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Thi column, pr pared in th waning day of the 20th
c ntury, will be read arly in the new millennium. Ihope
that Y2K ha be n kind to v ryone, that you have
suffici nt light to read this column in your ea y chair,
and thatalJ of the tran portation y t m arefullyopera
tional, allowing veryone to attend our next annual
conf r nce at We t Ch ter, Pa., in early May.

My r cent experienc elling Alger item on the
nation' large tel ctronic auction, eBay, and participa
tion in the verallarge auction at the centennial con

nti n in D Kalb, ha e mad me more aware than ever
that the pricing of b oks i comple ,erratic, and occa
i nall downright anti-gravitational.

I r c ntl took a ample of Horatio Alger book
fr m th Ad anced Book Exchang ,or, as om of you
may know it mor familiarly, ABE. I wa especially
int r t d in upp r- nd Alg r book, and therefore
limit d my requ t to tho e item which wer elling
for 100 or mor . In thi way, I wa certain to get
n arly all of th fir t editions available.

Thi li t includ d 46 book which matched the 100
criterion. f th 46 b ok , 30, a pected, w r fir t
dition .Th r wer a number of va tly overpric d non

fir t dition and i titles which were indicated a first
dition which w r not. ne of the more common

mi tak i lab ling a Henry T. oat book a a first
edition, when the fir t dition i a Port r and oat .

To a i t in det rmining the accuracy or fairn of
pricing, I made compari ons of ABE pricing with the
r nt pricing guid di tributed by Ed Matt on in con
junction with the r is d edition of Bob B nnett' Alger
bibliography. Although one can quibble with any par
ticular title, I find th Matt on li t, develop d by an

p ri nc d book II r, to be on th mark for the va t
majority of titles.

In making thi compari on, I found con iderable
variation in pricing, with 12 books appearing within the
Ma tt on price rang ,and 18books xceeding the Matt on
rang. P rhap not urpri ingly, the conclu ion is that
many book deal r ar lling at ry high pric and
that f w r than half of the first- dition book priced at
ov r $100 are within th broad Matt on range .

n can only peculate about whether some, mo t, or
all of the book actually ell for the listed price, or if
there i ome accommodation.

From xp ri nc , I can te tify that om accommoda-
(Continued 011 Page 8)
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DR. DUKE
A CHRISTMAS STORY

By Horatio Alger, Jr.

CHAPTER 1

I t wa a old fro ty ev ning toward the clo of
o ember wh n a young man, with a fac
d ply bronz d by xpo ure to a torrid un,

tepped from the cars upon the platfonn of the
little tation at Camberton. The villag lay half a
mil back at th foot of a hill, concealed from view
by a belt of for t. B yond th railroad w r broad
op n fields ov red with hard ru ted now that
aught a rim on glow from th ray ofth etting
un, affording a vivid ontra t to the black trunk

of tr that tood n ar by lik grim ntlnel on
guard.

Th trav 1 r looked about him thoughtfully for
a moment.

~Goin' up to th village, ir?" a ked a hort man
in an over oat of rough frieze, tampin the now
from his boot .

~Y ," aid th youn man. ~I that your car
riage?"

He pointed to a bla k ov r d wagon, Originally
intend d for whe 1 , but now provid d with run
n r .

~Ye ir. Jump in."
Th r wa no diffi ulty about se uring a at.

There wer but two other pa engers, a woman
and a young hild, who took over th ba k seat.
Our traveler hared th front eat with the
driv r.

~Goin' to Squir Elmor'?" a ked John.
~ 0; what mad you think o?'
~I heard th SqUire' folk wa exp tin' their

neph w up from York, and I thought you might b
h "

~ 0, I am not r lat d to Squir Elmor ."
~Where ar you goin' th n?"

Editor's note: TIllS story was publi lIed in the little-known
magazine Public pirit (Vol. II, December 1867). It was discov
ered by Gary Scharnhor t, who kindly sent it to ewsboy in
order to hare it with the Horatio Alger Society. AI a di covered
by Mr. Scharnhorst in a later i sue of the ame publication
(Vol. TIl, July 1868) was Alger's e ay titled "Literary Pen
sion ," which is reprinted beginning on Page 9.

~I hall top at the tavern. I uppo ther i
one?"

~Ye , and a good one, too."
~Do Buck till keep it?"
~Yes, he does. You know him, mayb ," aid th

driver curiou ly.
~I have heard of him," was th va ive r ply.
The hor e, for ther wa but on ,wa m antim

jogging along at a low pace, which app ar d to
content th driver, who wa paring of th whip.

~Who live there?" a ked the trav ler, pointing
to a two- tory hou of plain xt rior on th right
hand side of the road.

~Dr. Duk ," wa the r ply. ~Poor man, It'll b
ad Chri tma for him."
~Why o?" a k d the traveler qui kly.
~Becau e he' going to 10 e the old hou e he'

lived in for forty year ."
~Why hould he 10 it?"
~B cau Squire Elmore' got a h avy mortgage

on it, and he's mad up hi mind to take po
ion a oon a Christma i ov r."
~But how came there to be a mortgag on it? I

thought - at lea t I hould imagin that th
doctor' practice would have kept him from any
n ed of mortgaging hi hou e."

~Well. 0 it would if he hadn't b n unfortu
nate."

"In what way?"
"He lent hi name to a friend of hi to g t him

into bu ines ,and th man fail d, and the do tor
10 t two thou and dollar that way. Then again hi
eye ight fail d all at on ,and h b am 0 n ar
blind that he couldn't practice mu h. So h ' b n
oblig d to live mo tty on th mon y he rai don th
mortgage for the la t three or four y ar ."

"Dr. Duke blind?" exclaimed th young man in
a tone in which urpri and pain w re blended.

"Well, not quite. He can ee folk ifth yar 10
to him. But he don't venture out much."

"Do you know," a ked the trav I r after a littl
pause. "What is the amount of the mortgag ?"

~It'snin teenhundr ddollar ,Ib Ii v .You
there's the hou e, and about ix a r ofland. It'll
about br ak the old man' heart to I v th hou
and the orchard. That ha be n hi prid . About
the nice t apple anywh r round hav b n rai d
in Dr. Duke' orchard."

~Wher i he going when he give up th hou ?"
"I don't know where he can go. H' u d up

about all hi money, and I'm afraid if om of hi
friend don't tep forward he'll hav to go to th
poorhou

(Continued 01/ Page 5)
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t£tfitor's note6oo{

Keeping eBay afe for all of u
Attention, eBay shoppers - Big Brother is watching!
In our la t issue, we reprinted an article from the

Chicago Tribune on eBay and other on-line auction
ervic and how they have r volutionized the way we,

a collector , go about finding that one elu ive object 
or book, in the ca e of H.A.S. members.

Just a thi ewsboy was going to press, we came
acro s another article on eBay, thi one from the Wash
ington Po t, by David Streitfield. It focuses on an i sue
rai din th pr viou articl , but discu d only briefly:
How do w avoid being ripped off by orne un crupu-
lou ller?

f cour e, eBay, by far the dominant Internet auction
ite (7.7 million u ers, and growing daily) combats fraud

with its Feedback ection, a sort of "community watch"
program, in which buyers and sellers are encouraged to
po t comments on the site concerning their experiences.
U a II r r c ives a negative feedback reaching a certain
level, he' ff the site permanently. But as the Chicago
Tribune article stat d, ome sellers create multiple e
mail addr ses to tay ahead of "the law."

And who i th law? one other that Rob hesnut, a
former federal pro cutor in Alexandria, Va., who, along
with hi wife, fellow lawyer Angela Malacari, head up
eBay' Fraud Prevention Department. Angela, like Rob,
comes from government service, formerly an agent
with the Immigration and aturalization Service.

"Rob wa the lone sheriff initially," Angela told the
Washington Po t. "But that's ridiculous - you need an
entir d partment."

f cour e, book collector are among the most
h norabl hobbyi ts. In all my years of collecting, I
hav n v r be n ripped off by a dealer or f Ilow
collector. Ye , there are instances I've heard about from
fellow colI ctor , but they have b en relati ely few. We,
as m mb r of th Horatio Alger Society, should be
thankful we belong to such an honorable hobby.

In fact, Rob hesnut and Angela Malacari note that
con idering th unb lievable amount of -commerce on
eBay ( orne 350,000 new items are posted for auction
ach day), the amount of rip-off are relatively few.

Still, they report that dozens of auctions are stopped
daily for various r a on .

The mo t farnou ca e was the man attempting to
auction a kidney earli r thi year over eBay. Selling
human organs for profit over the Internet is trictly

prohibited, for obvious reasons.
Then there was the case of the allegedly lovelorn

young man from Florida trying to lose his virginity by
offering hi ervic s ov r eBay arlier till fall. He wa
tracked down and charged with prostitution.

The main cases of fraud involv lling an item that
isn't a adverti ed. In the field of Alger collecting, ome
one could attempt to sUa book a a fir t edition when it,
in fact, is a reprint. I don't think any Partic'lar Friend
would fall for that, particularly if you have your Bennett
or Gardner bibliography handy and know the first
edition points. Al 0 during the auction proce s, the
pro pective bidder can make inquirie to the seller for
more sp cific information about an it m.

In the Washington Post article, he nut relates an
experience concerning port memorabilia, by far one of
the leading categorie of fake items being offered over
the Internet. In fact, the current i ue of eBay Magazine
addre es this issue, listing Michael Jordan memorabilia
(with forged ignatur ) am ng the mo t prominent
fake items being bought and sold.

In the case mentioned in th article, a ba eball pur
porting to have b en signed by the late ew York
Yankees catcher Thurman Munson wa off r d for bids.
Che nut realized it was fak when he aw the ball al 0

was imprinted with the ignature f Am rican League
president Bobby Brown. The probl m? Brown became
pre ident of the AL in 1984, while Mun on died in a
private plane crash in 1979.

he nut recognized the man lling th item by his
eBay "handle," and notic d h wa al 0 bidding on this
and other of his own it ms to jack up the pric .

Che nut immediately e-mailed the perpetrator with
his standard message:

"We can't tolerate forged or fraudulent items. I'm
going to suspend your account."

With a simple click of a mou e, the Hender wa
electronically deleted from the site.

Other recent items bann d for ale by he nut and
his staff have included b ar claw, mat rial from
Cuba ( uch as illegally import d cigars), tuffed mi
gratory birds, police badges, share of stock, ative
American rna ks, bottl s of win , drug paraphernalia,
TV cable/ atellite de crambler , firework and grave-
tones, among other item. Many fall under afety

concern; others are imply illegal to be old in most
states.

"We all need rules to live by, and the Internet's no
different," Chesnut says. "W 'r po ting n w rules all
the time."

Onatypicaldayin arlyD cemb r,3.36millionitem
were registered for sale in 2,568 categori s. As members
of the Horatio Alger Soci ty know, u d and rare books

(Continued on Page 19)
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DR. DUKE
A CHRISTMAS STORY

(Continued from Pa e 3)
"N v rl" x laim d the young man mphati

ally.
"Mayb you know him?" aid the driver keenly.
"Without knOwing him I am willing to ontribut

fIfty dollar towards k ping him from uch humili
ation. Sur ly th r ought to borne of hi friend in
the village who would give as much as a trang r."

"W ll, it' mo tly v ry on for him If," aid th
driv r."I wouldn't mind givin' omethin' myself, for
he av d my litU girl' Ii~ wh n h wa ick of

arlet fever la t wint r, but folk i pr tty lfi h
gen rally. and don't ar mu h for what happ n
to other peopl ."

By thi tim th Yhad reach d the tav rn. Itwa
one of tho e old-fashioned structures broad on th
ground, with a long piazza in front. and ri ing to
the h ight of two torie only. The traveler jump d
ou t of th wagon, carp t bag in hand, and enter d
throu h the op n door.

"Iwonderwhohei ?"thoughtthedriv r.lh re'
om thin' about hi fa that e m familiar, but

I an't t II wh re I've m t him, or whether I've ever
en him b for. S m to tak a great int re tin

Dr. Duk , thought he ay he' a tranger. 'Taint
verybody that would giv fifth dollar for a man

who wa no kith nor kin to him."
M anwhile our trav I r all d for a room, wh r

he made a ha ty toilet. and th n went down to
upp r.

Th r wer eight or t n p r on at the table,
mo tofwhomdir t d uriou glanc atthen w-
omer, but none app ar d to know him. He eem d

india r nt to th ir in p ction, ating hi upp r
qUietly, and an wering ourt ou ly but briefly all
r mark addr s d to him. Aft r upp r h took
out a igar. and aunt ring into the public room,
at down by th tov and Ii ten d to the onver
alion going on around him.

Th r wa half a doz n m n pre nt who wer
go iping about variou subJ t.

At length, on said, "What' Squir Elmor
going to do with Dr. Duke' hou e?"

"I h ar that h i going to put a nephew of hi
into it."

"What nephew?"
"B n Willis; you rememb r him, don't you?

U ed by be round h r a a boy om ten y ar
in e,"

"Where i he now?"
"In Clar mont. He' got a wife. I h ar. H 'll Uk

th doctor' place. He ha n't forgotten how the
apple ta te in the old man' or hard."

" 0, I guess not. He hooked many an appl
when h wa a boy, and u d to om her and
hi uncle. Who'd ver hav thought that th tim
would come when he would be th rna t r of th
old place. and the doctor be turned out to di , in
th poorhou e most likely."

"It' a harne, Th do tor i a good old man."
"So he i , but h ' be n unfortunate,"
"How long is it ince hi on Jam ran away

from home?"
"Ten year , i n't it?"
" 0, eleven. I know, becau my girl, Dora, wa

an infant then, and now he' going on for tw Iv ."
"Well, it' a gr at pity, but I uppo it an't b

help d."
"Not unless ornebody found to pay th

money."
"That i n't likely."
"Squire Elmore i rath r hard on th old man."
"Yes, h ought not to b , though. If it hadn't

be n for the do tor, mo t lik ly th Squir would
have died when h wa so i k four year ago."

"That won't w igh with him, now h ' w ll."
"No; he' a littl too fond of mon y."

CHAPTERU
Dr. Duk and hi wife at in th ir plain itting

room, dimly light d by a common tallow andl .
The doctorwa I aning ba k in an a y hair, hi

feet resting on the fender. Hi hair was whit a
driv n now, and gave hi rna iv head a grand
appearance. His ightle y did not p nnit him to
r ad. The expre ion of hi fac wa ad, y t
patient. He was not one to complain of th orrow
that had come upon him, though h ~ It it k nly.

Hi wiJi was ewing by the light of the andl .
Fit helpmat sh m d to the fin old man, a
he at th r , her u ual look of h nul r nity
louded by the thought pr nt to a h that th

morrow would be the la t Chri tma Day they
would be permitt d to ke p in th old hou that
had helter d them ever inc ,in th fir t flu h of
th ir married happine ,th Y t out tog th ron
the du ty turnpike of life.

"It em hard, Marg ry," aid th do tor at
length with a faint igh.

She did not n d to a k what. h kn w th
orrow that was in her hu band' h art.

"Ye ,G orge, but th r i one thingw mu tnot
(ContinI/cd on Page 6)
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DR. DUKE
A CHRISTMAS STORY

(Continued from Page 5)
forget. For forty years we have been permitted to
njoy the helter of thi belov d roof. That at lea t

can not be taken from u ."
"But to be turned out in our old agel"
"We have but few years before us now, and I

hav faith that God' m rcy which has followed us
thu far will still be continued to u ."

"W fiU t go to the alm -hou e, Margery."
"Let u b thankful, George, that we have v n

that r fug to look to. Our friend may be touched,
but aft r all ther are other better than we who
have b n r duc d to the ame alternative."

"P rhap you are right. In time I may learn
r ign tion, but it i not that ea y Margery - "

Rat, tat, tat, ounded the old-fashioned kno ker
with a loud noi that echo d through the hou

Mrs. Duke arose and taking the flickering candle
w nt to th door.

She did not recognize her vi itor. It wa the
trang r who had that night arriv d at the tav
rn.

"Won't you orne in, sir?" he aid he itatingly.
"Thank you," h aid." I hould like to ee your

hu band and your If a few minute ."
H wa ushered into the itting-room. Ther

wa an xpr ion of trong emotion on his fac
wh n hi yes re t d on the old doctor itting
patiently in his chair.

"Ag ntleman who ha aIled to ee you, George,"
xplain d hi w.

"I am glad to e you, ir" aid the do tor,
un on iou ly using th old expre ion. "I hould
b rath r, ifl w r not blind, a you ee," h added,
orr ting him elf. "Will you be eated?"

"thank you," wa the r ply, poken in a low
voi .

Th vi itor tum d toward the old lady, and
look d eame tly at her, and the tears ro e to hi
ey ,though h did not ob erv them.

"You do not know me, Dr. Duke," he aid at
length, but I hav om from on whom you know
w 11- your on Jame .

"Jame I"Whatdoyouknowofhim?Ishealiv?"
Dr. Duke and hi wife poke together, and

waited th an w r with anxiety.
"Y ,h i well. He end his love, and hope

you hav forgiven him for all the troubl h ha
au d you."

"He wa forgiven long ago. Where i he?"
"It was in Australia I m t him."
'And he is there now?"
"He wa there Ix month ago."
"How does he look?" a ked the mother. "It is

almo t twelve y ars sinc h w nt away - a long,
weary time."

"He ha chang d mu h, probably: Ido not think
you would know him."

"I hould know him," said Mrs. Duk . 'A mother
cannot be deceived."

"Ar you ur of that?" aid th trang r in a
peculiar tone.

The old lady looked up qUickly. She took the
candle, and walked up to the peaker, and gazed
eagerly in hi face.

"Ye , mother," he aid, miling."1 am James,
come home to pend Chrt tma with you. Am I
welcome?"

A flood of happy tear , and the joyful old lady
was clasped in the strong arm of h ron.

"Now father, it i your tum," and Jame bent
over and ki s d hi father' heek, clasping hi
hand in a trong gra p.

"Welcome, weI orne, my on," said th old man.
"You are welcome to your fath r' hom ,a long as
he has one."

"By the way, father, what i thi I h ar about
your 10 ing the old homestead? is it true?"

"Too true, Jame . I 10 t om mon y by tand
ing surety for your uncl , and for the last four
years my bIindnes ha interfer d with my profe -

ional duties.
"Who hold the mortgage?"
"Squire Elmore."
"For what amount?"
"With intere t, about two thou and dollars."
"Surely the old place i worth more than

that?"
"It i well worth thr ,but th SqUire i a hard

man at a bargain. He will forc a sal , and real
estate i low now. Th r will not b much left. He
want it for hi n phew, I b Ii ve."

"His nephew shall never have it, father."
"But we cannot h lp it."
"I can h Ip it. I have not b n away from home

ten y ars for nothing, fath r. Wh n will thi mort
gage fall due?"

"We hav order to va ate th hou day after
tomorrow. We will eat one more Chri tma dinner
in th old hou

"Aye, and more than one, if it plea e God. Set
your mind at rest about this mortgage, father. I
will pay it.
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~Will you not rippl your If, Jam ?"
~I ould pay it ten time over and yet have

om thing left. But I t Squire Elmore till think
you in hi power. To avoid u picion I will go back
to th tav rn tOnight."

~But you will dine with u tomorrow. Jame "
aid hi moth r.
~Ye , mother. Hav you mon y to buy what i

n dful?"
~I hav ten dollar ,Jame . I int nded to be very

onomical with it. but now I will not pare it."
"That i right. mother."
So Chri tmas Day am and went, and it wa

not v n known that anyone ate dinner with th
do tor's family.

Th day u eding, Squir Elmore. accompa
nied byhi neph w, kno ked at the front door with
an air of authority.

~W mu t fix up th hou for you, B n." h
aid, while th yw r waitingadmi ion. ~Acoupl

of bay window, on in ea h front room. will
mod rniz th hou e. and much improve it."

~Y ,un Ie. it i altog th r too old fa hioned
now."

The door wa op n d. and Mr . Duke admitted
them.

~Walk in, gentlem n," h aid.
~I am orry to om on 0 painful an errand,

Mr .Duk ," aid th Squir . ~Do tor, how do you
do? Thi i my neph w, Mr. Willi -little Ben. you
know. I bell ve he u ed to make fr e with your
appl . H \ittl thought that h would be the
owner of th or hard."

~No. r uppo not,'· aid th do tor, almly.
~I am orry you have been unfortunate, Doc

tor," aid th young man. ~l don't hardly fe I right
in turning you out. But up and down. you know.
That i th w Yof th world."

~Ye ,r uppose 0."

~I low oon an you go, Do tor?" a ked th
Squir . ~You don't eem to have done anything
about moving."

~No. Squire Elmore, I hop d an arrangement
might b made 0 that I ould taya littl longer."

~I am orry, Doctor. but it i impo ible. You
had notice om w ek ince. Myn phewwant to
move in at on e."

~May I now tay till N w y ar' Day?"
~Sorry to r fuse, but it can·t make much differ

enc to you. while it would eriously inconve
nien e u ."

"I uppo I mu t go to th aIm -hou
~You will b w 11 taken are of there."
~Howwouldyoulik togoth r ,Squire Elmore?"

~Youarejoking,Do tor," aidth quir haugh
tily. ~at is different. of cour ."

~I hall not mov out." aid th do tor ftrmly.
~till I get ready."
~en I shall tum you out." aid th Squir

angrily.
~Not if I pay the mortgag ."
"That you cannot do."
~Wil1 you tell m th amount?"
~With interest it amount to nin t en hundr d

and fifty- ev n dollar ."
~Jame I"
A trong man in who bronzed fac ther wa

till a re emblance to th do tor' rna iv Ii a
tur walked qui tly into the room.

~th1 i my on," aid Dr. Duk proudly. ~H will
pay the mortgage, and then I uppos you will not
in i t on my leaving the hou

"Your onl" choed the Squir ,hi a toni h
m nt qualing hi di may.

~Ye , Squire Elmore," aid the young man. "I
have orne home in time to r u my fath r from
your tender mercie .Th hou e that ha helter d
him for forty year hall helt r him to the nd of
hi day, please Godl Th re i your mon y. ir.
PI a e ountit."

~It i correct. said the Squire, re trall n. ~I am
glad you have pro p red 0 well, Mr. Duk ."

"Thank you ir. Good dayl"
SqUire Elmor aw that hi pr n wa not

de ir d, and beata retreat. followed by hi n ph w.
~Now father and mother." aid Jam ,taking

hand of each. ~It hall be my aim to make your
latter day comfortabl. H n forth w will Bv
together. happy in ea h other' affe tion. and if
God will . w will pa many a merry Chri tma
y t b neath the roof of the old hom t adl"

~God be thankful for hi abounding m r i I"
aid Dr. Duke, lifting his ightle ey to Heav n,

and hi wife and on br athed a fi rv nt Am n.

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
• •
• •• •
: Visit the official Horatio A~er :
• •
: society Internet site at: :
• •• •
: www.ihot.com/-has/ :
• •• •• ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
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How much would you
pay for these Algers?

By William R. Gowen (PF-706)

A r b k for ale on the Internet alway a adver
tised? That question is rhetorical. Of course they

ar n't - and not ju t becau e the seller is trying to put
om thing over on th buyer. All of us who have col

lected Algers or oth r de irable old seri s books run into
this situation again and again. Mo t of the time it is
imply a lack of knowledge on the part of the eller.

I d cid d to use Pre ident Arthur Young' column,
which i completed on thl page, a a departure point,
and I k in mor detail at several of the 46 Alger books
pric d at $100 and up which he notes a being r cently
offer d for ale v r Advanced Book Exchange (ABE).
Y u will e that there is definitely a ca e of caveat emptor
at work hr. For xample:

Iger, Horatio Jr. Luke Walton or, the hicago News
boy. Porter & oates 1889 Philadelphia. VG to near fine 1st
edition HB from the Way to ucceed eries. This copy in tan
cloth with red, black and gilt pictorial and titles. Very bright wi
light smudge on spine minor rubs and 2 oft corners. Endpa
per are 2 different pictures, with young fisherman on front and
readers in window seat in back. Both in rich color. There are
four (4) full-page drawings including frontispiece. This is a
most attractive copy. .. 150.00.

Editor's comment: Thi is not a fir t edition; even if it
w r , $150 is a little high an asking price (Mattson's
price guid lists th high rang of it valu at $100).

Iger, Horatio Jr. Luke Walton. Henry T. Coates 1889
I t edition. .. 150.00.

Editors comment: Another copy of the ame title,
and bvioll ly not a fir t dition, which is the Porter &

oate "apples" (fruit and leaves) edition. Again, a
tru fir t dition i pu hing the env lope at $150.

Iger Horatio. RaggedDick; or, Street Life in ew York with
the Boot-Blacks. Bo ton: Loring, Publisher, 319 Washington

President's co{umn
(Continued from Pa e 2)

tion i achi vabl , and can further t stify that for a
number of d al r , th et pric i non-negotiable.

Book pricing i certainly complex, somewhat idio-
yncratic, and n th high ide for book deal rs lling

on the Internet. Parenthetically, Internet auctions have
b c m even more polariz d, with a very few items
going f r unpredictably high prices, and many others

treet (1868). First edition, very early issue, in the original green
blindstarnped binding with gilt stamped spine. Engraved title
shows Dick by himself. One page of ads, but listing projected
titles III, IV, V and VI under the' Ragged Dick erie." Three
plates. Yellow endpapers. 296 pp., complete. Book is very
slightly cocked, there are a few slight nicks to the spine ends,
there is a small outline on the front free endpaper recto and
pastedown opposite from an old cutout of a little girl; other
wise a nicely intact and altogether sound copy. .. 765.00.

Editor's comment: While do , this i llQt a fir t
edition as described by either Gardner or B nnett. A true
fir t dition lists the book adverti ements under the
"Ragged Dick Serie "as the present title, plus "II. Fame
and Fortune; or the Progr of Richard Hunter. (In
December.)" In summary, should you pay $765 for a
non-first edition of this titl ? I know I wouldn't.

Alger, Horatio, Jr. Abraham Lincoln, The Backwoods
Boy, or How a Young Railspli/ler Became President. ew
York. John R. Anderson & Henry . Allen. 1883 loth. Very
GoodIN/A. 1st d. 1st issue. 8vo. A few B&W illustrations.
Decorative cover. Very scarce book. .. 900.00.

Editor's comment: Yes, thi is a first edition, but not
as carce a the II r ay, and it' worth $900.
(Mattson' price guide list it value as up to $175).

Iger, Horatio, Jr. Jed, the Poorhouse Boy. John
Winston, 1899. .. 175.00.

Editor's comment: Although not bill d a a fir t
edition (which is by Henry T. Coates), no Winston
reprint is worth $175. The Mattson price guide Ii ts th
high-range value of the oat s fir t edition at $125.

Alger, Horatio, Jr. Grand'ther Baldwin's Thanksgiving.
With Other Ballads and Poems. Bo ton: Loring, 1875 First
Edition. Publisher's cloth, an exceptionally fine and bright
copy. A remarkably important association copy, inscribed by
the author, "J.T. Trowbridge from his friend Horatio Alger,
Jr., Aug. 1882.' Alger was, by far, nineteenth-century
America's pre-em inent author of boy's book . Trowbridge,
poet and editor, wrote the tremendously popular books
Cudjo's Cave and Jack Hazard. .. 6,500.00.

Editor's comment: This is the Alger fir t dition for
the collector who has ev rything - plus a lot of money.

elling for lower price than those books being sold by
book eIJers. It would be inter sting to compar identical
books from book dealer with th variou auctions to
d t rmine irnilariti sand divergencie .

In the interim, may the be t book f r th I a t price
mak its way to your hive .

Your Partie'lar Friend,
Arthur P. Young (PF-941)
912 Bord nAve.

ycamore, IL 60178-3200
-mail: ayoung@niu. du
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The Werner connection
or, Tracinq the roots ofset7en Alqer publishers

Paul E. Werner

By Bradford S. Chase (PF-412)

Paul E. W rn r wa a late 19th and early 20th
Century printing and publi hing mogul located in
Akron, Ohio. I'll b t you a cookie (as my Mother

used to ay) that he never dreamed, whenh establi hed
the Wern r Printing and litho-
graphing ompany in 1886, that
he'd b viewed as th father and
grandfather of seven compani
that publi hed reprint work by
Horatio Alg r, Jr. He probably
knew of Alger as they wer con
ternporarie in the book busines .
In fact, ju t after 1910, eleven
year after Alger's death, Wern r
likely fathered at I ast on t of
Alger reprints himself when he
own d The New W rn r om-
pany.

My n xt b k on Alger book
format will feature 12 of the
mall r Alger reprint publi h

ing companie . Since in each of
myfourpr viou bo k onlyon
publishing company was th
ubj ct,handlingtw Iv compa

nies with 43 format in on book
has b come a considerable chal
leng . Whil doing re earch on
all th format products of th
twelve publi hers, I hav been
truck by the imilarity of for

mats (some are actually identi
cal) produc d by companies with different names, ome
time located in different cities.

Publishing companies, sized to fit their market
One mu t appr ciat that publishing companie pr 

ducing Alger and other children' books at the turn of
this ntury vari din ize and activity.

For xample, the M.A. Donohue ompany was a
larg all-purpo printing and pubIi bing hou e in hi
cago producing Alger b tween the early 1900 and
1930. Th ew York Book ompany, which produc d
Algers and other juveniles from 1908 through World
War I, wa lik lya one- or two-room op ration located
in a building in New York ity and was a publishing-

only subsidiary of a larger publishing and printing firm.
The Whitman Publishing 0., which produced Alger
from 1921 through 1933, was e tablished originally in
1907byMr. E. A. Wadewitz in Racine, Wis. At that time
it was known as the West Side Printing Co. ver the

year it grew from a mall printer
in a cellar on State Str et into a
huge multi-million dollar world
wide publishing conglomerate
that operate today a the We t
ern Publi bing Company, Inc.

Likewi e, the 12 compani I
am now tudying also vary in
size from very mall single-pur
pose publisher located in one or
two room to multi-purp e
printers, publishers, lithogra
pher and bind r lik Th
Werner Printingand lithograph
ing ompany of Akron, hio.

ver th years Werner grew and
diminished in it publishing and
printing activitie occasionall
pinning off different function

which became new companie ,
or dissol ing function ntir ly
a it adjusted to ever changing
bu iness condition .

What I have found far i
that ven of the 12 Alg r r print
publishing compani that 1 am
tudying can trac their root t

Paul E. Werner. Thi article e 
plores the Werner/Alger publishing lineage and th
associated Alger formats.

Paul E. Werner, entrepreneur
Paul E. Werner wa born in Wurt mb rg, rmany,

in 1850 and came to this country in 1867 a a boy of17. He
worked a a clerk for s veral y ars and in 1874 purcha d
a mall Akron n w paper, The Germania.

In 1878, he founded the Sunday Gazette and then
added the daily and weekly Tribunes to hi growing
busines . He soon r alized that the n w pap r publi h
ing business in a town the size of Akron wa very limit d
anddispo edofitin1884. Wernerth nconc ntrat dhi

(Continued on Page 10)
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The Werner Company printing complex in Akron, Ohio, around the turn of the century.

The Werner connection
(Colltinued from Pa e 9)

ffort on printing, binding and lithography acti itie ,
incorporating as Th Werner Printing and Lithograph
ing ompany in 1 6.

The Saalfield Publishing Company spins off
In 1 92 W rnercon olidated with the R. S. Peal Book

Publi hing ompany of Chicago and a portion of the
B df rd larke o. and nlarged th bu ine con id r
ably. Among th book published were the Encyclopcedia
Britannica, b autifully illu trated art books, travel books,
dictionari and chool textbooks. The depre sion of
1 93 cau d riou financial problem for Mr. W rner'
bu ine and he old the book publi hing department to
it manag r at that tim ,Arthur J. aalfield. Mr. Saalfield
f rm d th aalfield Publi hing Company, which Alger

011 t rs will r cogniz as a publi her of reprint Alger
bo k in th 1921 through 1928 era. (See Fonnat 0.1).

In 1 94, th W rn r Printing and Lithographing m
pany wa r organiz d a The W rner ompany. In a
f w y ar , that c mpany wa 0 n on the wrong nd of
a uit fil d by the Encyclopredia Britannica ompany
limit d, of l ndon, claiming W rn r had "pirat d" it
encyclop dia. W mer 10 t the ca and reportedly had
to pay m r that a million dollar in damage.

A cond setback for The Werner Company came
inthe1906-190 p riod,wh nitfoundit elfin a battle
with th printers' union during which ther wa a
onviction of a loyal worker for th fatal hooting of a

union organiz r. Th bu ine rever e b gan to

waken the company ub tantially.

Bankruptcy produces The New Werner Company
Mr. Werner' c mpany gr w during the early year

to form a huge complex of building in Akron which
carried out all a p ct of large- cal book manufactur
ing, including printing, publishing, lithographing and
binding. The bu in wa locat d on a larg tract ofland
locat d at the corner of Perkins and Union Str ts.

In 1909, The W mer ompany failed. Amazingly,
however, it wa purcha d back on year later by Mr.
Wern rand som a ociate. They call d th n w firm
Th ew Werner ompany, which truggl d along for
four years; then, it too went bankrupt. It wa under thi
la t company imprint that W mer dir ctly publi h d
r print Alger books. (See Fonnat 0.2).

The Maclellan·N·Y·Publishers tie to Werner
A third publi her having a W rner ti which pub

lish d reprint Alg r wa th Maclellan- -Y-Publish r
company, which ha a Jan. 6,1911 incorporation date in

wYork and a 147FourthAv ., wYorkaddr .In
oth r Maclellan Alger copie I found a orth Union and
P rkins Str t addr in Akron.

In ew York, th busin s wa likelyahole-in-the-wall
op ration a it had th am addr a an th r mall,
ingle-purp Alg r publisher,Th ew York Book om

pany. But ince ome Macl llan Alger copie also hav
the ameaddre sa The ewWem r ompany(Perkins
and Union tr t, Akron) I'd gu that Maclellan dealt
in both publi hing and whole aling of book with an
office for b th function located omewh r in th ew
Werner building complex, a w 11 a N w York ity.
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I'd al 0 b t a cookie (thanks again to Mother!) that
MacL llan wa very small and pecializ d in bringing
togeth r a copyright hold r and a printer/binder with
th book mark t, both whol sal and retail.

ne of the Alger format produced by Werner and
MacLellan eparately between 1910 and 1914 has iden
tical cover and pine characteri tic . (See Format 0.2).
Th cover is four and thr e-quarter inch by even and
on -quarter inch in size and one-half to three-quarter of
an inch thick, d P nding upon th length of th tory.
For thi format, Macl llan ha both gold and black
I ttering on th cover and spin ,while ew Wern r
c pi shave ju t the black I tt ring.

I'd gu ,aft r my in p ction of the am Alger titl
for this format and using inscription date ,that MacLellan
produced Alg r fir t in the 1910 through th 1912 tim
frame. ub quent printing of the ame format wa
don by Th ew Wern r mpany. w W rner pro
duc d only one Alger format, whereas Maclellan pro
duc dati a tfiv oth rAlgerformat ,includingdoubl
title and oft cover volum s.

In Roy B. Van D vier' July 1956 Dime ovel
Round-Up article, "The ld Werner PubIi hing om
pany," he ref renc s a lett r xchange h had with Mr.
D ni R. Roger, th minent authority of Edward S.
Elli format. B th Van D vi rand Rog r refer to
copi of The Boy Hunters of Kentucky by Ellis which
ar identical format but hav two differ nt publi her
imprint: one by the ew Werner ompany and the
oth r by Macl lIan- -Y-Publi h r company.

ither Van D vier nor Roger could find any infor
mation about th MacLellan -Y-Publi h r company,
how r. I hav arch d for incorporation pap rs in
both ew York and hi and examined a variety of
other ba ic r f r nc ourc and find no record or even
m ntion of th MacLellan- -Y-Publi h r company.
Hower, it wa cl ar to R grand Van De eir then a
it i to me today that th format produc d by the two
companie r fl ct a direct and do e relation hip.

The Superior Printing Company - a new name
In 1914, th lithographic divi ion of the ew W rn r

ompany wa old and the name of the remaining print
ing and publi hing divi ion wa changed to the Supe
rior Printing ompany. Thi i the fourth company that
lat ron publi h d Alg r book. (See Format 0.3).

uperior produced two Alg r format about 1916, one
for hard-eo r b ks and th oth r for paperbacks. Th
hard cover format is hown h reo The covers are four and
thr -quart rs by ven and one-quart r inch in ize and

ven-eighths of an inch thick. They come in tan, light and
dark blue and brown cloth and have seen on b th the
cov r and pin which duplicat earlier pin and co er
d igns of Alg rs publish d by th A. L. Burt ompany.
Thi Sup riorcov rwa alsou dpr viou lybyMacLellan

to cover one of its double-title volum providing furth r
evidence of close Maclellan/Werner ti .

Ju t after Superior wa formed, Paul W mer I ft and
organized a rubber manufacturing company in Kan a .
So ends Mr. Werner's dir ct involvement in pinning off
companie that produced Alger boo .

The Saalfield, Goldsmith and World Syndicate tie
The Werner linkage of the next thr compani

imilar to the MacLellan- -Y-Publi hers/ ew W mer
ompany r lationship in the haring of identical for

mats. The Werner tie i through the aalfield Publi hing
ompany, which I hav found to hav a total f ix

different Alger formats. One of the ix format i th ke
link her betw n the Saalfield, oldsmith and W rid
Syndicate companie . (See Format o. 1).

The format is plain withnoillu tration ofany typ n
the spine or cover. Only the Alger title i on the co r in
black ink and the title and the nam Al ER in black i n
the spine. The cover has a black bord r around the dg
and i four and ev n-eighth by n and five-eighth
inche in ize and about one inch thick. I've found thi in
blue, r d, brown, gray, tan and r d color d cloth. Th
paper is of poor quality and th r i on poorly drawn
illustration a the fronti piece. The other five aalfi ld
format ar all different in that they ar mall rand
thinner in ize and have applique on the front co

This plain Saalfield format, Black Border, wa f und
identically published by two other companie that pro
duced r print Alger: The G Idsmith Publi hing m
pany and The World yndicate Publi hing ompany.
( ee also Format 0 1).

In fact, it is impo ible to pick up an Alger Black
Bord r format and t 11 from the cov r which of th thr
publisher produced it. What th busine relation hip
wa b twe n the Saalfield, old mith and World yndi
cate companies is still unknown. What i known, how-

ver, i that the original plate u d to produc th
Saalfield Alger ,were al 0 u ed by Gold mith and World
Syndicate a videnc d by xamining book charact ri 
tics such a text imperfections.

Al 0, non of Alg r produc d by th the pub-
li hers ha page number ,quite unu ual for an Alg r by
any publi h r. In addition, all thr compani produ d
the same Alg r title ; and the in ide pag s are identical

cpt, of cour e, for c rtain portion of the title page .

The World Publishing Company linkage
The la t company that can be r lat d to th W m r/

Alger lineage i The World Publi hing ompany. Thi
company only produc done Alg r format and it i
identical to one of the ix WoridSyndicat Algerformat .
(See Format 04).

The covers of thi format are four and v n- ighth
by ev n and five-eighth inche and fiv - ighth inch

(Col1til1ued 011 Pa e 12)
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The Werner connection
(Continued from Page 11)

thick. The title i in ilv ron th COy r as is the bord rat
th out ide edge. The pine how the title in the middle
in ilv r. The binding cloth for the whole format i only
found in r d and blue color .

From the out ide, th e two covers are indistinguish
able by company. This show a direct tie between the
World and World Syndicate Publishing Companie . In
fact, r arch show that in 1940, The World Publishing

ompany ucc ed d th World Syndicate Publi hing
ompanya a busine s ntity. Inscription date found

I nd further cred nce to thi ti .

Other linkages
It i worth mentioning, too, that one oth r of the
Id mith Alg r format ( mall shelf of books d ign at

th top of a plain co er) was aJ 0 produced by the World
Syndicat Publi hing ompany. The in ide pag of
the e format are also identical except for the title pages.
Thi i further e id nc that a trong tie existed b tw n
th e two compani .

upporting thi lin ag conc pt b tw en th
companie with Wern r root, are the date the com
pani produ d Alg r . For ample, we noted abo
that Th ew Wern r ompany and The MacLellan- 
Y- mpany had id ntical format. It i not urpri ing
thatbothcompanie produc dAlger inthe1910to1915
tim fram , according to in cription dat . The Sup rior

ompany produc d Alger from 1915 through 1920,
having b th paperback and hard-eover formats and
pr ducing 69 Alg r title.

aalfield tarted producing Algers about 1922 for a f w
y ars. From about 1925 the printing plat for the Black
Bord r format w r appar ntly pa sed on to old mith,
which i u d th am format and tit! from 1926 through
1929, and th n on to World yndicate Publishing om
pany, which is u d th am 12 tit! in the arne format
fr m 1930 through 1 35. Th World Publishing ompany,
which ucc ded W rld yndicate in 1940, then publish d
on of World Syndicate' formats from 1940 through at
1 t 1942, according to my inscription dates.

The impact of choosing which books to publish
Paul . W rn r had an impact on how many and

whatweAlgerenthusia t collecttoday,e en though he
n v r w uld ha dr am d that to be the ca e, particu
larly 0 r one hundr d year after he fir t tart d hi
printing activiti .

But the tory go much further than the collecting of
Alg r . Pr duct r ulting from the AlgerIW rn r lin-
ag ofth ev ncompani weremostlyine pen iv

r ion c ntainingcond n ed texts thatwer produc d
by th million. Th y wer p cifically made for the

mas market and probably distributed wid ly through
the five-and-dime and other ubiquitou r tail outlet
frequently isited by young reader of th day.

Alger's storie ur ly in pir d thou and upon thou
and of young ters during the fir t thr e decad of this

century to strive, ri e, be hone t and work hard.
Tho e principles mu t have help d young readers

immen ely later as m n and women who faced a deva 
tating depres ion in a positive and constructive way and
had to endure the rigor of World War II. Th ir uc
ce es speak for thems Ives. It is that generation that
television new ca t r Tom Brokaw r fer to in hi 1998
bestseller as "The Greate t Generation."

To that end, ofcour ,w hay HoratioAlg r,Jr.to
thank for providing the ba ic me age in tory form.
But we also have Paul Werner and ub quent r lated
Alger reprint publisher to thank as well. It wa they
who made the d ci ion about the actual book th
youth of the day would read.

Sources
1. Van Devier, Roy B. "The Old W rner Publishing

ompany of Akr n, hio". Dime ave) Round-Up,
July 15, 1956, Vol. 24, 07, Whole 0.2 6, Pag 49 -51.
My thanks to Randy 0 and J lavin 1II for providing
me copie of thi article.

2. Grismer, Karl H. Akron and Summit COl/nty, The
Summit County Hi torical Soci ty, Akr n, hio, 1950.

3. B aconJ b D partm nt, Fifty Years and Over, Third
Installment, with upplem ntal addition to 1 98, Ak
ron, Ohio, 1892.

4. Publishers Weekly, Vol. LXXIV, July-D c mber
1908, page 891, pictur of The Werner mpany; plu
Jan. 8, 1910, page 59 note that Th W rn r o. was
thrown into a recei r hip on p tition of P.. and Ed
Werner a the principal tockhold r ;The up rior Sav
ings and Tru t ompany wa appoint d R ceiver.

5. Tebb 1, John A. A History of Book Publi hing in the
United States, Vol. 11, w York and London, R. R.
Bowker 0., 1975. Page 44 .

6. "The History of ummit ounty and R pr tativ
itizens," Centennial Hi tory, pag 158-161 and 811- 12.

7. Westgard, Gilbert II, ewsboy, Vol. XXVI, Janu
ary IF bruary 1988, 0.4, "E isc rat d Editions", Pag
113. Detail how the old mith, Saalfield, World and
World Syndicate compani horten d th t of th
Alger storie they publi h d.

8. Brokaw, Tom. The Greate t Generation, Random
Hou e, ew York, 199 .

9. ineteen Alg r colI ctor who without h itation
completed a qu stionnaire 1 ent them to urv y their
individual coll ction ,providing information on the 12
publish r I am tudying for my next b k, Yen. of
which are di cu din thi articl . Thank y u for taking
the time to help me.
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Chester Ran~
HORATIO ALGER JR

Format No.1: This is one of six Saalfield
Alger formats; Goldsmith and World Syndi
cate also published this same format.

Format No.2: This Alger new Werner for
mat is identical to one of six formats pub
lished by Maclellan - N - Y - Publishers.
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In a New World
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Format No.3: Superiorpublished this hard
cover (adapted from an A.L. Burt design),
plus a set of paperback Algers.

Format No.4: This Alger World format is
identical to one of the six World Syndicate
formats.
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MEMBERSHIP
New members
Don Arnold (PF-I040)
P.O. Box 275
Milf rd, I 46542

o n, who i r tir d, has 24 Alger title in hi collec
tion. He also enjoys fishing and golf. He learned about
th Horatio Alg r Society from his daughter, Vicki
S hmucker.

Strive and Succeed Award
Each y ar, the Horatio Alger Soci ty hon

or a high chool senior who, in the time
honored tradition of Horatio Alger heroes,
ha v rcom p ronal obstacles in order to

t hi r h rear r path. Th check, which is
pres nt d to th r cipient during a ceremony
at th annual H.A.S. conv ntion, is intended
to h lp defray college expense .

Th Horatio Alger Society appreciates the
g nero ity of its memb rs in donating to th
H.A.5. Strive and Succeed Award fund. The
bel w Partic'lar Friends mad contributions
within th pa t year, Ii t d chronologically:

B rni Biberdorf (PF-524)
Marc C. William (PF-958)
Ralph J. Carlson (PF-955)
Bradford S. Chase (PF-412)
Ivan McClymont (PF-722)
Fred C. Walk r (PF-972)
Jim Thorp (PF-574)
Ruth W. Mill r (PF- 94)

Wally Parsons (PF-896)
Keith H. Thompson (PF-035)
Samuel T. Huang (PF-963)
Janice Morley (PF-957)
Michael Morley (PF-934)
Daniel M. Peter en (PF-200)
Rob rt L. G org (PF-498)
E. M. Sanchez-Saav dra (PF-788)
Murray D. Levin (PF-851)
D an C. Steele (PF-661)
James J. Lowe (PF-668)
Clyde E. Willis (PF-119)
Carl E. Wulff (PF-900)
Donald L. Cripe (PF-919)
Forest P. Porter (PF-834)
Paul A. Crip (PF-633)
Earl Reed Silv rs, Jr. (PF-I034)
Carol ackenoff (PF-921)
William J. MacRitchi (PF-914)
Robert A. Jones (PF-904)
Van Dael L. Mabrito (PF-883)
Robert L. Kersch (PF-946)
Bill Roach (PF-978)
David H. Mills (PF-474)
Mary Ann Ditch (PF-861)
P t r A. Scoll0 (PF-222)
Jam P. Brod rick (PF-912)
Edward T. LeBlanc (PF-015)
Arthur W. Smitter, Jr. (PF-952)
Edith J. Johnson (PF-385)
Ed Evans, Jr. (PF-I000)
Robert C. Lawle s (PF-924)
Sherwood E. Moore (PF-732)

FOR SALE
A large Horatio Alger, Jr. collection containing many first editions, quality reprints, paper
backs, periodicals and reference books.

Write or e-mail for a complete list, as follows:

E-mail: r.kasper@worldnett.att.net
Regular mail: RobertE.Kasper, P.O. Box70361,Richmond,VA 23255



November-December 1999 NEWSBOY Page 15

UTERARY PENSIONS
By Horatio Alger, Jr.

V:I w d in it bu in s a pe t. lit rature ha
in all ag pre nt d a di couraging pro pect
to tho who a pir d to omething mor than

th empty and unsub tantial honor of fame. It i
plea ant. certainly. to win th world' applau :
but then this will hardly omp n ate for a canty
board nd privation att nding a narrow in orne.
the proportion of author who have won an inde
penden e tri tly by th ir literary ffort. or b n
enabl d to live handsomely. is indeed very small. To

tlmat thi proportion at on in a hundr d would
probably be abov th mark. It would b easy. on
the oth r hand. to name ore ofr ally I brat d
author who have uffi r d the pin hing of relent
I s pov rty. or at lea t have be n only av d from
it by orne xtraneous assistance derived from
inheritan . privat patronag or publi om .

De pit th ob curlty in which th life of Homer
I v il d. It m g n rallyagr d that he wa in
humble ircum tn. if not in actual poverty.
When Horace. aft r the confi ation of hi prop rty
at Venu ia. am to Rom in th hope of arning
a livelihood by his p n. it wa to th lib rality of
M na he wa ind bted for th a e in which the
r maind r of hi li~ wa pa sed. Thi enabled him
to declin th po t of private r tary to th
Emp ror. whi h Augu tu . from nothing honor
abl to hims If. I aid to hav made.

The arne private patron Virgil wa ind bted for
th larg r part of hi Incom. Virgil wa ind d
ex ptionally fortunate. High In the favor of th
Imp rial family. h wa al 0 not without ub tan
tial gift from that ource. For the celebrat d
pa ag In th ixth book of th .../Eneid." com
men Ing with th lin . "0 nate. ingentem luctwn n
quaere Luorum. .. In which h r ~ r to the untimely
death of Mar ellu . th nephew and adopted son of
Augu tu . h i id to hav r eiv d from Octavia.
the afflict d mother. ten thou and e ter e p r
lin . R du d to our curr ncy. thi rate a $390.
being the lar e t remun ration probably received
by any po t. It I hardly fair. how v r. to r kon thl

urn a the I gitimate earnings of Virgil' p n.
Sallu t. the hi torian. liv d In luxury. it i tru : but
It wa on mon y accumulated by corrupt mean . it

Editor's note: This es ay by Alger was publi lIed in Public
pirit (Vol. /ll, July 1868). it was di covered and submitted

to ewsboy by Gary Scharnhorst.

i charged. whil h was pr tor of Numidia.
The office of po t-Iaureate at th Engli h ourt

ha contributed by It alary to reli v mor than
one minent man from the di omfort of pov rty.
Th emolument attach d to the om was but £ 100
and a tlerce of wine till Southey' time: it wa
afterward raised to £127. Yet thl mall urn was
probably by no mean a trifle to tho e who r c Iv d
it. Dryden. for in tance. who filled the offi from
1670 to 1689. I aid to hav old hi tran lation of
Virgil's "./Eneid" at the rate of ixp nc a lin . H
writ : "Why hav I grown old in eking 0 barr n
a reward a fame? The am parts and appli ation
which have made m a po t might hav rai d m
to any honor of the gown. which are often glv n to
m n of a little I arning and I hone ty than
my elf."

At the rat of ompensation abov m ntion d.
the translation of the entir po m of t n thou and
lin could have yi Id d him but tw Iv hundr d
dollar . which is rtainly in ignificant for th time
and labor expend d. to ay nothing of th plrit and

kill In which th ta k Is ex cuted. Yet thl ri to
magnlfic nt proportion wh n ompar d with th
urn r allzed by Milton for hi Immortal pi .

South y. Dryd n' u or In the omc of
laur ate. write . in 1819. to Scott: "Half my tim I

11 to th book ller. and half I re rv d for
work which will n v r pay for th pap ron whI h
th y are printed. but on which I r t my futur
fame."

Upto 1819Word worth' ntir lit raryr Ipts
had not amounted to £140. Hi main In om am
from orne private prop rty h wa fortunat nough
to po e . and a government offi - di tributor
of tamp fortheCountyofW tmor land-whi h
h obtain d through th influen e ofLord Lon dal .
In 1842 he gave up on hi office. and wa mad th
r Ipl nt of a pen Ion of £300. on whi h h wa
nabl d to live in omfort. In 1847. at th ag of
ixty-thre . Leigh Hunt r Iv d a p n Ion of£200.

which relieved him from pr Ing p uniary m
barrassment . Th latter day of Tom Hood w r
che red. and he wa par d th n ity of an
exertion whi h the ~ ble tat of hi h alth would
have made dUTicult. if not Impo ibl. by an allow
anc of£100. obtain d through Sir Rob rt P 1. Dr.
Thomas Di k. in pite of his Immens indu try. did
not r alize nough from hi num rou work to
yi ld him a comfortable upport. and who would
have died in de titutlon but for a mall p n Ion.
granted in hi old ag . No Engli h writer of a
form r day hav re Iv d 0 mu h for th Ir work a

(Continl/ed on Page 16)
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UTERARY PENSIONS
(Continued from Page 15)
Scott and Byron. but they were exceptional case
Pope. Dryden and many others were indebted for a
portion of the moderate uccess which attended
their works to the patronage ofnoblemen, who wer
indue d by fulsome dedications to take a certain
number of copi s.

It is humiliating to think that men of genius
hould feel it neces ary to de cend to uch gross

laudation of m n who derive today their own hold
upon the memory of posterity through their asso
iation with the work of men, who wer , in every

re pect except th ir so ial position. immeasurably
their sup rior .

Mrec na was a model patron. and required no
rift e ofdignity or elf-r p ct in those whom he

patronized. Witness the first epi tle of Horace, in
whi h the po t d elar in manly term that. if his
indep nd nce were compromised by the patronage
of hi friend, he would at once say "Far well to
fortune and w lcome povertyl" (Epist. I., 7).

Go"the was not dependent upon hi literary
ex rtion for th means of living. Whil yet a young
man h wa appointed Geheim Legation' Rath,
or Privy Councilor of Legation. with a alary of
1.200 thaI rs. S hiller printed his "Robbers" on his
own r spon ibility. no publisher being willing to
undertak it. He wa then urgeon of the ducal
army of W rtemberg. and derived an incom from
that our e. Toward the end ofhis life he wa on the
p n ion list of the Duk of W imar.

That writ r a a ela s are b tter comp n at d
than form rly. is undoubtedly tru . In Fran e,
S rib , Dumas and Victor Hugo have receiv d
imm ns urn in th aggr gat for their work .
Dramatic ompo ition. also in France, owing to
favorabl 1 gislation. is v ry liberally compensated.
In England. T nnyson receives munificent recom
p ns for what ver h choo es to writ . For a recent
production. his "Spiteful Letter," he was very much
ov rpaid. Ev n Tupp r. the mild moralist and
dealer in rhythmic platitudes. is enabled to live at
a on th profit of his v r e . The leading

novelist of England have fallen upon pro perou
day . riving thou and ofpound sterling om 
time for a ingle work. Periodical literature in
England al 0 off< r to all cIa s ofwriter of merit.
and to orne oflittle merit. a profitable and inviting
fi Id. Th ayi t who ontribute to th Saturday
Review. and periodicals of a kindred character.
r ceiv d price whi h may be considered fairly
r munerativ . Literature. in fact. ha been elevated

to an independent calling which may b safely
followed without th ominou prosp ct of an alms
house looming up at the nd of the journey.

Of course, there ar multitud of book , v n
there. which yield little or no profit to the author
perhaps prove a po itive los to both publi her and
author. But this must always be. Many of these
books do not d rYe to ucce d. Som possibly
posse real merit. But. generally speaking. it is
afer to follow a literary areer in England than in

America. A work here i consider d remarkably
ucce ful if yields th author a thou and dollar .

There are few which pay even this moderate com
p nation.

It ha been stated recently that. in pite of
Hawthorne' high reputation, the aggr gate al
of his books up to the present time have not
exceeded fifty thousand dollars. Al an average
profit of fifteen cent to the author per volume, thi
would make hi entire literary r c ipl only 7,500.
His "Life of Franklin Pierce." his poore t produc
tion. proved the most remun rativ . procuring him
the position of Consul to Liverpool. with an annual
income exceeding probably the ntire literary earn
ing of his life.

At a tim when P rcival had already re eiv d the
warm recommendation of the North American Re
view, and held an acknowledg d po ition a a po t,
his entire income for a single year wa 1 s than a
hundred dollars. Edgar A. Poe's li~ wa a hand-to
hand truggle with poverty. r alizing but a few
dollars for orne of hi mo t brilliant produ Uon .

Very 1i w American author ,thus far. have v n
tur d to mak literatur their 01 our of in-
orne. Bryant ha b n a journali t all his li~ .

Longfellow occupied for twenty y ar th post of
Professor in Harvard Colleg , and r sign d, not
because hi literaryincom jU tin dit.butb caus
his wife's fortune enabled him to do o. Lowell still
holds the professorship which Longfi llow vacated.
Sprague wa cashier for a bank for th larger part
ofhis life. Halleck, whose recent decea e the friends
of American literature cannot but mourn, was for
twenty years in th employ of John Ja ob Astor.
Edwin P. Whipple. the ayi t. had harg for a
numb r ofyears of the Merchant 'Exchange Read
ing Room. in Boston, and Is now one of th ditors
of the Bo ton Transcript. Willi and Morris. as
everyone knows. w re mainly depend nl upon the
Home Journal, with which they wer editorially
conne ted. Pierpont wa a pr ach r, and laterly a
government employee at Washington,

The ca e of profes ional author. counting out
those who are connected with journalism, educa-
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tion or on of the so-called learn d profe sions, i
r du d to a v ry mall proportion of th whol
number. Of the r idue mo t ar driven to the
Ie tur r' annual round to ke out th mall urn
r ceiv d from publish r . We r gard Emer on, and
with ju ti ,a our gr at t and mo t philo ophi
cal thinker. Yet, though hi genlu i freely ac
knowl dg d both in England and in America, It I
hardly likely that the proce d of hi books would
yi Id him a ompetent upport. The e Instances,
t ndlng all one way, might be readily multiplied.
Irving tand almo t alone in th li t ofAm rican
who have adopted literature as a profes lon, and
mad it pay. Holland and Sax ,it! und r tood, ar
now well paid; but ea h wa for year ajournali t.
Whitt! r' r ntvolume, too, hav proved pecuni-
arily u sful; but it i doubtful whether hi
in om I ommen urat with hi high po ltion In
Amen an literature.

Th truth I , that there I no dl tinctionalliter
ary proft s ion In the Unit d States. Circumstance
thu far hav forbidden it. Llteratur i an adjunct
to oth r proft Ion: an pi ode in the life of the
pr ach r, th lawy r, the proft or and the jour
nali t. A long a it r qulr a v ry u c ful book
to n t th author a thou and dollar ,the tate of
thing mu t ontinu . It I a common ubject of
complaint that we have few or no novel that ar
worthy of the name. Thi i doubtle tru. En
gland produ d ten good novel to our one, and
probably the proportion I v n mor to our dl ad
vantage.

Vi wing a nov 1a a work of art, which should
ngro the b t thoughts of It author, is 0

obviou that our writ r ar too bu y to write one.
They an only giv th ir I I ur hour to literary
work, whi h hould b made an unlnt rrupted
ta k. If good novel would ommand from five to
twenty thou and dollar a h y ar, a in England,
we hould have them. Th talent I not wanting,
only th tim . Oth r con Id ration al 0 have their
wight. but time I th hief one.

Our lentifi and philo ophl al work ar al 0,

generally peaking, th produ tofmind overta ked
In oth r way . Aga iz I unabl to d vote hi time
to Ind p nd nl tudy and r arch, but Is com
p II d to ombln the duti of coli g profe or
with tho ofa naturali t. and thi ,no doubt. mu t
prov to om ext nt an Int rruption.

Our magazin and p riodlcal probably pay a
r mun rativ prl a th y an afford for ontri
butlons. At all v nt , they pay mu h more than
form rly, and a a r ult th ir tandard ha b n
on id rably I vated. In om a e a very high

compen ation has been paid. Y t the highe t pri
paid byAm rican publi her ar to Engli h writ r .
If. how ver, thi ecure a b tter clas of lit ratur ,
th Y annot be blam d.

Thl ,however, admits ofa doubt. Mr. Bonn r, of
the Ledger, de erve th thank of th lit rary
fraternity for the generou urn whi h he ha paid
to Am rlcan author, and it i gratifying to know
that he has found hi account In it. But. a a
general thing, even at pr nt pri e ,a r ally good
writer, always writing con I ntiou Iy, would mak
but a poor income.

Mr. Curtis, In the MEa y Chair" of Harper'
Magazine, once tlmat d thatacl verwritercould
writ a dozen good magazine artl Ie In a year, or
one a month. Averaging fifty dollar each, thi
would yield him but ix hundr d dollar for an
amount of intellectual labor which in oth r proft -

Ions would receive ten time the compen atlon.
Hi conclusion wa that It wa hardly worth whil
to enter upon such a car r.

That the Engli h magazln ar nabI d to pay
much more liberally than our own, v n wh nth ir
cir ulation is Inferior, I du to h fa t that th ir
valu a advert! ing m dlum I mor gen rally
r ogniz d. A popular magazln In England d rlv
a v ry large income from its adverti r, mu h
mor than enough probably to pay it ontributor
at high rate . When adv rti er with u om to
follow the example of th ir Engli h brethr n, our
author and e ayi t will profit by th hang.

What can be done to levate th hara ter ofour
literature, and place our writ r mor n arly on an
quality with those of oth r countrie ,and p
ially England?

One obvious method i to prot t our author by
th pa age ofan int rnatlonal copyright law. Thi
ha b n ably illustrated by Mr. Parton, in a late
number of the NorthAm nean R view, and a ably
advocated by other literary p riodlcal . It I not my
pre nt intention to treat thi ubj t. I wi h rath r
to plead for a suitable r cognition and ncourag
m nt of literature on th part of th Gov rnm nt.

In England, a we have n, p n Ion have
be n granted to tho e who hav won honorabl
dl tin tion. or done valuabl rvi to the Stat ,by
th Ir Ut rary effort . Why may not thl xampl b
follow d by our own Gov mm nt? Suppo on
gre hould s t apart on million of dollar , or
appropriate public land whl h would produc thl

urn, a a literary fund, th In om to b dl trib
uted In pension to dl tingul h d liVing author or
th Ir urviving famlli . Sixty thou and dollar ,to

(Continued 011 Page 18)
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b iv n annually in thi way would prov a olid
and ub tantial ncouragement to author to de
vot th m Iv to work which would sh d lu tre
upon th national nam .

On of our mo t brilliant e ayists i at pres nt
dying, in ickne and poverty, who. were uch a
fund in xi tenc . would b comfortably provid d
for. If a million dollar be considered too large an
mount to appropriat for a p rmanentfund. though

in ignificant compared with appropriation made
without oppo ition to int rnalimprovement . I t a

mall r urn b given in the fir t pia e. Only let u
h v a binning. R ognlzing th fact that, in
Am ri a. author hip i placed at an advantage.
ompar d with om oth r ountrie . i it not wi

for Gov rnment to fo ter and ncourage it in very
w y from patrioti motlv ?

It should be conc d d. to the r dit of th
American governm nt, that it ha not b en wholly
wanting in appreciation of eminent literary abUity.
The appointment of u h men a Wa hington
Irving. Hawthorne, Ever tt. Mot! y and Ban roft to
high diplomatic position . not only gay u r pre-
entatives abroad in whom we could fi I a Ju t

pride. but wa a gratifying tribut to Ameri an
literature. which ouId not but rai e it in the
popular estimation. Nor an it b aid that. in
either of these instances, the publi inter st have

uffi red through th el tlon. All haY b n popu
lar.andcommandedth r sp toftheGov rnment
and p opIe to whom th y wer a r dited.

Let this wise and generous appr iation b
ontlnu d. and be ac ompani d by th appropria

tion of a general fund for the encourag m nt of
literature and art. and w may yet a la of
authors and arti ts who will ompare favorably
with tho e of any other ountry.

Now available: Anew book on Alger formats

Horatio Alger Books
Publi hed by The ew York Book Company

BY BRADFORD s. CHASE (PF-412)

Price: $16.00 (includes mailing)

This new book, in paperback format, is now available
along with Mr. Chase's Horatio Alger Books Published by
A.t Burt, ($16), Horatio Alger Books Published by M.A.
Donohue & Co. ($13) and HoratioAlgerBooks PublIshed by
Whitman. ($13). The set of four, all in similar paperback
bindings, costs $47. The books are also for sale individu
ally. All prices include postage and handling.

*This, the fourth of aseries by Chase about Alger publish
ers and formats, is an ideal guide for the collector to use
in identifying New York Book Co. Alger formats.

*133 pages; paperback, published May 1999. It identifies
and describes the 26 different New York Book Company
Alger formats in detail, including when published, titles
produced, descriptions and drawings of all cover for
mats. According to Chase, there are 752 different New
York Book Co. Algers!

*A historical overview of The New York Book Co. and its
related firms in the printing and publishing business.

*Includes a flip index to easily locate and identify each
New York Book Co. Alger cover format.

Send your order to: Bradford S. Chase
6 Sandpiper Road
Enfield, CT 06082
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Coming in January-Feburary ew boy: It' ur an
nual convention pr i w i u, including a glan at
things to ee and do in the P nn ylvania/D lawar
Brandywin Vall y r gion, plu th official H.A. . on
vention regi tration form and hotel information.

t£aitor's note6oo~
ing the thief was a snap: ju t follow the" -trail" right to
his computer.

"Things go on in the real world, in a flea market or
(Continued from Pa e 4) pawn hop, that no one notice ," he nut ay . "But at
are among the mo t popular categorie , right up there eBay, the eye of the world are watching."
with port and movie collectibles. ne of the r asons for eBay' runaway ucc is th

Just where i Bay located? Founded by Pi rr level of integrity the itehasbeenabletomaintain.Ifany
midyar in 1995, it occupi a nond cript building in f llow book collector out ther hav tri d comp ting

an offic park in an Jo e, alii. Mo t of the employee ite like AuctionUni erse.com or Amazon' na c nt
mana the it ' high-pow r d computer file er r, auction sit , you'll notic th action i minu cui c m-
whichhav b n par d with Ba .
known t cra h P opl want to
on occasion, bid wher the ac-
leaving untold tion is.
numb r of bid- But Uk a horse
der fru trat d arching for wa-
a an auction' ter, bunco artists
d ad line ap- ar continuall
pr ach . attract d back to

h nut wa th Bay a i .
an eBay u er, and Ch nut and hi
one night wh n " nf rcer " will
h wa u ing th kick a p on off
lte lat at night t day, and h '

h cam to real- v ry lik I to
iz the pot ntial pring up within
of eller abu day with a n w
that could hap- "handl " and e-
pen on uch a mail addr
ite. H won- "At I ast when

d r d if Ba I wa a pr
n ed d any legal Former Eastern District of Virginia prosecutor Rob Chesnut heads tor and th p r-
advic in thi eBay's fraud e.nforcement team. "We all need rules to live by, and the n went t jail, I
ar a. Internet's no dIfferent," he says. "We're posting new rules all the time." didn't ha to

He-mail d hi re um ,and th ery n tday Bay worry about him e caping and th n having to track him
called, granted him an int rview and hired him. down and put him back in again," Ch nut ay . "But in

h nut i quick to not he wa n't th fir t lawy r this environment, onc you've upend d om n, th
hired by eBay. After going the fir t two and one-half job has ju t begun."
y ar without any lawy ron taff, eBay hir d it first in A I m ntioned earli r, w ar lucky to b bo k
arly 199 ,and a cond wa added later that year when collector, a field where it's very difficult to ell om -

th company tock went public. But neither lawyer had thing that' not what it' purport d to b .
a law-enforcem nt background, a did Ch nut. I heartily endor e eBay a a means to help build a

"Until I cam ab ard, u r complaint about fraudu- collection, and tale of fraud houldn't car an b d
lent b ha ior w r handl d by the eBay taff, but that off. A few bad actor can't poil th gr at ad enture
mostly con i t d of telling aggriev d cu tom r to con- that await nearly eight million u r. And don't f rget,
tact the police th ms Iv," he nut say ." ow, our Rob Che nut, Angela Malacari and eBay' I gal nforc -
anti-fraud unit i proactive as well a r activ ." m nt staff ar there to help k p our mind at a .

Che nut mphasize that eBay i not a v ry good Enjoy the experience - and good bidding!
plac to commit consum r fraud - ther' an lec
tronic "paper trail" that can easily be traced.

Al 0, ome thi v s can ju t be plain tupid.
For example, a homeowner recently uffered a bur

glary, happen d to ch ck on eBay and, 10 and b hold,
there w re hi po ions being put up for bid. Track-



Page 20 NEWSBOY Novenber-December 1999

ALGER COLLECTORS & DEALERS - L@@K Here

plus $4.00 S& H
In US·48

Alaska· HawaII - Canada
or Foreign - Please Call

$44.95

with something brand new
YES!!! - 1999 PRICING GUIDE - $$$$$$$

A Collector's Guide to the
Published Works of Horatio Alger. Jr.
by Bob Bennett - 1999 Edition

Includes:

Titles and Variant Titles by Publisher -- Descriptive Bibliography
Serializations -- Titles Issued by Publisher

Short Stories -- Poetry -- Published Articles
Travel Essays from Europe -- Collector Source Guide

PLUS... Illustrations

Up-to-date bibliographic and first edition format information.

The book measures 8-1/2" x 11" x 314" thick
288 Pages - High Quality Paper - Clear and Readable Type. Tough Cover Stock

Opens and Lays Flat - Good Fidelity illustrations

The pricing guide has been developed from information from reported private sales,
public and private auctions, book dealer resources, and the internet.

To our knowledge, no other pricing guide for Alger has ever been pUblished.

SEE WHAT YOUR COLLECTION IS REALLY WORTH !!

L@@K AT WHAT OTHERS ARE PAYING FOR A BOOK

Quantities are limited - Bennett's last book sold out in 1980 - Order your copy NOW.
This new edition is much expanded and easier to use.

DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED • Discounts Available for Multiple Quantity Orders

YES - We take Visa, Master Card, American Express
IMMEDIATE SHIPMENT FROM STOCK while supplies last

Contact:

MATTSON ENTERPRISES - The MAD Book Company
Mattson and Davis - Publishers

E. (Ed) Christian Mattson - Antiquarian Bookseller - Four Turtlerock Court - Baltimore, MD 21234

Phone: (410) 668-4730 FAX: (410) 882-9137 email: emattson@qis.net


