a ta -d ductibl ntribution t

th ndowm nt, h cks hould b pa c bJ tor/hem
1//inoi Univer ity, with a notati n that th yar int nd d
f r th Horatio Aig r i t R P itor End wmemt.
Mail to:

orth rn lIIinoi ni r it Foundation
Lowden Hall, Room 204
D Kalb, IL 60115

Presiaent's co{umn
( ontill11cd from Page 2)
and a very pial knot sp ak r that 1will I t th m tell
you ab ut th m Iv ! Y u kn w you wantt b th r ! I
anticipate a Jarg r wd f r thi wond rful nt nnial

entatth h m ofth Horah Al r I tyR P It r .
Afullconv nti npr vi w,al n withr gistrati nform,

will includ in th January-f bruar ew boy.
L king ah ad to 2000, T m Davi (Pf- 7 ) andl ar

w rking tog th r on plan for a mid-Atlanti nf r-
n . It i lot f fun w rking with T m, and w ar

I oking forward to thi pr j ct. You an ount on a
con ntion ither on th J r y hor ( ap Ma) r,

m what mor lik 1 at thi point, in the Brandywin
Riv r r gion, rich in R voluti n ry War histor nd full
of antique tore. More d tail oon.

n a final not , th fa t-approaching c nt nnial of
Aig r' d ath if ranch pp rtunit t publiciz th

o i ty and familiariz (r r -familiariz) m ri an...
with Horatio Alg r and h' wor . I think it w uld b
w nd rful if v ry memb r wh an pi k up a p n w uld
d . Think ab ut working up a nt nnial pi for ur
I al n pap r, a I ill m nthl publi ati n, r a r gi nal
gl y. There ar pr bably lot of plac y u can think f
that hort ( ring) n ti b ut th nt nnial, th
r nan e f th Alger t r , th c 11 tor and th i t
could b plac d. A han f r publicity lik thi d n't
com along e ery day. B cr ativ ! I hop t d m part.

Wi hing Y u all th b t f r 1 99.
Your Partic'lar Fri nd,

arol ack n if (PF- 21)
222Va arAv.
Swarthmor , PA 190 1
E-mail: cnacken1@swarthmore.edu
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SHADOW COMICS

9.MI!IT~K£'T,""Y80Y!t INSIST!.'
r M LAWRENCE TUDOR! T'WAT MAN
REALLY MEANT TO _-------1
MI&.L ""E- FOR I'M GLAD Ht rAILEQ.
F1RINt; ~'M ~OM GIRl AS R:>R T~£'
ONE~ MY !:l~'Pt!o! I"\/)Nty·VER'f WELL

'F" YOU IN'515T-

November-December 1998
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PLUCK AND LUCK
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SHADOW COMICS

November-December 1998

.; POOR AUNT JANE 'LL &E loJORRIEO
ABOUT E fWELL I'M NOT SiA'fIN(;
HER.E! ['LL REST AWHIL£ -THEN

WIM &ACK! •

AS SQON Ali THE R.i":>T· ANtl RECUPERATlON WERE
O££MED SUFJ."ICIENT-RO&tiRT PLUNc.l:O IN FOR.'n04E

51)\, MIL.E SWIM - HALF ""e OISTANce IS
toUCCESSJ=UL.LV COMPLETEO -W~ENSUOOENL'f-

I-r- GOT
A CRAMP!
rC-CAN'j

HELP!
..,e.~c.JJ'~I!
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PLUCK AND LUCK

Page 9

ROBERT-BROU(;Hi BAC.l< BY MR HUE A~ ROMISEO
CONTINUES WITH H S STOAY

-AND tWILL GCT~IVE R HUET IS V£RYl<IND-
DOLLARS A WEEK -WORKl G ROeERi- D VERY
ONLY ON TUESDAYS AND WE'ALTI-lY! r'VE READ
FRIDAYS WITH HIM ON HIS OF HIM orTEN-
PRIVATE 15LAND,AU T JA E·
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SHADOW COMICS
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The Webster Series
A Stratemeyer Syndicate series
by (Frank V Web ter'- in the
spirit of the Alger completions

I()t4u~"'1..,~~

iter

Ihavemadeupm mindto ticktoju enil ,not
only under my own name, but under my nom -de-

o LY
A

fAR
BOY

FIlA K

WEBSTER

~
UP S

. L.EOI'l
co.

The Webster Series which was launched by the
Stratemeyer Syndicate in 1909, fulfilled Edward
Stratemeyer's desire to continue Horatio Alger-style
"rags to riches" stories following the publication of
Ben Logan's Triumph, the last of the 11 Stratemeyer
Alger completions, by Cupples & Leon in 1908.

plume, and I am tud ing that market in all of it
condition and am al 0 tudying the \! ant f the
publi her, \ ith a ie\! to uppl ing the latter not
alone \ ith torie of m> own, but al 0 the t rie f

ther , \ ritten under m direction, on ubject
which I feel \ ill attract ale ( bel 249-2 0).

It i int re ting t not that H nr Harri n wi
(1 6 -1923), a fri nd of trat m rand f How tr t
& mith writ rand ditor, ran th L .. i Lit rar

ndieat in 1900, ace r.ding t hi ntr in Who Was
Who ill America.

It is not cl ar ju t what ort f publieati n th L \ i.
yndieat pr due d.lo th Y ar pri r t thi , L wi wa

Ii t d a a orr pond nt f ran w pap r; afterward h
wa Ii t d a an "auth rand ag nt" in w Y rk it
Dir ctori . It m v r p ibl th t L wi ' a ti iti _

( 0111 ;'ll/cd 011 Pa~c 14)
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The Webster Series

D RTOTH
ow that you ha e fini hed reading thi story, we

de ire to call your attention to all th other volume in
thi remarkable series for boy.

We feel that we ha e made a di tinct find in Mr.
Frank eb ter, who i under contract to .. rite
e clu ively for the upple & Leon ompan. r.
Web ter style i ery much lik that of the late
lamented Mr. Alger, but hi tale are all thoroughl up
to-date. Thi author, though till ung, ha b en a
great tra eler, and therefore he know exactl what he
i writing about b it a tory ofcity or country life, a tale
of the far west, or of the frozen n rth.

, How can you write uch fine torie?" a bo once
a ked r. eb ter.

, h, I gue it comes natur I," an .. ered the author.
, I ha e been through 0 much and een so much, it
eems a if I could go on telling t ries ~ rever.'

n the following page .. e gi e the outline of ome
of r. eb ter' toric.. Read them the .. ill inter-

t ou.

FRANK
V.
~TER

11 pag . ach b ok' d cription c nclud with infor
mation that the b ok ar a ailabl from upple & L on
and could b purcha d from th ir local b k Ll r or
from th publi her dir ct. Th d cription, which
follow,op n up om n w p ibl a nu of r arch.

imilar

ake-Believe torie tated:

r made inquirie to the U.S. op right
hi Id hi
pondent

.. ...a new writer for girls who i bound to win instant
p pularit . Her tyle i somewhat of a mixture of that
of Louise M. Alcott and Mrs. L.T. Meade, but thor
oughl up-to-date in plot and action."

(upple Leon post-text ad. circa 1926)

In thi fa cinating line of b oks iss Hope has the
ariou t com to life .. hen "nobod i looking' and
he put them through a erie ofadventures as interest

ing a can po ibly be imagined. They .. ill be hailed
\ ith jo by oung folks four to eight ears of age.

(Gro et Dunlap du t jacket ad
onflr t printing ofa bookfrom this serie )

P rhap th m t c mpl p rona tabli h d for
on of th ndicat p udon m wa for "Frank V.
W b t r." n arly v r i n of Air hip Andy had 11 pag
of d cription in a c n rational narrati format with
a n -pag introducti n and on page for ach of the 10
volum in th 1909 br d r et.

th r ad v lume ha e be n en with part of th

In a imilar manner, th
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J K TilE R 'AI¥. Y
t long ago one ofthe large t circu es in the world

howedin ewYork ity. Ofcourse itdidn tputupan
tents, for there i no ro m. It ho ed in a big building.

"I am going to write a tory about that circus said
Mr. eb ter. ' It .. illbe ea y too for Iam now v riting
about a lad who ran av ay from hom
- or rather, ran awa from the old
crabbed college professor with whom
he Ii ed. That boy 10 ed animal and
I ved to do acrobatic tunt , and I am
going to have him join the' reatest

how on arth. '
Mr. Websterkepthispromi e,and

the result i the book, "Jack the Run
a\i ay; r, n the Road with a ircus."
It i a olum teeming with good
thing, telling how Jack imply had to
run away, hov he joined the circu
and g t a quainted with some of the
perti rrner and .. ild animal trainer,
and hov h e en to " the part of a
clown.

Theb tcir u t ryle erread,"
aid an acrobat .. ho happened to pe

ru e the book." ay, that \i riter mu t
ha e tra eled v ith orne how ure!
It' gotthe mell oftheringall right! '

This olume i i ued b the upples & Leon
ompany, ew York, and the price i forty cents-by

mail or fr m any book eller. If ou want a complete
catalogue of the ery be t books for boys, end to the

upple & Leon ompan.
TilE BOY PILOT OF TilE LAKE

"I once pent a whole ummer knocking around the
reat Lake ," aid Mr. W b ter, hen peaking of hi

story "The Boy Pilot of the Lake . or, at Morton's
Peril." I managed to get acquainted v ith haifa dozen
pilots, including one old man who had been at the
.. heel for 0 er thirt year. They told me of man
adventure they had had and some of tho e appear in
thi book."

It i a trong, helpful tale, telling ho\ at Morton
v orked hi v ay upward in pite of many difficulties.
There i a great storm cen , and a collision in the fog,
and many oth r thing to thrill and hold the reader. at
was a regular water rat, and \ hen he did an old pilot a
ervice he wa given a chance on one of the lake

steam rs. Anotherlad .. a jealous of at'sluck,andhe
did all in hi power to bring the boy pilot to grief. But

at was on the alert, and howed what a fine manly
youth he was by returning good for evil. 'That' the
kind ofa boy) like to write about," said Mr. Web ter.
'Aladwhoi gritty and hone ttothecore. Ihope every

boy will et at orton up a hi model in life."
We are certain all health bo will want thi

olume. It is ell printed, well bound, and \ ell
illu trated, and the price i fort cent. k our
book eller for it or nd direct to the upple
Leon ompany, ew York.

TOM THE TELEPHO E BOY
" ow what in the world can uch

a me age as that mean ?"
That wa the question that Tom,

the telephone b , a -k d him elfone
day. It .. a a curiou me age that
came 0 er the wire , and it meant a
good deal, a the lad oon di co ered.
Whatth ending of that me sage led
to i told in detail in Mr. Web ter's
tory "Tom, the Telephone Boy; or

The M tery ofa Me age." Thi i a
talc of ity life. T m i the hero, and
there i al 0 a queer old fello\ , Dr.
Lemuel pidderkin, who v ill make
ou roar. The telephone bo v a the

main support of hi moth r, and he
had to .. ork hard t ke p a roof 0 er
the head of the famiJ .

To the uth .. ho v ant to knm
what life in the big cit reall i thi

olume \i ill pro e f th greate t in
tere t. One da we ask d Mr. eb ter if uch a lad a
Tom reall existed.

"I met Tom in hicago, aid r. Web ter. "He i a
bright as a button, and I know the boy like him ju t a
much as I do. '

Like all the other Frank . Web ter book i ued b
the upples & Leon ompany ew York, th is olume
is bound in cloth, and i v ell illu trated. The pric i
forty cents. (fatan time Ou\ ant a catalogue ofall the
Book written b r. eb ter, rite t the upple
Leon ompany, ew York ity, for it. It \i ill come to

u free.
THE EW, BOY PART ER

" a ,v hat' the matter .. ith ou, an hov ?"
That v a the que tion that Jimm mall a e\

York ne\ sbo a ked when h fir t met Dick, in a
dark aile wa where Jimm had gone to leep
becau e he didn't ha e the price of a bed at the
lodging-house.

Dick v a a \ ell-dre ed bo ,and lay there \ ith a
nasty cut on his head. He couldn't tell how he had g t
into the alleywa or where he had come from. All he
could remember wa hi first name - and a he \ as
found in a box, Jimm called him Dick Bo .

The poor newsbo befriended Dick, and the two
( olltilllled 011 Page 16)
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The Webster Series
( ol/til1l1ed from Pa e 15)

became partner. Dick could notrememberhi past, but
he remembered how to read and write, and he taught
Jimm ,and the two worked their way upward. Then one
da something happened-something truly wonderful
- and Dick - well, he didn't remain poor unknown
Dick Box for a great \ hile longer.

Thi tory, i ued under the title of' The ewsboy
Partner; or, Who Was Dick Bo 1" i a fascinating tale
t Id in Mr. Webster' b t style. plendidly illustrated,
bound in cloth, price forty cent. Publi hed by the
Cupple Leon 0., ew York. A k your bookseller
to ho\ you thi olume.

BOB THE ASTA WA Y
ne da Mr. Webster came into our office and

placed a manu cript on the de k of our editor.
"Did you e er take a sea voyage when you were a

b ? ' he a ked a he dropped into a chair.
The ditor aid he had never had that pleasure.
"Well, I did - and Iwa wrecked, too" went on the

author." nd I wa sent to sea for the same reason that
Bob Ilenderson had to go."

Then we got very curious and read the story, hich
had for its title: "Bob the astaway; or, The Wreck of
the Eagle." We had to laugh when we read that yarn.
Bob wa u h a fun-loving fello\! , and he played u h
awfuljoke . He tried to play ajoke on an old sea captain
at a church donation party, but, to the boy's horror, the
mini ter got the benefit (?) of the fun. Then Bob's
parent sent him to ea 10 cure him, and the bo wa
\ recked on an island in the Pacific, and had many
thrilling adventure.

It' a true-to-life tory for it contains many pages
out of Mr. Web ter' own experience. very nervou
pas enger on the hip make a lot of unconscious fun.
There i a great hurricane, and an encounter with outh

ea nali es.
fine olume, bound in cloth and well iIlu 

trat d, and the price i forty cent. Buy it from our
book eller, or end to the upple & Leon 001

pan, e\ York, for it.
TilE BOY FROM THE RA H

Did ou ever stop to think how trange life in a big
cit mu t appear to a bo who ha never been anywhere
but on the boundles plains?

"( simply had to \ rite that story - [ couldn't help
it," aid Mr. Web ter, in telling u h w 'The Boy from
the Ranch; or, Roy Bradner's City 'xperiences," came
to b penned. " ome year ago I wa on a ranch, and
there I met a lad ju t like Roy, \ ho told me of all the
thing that had happened to him when he went to

hicago for hi uncle on busines ."

In thi story of life on the plains and in ew York,
Roy is a clever lad who knows how to take hi own part,
no maHer what happens. His father being ick, he is sent
to the great metropoli to tran act ome business.

Everything i new and strang to him and he make
ome queer mistakes which make ery funny reading.

He fall into the hands of a harper who has been
cheating Mr. Bradner out of the income of some valu
able property. The sharper and hi tool try 10 get the
ranch boy out of the way. But - well, Roy turns the
table, and makes thing mighty warm for the fellow.

A plendid volume, bound in cloth, and well illu 
trated. Publi hed by the upple & Leon ompany, at
forty cents. ent postpaid if ou cannot get it from your
bookseller.

THE YO G TREA RE II TER
Do you like storie of the frozen north? of great

hard hip amid ice and snow? and of thrilling encoun
ter with wild bea ts and \ ith thie ing Indian ? If you
do you will not want to mi s Frank V. Web ter' book
entitled: The Young Treasure Hunter; or, Fred tanley'
Trip to Alaska.'

"The most intere ting story of the Ala kan gold
field I ever read," one boy has written to u . "My father
was one of the first men to go to Alaska, and he ay the
picture of life there are true. I gue s Mr. Webster mu t
have been there himself. '

Thi story tell of how a po r bo joined a party in
earch of a golden trea ure, and of how, after the

trea ure \ a di co ered, a bad man, aid d by ome
Ala kan Indian, tried to get the wealth away. Fred
pro ed himself a hero on more than one occasion, and
we know all boys will like him for that. On one occa ion
the outh brings down a fine moo e, and on another he
had his chum suffer from snow blindne s and become
lost in the dazzling whitene .

This book might easily have been issued at one
dollar or one dollar and a half, but Mr. Web ter in isted
that the price be made the same as all hither v lume ,
namely, forty cent. ( ued by the upple & Leon
Company, ew York, and for sale by b ok eller
everywhere.

o LY A FARM BOY
To the lad who likes astory ofcountry life, full offun

and excitement, e feel afe in recommending Mr.
Webster's story, ' nlya Farm Boy' or, Dan Ilardy'
Rise in Life." Dan wa a poor bo ,living with a mi erly
farmer ho gave him no \ age and treated him hame
fully. Onenighltheladwa sentonanerrandtoadi tant

illage, and returning by moonlight, saw ome men
acting in a m sterious fa hion in the wood . A robbery
had been committed, and through a curiou chain of
circum tances, ome thought poor Dan wa guilty. But
he had one friend \! hostood up for him -an old illage
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black mith - and between them they set to work to
bring the guilty party toju tice and clear Dan's name.

"lie' guilty an' Iknow it!" aid the miserly farmer
for whom Dan worked.

"lIe i innocent, and it i a hame for you to ay
otherwise,' declared the old blacksmith.

"Well time well tell," answered the old farmer and
then he wanted Dan t come back and work for him.

"I'll not come back," said the bo . And then there
wa a bitter quarrel.

Thi story makes a plendid olume, bound in cloth,
and i finely illu trated. The price i fort cents, and it
i publi hed, like all the other Frank V. Webster books,
e clu ivel b the upple & Leon ompany, ew
York.

TWOBOYGOLDMI ER
One day Mr. Frank V. Webster came to our office

and brought the manuscript ofthe tory "Two Bo Gold
iners; or Lo t in the Mountains."
• Frank, ' the editor a ked," ou have been round so

much, tell me ha e ou e er gone gold mining?"
" n e ju t once," wa the author's an .. er. "Of

cour e I ha e been in the gold field a number of times.
But I only went mining once. I \Va out exactly tv 0

eek , nearly broke my back with digging, got about
ixty dollar' worth of gold du t, got 10 t in a thunder
torm in the mountain , and had a whole lot of things

happen." And then he laughed heartily at the recollec
tion.

The story hows that it i written fr m experience. It
i a plendid tale, showing how two bo s, Jed and Will

rosby, left a farm in the middlewe t to try their luck as
miners. They had all sorts of difficultie to overcome,
and had not a few encounter with wild animals and
.. ith bad men, and the found out that gold mining was
by no mans a" inch," a one e. pres ed it. And then
when they got 10 t - \ ell, that v as omething neither
of them had calculated on. You will like the e boy -you
impl can't help it.

If y u want the b ok you can bu it from any fir t
c1as book eller for forty cent, or we will end it to you,
post free, ~ r the amount. The upples & Leon om
pany, ew York.

TIlE YO G FIREME OF LAKEVILLE
"Fire! fire! tire!"
That i the cry that ometime thrills us, ringing out

during the day or in the ilent hour of the night. And
who i it whose heart doe not jump within him when he
ee the devouring flames leaping skyward, and ce the

engine, horse-carts and long hook-and-Iadder trucks
da hing through the treets to put ut the conflagration?

The lifeofthe fireman is oneofexcitement and often
of peril. Thi i Mr. Frank V. Webster fully realized
when he wrote, The Young Firemen of Lakeville; or,

Herbert Dare s Pluck. ' How the boy became di sati 
tied with the old' bucket brigade" and organized a real
fire company, and how they worked at more than one
fire, is told with great fidelity to life. And then there is
the secret of the old mansion, and that i worked up in
Mr. Web ter's be t st Ie.

•The mystery in this story i tak n from life," Mr.
Webster .. rote us.• It urrounded an old man and a
fortune .. orth nearlyhalfamillion dollar . Agood-for
nothing grandson wanted to get it awa from him."

Publi hed, as are all the Frank V. Web ter bo ks b
upples& Leon Company, ew York. Bound in cloth,

illu trated, and for ale everywhere at forty cent .

* * *Thi lO-volume bre d r t is the largest for an
yndicate rie. Ev n mar amazing i the fact that

the e 10 books w re all writt n by Howard R. ari
(1 73-1962) v r pan f lightl m rethanf urm nth..
Th fir t relea e wa igned on 25 Januar 1909 and the
la twa on May 1909.

ari fir t tart d writing for trat me r in 1905 for
initial alum in th Motor Boy and Great

erie while he wa till a r port r for the
vening ew. trat m y r tri d t P r Ut d lari t

write for him full tim but since ari had a ung famil
and had only r eived two t four a i nm nt ach ear,
h wa dubiou that trat me erc uld offer him nough
w rk to b comparabl to hi new pap r wa

By 15 Jan. 190 , howev r, ari and Stratemeyer had
reach dan agr em nt that w uld hav him writ atl a t
10 manu cript throughout 190 ( ew boy, Jan-feb
1994, p. 13).

Building on thi ucces 'ful a nt, ari' writing
for 1909 wa given a g d h ad start with th 10 volum s
for th Webster eries for which h wa. paid 705.00.

trat m y r would hay to 11 35,2 0 opi f th
book to r claim hi inv tm nt.

ventually, of c ur e, trat m y rand ari b cam
fa t fri nd and ari would goon towrit mar than300
bo k for tra t meyer, m r than th r tim tha t of an
other gho twriter. ari ev n a i t d trat mer'
daughter , acting a offic manag r for a f w ar,
during the critical tran iti n p ri dafter th ir fath r'
death in May 1930.

tratem yer r ach d an agr ment with uppl - &
Le n to publi h th Webster eries on 2 0 c 1 0 ,
hortly aft r h tum d in the la t f his two Alger

completion publi hed by th am firm: Bell Logall'
Triumph. WithAlg r' drama and partial manu ript
e ntially xhau ted, h lik I pitch d th Web ter

eries to upple & L on a m thing tint r t th
Iger audience.

The agreement tipulat d that th b k would II
(Colltillued 011 Pa e 18)
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The Webster Series
(Continued from Page 17)

f r "n m r than 35 c nt ," with a 21-c nt whoI al
priceandaro altyto tratem yerof2cent perc py. An
ad rti m nt in The Mu ket Boy Under Wa /zington,
it Ifa 1.00/ olume eri ,mention d the 35-eent price.
H w v r, b th tim of th ad f r th br d r t,
ab v ,th price wa 40 cent. It i not cl ar whether an
b k w r Id with a 35-cent ugg t d r tail.

For th r maind r f 1909 and for the ne t eral
ar, ari wa bu y writing book in oth r ri for

tratem y r,whotum dtootherwrit r for the Webster
erie . Th olum in th ri and th ir gho twrit r

ar Ii t d blow:
The Webster Series

1. Only a Farm Boy Garis 1909
2. Tom the Telephone Boy Garis 1909
3. The Boy from the Ranch Garis 1909
4. The Young Treasure Hunter Garis 1909
5. Bob the Castaway Garis 1909
6. The Young Firemen of Lakeville Garis 1909
7. The Newsboy Partners Garis 1909
8. The Boy Pilot of the Lakes Garis 1909
9. Two Boy Gold Miners Garis 1909

10. Jack the Runaway Garis 1909
11. Comrades of the Saddle Lincoln 1910
12. The Boys of Bellwood School Cobb 1910
13. Bob Chester's Grit Lincoln 1911
14. Airship Andy Cobb 1911
15. The High School Rivals Lincoln 1911
16. Darry the Life Saver Rathborne 1911
17. Dick the Bank Boy Rathborne 1911
18. Ben Hardy's Flying Machine Cobb 1911
19. The Boys of the Wireless Cobb 1912
20. Harry Watson's High School Days Lincoln 1912
21. The Boy Scouts of Lenox Rathborne 1915
22. Tom Taylor at West Point Garis 1915
23. Cowboy Dave Garis 1915
24. Two Boys of the Battleship Garis 1915
25. Jack of the Pony Express Garis 1915

V rylittl i knownaboutJ.W.Lincoln, xc ptthat
h Ii d in I land, hio, and wrote the four
bo k f r the Strat m yer Syndicat betwe n March
1910 and April 1911. ne po ibility i John Willard
Lincoln (1 75-?), who wrote The Young Home leaders
(W. . Wild, 1913, a Bo ton publi her).

Weldon J. Cobb (1 50-1922), a form r dime no li t,
n w pap r r porter and r al e tat agent, wa one of
the yndicat' first gho twriter ,working on th Deep

ea erie a by "Roy Rockwood," Ralph of the Rail
road erie and Boy of Busine series a by"Allen

hapman," b ginning in 1 05. Th latt r tw ar
ri -in-lif car r tori .

obb wrote a ri of dim n vel about th railroad
but th Ralph tori w r ba d n trat m y r' out
lin . obb appreciat d Strat m y r' outlin appr ach,
according to a I tt r cit d in th Ab I di rtation. Ac
cording to the A lrad ot b k at Yal, bb ug
g t da "Wir 1 B ri in 1911. trat m rdid
not act upon thi id a until it wa rai d again by J hn W.
Duffi Id in 1922, which led to th Radio Boy erie,
m t f which wer writt n by Duffi Id, ac rding to th

YPL trat m y r yndicat R c rd 011 tion.
(Harry) t.GeorgeRathbome(1 54-193 )wa oncof

th man writ r whom trat m y r m t during hi tim
at tr t & mith. Many of hi tal f r trat me er
f atured an ut
door theme.

In add iti n to
Tile Boy Scout of
Lenox, Ra thborn
wrot th early 01
um in the Ban
ner Boy Scouts

erie a for th
ynd ica t und r

th p ud nym
orge A. War

r n," and a num
b r of Boy cout

tori for vari u
publi her, in- St. George Rathborne
eluding tho by
"Archibald L FI tch r" for M. A. Donohu, b
"H rb rtL. arter" for A.L.Burt, by" apt. Alan Dou
gla "(Hickory Ridge Boy cout) for w York Bo k

ompany, and by" liv r L lift n" (Campfire
Boy erie) for Bar & Hopkin.

Darry the Life aver in thi ri m imilar in
th m to th fir t olume in the yndicat' nde am'

ervice eries, Bob Spencer, Life Saver (ully KI int i h,
1914), which Rathbome also wrot .

Howard R. ari return d to writ th r maining four
v lum f th ri in 1915.

Thisisanint r ling ri ,n tt hardt find with ut
du t jack t, and d rving of m r attenti n am ng Alg r
fans. Thanks to th busin r cord f r th trat m yer

yndicate h Id by w Y rk Public Library and my recent
trip th re, we now know who wr t each v lurn .

REFERE CE
Ab I, Trudi. A Man of Letter, A Man of Bu ine

Edward Stratemeyer and the Adolescent Reader. (Ph.D. di 
rtation in Hi tory, Rutg r ,1 3).

tratemey r Syndicate R rd 011 ction. Fold r
65,68. ew York Public Library. Manu cript Divi ion.
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Change of address
Jonathan Fri dland (PF-641)
3170 . Sh ridan Rd., Apt. 908
Chicago, IL 60657 (773) 529-1007

J ff Escu (PF-1023)
164 Larchmont Lane
Bloomingdal , IL 6010 -1412 (630) 307-6415

Jeff, a securities trader, i new to Alger c 11 cting
with five title at thi time, and i int r t d in fir t
ditions. Hi eries book collecting int re t al 0 in

clud Rick Brant, Thre Investigator and K n Hit,
while hi other hobbie include urfing. He learn d
about the Society from Bart yb rg (PF-879).

MEMBERSHIP
New members
Ge rg Hick (PF-1021)
13 v r tt St.

a thampton, MA 01027 (413) 527-3953
org i a prof ional uphol terer who, along

with hi pou ancy, colI cts erie book. Th ir
coli ction currently number around 2,500 title. He
ha a g neral int r tin Aig rand 1 arn d about the
Horatio Alg r S i ty from Jim Tow y (PF-975).

Ru 11 A. Trufant (PF-219)
5374 .W.34 t.
Davi , FL 33314 (954) 791-3328

Ru II, a f rm r m mb r, ha d cid d to r join th
ociety. R tired, hi other hobbies include clocks and

radio. H curr ntly ha 60 Alg r in hi collection.
W leorn back!

John T. Fogarty (PF-1022)
R.R. #1, Box 61A
Sunbury, PA 17801 (717) 2 6-7446

Abraham Lincoln, The Backwoods Boy
From Farm Boy to Senator
Dan the Detective
Mark Stanton
Victor Vane
Frank and Fearless
Bernard Brook's Adventures
Jerry, the Backwoods Boy
From Farm to Fortune
In Search of Treasure

In the past year, I have read every Alger book that lawn (100 differenttitles - some were
recent reprints - one was an electronic copy from the Internet! I would like to read as many
of the remainder of Alger's books as I can. I am not looking for 1st editions. I just enjoy
reading Horatio Alger. I'll pay a reasonable price for any edition in any condition.

Here are the titles I am looking for:

Tattered Tom
The Young Circus Rider
Ned Newton
A New York Boy
Frank Hunter's Peril
Tom Brace
Tom Turner's Legacy
The Young Book Agent
Randy of the River
Ben Logan's Triumph

I am also looking for copies of Joe, the Hotel Boy and Robert Coverdale's Struggle.

Please contact: Ed Evans (PF-1000)
979 Hamlin Center Road
Hamlin, NY 14464
E-mail: readyeddy@earthlink.net
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FOR SALE NOW

November-December 1998

A COLLECTOR'S' GUIDE TO
HARDCOVER BOYS' SERIES BOOKS

(2nd Printing)
by Mattson and Davis - the MAD Book Company

Available Now - Immediate In-Stock Shipment

Our 1st printing sold out in 16 weeks and since then we've received over
1200 new additions, corrections and updates. Hence, we have reprinted our

book with a brand new coated cover, lay-flat binding, offset printing and
much more information than before.

The most complete, up-to-date and informative work about Boys' Series
Books published since 1987.

8-1/2" x 11" - 578 Pages - Thicker than a Phone Book
Bibliographic & Collector Information on over 750 Series

Listings of Rare, Scare and Hard-to-Find Books
Excellent Resource for both the Collector and Dealer

$54.95 plus 3.75 Shipping and Handling
for Shipment to U.S. - Continental 48.

Alaska - Hawaii or Foreign - Please Call for Shipping Charges
We take VISA, Mastercard and American Express

Arthur P. Young's Review in Newsboy: "The compilers deserve the respect and appreciation of the collecting community
for this extraordinary contribution to the bibliographic control of boys series literature. "

Chuck Jacobs (a lifelong collector): "What a wonderful book. I learned more in one hour than in my previous 20 years of
collecting. Well done."

Contact:
MATISON ENTERPRISES

E. (Ed) Christian Mattson - Antiquarian Bookseller
Four Turtlerock Court, Baltimore MD 21234
Phone: (410) 668-4730 FAX: (410) 882-9137

EMail: emattson@qis.com


